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A MAN FOR OUR TIME 

Reading: 1 Kings 17:1-7 

2. BOOT CAMP AT CHERITH 

“ I am going to cut you down to size,” have you ever 
heard a statement like that ? Has that statement ever been  
made to you ? Have you ever made that statement ? It’s 
the kind of thing you would hear at army camp at boot 
camp at a military training camp of new recruits where 
discipline is very harsh. It’s the kind of statement that 
would be delivered with passion by someone you would 
quickly obey. You see at Boot Camp a civilian is moulded 
into a soldier through the rigors of push-ups, sit-ups, 
running, marching, and double time, courtesy of the drill 
sergeant. My .... at army camp the control of one’s life is 
left at the induction centre, and the raw recruit is shaped 
into military fitness at another’s hands. I am not sure how 
many of us here today would survive it. You see, it’s a 
time of brutal discipline, unending work, regimented 
training, cold fear, and acute loneliness. Yet, it is in boot 
camp that soldiers are born.  

A soldier would never be able to serve on the battlefield 
unless he has first been through the training of boot camp.  
Here a soldier’s self-will is stripped away. Here they learn 
to follow every order from a superior without question. 
They even learn to follow their leader, to death, if 
necessary. My …. you don’t learn to survive on a 

battlefield by bubbling around in a Jacuzzi and ringing for 
room service. Now what is true in military life is also true 
in spiritual life, to a certain extent. When we first believe, 
we become soldiers in God’s “ army.” ( 2 Tim 2:4 ) But 
we aren’t really fit for battle until we’ve had some basic 
training. Even Elijah, to be useful as an instrument of 
significance in the Lord’s hand must be “ cut down to 
size.” Or as A.W. Tozer loved to say, “ It’s doubtful that 
God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt Him 
deeply.” Now the exact location of Cherith is a bit 
uncertain. Some feel it was east of the River Jordan 
putting Elijah in territory that he would have been familiar 
with. We do know that it derived its name from the 
original verb Cha-rath, which means “ to cut off, to cut 
down.” The word is used both ways in the Old Testament: 
as in being cut off from others, and also of being cut 
down, as one might cut down tall timber.  

You see, this man who had been a spokesman for God 
before an apostate King, would now be “ cut off,”  from 
all involvement and activities that might prove stimulating 
to him. At the same time, Elijah would be “ cut down,” to 
size as the Lord used that uncomfortable situation to force 
him to trust Him for each day’s needs. So this great 
prophet Elijah went through boot camp, which effectively 
turned that simple Tishbite into a man of God. For did you 
notice the contrast between the beginning and the end of 
chapter seventeen ? In ( 17:1 ) the Holy Spirit describes 
Elijah as simply “ Elijah the Tishbite.” He came out of 
nowhere and suddenly stood before the king to deliver 
God’s message. But by ( 17:24 ) as a result of his basic 
training experiences at Camp Cherith, he is addressed as  



“ a man of God.” In between those verses is what I like to 
call Elijah’s army camp experience. Now the life of Elijah 
can be summarized by two phrases. The first one is found 
in ( 17:3 ) “ hide thyself,” that was his private ministry.
The second one is found in ( 18:1 ) “ show thyself,” that 
was his public ministry. Most people in Christian service 
like the latter, they like to show themselves, few like to 
hide themselves and yet here we notice,  

(1) An ASSSIGNMENT: The Word of the Lord 

Do you see ( 17:2-3 ) ? Remember when Elijah comes on 
the scene he comes to a nation that had failed God, 
forsaken God and forgotten God. Do you recall he went to 
the palace of the King to inform Ahab and Ahab and 
Jezebel of 3 things.  God is displeased, Baal will be 
defeated, and the land will suffer a drought. Can you 
picture him as he leaves Ahab’s palace and heads down 
the street, knapsack slung over his back, and someone 
calls out, “ Where are you going, Elijah ?” “ I'm outta 
here .... on my way to the hills.” “ Where are you gonna 
stay ?”“ Some place called Cherith. There’s a small brook 
running through it.”  Cherith ? Where's that ?” “ I’m not 
really sure. God’s gonna show me. I think it’s over there, 
east of the Jordan somewhere.” 

