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A MAN FOR OUR TIME 

Reading: 1 Kings 18:25-40 

7. SEND THE FIRE 

If I were to ask you this, ….  what is the greatest need 
in the church of Jesus Christ today, how would you 
respond ? Is the greatest need for more men, more 
money, or more machinery ?  Well, there is a need for 
all that, but above everything else we need, “ the fire of 
the Lord.”  Now when we turn to the Scriptures we 
discover that fire is used of several things. For 
example, God promises to be “ a wall of fire round 
about and will be the glory in the midst of her.” 
( Zech 2:5 ) That is Israel. I was reading the other 
morning that when the Lord purifies the sons of Levi, 
He does it as a refiner purifies gold by the action of 
fire. ( Mal 3:3 ) When the Risen Lord searches the 
seven churches in the book of Revelation His eyes are 
described as a “ flame of fire.” ( Rev 1:14 ) Fire is also 
an emblem of the Holy Spirit and the church age. On 
the day of Pentecost “ there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire.” ( Acts 2:3 ) So we see that fire 
is a symbol of, 

1. The Awareness of God:
Moses was aware of God when he drew near that bush 
that burned with fire but was not consumed. ( Ex 3:2 ) 

2. The Approval of God: 

In relation to the Tabernacle we read “ there came a 
fire out from before the Lord and consumed upon the 
altar the burnt offering and the fat.” ( Lev 9:24 ) 

3. The Activity of God:
For here on Carmel we read “ Then the fire of the Lord 
fell.” ( 18:38 ) My …. is this not our greatest need to 
day ? Above everything else, do we not need the true 
fire of the Lord ? Do we not need an awareness of 
God, the approval of God, and the activity of God. We 
need to pray, “ Lord send the fire.” You see, as we 
look around today we see two extremes. Dr Ted 
Rendall reminds us that on the one hand there is the,  

No Fire of Formalism: the things that substitute for 
the “ fire of the Lord.” My …. we may have beautiful 
buildings, good choirs, great singing, generous giving 
but all these are poor substitutes for the power of God. 
On the other hand there is the  

Wild Fire of Fanaticism: people looking for new and 
novel spiritual experiences. Taking these very words to 
describe, unorthodox interpretations of Scripture and 
questionable expeditions into the realm of the mystical 
and emotional. In their zeal they proceed like Nadab 
and Abihu to offer “ strange fire,” ( Lev 10:1 ) on the 
altar of their hearts identifying their abnormal 
experiences as valid New Testament Christianity. Now 
it’s not the no fire of formalism or the wild fire of 
fanaticism but the true fire of the Lord that we 
desperately need. The awareness of God, the approval 
of God, and the activity of God in the hearts of God’s 
people. Is this not what revival is all about ? It’s 



nothing more than God’s people falling in love with 
Christ afresh. It’s then that God’s people become 
Christ captured, Christ controlled, and Christ 
challenged. The Lord Jesus becomes real to them and 
they abide in Him and He in them. Now what has this 
got to do with this scene on Mount Carmel ? Well, 
Mount Carmel which means “ garden or fruitful,” was 
located near the border of Israel and Phoenicia, so it 
was a good place for the Phoenician god Baal to meet 
Jehovah the God of Israel. It was an area often claimed 
by pagans as a home of the gods and had been 
associated with the worship of Baal. In other words, 
Elijah was giving the Baal worshippers a home-field 
advantage by choosing this location. Do you recall the 
challenge ? “ The God that answereth by fire let him be 
God.” ( 18:24 )  

Since Baal was the Lord of fire the people could do 
nothing else but say, “ it is well spoken.” ( 18:24 ) Do 
you know what happened ? Baal was powerless. But 
what was it that Elijah needed ? My …. he needed 
evidence that God was alive and active so that people 
would believe on Him. Thus we read, “ Then the fire of 
the Lord fell.” ( 18:38 ) When ? Then ? What are the 
antecedents of this “ then ?” “ Then,” When did “ the 
fIre of the Lord,” fall ? When, 

(1) PREPARATION WAS MADE 

And this preparation is seen in terms of the of the 
Altar, the Stones, and the Bullock. You see, 

