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A MAN FOR OUR TIME 

Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-6 27-29 

12. PAY DAY …… SOMEDAY 

Dr. R. G. Lee was the pastor of the famous Bellevue 
Baptist Church in Tennessee that I had the privilege of 
visiting. R. G. Lee was an orator and his most famous 
sermon of all was entitled “ Payday …. Someday,” taken 
from this very passage of Scripture. When he stepped 
down as the pastor of Bellevue he went all over the 
U.S.A. preaching and it is said that he preached that 
message over 1,000 times. R.G. Lee had a unique way of 
introducing the sermon and he introduced the main 
characters of that message like this. He said, “ I introduce 
to you Ahab that vile human toad who squatted on the 
throne of Israel. I introduce to you Jezebel that poisonous 
snake who coiled alongside him. I introduce to you Elijah 
the Tishbite, the prophet of the living God, God’s spiritual 
athlete and I introduce to you Naboth  a devout 
Jezreelite.” These said R.G. Lee are the main characters 
in the drama of “ Payday ….. Someday.”  Now keep in 
mind that several years have passed since Elijah’s 
wilderness journey. 

Israel has had several wars with Syria. The vineyards are 
growing in Jezreel again and the effects of the three and 
half year famine have been overcome. In the land of Israel 
a broad valley stretches thirty six miles from the port city 

of Haifa on Mount Carmel south-eastward to the Jordan 
River. This fertile plain separates the mountains of Galilee 
to the north from those of Samaria to the south. This 
fertile piece of ground which is known as “ the 
breadbasket of Israel,” has been given many names over 
the years. The Valley of Esdraelon, the Valley of Jezreel, 
and in the New Testament its called Armageddon. It has 
been the scene of numerous military encounters down 
through the centuries. Do you recall that it was here that 
the armies of Barek routed those of Sisera ? ( Judges 4:1 ) 
It was here that Gideon routed the Midianites with his 
band of three hundred men. ( Judges 7:1 ) It was here that 
Saul visited the woman of Endor and then died with his 
son Jonathan at the hands of the Philistines. ( 1 Sam 28:1 
31:1 ) It was here that King Josiah met his death at the 
hands of Pharaoh-neco. ( 2 Kings 23:29 )  

My …. it was here that General Allenby routed the Turks 
during the First World War in 1917 and it was here that 
the fledging Israeli army defeated an Iraqi contingent in 
1948. And will it not be here also that the armies of the 
world will marshal their forces to prepare to fight “ the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty.” ( Rev 16:14 ) 
The battle of Armageddon itself. Now the ruins of this 
little town of Jezreel rest quietly today on the southern 
edge of that valley. If they could speak, those silent 
sentinels of stone would relate many absorbing stories 
which they have witnessed over the centuries. Now least 
would be the story that lies before us this ....!  You see, it 
was at Jezreel, that Ahab had built a magnificent palace, it 
was to Jezreel that Ahab fled following his defeat on 
Mount Carmel, it was from Jezreel from this palace that 



he ruled with his domineering wife, it was at Jezreel that 
Ahab met for the final time his old enemy Elijah and it 
was in Jezreel where Jezebel experienced the awful 
judgement of God. ( 2 Kings 9:30 ) Now as R.G. Lee 
suggests there are four actors which are brought before us 
in this tragic drama, which he has entitled “ Pay Day …. 
Someday.” 

(1) THE KING AND THE FARMER

I mean is it not encouraging that in a period of apostasy 
we read about the spiritual commitment of a man like 
Naboth ? ( 19:18 ) Naboth is a spiritual man who owns a 
little piece of ground with a vineyard on it. This vineyard, 
which Naboth inherited from his father, happens to lie 
within the shadow of King Ahab's majestic palace. One 
day, for some twisted reason, Ahab notices it and soon 
becomes bound and determined to own it. The context 
speaks of, 

(a) A REQUEST THAT SEEMED TO BE FAIR: 