“ What are you going do there ?” “ Well, for one thing, 
I’m gonna drink from that brook.” “ The brook ! What 
will you have to eat ?” “ Actually, God told me the birds 
are going to bring my food.” Is’nt it interesting to notice 
that this specific task or duty was given,  

(a)AT A SPECIFIC TIME: 

Did you notice that God never told Elijah what the second 
step would be until he had taken the first step ? God told 
His prophet to go to Ahab. When Elijah got to the palace, 
God told him what to say. After he had said it, God told 
him, “ Now, go to the brook, and I’ll provide for you 
there.” And God didn’t tell him the next step until the 
brook dried up. Why ? That he might be kept in continual 
dependence on Him. It was A. W. Pink who said, “ God 
does not grant fresh revelations until there has been a 
compliance with those already received.”  My .... we have 
to learn to trust God one day at a time. I know some of 
you are saying to yourself, “ Oh, Denis, I have heard that 
a hundred times.” But until you’re living it, you haven’t it 
enough. You must learn to live today .... today. You 
cannot live tomorrow today, or next week tomorrow. 

William Elliott in his book “ For the Living of These 
Days,” writes, 

“ The reason so many of us are overwrought, tense, 
distracted, and anxious is that we’ve never mastered the 
art of living one day at a time. Physically we do live a day 
at a time. We can’t quite help ourselves. But mentally we 
live all three tenses at once .... and that will not work.” 
 My .... is that you ? Or have you learned to trust God one 
day at a time ? (a) 

(b)TO A SPECIFIC MAN: 

“ And the word of the Lord came unto him,” ( 17:2 )   



Who ? Elijah. In essence, God said to Elijah, “ You need 
to get out of the spotlight. You need to come up in the 
mountains, alone with Me, where you can hear my voice 
clearly. We need more time together, Elijah, and you need 
more training.” The good news is this. Without one 
moment’s hesitation, Elijah obeyed. He didn’t even ask 
why. You see, the will of God is not something for us to 
understand it is something for us to undertake. Look if 
you will at ( 17:5 ) Now don't miss the wording here. He 
went “ and dwelt or lived by the brook Cherith.” It’s one 
thing to take a day trip off the beaten track, or to go 
camping for a weekend, or even to spend two or three 
weeks backpacking in the wilderness. Such adventures 
offer all the delights of being away from the cares of the 
real world for a time, even as you have the comfort of 
knowing that your lifeline to civilization is still there. But 
it’s quite another thing to live in the wilderness alone, for 
an extended time. But that’s exactly what Elijah did for 
months, possibility the better part of a year. 

God said, “ Go there, settle there. Live there.” And that’s 
what Elijah did. Would you accept such an assignment 
from God with such immediate obedience ? How many of 
us would say nothing except, “ Yes, Lord. I trust you 
completely, I don’t need the spotlight to survive.” Or do 
we enjoy only comfortable and active Christianity ?  
My .... is it not easy to become addicted to the public 
forum ? Is it not easy to feel that we are indispensable to 
God’s plan ? Sometimes the fire of God burns within our 
souls and we cry, “ Lord I’ll be Thy champion, your 
valiant soldier.” And God says,” Get further back, get 
lower down,” we are too strong, to full of self for God to

use.” So God moved Elijah from the public from to the 
private haven, from the sunlight of activity to the shadows 
of obscurity, for notice, 

(2) A CONCEALMENT: The Will of the Lord 

The word “ hide,” is interesting. It means “ to lie hid, to 
hide oneself, to conceal something from anyone, to 
guard.” You see, Elijah was sent to Cherith for his own 
protection. If you skip over to ( 18:10 ) you’ll discover 
there was a wanted poster out for Elijah. Did you ever 
think the day would come in Ulster when they would be 
seeking the servants of the Lord ? Why when they vote in 
the government of our land for same sex marriage you 
know that it is coming. Elijah was also sent to Cherith for 
training, this was his boot camp. I mean do you see here, 

(a)THE PLACE OF HIS TRAINING: 

