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A MAN FOR OUR TIME 

Reading: 1 Kings 18:17-24 

6. SHOWDOWN ON MOUNT CARMEL 

One of the most famous showdowns in history took place 
on 26th October 1831 in Tombstone, Arizona. Do you 
know what it was called ? It was known as the OK Corral.
On one side was Wyatt Earp, his brothers Virgil and 
Morgan along with Doc Holiday. On the other side were 
Ike and Billy Clanton, Tom and Frank McLaury, Billy 
Claiborn and Wes Fuller. The fight lasted only 30 seconds, 
but it left its mark on history and lifted Wyatt Earp’s 
Western legend. On this first Sunday in this New Year I 
want to direct your attention to a Showdown on Mount 
Carmel. A major confrontation that settled the dispute of 
whether Baal was God or Jehovah was God. You see, all 
we have seen Elijah go through was in preparation for this 
showdown on Carmel. We have watched God bring him 
from nowhere, set him before a king and use him to strike 
fear into a nation. We have seen God send him through 
one trial after another to teach him total dependence upon 
Himself.  

We have learned much about this man. Yet, all we have 
seen Elijah go through was in preparation for the events 
on Mount Carmel. I mean can you picture the scene ?
This was a national holiday in Israel. Some Bible scholars 
talk about ten to twenty thousand people being present on 

this occasion. ( Matt 14:21 ) Can you see them streaming 
up to the top of that mountain with its commanding view 
of the Mediterranean Sea. They are coming up by every 
available route to witness the battle of the gods. It’s a 
scene of contrasts. By far the overwhelming majority are 
gathered on the side of the 450 prophets of Baal, clad in 
their expensive, coloured garments. ( 22:6 ) Around each 
neck hangs a piece of metal designed to catch and reflect 
the rays of the sun, for they worshipped the sun. Soon that 
group parts for the grand entry of the king. He is borne on 
a litter by his retinue of servants. He is royally robbed as 
well with all his regal garments. But then your eye shifts.  

On the other side is a lone gaunt man, crudely clothed, 
coarse in appearance, hair dishevelled, eyes like steel. The 
stage was now set. The time has now come for the great 
confrontation of Jehovah with Baal, and of Elijah with 
Ahab. There is to be a public contest between the forces of 
good and the forces of evil. On the one side was Baal and 
his hundreds of false prophets, on the other side was 
Jehovah and his lone servant. On the one side the 
Champion of Baal, on the other, the Prophet of God. On 
the one side the abettor of lies, on the other, the upholder 
of the true faith. On the one side darkness, on the other 
side light, on the one side error, on the other truth. Elijah 
begins by preaching a clear, concise message, “ How long 
halt ye between two opinions ?” So the first picture that is 
brought before us here is of, 

(1) A SINFUL PEOPLE 



You see, on Mount Carmel that day there were three 
classes of people. There was Elijah the devoted servant of 
Jehovah, there was Ahab and the false prophets of Baal, 
but the vast majority that day belonged to the third class  
“ wavering between the claims of Jehovah and Baal.” So 
Elijah cries, “ How long halt ye between two opinions ?” 
if the Lord be God follow him, but if Baal then follow 
him.” ( 18:21 ) You see these people were trying to hold 
together two mutually exclusive loyalties. But this was 
impossible. But this was impossible. It was time to 
choose. The Lord and Baal could not be both the true 
God. You see, there is the LORD, ( 18:18 ) and there is 
Baal. There is the God of eternity versus the god of 
humanity. One of these gods occupies the throne of your 
heart. You are either serving the god of humanity, thus, 
doing your own thing, going your own way, and serving 
your own interests. Or, you are serving the God of 
eternity, thus you have found His will and are following 
His will for your life. But these people were trying to hold 
a middle ground. They were saying, “ If there is truth in 
both religions then why not blend them together in a new 
inclusive faith.” You see, they were guilty of, 

(a)THE SIN OF IGNORANCE: 

They did not realize that it was an “ either or,” choice and 
that it could not be an “ both and,” choice. The basic 
problem of the Israelites was not that they totally rejected 
the Lord and followed Baal, but that they wanted both the 
Lord and Baal. This practice of combining Baal worship 
and Jehovah worship is called syncretism, which Webster 
defines as “ the attempt to combine differing beliefs.” 