(a) THE ALTAR: SPEAKS OF WORSHIP: 

Of Abram we read, “ And Abram went up out of Egypt 
…. unto the place of the altar, which he had made there 
at the first and there Abram called on the name of the 
Lord.” ( Gen 13:4 ) What was the first thing that Elijah 
did in preparation for the coming of the fire of the  
Lord ? Well, look if you will at ( 18:30 ) You see, 
idolatry and apostasy had been prevalent for so long 
that the altars were broken down. ( 19:10 ) This broken 
altar then was a solemn testimony that the people had 
departed from the true and living God. Elijah’s 
repairing it was a rebuking of the nation’s sin and a 
bringing them back to the place of beginning. Is this 
not where we need to begin if we’re to experience the 
“ fire of the Lord ?” When you make a list of your 
priorities what is the top one ? What is the top one ? Is 
it Personal Worship ? Is it spending time with God and 
His Word ? Or is this altar of the Lord broken down ?  

What about Public Worship ? When the time comes for 
us to make our way to His house, do we go reluctantly 
or expectantly ? Not as faithful as once you were. Too 
old, too busy, too tired, too comfortable, too boring. 
Don’t tell me, tell the Lord He’s the Head of the 
Church. Has this altar almost gone ?  I mean the 
assembly meets here four times in the week ? How 
often are you here ? A leader but are you an example in 
public worship ? A  member but not here, a Christian 
but no appetite for the things of God. Let me ask, are 
you saved at all ? What about your Private Worship ?
The family today is constantly under attack. Did you 
ever think about the enemies of your home ? Alcohol, 
divorce, materialism, new morality, Satanism. Is it not 
serious the division and discord that exists in so many 



Christian homes ? And in addition to all of this we’ve 
disobeyed the Word of the Lord. God says, “ Now 
these are the commandments, the statutes and the 
judgement …. and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children.” ( Deut 6:1-7 ) Was there not a time 
when the family gathered together to thank God for 
His daily providence, wonderful redemption, 
sustaining grace, but the sound of united worship is 
rarely heard in our homes today. ( Gen 18:19 ) My …. 
what is it that has replaced the family altar ? Prosperity, 
worldliness, pleasure and amusement. Do we not need 
to repair this altar of the Lord that has been broken ?  

(b) THE STONES: SPEAK OF FELLOWSHIP: 

Is it not significant  to note that Elijah took twelve 
stones ? ( 18:31 ) You see, he was intimidating that he 
was about to offer sacrifice in the name of the whole 
nation. Now remember the nation was no longer one. 
Do you recall that after Solomon’s death it divided ? 
( 930 BC ) There was the southern kingdom and the 
northern kingdom, but in taking the twelve stones 
Elijah was testifying to the unity of the whole nation.  
( 18:36 ) In an age of various and numerous 
denominations we must never lose sight of the 
essential oneness of the people of  God ( Gal 3:28 ) 
Moreover, we must seek to promote that oneness 
within the fellowship of the local church,  
“ endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” ( Eph 4:3 ) D. L. Moody said, “ I 
never knew a church with discord to have revival.”
My ….. when gossip, slander, and backbiting are going 
on, do you think the Spirit of God is going to bless ? 

Back in Charles Finney’s day a young man was 
converted and called to the ministry. He said, “ We can 
have revivals. God is the same God. The God of Finney 
is our God too, He will give us revivals. Now we are 
going to pray for revival.” They prayed for about six 
months, but no revival. That young man knew 
something was wrong and he said, “ We will come 
together on a certain day and fast and pray and find 
out what is hindering revival.” They set the day. The 
men locked their shops. The women came. They 
gathered together in the church. The preacher stood up 
and said, “ If you have anything to say, say it right 
now. We are going to pray and find out what is the way 
of revival. Something is wrong with us.” At that time a 
deacon stood up and said, “ Pastor, there is no use in 
our fasting and praying when deacon so and so and I 
are not on speaking terms.”

