
Place: Lurgan Baptist 24:1:2016 

A MAN FOR OUR TIME 

Reading: 1 Kings 18:41-46 James 5:16-18 

8. PRAYING FOR THE WEATHER 

Stephen Cole tells that many years ago the Chinese 
evangelist, Watchman Nee, was preaching with a small 
team of men on an island off the coast of South China. 
The people politely received them, but there was little 
response. Finally, a young brother with the team suddenly 
asked the crowd, “ Why will none of you believe?”
Someone in the crowd explained that they had a god,  
Ta-Wang ( Great King,” ) who had never failed them. 
They had held a festival procession in his name for 286 
years, and without fail that day had been clear and sunny. 
They determined the exact day by divination. It so 
happened that the day was only two days away. When he 
heard that, the young Christian impetuously blurted,  
“ Then I promise you that it will rain that day.” The 
crowd cried, “ If it rains that day, we will believe that 
your God is God.”  

Nee was elsewhere in the village when the incident 
occurred. When he heard the news, which was spreading 
like wildfire, he panicked. At once they stopped preaching 
and gave themselves to prayer. They didn’t know whether 
they had made a terrible mistake or whether God would 
honor their prayer and send rain. As they were waiting on 
God in prayer, the word came to Nee, “ Where is the Lord,

God of Elijah ?” ( 2 Kings 2:14 ) It came with such clarity 
and power that he knew God had answered. He told the 
other men, “ The Lord will send rain on that day.” So they 
went out and announced everywhere that the true God 
would send rain on Ta-Wang’s festival day. They went out 
the next day and used the clear weather to preach. Three 
families turned to Christ and publicly burned their idols. 
They came back tired and rejoicing and went to bed. The 
day of the festival, Nee was awakened by the direct rays 
of the sun through the window. He got up, knelt down, 
and anxiously prayed, “ Lord, please send the rain.” He 
was rebuked “ Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?” So he 
went downstairs to breakfast. Everyone down in silence. 
As they bowed to thank God for the food, they again 
asked God to send rain. Even before their Amen, they 
heard a few drops on the tiles. As they ate their rice, there 
was a steady shower. They gave thanks and asked for 
heavier rain, which then began to fall in buckets-full. By 
the time breakfast was over, the streets were deep in 
water.  

Meanwhile, in the village, some were shouting that there 
was no more Ta-Wang. But others carried the idol out on a 
sedan chair. Because of the rain, they stumbled and fell 
and the idol fractured his jaw and arm. Finally, they 
carried him back into the house. The village elders met 
and did some more divination. They determined that it 
was the wrong day. The correct day was three days later. 
When Nee and his co-workers heard this news, they had 
an immediate assurance that God would send rain on the 
new day and they announced it. Meanwhile, the sky 
cleared and they enjoyed seeing over 30 people genuinely 



converted during the next three days of preaching. On the 
third day, at the hour appointed for the procession, they 
met again for prayer. Not a minute late, the Lord answered 
with more torrential rain. Satan’s power was broken. God 
had shown His power and many sinners turned to Him.  
( In Sit, Walk, Stand [Christian Literature Crusade] ( pp. 
57-62.) Thousands of years earlier another man prayed. 
That man was Elijah. God had promised to send rain, and 
Elijah was cashing in on that promise. ( 18:1 ) You see, 
the rain that followed did not only bring relief. It was 
visible evidence that God, not Baal was the true and living 
God. Now remember up until now we have seen Elijah in 
Confrontation before an apostate king. Then we have 
viewed him in Concealment beside a drying brook and a 
dwindling barrel. Then we saw him in Conflict in 
dramatic action on Carmel. Now we focus our attention 
on him in Communication. 