Perhaps Ahab is bored. And as he sits there gazing out the 
window, he notices Naboth working in his vineyard.  
“ Hmmm,” thinks Ahab, “ that looks like a nice patch of 
land. That would make a good vegetable garden.” So he 
approaches Naboth whose name means “ fruit,” and says, 
“ I want that piece of land. I’ll give you an even better 
vineyard in exchange for it. Or I’ll pay you for it.” Now 
what would you do if the Prime Minister or the Queen 
wanted to buy your land or house ? It all sounded so 
reasonable, so fair, so above board, but the King had 

forgotten that this was an impossible request, and his 
reaction to Naboth’s refusal graphically reveals his 
childish immaturity. Look if you will at ( 21:4 ) Like a 
small boy who fails to get his way, he picks up his 
marbles and goes home, pouting all the way. My .... can 
you see big, bad Ahab ? Like many politicians he wanted 
to rule a nation but he could not rule himself. Edersheim 
said of Ahab’s response “ it was utter and childish 
petulance.” Matthew Henry says, “ Paul had contentment 
in prison but Ahab did not have contentment in a palace.”
Pouting, sulking, and coveting. “ Thou shalt not covet,” is 
the last of the Ten Commandments ( Ex 20:17 ) but 
perhaps it’s the most difficult one to obey, for this 
commandment deals primarily with the hidden desires of 
the heart. To covet is to desire for ourselves what the 
other man has. It’s not just a natural desire to possess 
more. No. It to have for ourselves what the other man is 
getting. 

We don’t want to be outdone. We don’t want to be left 
behind. We want to keep up with those around us. Let’s 
face it, covetousness is deep seated, it lurks in all our 
hearts. Years ago there was a book that was entitled, 
“ Keeping up with Lizzie.” It told of a small town 
grocer’s daughter who went to college, where her new 
environment created new desires within her. Months later 
the young lady returned home in the first car to be seen in 
that area. This novelty aroused such desire in the people 
of the town to get cars, that they went into awful debt 
even mortgaging homes to “ keep up with Lizzie.” My .... 
does that strike a responsive chord in your heart ? Do you 
possess a hungry desire to keep up with the Joneses ? 



Did you notice that Naboth reacted with,  

(b) A RESPONSE THAT SEEMED TO BE FINAL: 

Look at ( 21:3 ) Now was Naboth like some of you 
business men. Was he trying to hold out for a better  
deal ? Or was he simply an old miser standing his ground 
in the face of modern change ? No. Naboth refused to sell 
because of his commitment to the Word of God. You see, 
God had commanded that the Israelites should not sell a 
paternal inheritance. The land was to be kept in the 
family. God had said to Moses “ So shall not the 
inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to 
tribe for everyone of the children of Israel shall keep 
himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.”
( Num 36:7 Lev 25:23-28 ) Naboth may have lived in the 
midst of pagan idolatry and had land which bordered the 
palace grounds of Ahab and Jezebel but he had not bowed 
to Baal. It was the Word of God, not the word of Baal 
which guided his conduct. Do you see the choice that 
Naboth faced ? It was, 

1. A Choice between Government and God: 

And Naboth honoured God. Was this not the choice that 
faced Daniel and his three friends ? It was either Bow or 
Burn ? Bless God those three friends would not bow, 
would not budge and would not burn for the Lord was 
with them in the fire. Was this not the choice that faced 
Peter and John ? Stop preaching or start packing for 
prison. Peter laid down a principle for us to follow, “ We 
ought to obey God rather than men.” ( Acts 5:29 )  

Did you ever think that there would come a time in our 
land when the state would command us to do something 
contrary to the Word of God ? My …. that time is arrived 
and we will have to be real men and stand for God. It may 
be a, 

2. A Choice between Ecumenism and Fundamentalism: 

For Ecumenical’s are constantly saying, “ Give me.”
What do they want ? They want a common denominator 
where the Word of God is relegated to about as low as 
they can get it. Is your response “ The Lord forbid it.” 

3. A Choice between Permissiveness and Purity: 

Peer pressure in the school, university and college. My .... 
the world wants to turn your purity into impurity. Your 
holiness into sinfulness and your Scriptural-ness into 
permissiveness. Is your response ? “ The Lord forbid it.” 