He went over to his fellow deacon and said, “ I have 
been saying ugly things about you. I have been hating 
you in my heart. I want you to forgive me.” A woman 
went to another woman and said, “ I have been 
gossiping about you, I want you to forgive me.”
Believers began to criss-cross that church, making 
things right with God and each other, and emptying out 
the awful bile and gall that had been hindering the 
Spirit of God and making the Lord sick. They did not 
need to have the day of prayer and fasting, revival had 
begun. Did you ever notice where Dr. Luke put’s  
“ fellowship,” in that key verse ( 2:42 ) in Acts ? He 
says “ they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and 
in prayers.” Why does fellowship come before the 



breaking of bread ? Because you cannot sit at this 
Table if you are out of fellowship with your brother ? 
Is there some Christian that you need to put things 
right with ? Do you recall the words of Christ ?  
“ Between thee and him alone.” ( Matt 18:15 ) (a) (b)  

(c) THE BULLOCK: SPEAKS OF LORDSHIP: 

Look if you will at ( 18:33 ) You see, Elijah was doing 
everything in accordance with God’s Word. ( Lev 1:6 ) 
He cut the bullock in pieces then placed piece after 
piece upon the altar. You see, he was going to prove 
that Jehovah was the LORD. ( 18:18 ) Are you ready to 
place on the altar your hands ? What about your feet ? 
What about your will ? Your intellect ? What about 
your money ? Is Christ Lord of your cheque-book ? In 
complete contrast to the dead animal sacrifices of the 
Old Testament Paul beseeches us “ to present our 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God 
which is your reasonable service.” ( Rom 12:1 ) 
Someone once asked General Booth of the Salvation 
Army the secret of his life. He replied, “ God has had 
all there was of me. There have been men with greater 
brains than I, even with greater opportunities, but from 
the day that I got the poor of London on my heart, and 
caught a vision of what Jesus Christ could do with me 
and them.  

On that day I made up my mind that God should all of 
William Booth there was. If there is anything of power 
in the Salvation Army it is because God has had all the 
adoration of my heart, all the power of my will, and all 
the influence of my life.” Is that true of you ? Is Christ 

truly your Lord ? “ Then the fire of the Lord fell,”
When ? (1) 

(2) MOTIVATION WAS PURE 

Do you recall the prayer of the psalmist ? “ Search me 
O God and know my heart, try me and know my ways 
and see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me 
in the way everlasting.” ( Ps 139:23-24 ) Well, that’s 
what God did with Elijah. Did you notice how Elijah 
prayed ? ( 18:36 ) There is it seems to me, to be a hold 
up here for nothing happens. I wonder did Elijah’s 
motive need to be purged ? One thing is sure, that 
when he takes up his prayer again it seems to be with 
increasing earnestness. “ Hear me, O Lord hear me.” 
“ Then the fire of the Lord fell.” You see all “ I,” has 
gone it is only that God shall be glorified. The “ I,” is 
turned into the “ Thou,” and when the motive was 
purged the fire fell. You see, 

(a) HIS SUPREME CONCERN WAS THE GLORY 
OF GOD: 

Hear him as he cries, “ Lord God of Abraham, Isaac 
and of Israel let it be known this day that Thou art God 
in Israel.” ( 18:36 ) Elijah wanted the nation to know 
that Jehovah was the true and living God. ( 18:37 ) He 
did not know nor did he care what would happen to 
himself, but his soul was filled with a consuming 
passion for the glory of God. He could not bear to 
think of those wrecked altars and martyred prophets.  
( 19:10 ) He could not bear to think that the people 
were entertaining the idea that Jehovah had abdicated 



in favour of Baal, so he cries that God would vindicate 
Himself, that He would make known His mighty power 
to this sinful nation. The glory of God was his supreme 
concern. Is the glory of God your first concern ? All of 
the preaching, contending for the faith, singing, 
testifying, teaching the kids, shepherding the flock, 
doing the work of a elder or deacon, of a youth leader, 
for whose glory ? Is it just for show ? Do you know 
something ? Whenever self-effort, self-glory, self-
seeking, self-promotion enters into the work of God, or 
the work of revival, God leaves us to ourselves. The 
Lord says, “ I am the Lord, that is my name and my 
glory will I not give to another.” ( Is 42:8 )  