This is certainly not the first time we read of Elijah’s 
prayer life. James says, “ he prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain and it rained not.” ( 5:17 ) Do you recall how he 
poured out his soul for the recovery of the widow’s son ?  
( 17:20 ) On Mount Carmel it was his prayer that brought 
down the descending fire, and now the descending flood. 
You see, our public ministry with men will only be as 
powerful as our private ministry with God. Now there are 
three characteristics of Elijah’s prayer that I will to direct 
your mind too. Notice that, 

(1) ELIJAH PRAYED EARNESTLY

James says, “ He prayed earnestly ....,” ( 5:17 ) Literally 
it means, “ He prayed in his prayer.” Do you do that ? 
Isn’t it refreshing to hear a new convert pray without all 
the clichés and jargon that the rest of us use. Some time 
ago a man was saved in Dallas, Texas on a Thursday 
night. He showed up the following Sunday at the services 
and when Wednesday night came he was at the mid-week. 
Before the prayer session he turned to the man sitting next 
to him and said, “ Do you think they’d mind if I prayed ?” 
“ Of course not,” replied the Christian, “ that’s what we 
are here for.” “ I know but I’ve got a problem I can’t 
pray the way you people do.” The believer said, “ that’s 
no problem at all.” Well, after a number prayed he rose to 
his feet and said, “ Lord this is Jim, I’m the one that met 
you last Thursday night. Forgive me Lord, but I can’t say 
it the way the rest of these people do, but I want to tell you 
the best I know how, I love you Lord. Amen.” Do you 
know what ? He ignited the prayer meeting. The rest had 
been doing a fantastic job scraping the Milky Way, but he 
prayed. Elijah prayed earnestly. How do we know ? Well, 
look at, 

(a) HIS SEPARATION: 

Did you notice ( 17:42 ) ? “ And Elijah went up to the top 
of Carmel ....,” Do you know the first thing that you will 
see when you arrive at the top of Carmel ? A statue of 
Elijah.  Isn’t it interesting to note that Ahab went up to his 
Feast, but Elijah went up to his Father.  Ahab’s primary 
interest was in going to his tents to feast. The day’s events 
on Carmel did not move him. He could sit through a soul 
stirring meeting without emotion. “ Eating and drinking 



was all this Satan blinded sot cared about.” ( Pink ) The 
passions of the flesh controlled him. With Ahab it was the 
material, with Elijah it was the spiritual, with Ahab it was 
the temporal, with Elijah it was the eternal, with Ahab it 
was time, with Elijah it was eternity. You can tell a lot 
about people by what their interests are. Listen to folk 
after a church service and you can tell what their priorities 
are. For most men it’s sports. Is this not what they talk 
about before and after church ? A moving message does 
not stir them but how different it is when they go to a 
sporting event ? They get excited, they’ll talk about it the 
whole way home. My …. do the passions of the flesh not 
dominate us more than we think ? Ahab went up to his 
Feast, but Elijah went up to his Father. He went to 
prayer. He was still interested in spiritual exercise. Now 
Elijah was exhausted, it would have been so legitimate to 
have had refreshment but he had important business on 
hand so he leaves the question of food until after he had 
sought the Lord.  

Sometime we pray and we see little happen. I wonder 
could this be the reason ? Is it because we are not 
prepared to “ fast,” or abstain from “ legitimate things,” 
for a time in order to bring eternity into focus. Is this not 
the difference between a mediocre Christian and a 
spiritual giant ? He separated himself. He climbs a 
mountaintop to do business with God. Here in a place of 
seclusion and solitude he holds uninterrupted fellowship 
with the living God. A place where the sights and sounds, 
disturbances and distractions of this old world are shut 
out. A place where the voices of this world are exchanged 
for His voice ? Have you such a place ? It can be a place 

as simple as a closet or room, ( Matt 6:6 ) where you can 
shut the door and be alone. That’s all you need .... just a 
place to be alone with God to pray, to wait, to seek His 
will, to claim His promises. “ Every day we live,” wrote 
missionary Amy Carmichael “ we have to choose whether 
we should follow in the way of Ahab or of Elijah.” (a)  
“ He prayed earnestly …,” for look at, 

(b) HIS HUMILIATION:

Look if you will at ( 18:42 ) Not only did he separate 
himself, but he humbled himself.  My .... he had just come 
through the greatest and certainly the most public victory 
of his life, and he goes right back to Mount Carmel, back 
to the scene of his triumph, and humbles himself before 
God. Now there are examples in the Bible of people 
praying while they were standing ( Neh 9:5 ) kneeling 
( Ezra 9:5 ) sitting ( 1 Chron 17:16 ) bowing ( Exod 34:8 ) 
Elijah’s posture was certainly outward evidence of inward 
earnestness and genuine humility. My .... before Ahab he 
carried himself with courage and dignity, before God he 
humbled himself. Facing the forcing of Baal he was as 
bold as a lion, alone with God he hides his face.  