“ By the brook Cherith,” ( 17:3 ) The Hebrew word for  
“ brook.” is the word “ wadi.”  The word speaks of a  
“ dry creek bed.”  It is a watercourse located in a valley, 
or ravine that flows with water during the rainy season, 
but is extremely barren in the dry season. One of those 
brooks that empty into the Jordan, that winding river that 
separates the west bank from the modern state of Jordan. 
Can you picture it ? A deep narrow gorge, overhung by 
steep cliffs, where the brook run’s merrily along. I’m sure 
if Elijah had been going by his own instincts Cherith 
would have been the last place he would have been.  
“ Hide myself ? I’m a prophet. I am here to deal with 
apostasy.” “ No,” said the Lord “ not this time hide



yourself.”The Hebrew word suggests the idea of 
concealment. For here in solitude Elijah could wait upon 
God, be alone with God and talk to God. My .... is this not 
one of the most difficult commands to obey ? To go off 
and be alone, to get away from the public spotlight, to 
drop back and deliberately remain hidden. This is 
especially true if you are comfortable in the limelight, an 
up front kind of person, one who is gifted with leadership. 
A get the job done kind of person. Suddenly, you’re 
snatched from your world of endless activity. God says,  
“ Hide yourself.” Get alone. Get out of the limelight. Get 
away from those things that satisfy your human pride and 
ego, and go live by the brook. Has the Lord been saying 
that to you ? Has sickness, trial, circumstances forced a 
change in your life ? Could it be this ....  that you are at 
the Cherith of disappointed hopes and shattered dreams ?  

(b) THE PRICE OF HIS TRAINING: 

1. There was a Price to be Paid SOCIALLY: 

Do you recall what Cherith means ? “ Cut off.” Moreover 
staying in the Raven Hotel is fine, but ravens aren’t very 
good conversationalists. Yet Elijah had to spend time 
alone with God before he could be used by God. Moses 
spent one third of his life at the backside of the desert, 
Paul spent three years in Arabia ( Gal 1:17 ) the Lord 
Jesus spent 30 years in obscurity for 3 years of ministry.  
John Welsh had his Cherith when he thought the day ill 
spent if he did not spend 8-10 hours in close communion 
with God. David Brainerd had his Cherith in the woods of 

North America. Christmas Evans had his Cherith in the 
long and lonely journeys amidst the hills of Wales.  
My .... if we would do much for God, we must be much 
with God. You cannot go to bed at all hours of the night 
and expect to get up fresh in the morning to meet with 
God. Some of these social occasions that you enjoy might 
be sweet but they are not as precious or vital as meeting 
with the Lord.  Are you willing to pay the price socially ? 

2. There was a Price to be Paid SPIRITUALLY:

Do you recall what Cherith means ? “ Cut down.” You 
see, God was going to use the time at Cherith to cut away 
at Elijah and prepare him for future service. Now if you 
and I had been writing the script it might have unfolded 
quite differently. As soon as Elijah shows up and declares 
the Word of the Lord, I would have shown him marching 
straight up Mt. Carmel to tear down, topple down, and 
throw down every idol of Baal.  He already had the eye of 
the tiger, so I would have turned him loose. But God says, 
“ hide thyself.” Why ? We must be taught what F.B. 
Meyer calls “ the value of the hidden life.” Cherith must 
come before Mt. Carmel.  The cross must come before the 
crown.  The trial must come before the triumph.  The 
wilderness must come before the wonder. 

My .... the man who is to take a high place before his 
fellow-men must take a low place before His God and 
there is no better way of cutting a man down to size than 
by taking him out of a situation where he thought he was 
indispensable. 