Was the glory of God not the supreme concern of the 
Lord Jesus ? Was it not Christ who said, “ I seek not 
mine own glory,” ( Jn 8:50 ) “ Father, glorify Thy 
name.”( 12:28 ) And in His great high priestly prayer 
He said, “ I have glorified Thee on the earth I have 
finished the work Thou givest me to do.” ( 17:4 ) My 
…. we are so anxious at times about the success of our 
work, our church, our denomination, our hall, our 
choir, our Sunday School, and what we have lost sight 
of is the vindication, glory, and honour of our God. 
Pause and reflect this …. ! Think of the depressing 
state of the cause of Christ in our land. Consider the 
inroads the enemy has made and the awful devastation 
he has wrought. What is the answer ? There is one 
answer. Divine awareness, Divine approval, Divine 
activity, a revelation of the presence and power of God. 
The question is this. Have you got to the place where 
you are looking beyond personal interest ? Church 
interest ? Denominational interest ? Have you got to 

the place where God’s glory is your first concern ?  
Duncan Campbell said that if God could find out one 
man in the land of Wales He could trust with His glory 
revival fire would sweep through that land. But this is 
the problem is it not ? Personal glory, church glory, or 
denominational glory. What about the Saviour’s glory ?  
Why do you want the blessing ? Why do you want the 
fire to fall ? Is it that God might have all the glory ? (a) 

(b) HIS SECONDARY CONCERN WAS THE GOOD 
OF MEN: 

For Elijah cries “ Hear me, O Lord ….,” ( 18:37 ) 
Back from wandering after forbidden objects unto 
Thyself. Back from Baal to the service and worship of 
Jehovah. You see, next to the glory of His Master, the 
deliverance of Israel from the deceits of Satan was the 
deepest longing of his heart. You see, Elijah was no 
selfish, self-centred individual, who was indifferent to 
the fate of his fellow country-men, rather he was 
anxious that they should have that which fully satisfied 
his soul. Was this not Paul’s deep longing ? Listen to 
the passion of his soul. “ For I could wish myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh.” ( Rom 9:3 ) My …. next to the 
glory of your Saviour what is that which should lie 
nearest to your heart ? What is that which should form 
the constant subject of your prayers ? Is it not the 
salvation of sinners ? Is it not that hearts be turned to 
the Lord our God ?  

John Wesley said to his students, “ You have only one 
business and that is the salvation of souls.” David 



Brainerd at the close of his life wrote in his diary, “ I 
cared not how I lived nor what hardships I went 
through if only I might gain souls for Christ.”
Professor Smeaton of Edinburgh used to say to his 
students, “ Gentlemen reckon your ministry a failure 
unless souls are won to Christ.” My …. have we a 
concern for the lost ? Our neighbours, our nearest, our 
next of kin. Is it not strange that some Christians seem 
to have a concern for the foreign mission field but 
none for the home mission field ? Yet the Lord says 
you have to begin where ? “ In Jerusalem.”  
( Acts 1:8 ) Don’t tell me you have a concern for the 
lost in Libya but none in Lurgan, you have a passion 
for Kenya but none in Kilwilkie, you have a burden for 
Maldova but nothing for Mourneview, you have a love 
for Denmark but nothing for Dollingstown ? “ In 
Jerusalem.” 

Oh for a passionate passion for souls 
Oh for a pity that yearns 

Oh for a love that loves unto death 
Oh for a fire that burns 

Do you know something ? When the fire falls people 
turn to the Lord. ( 18:39 ) Is this not what happened in 
our land in 1859 ? When the fire fell, 100,000 souls 
were swept into the kingdom. Sinners were smitten 
with conviction, houses of sin and shame were closed. 
Crime fell by amazing proportions. Romanism and 
Unitarianism reeled under the hammer of the Word of 
God. “ Then the fire of the Lord fell.” When ? (1) (2) 

(3)  SUPPLICATION WAS REAL 

Elijah’s prayer on Carmel was a masterpiece of concise 
praying. ( 18:36-37 ) E. M. Bounds is right in saying 
that short, powerful, public prayers are the outcome of 
long secret intercession. ( 17:3 18:20-21 ) What a 
prayer this was. Will you notice that Elijah addressed, 