There as God’s ambassador he pleaded with Israel, here as 
Israel’s intercessor he pleads with God .... earnestly, 
reverently, and humbly. I wonder have you lost your 
reverence for God ? Is it not often when Christians taste 
success, experience promotion, have recognition that they 
think they are somebody, get away from the Lord and 
their dependency on Him and ruin their testimony ? My 
….. does this not say something about Elijah ? Though 



great before men, he casts himself down in humble 
prostration before the Lord. Is how you come before the 
Lord ? Do you conduct yourself in a way that befits His 
majesty ? Do you take your place in the dust before a 
Holy God ? ( Gen 18:27 ) It was Arthur Pink who said,  
“ We scarcely recognize God, He seems to have lost His 
identity.” But not Elijah, for “ he prayed earnestly,” for 
look at, 

(c) HIS MOTIVATION: 

I mean did God not say, “ Go show thyself unto Ahab and 
I will send rain upon the earth.” ( 18:1 ) You see, Elijah’s 
prayer was based on the promise of the Lord. But then if 
God promised to send rain on the earth, why pray ? Well, 
it’s here we encounter those two seemingly contradictory 
truths that permeate the Scriptures, namely the 
sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man. You see 
while God is the sovereign planner of events and is not 
surprised or thwarted by human deeds or misdeeds, man is 
still a creature endowed with responsibility. Simply put 
we can say, that God had ordained the means as well as 
the ends. Yes, God had ordained the end, that rain would 
be sent, but He also had ordained the means, that the rain 
would be sent in response to Elijah’s prayer. For prayer is 
the hand of faith, that translates promise into performance.  

My …. Elijah didn’t say, “ The Lord is going to send the 
rain, I’ve no need to pray.” No, no, rather he went into 
the presence of God and pleaded the promise of God, he 
cried, “ Lord, do as thou hast said.” ( 2 Sam 7:25 ) In the 
prophecy of Ezekiel God promises blessing after blessing 

to the nation of Israel, yet He says “ I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them.”
( 36:37 ) You see, God’s promises are given not to restrain 
but to incite us to pray. My .... do you make God’s 
sovereignty an excuse for your laziness ? William Carey, 
who became a missionary to India preached at a gathering 
of Baptist ministers in Nottingham in 1792. Carey 
preached from Isaiah ( 54:2 ) “ Enlarge the place of thy 
tent… spare not, lengthen thy cords…” Carey cried,  
“ Attempt great things for God, expect great things from 
God.” But all that Carey received was discouragement. 
Someone said, “ Sit down, young man, if God wants to 
convert the heathen He can do it without your help.” But 
God had the last laugh and used Carey to confound the 
strong and mighty. You see, God not only ordains the ends 
He ordains the means. Do you know what it is to come 
into His presence and plead His promise, to remind Him 
of His Word, to pray according to His will ? ( 1 Jn 5:14 )  

(2) ELIJAH PRAYED EXPECTANTLY

A missionary spoke about a letter he received from a little 
girl whose Sunday School class had been writing to 
foreign missionaries. Their teacher told them that the 
missionaries might not have the time to answer their 
letters, for the one he received simply said this,  

“ Dear Mr. Smith, we are praying for you. We are not 
expecting an answer.”  My .... hasn’t that little girl 
summed up many of our prayer lives ? “ We are praying 
for you we are not expecting an answer.” 



 How different was Elijah, for he prayed expectantly. If 
you underline three statements in three verses you’ll see 
the story of an answer to prayer. In ( 18:43 ) “ there is 
nothing,” in 18:44 ) “ a little cloud,” in ( 18:45 ) “ a 
great rain,” And the key ? Elijah prayed expectantly, for 
do you see, 

(a)THE CONFIDENCE THAT MOVED HIM: 

Elijah was so confident that it moved him to say to his 
servant, “ Go up now look toward the sea.” ( 18:43 ) You 
see, while he was praying he was on the look out for the 
answer because he believed the promise of God to send 
rain. To Elijah the question was not if, but only when. He 
prayed expecting God to answer. Elijah said to his 
servant, “ We are going into partnership you and I.” He 
said, “ We are going to watch and pray. You watch and I 
will pray. You go the crest of Carmel and watch.” Elijah 
with his face buried in his mantle began to plead with God 
to send rain. Presently the servant came running across the 
mountain “ Elijah, Elijah,” “ Yes,” “ Elijah nothing is 
happening.” “ Well, go again.” My …. will you take a 
good at this servant ? For he is the father of all those who 
are exercised about blessing but expect nothing. You see, 
in regard to prayer it’s important to realize that if you 
expect nothing you’ll be seldom disappointed.  