My .... syncretism has always had a deadening effect on 
the work of God. A missionary in Japan for many years 
tells that it is common practice among Buddhists in that 
country to receive Christ and simply add Him to the “ god 
shelf,” in their homes. In other words, the Lord Jesus is 
then worshipped along with the other gods of the Buddhist 
pantheon. That’s syncretism. Elijah however, made it 
clear that the Lord is a jealous God who allows no rivals 
to His worship. The people had to make up their minds. 
“ If the Lord be God follow Him, but if Baal then follow 
him.” ( 17:21 ) My .... with Elijah it was either yes or no 
true or false, black or white, good or evil, for or against 
Jehovah or Baal. Is it not the same with the Lord ? Did not 
our Lord Jesus say, “ he that is not with me is against 
me,” “ No man can serve two masters.” ( Matt 12:30  
6:24 ) Do you recall what the Risen Lord Jesus said to the 
church at Laodicea ? “ Because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.”  
( Rev 3:16 )  

Some people drink hot coffee and some people drink iced 
coffee, but lukewarm coffee makes them both sick. My .... 
are you a lukewarm Christian ? A politician was once 
asked, “ Are you for this issue ?” In the true manner of a 
politician, he replied, “ Well, some of my friends are for 
this issue, and some are against it, and I am for my 
friends.” Are you like these confused children of Israel ?  
Are you living with one foot in the kingdom of God and 
one in the kingdom of this world ? Are you trying to play 
both sides of the street ? Are you seeking to win the smile 
of the world and the well-done of Christ ? Someone has 
said, “ Don't sit on the fence, or you’ll get shot at from



both sides.” My .... the question was and still is, “ Who is 
on the Lord’s side ? Let him come unto Me.” ( Ex 32:26 ) 
Where in this 21st century are the discerning believers 
who will stand up and confess with Joshua, “ But as for 
me and my house we will serve the Lord.” ( Jos 24:15 )  

(b) THE SIN OF INSTABILITY: 

Do you see that word “ halt, ?” ( 18:21 ) It means “ to 
waver between two opinions, positions, attitudes, 
convictions, thoughts.” That is, a person never makes up 
his mind as to what position, action, or attitude he is going 
to take. The Hebrew has it, “ How long hop ye on two 
sprays ?” Just like a bird which continually flits from 
bough to bough. Marked by changeableness, fickleness 
and fluctuation. Is that you ? No constancy in your 
conduct, no evenness in your walk, no steadiness in your 
principles. Oh, we cling to fundamental principles, yet 
freely indulge the lusts of the flesh, we profess to know 
God, but in works deny Him, we claim to be indwelt by 
the Spirit of God, but if someone entered out homes they 
might doubt that. How unlike at times we are from the 
early believers of whom we read, “ they continued 
steadfastly.” ( Acts 2:42 ) There was a stability and 
consistency about these believers. 

My .... do you believe in the ministry of the Word ? Then 
why are you not here to hear it ? Do you believe in the 
power of prayer ? Then why are you not here to exercise 
your priestly ministry ? Do you respect the Saviour’s 
command ? “ This do in remembrance of Me.”  

( Lk 22:19 ) Then why do you not wait ? You see, when 
we gather around the Lord’s Table we gather not on our 
own impulse, not at our own inclination but because it is 
ordained that we should do so. My …. this is not an 
option which you can take or leave this is an obligation.  
I mean how can you walk out when the Lord’s Table is  
set ? How can you for some flimsy, social, or domestic 
reason leave when the Lord’s Table is spread ? How can 
you turn your back on the dying request of your Saviour,  
“ this do in remembrance of me,” ?  My .... do you 
believe in the centrality of the local church, then why are 
you not involved ? (a) (b) 

(c) THE SIN OF INDECISION: 