My .... has the Lord brought you to some Cherith ? Are 
you too strong, too full of self for God to use ? Do you 
think you’re indispensable to the work of God ? In the 
words of Arthur Pink, “ have you used your service has a 
pedestal on which to display yourself ?”  Does God need 
to bury your self-life in the darkness of some Cherith ? 
Now do you see the steps here in Elijah’s training ?  
There was (1) (2) 

(3) An ENCOURAGMENT: The Wealth of the Lord 

I mean “ Can God furnish a table in the wilderness ?”
( Ps 78:19 ) Well the Lord says, “ For every beast of the 
forest is mine and the cattle upon a thousand hills.”  
( Ps 50:10 ) Isn’t it interesting to notice the order of events 
in this passage ? The Divine Command in ( 17:3 ) and the 
Divine Provision in ( 17:4 ) “ And it shall be ….,” what an 
encouragement to Elijah and yet God’s provision, 

(a)WAS CONDITIONAL: 

Will you mark the word “ there,” in ( 17:4 ) ? For that is 
the key word. You see, the place of God’s appointment is 
the place of God’s provision. In other words, you’ve got 
to be in the place where God wants you to be if you 
expect God to meet your needs. ( Matt 6:33 ) You see, the 
Lord told Elijah to get out of “ here,” the palace and go  
“ there,” to the brook.  If he went “ there,” he would find 
water and ravens would deliver his meals “ there.” In 
other words, the blessing of God was “ there,” not “ 
here.”  I’m sure to Elijah things looked far more 
promising “ here,” but God said He would only provide  

“ there.” Are you “ there ?”  Where is “ there ?”
“ There,” is the place God has planned for you to be.  
“ There,” is the perfect, sovereign will of God for your 
life. “ There,” is where you find things you won’t find  
“ here.” “ There,” are certain things that can only be  
“ there.” Steve Wagers reminds us, 

For Elijah, “ there,” was a brook and later a widow’s 
house. For Noah, “ there,” was an Ark. For Joseph,  
“ there,” was a pit, then “ there,” was a prison, then  
“ there,” was a palace.  For Moses, “there” was a basket 
of bulrushes.  For Daniel, “ there,” was a prayer room that 
led to a lion’s den. For the three Hebrew boys, “ there ”
was a fiery furnace. For Ruth, “ there.” was a field owed 
by Boaz. For David, “ there,” was the throne of Israel. 
For Paul, “ there,” was a prison cell. For the Lord Jesus,  
“ there,” was a cross. 

Now let me ask. Are you “ here,” out of God’s will 
instead of “ there,” in God’s will ? You see, “ There,” is 
the place of promise.  “ There,” is the place of provision.  
“ There,” is the place of protection.  “ There,” is the place 
of providence.  “ There,” is the place of power.  “ There,”
is the place of privilege.  “ There,” is the place that’s 
unlike any other place around this place, so “ There,” has 
to be the place. My …. if you’re not “ there,” you need to 
get out of “ here,” because you’ll never know the fullness 
of God’s plan, purpose, provision, and power until you get  
“ there.” I ask you again, Are you “ there ?”  (a) 

(b)WAS SUPERNATURAL: 



I mean twice every day Elijah was fed by a miracle. He 
would get up in the morning and go down to the brook. 
He would wash his face. Then he would kneel down and 
say, “ Lord, for what I am about to receive I want you to 
know that I am thankful.” He would open his eyes and 
look up. Then he saw a flock of birds, winging across the 
sky toward him. They were ravens considered to be 
unclean ( Lev 11,15-20 ) They had paid their daily visit to 
the bakers shop and to the butcher’s shop. They even 
knew which was the kosher butcher in town and they 
had picked up Elijah’s supplies. Fancy that. My …. every 
day they brought Elijah a miracle. Have you ever 
experienced any of God’s ravens ? Oh, be thankful for 
God’s natural supply, the brook, for God does not always 
send ravens. He expects us to scoop the water out of the 
brook through our own effort. But sometimes God sends 
ravens and how thankful we ought to be. My .... our God 
owns the cattle on a thousand hills and certainly He can 
take care of you and me.  