Do you recall that exciting prayer meeting in the early 
church ? “ Peter therefore was kept in prison but prayer 
was made without ceasing of the church unto God for 
him.” ( Acts 12:5 ) When God miraculously delivered 
Peter in response to their prayers he appeared before the 

door of the home in which they were praying. When 
Rhoda came to open the door she recognized Peter’s 
voice, and she was so overjoyed that she ran back inside 
without opening the door. “ Peter’s at the door,” she 
exclaimed. Do you get the picture ? This girl recognizes 
Peter’s voice. “ Good night, its Peter.” She’s so excited 
that she forgets to open the door. She runs back, “ Hey, 
Peter is out there.” Did they stop to thank the Lord ? Did 
they stand to sing, “ Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow ....,” “ No.” They said to her, “ You’re out of your 
mind.” But she insisted that it was so. Can you visualize 
the scene now ? As Rhoda says, “ I recognized his voice.” 
“ No, not Peter you’re seeing things.” She would not be 
put down with that so they came up with a more 
theological answer. “ It’s his angel.” They were not 
praying for an angel to be delivered but fortunately the 
answer to their prayers kept knocking and if I know Peter 
about this time, he would be knocking awfully loud. 
When finally, they opened the door they were astonished. 
Literally it means, “ they were dumb founded, knocked 
out.”  

Now before you crawl all over them, suppose someone 
came up to you today and said, “ You know what you’ve 
been praying for, for the last twenty years ?” “ Yes, it’s 
been the great burden of my heart.” “ Well, you have the 
answer.” “ I what ?” “ The Lord has answered your 
prayer.” “ Don’t keep me going.” “ Really, your relative 
has received Christ as Saviour.” “ No, you must have 
someone else in mind.” “ Is his name John ?” “ Right,”  
“ Well, he’s saved.” “ Let me see him I can’t believe it.” 



In the early nineteenth century George Muller went to his 
knees claiming God’s promise that He would be a  
“ Father to the fatherless.” ( Ps 68:5 ) He prayed that God 
would provide food and supplies for an orphanage under 
his care and God graciously responded. As Muller prayer 
relationship with the Lord deepened, he wrote this, 

Most frequently we fail in not continuing in prayer until 
the blessing is obtained, and in not expecting the blessing.  

My …. are you praying confidently, expectantly ? Do you 
know what it is to “ continue in prayer and watch in the 
same with thanksgiving ?” ( Col 4:2 ) (a) 

(b) THE PERSISTENCE THAT MARKED HIM:

James says “ he prayed …. and he prayed again,”  
( 5:17-18 ) Can you see the servant returning to Elijah and 
saying, “ There is nothing.” ( 18:43 ) Nothing arising out 
of the sea to intimate the approach of rain .... nothing. Do 
you know the experience ? Have you sought the Lord for 
someone, for something and you’ve looked for an answer 
and there is nothing ? No tear of penitence in their eye, no 
symptom of change in their sinful lifestyle. Nothing. I 
wonder what’s been your reaction ? Have you said, “ I 
thought so.” Have you stopped praying ? Elijah did not for 
he said, “ Go again seven times,” Or “ He said seven 
times, go again.” Elijah was not answered immediately 
but he persevered. After five times the servant came back. 
“ Nothing,” “ Go again.” The sixth time, “ Master there is 
nothing.” “ Go again.” The seventh time, “ behold there 
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea like a man’s hand.”