4. A Choice between Popularity and Principles: 

Will you be like Naboth ? Committed to and guided by 
the Word of God ? You see, there are some who want to 
take away what we have been given by the Lord and when 
they come to us with their plans and ideas we need to be 
able to say “ Its not for sale.” You see, what Naboth 
possessed was not his to sell anyhow. The land was the 
gift of God and he was to keep it in the family and pass it 
down from one generation to another. Did you ever think 
of the gifts God has given to us ? He has given to us the 
Bible: the plan of salvation: our Biblical standards, our 



godly heritage. We have what we have because someone 
took care of it and handed it down and we must do the 
same. ( 2 Tim 2:2 ) (1)  

(2) THE KING AND THE QUEEN 

Do you know what a hen-pecked husband is ? Enter  
Ahab. Do you know what a domineering wife is ? Enter 
Jezebel. For although Ahab was the king, Jezebel ran the 
country through her husband. She was the puppeteer 
behind the scenes, pulling the strings, and setting the 
agenda in Israel. Ruthless. Godless. Calculating. 
Scheming. Power-mad. Ahab was the figurehead, she was 
the sovereign head. Indeed did you notice, 

(a) THE PLACE SHE WAS ALLOWED TO 
INFILTRATE: 

She had wormed her way into a position of leadership in 
the home. So much so that she was able to say to Ahab, 
“ I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 
( 21:7 ) I mean can you see it ? Ahab is in his bedroom, 
pouting like a spoilt child and she bounces in and says,  
“ What’s wrong with you ? Aren’t you the king ? Get up 
you big baby. Get up and eat. Relax and rejoice. I’ll take 
care of this for you. I’ll get your vineyard. Just get out of 
my way.” Do you see what Jezebel was doing ? She was 
usurping his role. She was taking matters into her own 
hands, she was doing his job her way. The question of 
roles within the home is one that Paul discusses at great 
length in ( Eph 5:23 ) There he tells us that “ the husband 
is the head of the wife ....,” ( Eph 5:23 ) Now headship is 

not dictatorship, but leadership. And that does not only 
mean authority to exercise, it means assuming the 
responsibilities that go with such authority. Indeed in the  
New Testament a leader is primarily a servant. 
( Mk 10:45 ) Do you recall what happened in the Upper 
Room when Christ laid aside His garments took a basin, 
water and a towel and began to wash the disciple’s feet ? 
You see, the insignia of leadership is not a throne, or a 
club but a big towel and basin. In other words a leader 
must have a servant’s heart. Husbands, are you your wife's 
leaders ? How are you when it comes to assuming 
responsibility ? Wives are you submissive unto your 
husbands as unto the Lord ?  

One lady advertised in a newspaper for a husband and she 
received scores of replies all from women who indicated, 
“ You can have mine.” What about our roles in the  
home ? What about our roles in the church ? You see, if 
in the Old Testament Jezebel was allowed to infiltrate a 
position of leadership in the home, and in the country, in 
the New Testament Jezebel was allowed to infiltrate a 
position of leadership in the church.  Do you recall what 
the Risen Lord says to the church at Thyatira ? “ Thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel which calleth herself a 
prophetess to teach and seduce my servants to commit 
fornication and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”
 Rev 2:20 ) “ That woman Jezebel.” Who was Jezebel ? 
Well, there was the Old Testament character here but 
there was the New Testament counterpart. And Christ 
says, “ I have a few things against thee.” ( Rev 2:20 ) 
What had the Risen Lord against them ? This, they 
tolerated a woman to reach an unscriptural position and 



teach an unscriptural doctrine. The New Testament is 
clear on this, “ But I suffer not a woman to teach nor to 
usurp authority over the man but to be in silence.”
( 1 Tim 2:12-14 1 Cor 14:34 ) Here was a local church 
which had allowed a woman to assume a leadership role, 
thus acting contrary to the Word of God. ( 1 Tim 2:12 ) 
My .... do you see (a) 

(b) THE PLAN SHE WAS ALLOWED TO INITIATE: 