“ How long halt ye between between two opinions ?” 
( 17:21 ) The words “ How long,” indicate that this had 
been going on for quite some time. So Elijah cries “ Get 
off the fence of indecision. Either you are for God or 
against Him. It’s either Jehovah or Baal, Light or 
Darkness, God or Satan, for there’s no room for peaceful 
co-existence.” I wonder is Israel just a picture of you ? 
Could it be that you have professed faith in Christ but 
have never been truly committed to Him ? Have the 
people, pleasures, and places of this world encroached 
you ? Is your allegiance divided ? Are your priorities 
wrong ? Are your motives impure ? Is the Lord saying to 
you, “ And why call ye me, Lord, Lord and do not the 
things which I say.” ( Lk 6:46 )  

Ye call Me Master and obey me not, 
Ye call Me Light and see me not, 



Ye call Me Way and follow me not, 
Ye call Me Life and desire me not, 

Ye call Me Wise and acknowledge me not, 
Ye call Me Fair and love me not, 
Ye call Me Rich and ask me not, 

Ye call Me Eternal and seek me not, 
Ye call Me Gracious and trust me not, 

Ye call Me Noble and serve me not, 
Ye call Me Mighty and honor me not, 

Ye call Me Just and fear me not; 
If I condemn you, blame me not 

Is this first Sunday of 2016 not the time to change that ? 
Start today, and start now. Say with the hymn writer, 

Take the world but give me Jesus 
All its joys are but a name 
But His love abideth ever 

Through eternal years the same 

Unsaved …. this morning are you like these people ? 
Are you still undecided, still unsure, and still unsaved ? 
Perhaps one week you’ve felt like going the way of the 
world and the next you’ve felt like trusting the Lord. 
Decision time has come. “ How long halt ye between two 
opinions ?” (1) 

(2) A NEEDFUL PLAN 

For Elijah proposed a plan of action to determine the true 
and living God. Now this plan was needful because the 
Lord ordained it, ( 18:36 ) the Land needed it, and the 

Law demanded it. ( Deut 11:16-17 28,15, 24 ) Isn’t it 
interesting that when you look at the context that never 
once was Elijah intimidated ? He didn't shift, he didn’t 
stutter, he didn’t suggest, he commanded. As master of 
the situation he takes control and steps forward with a 
plan. The terms of the contest were to be a trial by fire. 
“ We will each build an altar,” He declared. “ Each will 
put a sacrifice upon his altar. We will kindle no fire on the 
altar. Instead we will let our God or gods kindle the 
needed fire. We will find out of Baal is God or Jehovah is 
God. The God that answers by fire, He is God.”  
( 17:23-24 ) Now this plan was, 

(a) GOING TO BE FAIR: 

You see, Baal was the chief deity in the Canaanite 
pantheon. He was the lord of heaven. Whenever it would 
thunder, whenever it would see lightening flash across the 
sky, they would exclaim, “ That’s Baal. That’s Baal.” He 
was the lord of fire. Now if there is anything a god of fire 
ought to be able to do, its light a fire. So the people 
answer, “ What you say is good. That’s an equitable 
arrangement. In fact, it’s decidedly to our advantage. We 
agree.” Of course this word “ fire,” would stir up the 
memories of the people, for on many occasions in the past 
Jehovah had answered by “ fire.” Do you recall this was 
the sign given to Moses at Horeb ? When “ the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush.” ( Ex 3:2 ) This was the symbol of God’s 
presence with His people in the wilderness wanderings.  
“ And the Lord went before them by night in a pillar of 
fire.” ( Ex 13:21 ) My .... this was the sign of God’s 



acceptance of a substitutionary sacrifice, “ And there 
came a fire out from before the Lord and consumed upon 
the altar the burnt offering and the fat.” ( Lev 9:24 ) You 
see, the descent of supernatural fire from heaven on this 
occasion would make clear to all the people that the Lord 
God of Elijah was the God of their fathers. (a)  

(b)GOING TO BE FINAL: 