( 18:44 ) A man’s hand had been raised in supplication and 
had as it were left its shadow on the heaven. Elijah 
persevered. Sometimes like Elijah we will experience 
delays in answers to our prayers. Why is this ? One writer 
says “ It is not that God is hard to persuade it is that He 
will have us mean what we say.” My .... do you know 
what it is to hold on to God ? Are you persevering in 
prayer ?  ( Gen 32:26 Is 30:18 ) Have you gone to the 
edge of the mountain six times and yet there is nothing ? 
Hold on, the answer may be nearer than you think. Did 
you know that George Mueller of Bristol prayed all of his 
life for a friend to be saved? And that friend was not 
saved until the day of George Mueller’s funeral.  

Some of you are praying for a wayward child. Some of 
you are praying for a lost husband. Some of you are 
praying, and I just want to say, “ Don’t give up. You keep 
on hounding heaven Mother, hold on to God for your 
wayward boy, father hold on, for your unsaved children. 
Wife, hold on to God for your unsaved husband for we 
have a God who hears and answers prayer.” My .... I 
stand before you this .... as the result of my father’s 
persistence in prayer. (1) (2) 

(3) ELIJAH PRAYED EFFECTIVELY 

Do you see what it says in ( 18:45-46 ) ? James says,  
“ And he prayed again and the heaven gave rain and the 
earth brought forth her fruit.” ( 5:18 ) Thomas Manton 
said “ Elijah seemed to have the key of heaven to open
and shut it at pleasure.”  Did you notice that Elijah’s 
prayer had a two-fold effect ? It had an effect, 



(a) UPON THE LAND PHYSICALLY: 

“ The heaven gave rain and the earth brought forth her 
fruit.” ( 5:18 ) This was no light drizzle, no soft summer 
shower, enough to moisten the land, but not to solve the 
drought. No, this was a heavy rain that broke the 
prolonged dry spell. Rain, is often mentioned in the Bible 
as a blessing of God. ( Deut 28:23 Jer 3:3 Lev 26:4 ) 
Indeed, God withheld this blessing because of a nation’s 
sin, but when Israel returned to God He responded with 
the blessing of rain. ( Deut 11:16-17 ) Rain upon the land. 
My .... is that not what we need today ? Do we not need,  
“ times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord ?” 
( Acts 3:19 ) Around us, yes and within us there is 
spiritual drought, spiritual bareness, and spiritual apathy. 
So little desire for the Word of God, so little hunger for 
righteousness, and so little longing for the place of prayer.  
My …. where are the Elijah’s of God who will bring 
down the refreshing rain to break the drought ?  Here was 
a man who lived with God, like God and for God. A man 
who had heard a voice, seen a vision, tasted a power, 
measured an enemy and wrought a victory. God says, “ I 
sought for a man.” ( Ezek 22:30 ) Will you be that man ? 

 (b) UPON HIS LIFE PERSONALLY: 

Did you notice ( 18:46 ) Ahab probably thinks,  
“ Whaaaat ?” He must have craned his neck, gaping in 
astonishment as Elijah streaked past him. “ This man is 
something else. First, he tells me there will be no rain. 
And no rain falls for three and a half years. After that he 
tells me to get up to the mountain and His God visits us 

with fire. He kills all my prophets, and then he tells me to 
hightail it to Jezreel. And there he goes running faster 
than my horses and chariot. Jezebel won't believe this.” 

My .... Elijah had horsepower that the king never dreamed 
of. You see, he emerges from this experience with a new 
dynamic. The power of God was on him. And the power 
of God was on him because he knew how to lay hold of 
the throne of God in prayer. Great praying brings great 
blessing, great praying brings great power. But you’re too 
busy to pray now. There was a time when you met with 
God in the private place, but not now. There was a time 
when you gathered with the saints to pray but not now. 

R.A. Torrey said, “ We are too busy to pray, and so we 
are too busy to have power. We have a great deal of 
activity but we accomplish little, many services but few 
conversions, much machinery but few results. Prayer is 
the key that opens wide the inexhaustible storehouse of 
divine grace and power. There is only one limit to what 
prayer can do, that is what God can do.”  

My .... the work of God in many areas is languishing, not 
for lack of divine power, but for lack of human prayer. We 
fight, we war, we bicker, we complain, we scheme, we 
talk, we fellowship, we do everything in the world but 
pray. James says, “ Ye have not because ye ask not.”  
( 4:2 ) When are we going to learn that where much 
prayer prevails much power falls ? 