For this wicked woman, sets in motion a plot to kill 
Naboth. In today’s terms she “ frames,” this helpless 
man. Forgery, hypocrisy, perjury, and eventually murder. 
But why ? Where is God in all of this ? Why didn’t the 
Lord intervene ? Why did God allow this to happen ? Was 
God ignorant or indifferent to this situation ? Why has 
Naboth suffering for doing that which is right ? My .... 
why is it that the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer ?  
( Ps 73:17 ) Why is it that believers are martyred or 
endure hardship, suffering, and injustice ? Why ? That’s a 
difficult question. My .... the problem of suffering is not 
an easy one. Some years ago Warren Wiersbe wrote a 
little book, entitled “ Why Us ?” When bad things happen 
to Gods people.” Doesn’t God care ? Why me ? Why us ? 
Is that what you are asking ?  

My .... to all appearances Naboth’s murder was the perfect 
crime. The citizens of Jezreel were no doubt convinced 
that their unfortunate neighbour deserved his fate. Only a 
very few were privy to the dastardly plot concocted by 
Jezebel. The stage was now set for Ahab to enjoy his prize 
without fear of interference by anyone. But these partners 

in unparalleled evil forgot what one king of Israel had 
said, “ The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good.” ( Prov 15:3 ) God had not allowed 
this wicked deed to go unnoticed. It was now time for 
God to act. Hence, the third picture is brought before us.  

(3) THE KING AND THE PROPHET 

Have you ever been caught in a situation or a place where 
you were not supposed to be ? What did you do ? How did 
you feel ? What did you say ? Can you picture this scene ? 
Ahab’s basking in his new acquisition when he’s rudely 
awakened by the figure of a man clothed in camel hair 
with eyes ablaze with the fire of God. This was Elijah, the 
one who had announced the drought of three years 
( 17:1 ) the one who had engineered the defeat of 
Jezebel’s daring prophets. “ And Ahab said to Elijah hast 
thou found me O mine enemy ? And he answered I have 
found thee because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in 
the sight of the Lord.” ( 21:20 ) What a man Elijah was. 
Courageous enough to, 

(a) REBUKE AN UNGODLY MONARCH: 

The Hebrew word that is translated “ sold thyself,”
conveys the idea of habitual constant activity, trafficking 
in wickedness. It can also mean “ to marry.” Ahab had 
married an evil woman, and in so doing he had married 
himself to the dark realm of evil. And Elijah rebukes him. 
My .... are we man enough to do that ? Do we not to need 
to challenge the Royal Family ? Thank God for the 
leadership our Queen has given over the years but what 



about the family ? Those who are about to take over in the 
immediate future ? My .... do we not need to challenge 
those in leadership in government ? Concerning the 
ungodly legislation that has been introduced ? In a day of 
moral, spiritual and religious compromise God is looking 
for an Elijah who will stand for Him. During the days of 
the English Reformation there was a man by the name of 
Hugh Latimer, a preacher of the gospel who was so bold 
that he ended up being burned at the stake. One day he 
was preaching before the king and the king was nervous 
because everyone knew that Latimer was a loose cannon. 
He was an Elijah he would say anything. So people said, 
“ Now Latimer when you stand before the king don’t say 
anything that will upset him.” So in his sermon he started 
talking aloud to himself, “ Latimer, Latimer be careful 
what you say King Henry is listening.” Then he paused, 
and said “ Latimer, Latimer be careful what you say the 
King of Kings is listening.” Is this not what we need ? A 
generation of Christians who have the courage of their 
convictions not just to deliver the good news but the bad 
news as well ?  

(b) RELAY AN UNPOPULAR MESSAGE: 

For Elijah delivered one of the most awful declarations of 
judgement in the Word of God. Do you see what he said ? 
(1) Every male child of Ahab would die: ( 21:21 ) 
(2) Ahab’s dynasty would cease: ( 21:22 ) (3) Jezebel 
would be eaten by dogs in Jezreel: ( 21:23 ) (4) Dogs 
would lick up the blood of Ahab as they licked up the 
blood of Naboth: ( 21:19 ) My .... this was a message of 
denunciation: ( 21:19 ) of accusation: ( 21:20 ) of 