This would settle it once and for all. “ The God that 
answereth by fire let him be God.” ( 18:24 ) How strange 
you say. Why not the God that answereth by water. Why 
fire instead of water ? I should think that things were hot 
enough after all these months of drought and scorching 
sun. Water was what the land needed. True, but before 
rain could fall, something else had to intervene. You see, 
this drought was God’s judgement on a idolatrous 
country. ( Deut 11:16-17 ) And God’s wrath had to be 
appeased before His judgement could be averted. So the 
fire of God's wrath had to fall on a guilty people or a 
sacrificial substitute. My .... Elijah staged a magnificent 
showdown with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. 
But the greatest showdown of all time was at Mount 
Calvary, where the enemy of God was defeated by the 
sacrifice of God’s dear Son. You see, the sacrifice on 
Carmel is so like the sacrifice on Calvary. For did you 
notice, 

1. The Place of this Sacrifice: 

“ Mount Carmel ....,” ( 18:19 ) In full view of all the 
people. Paul speaking of the sacrifice on Mount Calvary 

says, “ This thing was not done in a corner.” What grace 
it is that invites sinful men to draw near and see the fire 
fall not on the guilty sons of men, but on the innocent Son 
of God. ( Acts 26:26 )  

2. The Timing of this Sacrifice: 

“ And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice ....,” ( 17:36 ) The very hour that the  
sacrifices were being offered in the temple at Jerusalem 
the very hour our blessed Lord died at Calvary. 

3. The Finality of this Sacrifice: 

For this altar on which the sacrifice was offered was 
totally consumed by fire. ( 17:38 ) Bless God, this .... for 
the finality of the sacrifice of the Cross. “ But this man 
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever sat 
down on the right hand of God.” ( Heb 10:12 ) 

4. The Nature of this Sacrifice: 

It was substitutionary in character. The fire of God’s 
wrath had to fall on a guilty people or a sacrificial 
substitute. Listen, on Carmel the fire consumed the 
sacrifice, but at Calvary the sacrifice consumed the fire. 
And all our judgement was borne away forever by Christ 
our substitute. “ The wrath of God that was my due …..,”  

5. The Effect of this Sacrifice: 



The people are on their faces crying, “ The Lord he is the 
God, the Lord he is the God.” ( 17:39 ) My .... what effect 
does Calvary have on you this .... ? As you think about (1) 
(2) (3) (4) that Christ actually died for you, do you remain 
unmoved ? Or does it bend your knees in prayer ? Does it 
move your lips in praise ? Does it motivate your hands in 
giving ? Does it stir your heart to love ? Does it stimulate 
your life to serve ? Do you remember C.T.Studd’s motto ? 
“ If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice 
can be too great for me to make for Him.” (1) (2) 

(3) A FAITHFUL PROPHET 

Vance Havner once said, “ Ahab was the trouble-maker, 
but Elijah was the trouble-shooter.” Charles Swindoll 
once said, “ When we are sure that we are in the will of 
God we are invincible.” Then, no matter, what the 
circumstances, not matter what happens, we can stand 
fast. Elijah was undeterred, faithful in spite of, 

(a) THE PERSONS AROUND HIM: 

Do you know something ? Divine mathematics are vastly 
different from human mathematics. We are impressed by 
numbers, God is not. Look at this situation. Four hundred 
and fifty to one ? But that’s not the equation. Its 450 to 
one plus God. And the significance is not the one, but the 
God who controls the one. Do you want to be used by 
God in 2016 ? Well, what kind of person does God use ?  
I believe God uses one who is convinced that one plus 
God constitutes a distinct majority. Do you remember 
how Christ launched the church ? Just with a small band 

of men into whose lives he built quality. In the book of 
Acts we read that the pagan world testified that these men 
had “ turned the world upside down.” ( Acts 17:6 ) Had 
the later generations of the church followed the example 
of the first the world would have been evangelized fifty 
times by now. You see, in spiritual realm it is never how 
many, it is always what kind. The question is not, “ what 
can we do ?” The question is, “ what can God do ?”  
“ But Lord, we’re so few, so feeble,” “ Lord, we lack 
manpower in the Sunday School, the Good News Club, 
the Silver Threads, the Outreach Team, the Visitation 
Ministry.” My …. don’t be overwhelmed by the size of 
your group rather be encouraged than by the size of your 
God. What comes into your mind when you think about 
God ? Elijah knew Him as the mighty God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of history and the God of the 
future. No wonder he could so fearlessly stand before 
Ahab, and hundreds of false prophets and an entire nation 
of apathetic backsliders. 