In the early days of Dallas Theological Seminary, there 
was a serious financial crisis. The crisis was such that if a 
large amount of money was not received on a certain day, 
it would seriously endanger the life of the college. In 
those days, the President of the College Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, would often be visited by Harry Ironside. Ironside 
happened to be at the College on this critical day. Chafer, 
and Harry Ironside and others had gathered for prayer. 
They were asking God to meet the need. Ironside prayed 
what came to be known as one of his famous prayers. He 
said, “ Oh God, You own the cattle on a thousand hills. 
Lord won’t You sell some of those cattle and send us the

money ?” The secretary then came to the office and said, 
“ There's someone to see, you Dr. Chafter.” He said,  
“ Send him in.” A Texas rancher appeared and said, 
 “ Men I’m a cattle rancher, and I don’t know what came 
over me, but God has told me to sell some of my cattle and 
give you the money.” Do you know something ? It was the 
exact amount needed to alleviate the crisis. But we can't 
always live in the Raven Hotel. This is not Fantasyland, 
remember, this is boot camp. Times of extensive training 
and intense testing are required courses in God's 
character-building curriculum. For look at ( 17:7 ) and 
notice,  

(4) A DEVELOPMENT: The Wisdom of the Lord 

For here is an incident, that changes the situation.  
The brook dried up. But God had told Elijah to come here. 
It was part of His plan. And Elijah had obeyed so swiftly, 
so trustingly. What was the Lord doing ?  

(a) SOMETHING VERY PAINFUL:

“ The brook dried up ....,”  ( 17:7 ) Does that experience 
sound familiar to you ? At one time you knew the joy of a 
full bank account, a booming business, an exciting ever 
expanding career, a wonderful ministry, a happy marriage, 
a lucrative job, robust health. But the brook has dried up. 
Could it be that you are sitting beside the drying brook of 
popularity ? Of decreasing friendships ? Of failing  
health ? Whatever it is its painful. Has the Lord forgotten 
you ? Has He left you all alone ? Not for a split second. 
Did you ever look at the palms of your hands ? Now 



imagine they are God’s hands and that you are right there. 
The Amplified Bible renders ( Is 49:16 ) this way, “ I 
have indelibly imprinted ( tattooed ) a picture of you on 
the palm of each of My Hands.” My .... God never has to 
frown and look around saying, “ Now where in the world 
did Denis go ? I’ve misplaced that man again.” No. I’m 
right there in the palm of His hand and so are you. And 
when we end up beside a drying brook, He never has to 
admit, “ Now he did wind up there ?” No. God says,  
“ That’s right, that’s exactly where I want you. I haven’t 
forgotten you. I just want you to trust Me instead of the 
brook.” The Bible says “ And it came to pass after a 
while,” literally “ And it came to pass after a while at the 
end of the days,” you see, the Lord was not only doing 
something very painful, but, 

(b)SOMETHING VERY PURPOSEFUL: 

Where does faith develop best ? Under pressure. In the 
crucible. ( James 1:2 ) How would you have responded to 
this drying brook ? I probably would have got a road map, 
and started looking for every water hole in the area. My 
motto would have been, “ Don't just sit there do 
something.” But Elijah sat by the drying brook and can 
you imagine what he must have thought ? “ How come 
the brook is drying up ? What caused that ?” Finally, it 
dawned on him with impact, the brook is drying up 
because he prayed that it would. “ And he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months.” The 
dried up brook was a direct result of Elijah’s own prayer. 

He was living in the result of his own prayer. Have you 
ever had that happen ? “ Lord make me a godly man, Lord 
mould me into a Christ-like woman.” But in your heart, 
you’re thinking, “ but don't let it hurt too much.” “ Lord 
make me stable and longsuffering,” but don't remove too 
many of my creature comforts. Have you ever bargained 
with God like that ? “ Lord give me patience .... and I 
want it right now.” We want instant maturity, not the kind 
that requires sacrifice, or emotional pain or hardship. But 
God's spiritual boot camp doesn’t work that way. It is 
designed for our development towards maturity, not for 
our comfort. 

My .... Elijah went to Cherith as an energetic spokesman 
for God, a prophet. He emerged from Cherith as a deeper 
man of God. All this happened because he was “ cut 
down to size,” beside a brook that dried up. My .... has the 
Lord brought you to Cherith ? Is He “ cutting you down 
to size ?” Don’t despise the educational experience of 
your drying brook. Don’t throw in the towel. Let patience 
have her perfect work that you may be mature and 
complete. The Lord wants to make you just like His Son.  
( Heb 5:8 ) Trust Him. 