condemnation: ( 21:21 ) A popular message. Never. A 
needed message. Most certainly. A major newspaper in 
the U.S.A. recently featured a front page article pointing 
out that mention of hell, even from evangelical pulpits is 
at an all- time low. Downplaying damnation has become 
fashionable. Old Vance Havner says, “ God is on the 
lookout today for a man who will be quiet enough to get a 
message from Him, brave enough to preach it, and honest 
enough to live it.” Are you such a man ? A man on whom 
the spirit of Elijah rest’s ? A man who will open his 
mouth boldly ? A man who will bring an unpopular 
message to an ungodly world ? Do you recall what R.G. 
Lee called this passage “ Pay-day …. Someday.” For 
there will be a Pay-day Someday for everyone who has 
flaunted the Word of God thinking he can get away 
unnoticed and unpunished. And that brings us to our final 
picture, 1:2:3: 

(4) THE KING AND THE LORD 

Did God mean what He said ? Or was God playing a 
prank on royalty ? Did pay-day really come ? Yes. My …. 
there are times when God’s patience is exhausted. Do you 
realise that there are times when God says, “ That’s 
enough.” The Bible says, “ He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.” ( Prov 29:1 ) Is that not what Ahab did ? 
He heard but he did not respond. You see, 

(a) The PATIENCE of GOD made him CARELESS: 

My .... God was patient with Ahab in spite of, 



1. A Walk that was Wicked: 

His lifestyle is described in these words, “ Ahab did evil 
in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him.”
( 16:30 ) My .... unsaved .... does that describe your 
lifestyle ? Are you just doing what is right in your own 
eyes ? Will, you remember that there is coming a day 
when God will say to you “ that’s enough.” His judgment 
on your sins may not be immediate but it is inevitable. 

2. An Alliance that was Abominable: 

For in disobedience to the Word of God he married 
Jezebel. ( Deut 7:1 ) If you marry a child of the devil 
you’re going to have problems with your father in law. 
Young folk I plead with you. Watch your company. Are 
you forming alliances that are contrary to God’s Word ? 
Will you remember that there is coming a day when God 
will say to you, “ that’s enough.” 

3. And Proofs that were Positive: 

My .... Ahab had all the proof in the world, that Jehovah 
was the true and living God. There was the Fire that fell 
on Carmel’s heights. There was the Rain that fell on 
Jezreel’s plain. There was the Victory that Ahab achieved 
over Syria. ( 20:1 ) Ahab had positive proof that Jehovah 
was the only God, but he did not repent. My …. has God 
not been patient with you ? Has He not given you positive 
proof that Christ is the only Saviour ? Yet are you still 
careless ? Will you remember then that there is coming a 
day when God will say to you “ That’s enough.” (a) 

(b) The PROMISE of GOD made him SPEECHLESS: 

For we read in ( 21:27 ) “ When Ahab heard those words 
that he rent his clothes and put sackcloth upon his flesh 
and fasted  and lay in sackcloth and went softly.” Yes, he 
put on all the trappings of outward repentance but all is 
not gold that glitters, and although there was great 
outward show, there was no real inward change. Thus, the 
promise of God’s judgement on Ahab was fulfilled. “ So 
the king died and the dogs licked up his blood.” ( 22:38 ) 
The promise of God’s judgement on Jezebel was fulfilled. 
For Jezebel was thrown out of a window, and dogs ate her 
flesh by the wall of Jezreel. ( 2 Kings 9:36-37 ) For what 
God promises He performs. For the nations that forget 
God payday is coming. For the home that has no room for 
Christ payday is coming. For the man who is playing fast 
and loose with morality payday is coming. For the people 
who are drinking booze payday is coming.  

My .... unsaved .... don’t play games with God. Don’t 
walk away from Him with a stubborn will. For when God 
says, “ That’s enough,” it will too late for you. My .... 
Christian .... don’t you be playing games with God, for He 
will bring discipline upon you. Paul puts it this way, “ Be 
not deceived God is not mocked for whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap.” ( Gal 6:7 ) What are you 
sowing in your life ? If it isn’t something you’d like to 
reap, then stop now and turn your heart to the Lord. By 
doing that, you guarantee that God will never say to you,  
“ That’s enough.” 