(b) THE PROBLEMS BEFORE HIM:

I’m sure Elijah could have wrung his hands and said, 
“ Things are tough. Seven thousand, but they’re stuck in a 
cave. ( 19:18 ) And I’m on Carmel. What can I do ?”
When you ask many Christians the question, “ How are 
you doing ?” they answer, “ Oh, pretty well, under the 
circumstances.” Is this not where many of us spend the 
bulk of our lives ? Under the circumstances ? Problems 
are circumstances to which faith has often surrendered.
But Elijah was a man who was not problem-orientated, he 
was potential-orientated. Someone has said, “ We are all



faced with a series of great opportunities, brilliantly 
disguised as unsolvable problems.” If you're making 
progress for God, you have problems, the question is,  
“ Where are your eyes on this first Sunday of the New 
Year ?” Twelve spies were sent to spy out the land of 
Canaan and in typical committee fashion they came with a 
majority and a minority report. Incidentally do you what a 
committee is ? “ A committee is a group appointed by the 
unwilling to do the unnecessary.”  Well, they came back 
and the majority said, “ the people are strong, the cities 
are walled, there we saw the giants.” ( Num 13:30 ) The 
minority, Caleb and Joshua said, “ Let us go up at once,  
.... the Lord is with us fear them not.” The twelve were 
problem-orientated, the two were potential orientated. The 
ten had their eyes on the Giant’s, the two had their eyes on 
their God. The ten had great giants and a little God, the 
two had little giants and a great God. My .... where are 
your eyes this .... ? (a) (b) 

(c) THE PASSIONS WITHIN HIM: 

James says “ Elias was a man subject to like passions as 
we are.” ( James 5:17 ) He was just like us. An ordinary 
man, who lived an extraordinary life. What kind of man 
does God use ? Someone who does not focus his attention 
on his ability but rather his availability. But you say, “ I 
don’t have much.” My .... you have all God intended you 
to have. “ But I can’t do much.” You can do all that God 
wants you to do. If you continue to focus on your ability 
or lack of it, God will never use you. Paul says, “ It is 
required in stewards that a man be found faithful.”  

( 1 Cor 4:2 ) Not brilliant, not gifted, not spectacular, 
faithful in the ministry to which God has called him. They 
are known as the forty martyrs of Sebaste, which was a 
Roman city along Turkey’s Mediterranean Coast. ( Ayas )  
In the famed Twelfth Legion of Rome’s imperial army 
there were forty soldiers who professed their faith in Jesus 
Christ. One day their captain informed them that Emperor 
Licinius had sent out an edict commanding all soldiers to 
offer a sacrifice to pagan gods. These Christian warriors 
said, “ You can have our armour and even our bodies, 
but our hearts allegiance belongs to Jesus Christ.”
Because of their stance they were marched onto a frozen 
lake in the midwinter of 320 A.D. and stripped of their 
clothes. At any time they could renounce Christ and be 
spared from death. Instead, they huddled close together 
and sang their song of victory, 

Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ 
To win for Thee the victory and from Thee 

The victor’s crown 

That freezing night saw thirty nine men fall to their icy 
graves. When there was but one man left he stumbled to 
the shore and renounced Christ. The officer in charge of 
guarding these men had secretly come to believe in Christ. 
He then replaced the man who had broken rank and 
walked out onto the ice. He threw off his clothes and 
confessed his faith in Christ. At sunrise the Roman 
soldiers found forty men who gave their all for the cause 
of Jesus Christ. On this first Sunday in 2016, will you 
resolve like Elijah to be faithful, to be totally dedicated to 
the Lord ?  To say with the hymn writer, 



I have decided to follow Jesus. 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 

The world behind me, 
The cross before me. 

The world behind me, 
The cross before me. 

The world behind me, 
The cross before me. 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Tho’ none go with me, 
Still I will follow. 

Tho’ none go with me, 
Still I will follow. 

Tho’ none go with me, 
Still I will follow, 

No turning back, no turning back 