God as the Covenant God of Israel: “ Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac and of Israel.” 
He prayed at the time of the evening sacrifice: thus 
identifying himself with the sacrifices that were being 
offered in the temple at Jerusalem. 
Still again, his prayer was the prayer of a man of faith: 
( 18:33 ) 
Then again, it was definite, urgent and very brief:  
( Eccl  5:2 Mk 12:40 ) But was it that made it so real ? 
Well, 

(a) IT THROBBED WITH FERVENCY: 

“ Hear me, O Lord hear me that this people may know 
that Thou art the Lord God.” ( 18:37 ) This was not lip 
service, this was real praying. Elijah could not endure 
the dishonour that was being done to His Master on 
every side. He yearned to see God vindicate Himself. 
My …. this was the earnest cry of a pent up soul. Does 
your praying throb with fervency ? Is it marked by 
intensity ? James speaking of Elijah says, “ the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” ( James 5:16 ) Now in order for our praying to 
be effective they don’t have to be phrased in a certain 
language. An American lady who visited Israel very 
late in life came home and started taking a course in 
Hebrew. When someone asked her why she was taking 



this difficult language she said, “ Well, it won’t be long 
before I die and I would love to greet my Maker in His 
native language.” My …. there is no need to pray in a 
certain language for your prayers to be effective. Nor 
do you need to pray a certain length, nor do you need 
to pray with certain loudness. One old commentator 
put it like this, “ if the arrow of prayer is to enter 
heaven we must draw it from a bow full bent.” Is this 
how you pray ? Earnestly, fervently, with intensity ? (a) 

(b) IT FLOWED FROM REALITY: 

The reality of a life lived with God, for God, in God. 
Robert Murray McCheyne said, “ What a man is in 
his prayer closet is what he is.” No Christian is greater 
than his prayer life and his prayer life can be no greater 
than his personal life. My …. we cannot divorce our 
living from our praying. Do you know something ? It’s 
possible to preach, teach, testify without being right 
with God. These are person to person encounters but 
prayer is a person to God encounter and you cannot 
fake it with God. John reminds us “ Whatsoever we ask 
we receive of Him because we keep His commandments 
and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.”
( 1 Jn 3:22 Ps 66:18 ) Elijah did those things that were 
pleasing in His sight, for his life was marked by 
separation unto God ( 17:1 ) communion with God 
( 17:1 ) and obedience to God ( 17:5 ) and such a man 
had the ear of God, had power with God in prayer. 

Is this the reason why your prayers go unanswered ? 
Our practice does not match our prayers, our conduct is 
not in keeping with our cry. We have forgotten that it is 

the “ effectual …. of a righteous man, one who is right 
with God in his daily living that avails much.” “ Then 
the fire of the Lord fell.” ( Deut 13:13-18 ) When ? 
When Elijah prayed. Is prayer not the burden of  
revival ? ( 2 Chron 7:14 ) “ Then …..,” When ? 1:2 3:  

Only Revival can save Ulster Religiously: For when 
we turn to the religious sphere the downgrade is only 
too apparent. 
Only Revival can save Ulster Morally: for think of the  
dishonouring of marriage, the desecration of the Lord’s 
day, and the legalizing of obnoxious sin. 
Only Revival can save Ulster Spiritually: for in 
fundamental churches the fires of aggressive 
evangelism burn low, a zeal for God and a burden for 
souls is sadly lacking. As a result many churches are  
“ sound,” but “ sound asleep.” What we desperately 
need is “ the fire of the Lord.” William Booth prayed,  

God of Elijah hear our cry 
Send the fire, Oh, make us fit to live or die 
Send the fire, To burn up every trace of sin 

To bring the light and glory in, 
The revolution now begin 

Send the fire 

To make our weak hearts strong and brave 
Send the fire, To live a dying world to save 

Send the fire,Oh, see us on Thy altar lay 
Our lives, our all this very day 

To crown the offering now we pray 
Send the fire 

“ Then the fire of the Lord fell.” 




