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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

Readings: Esther 8:1-6, 9:1-5 10:1-3 

8. IN THE END GOD WINS 

I heard about a little boy who was up late one night 
reading one of those “ Murder, Mystery,” books. There 
was a dastardly villain in the story and he was plotting all 
sorts of mayhem to the heroin of the story. The little boy 
was feeling sorry for the heroin of the story and almost 
afraid of the villain himself. Indeed he got so concerned 
about things that he couldn’t wait so he decided to turn 
over to the last chapter of the book. There he read how the 
villain got it in the neck, how he was defeated and how 
the heroine was delivered. Then he went back and began 
to read the book where he had left off and every time the 
villain would plan to do some dirty trick the little boy 
would sit up in the bed and smile to himself and say, “ If 
you knew what I knew you wouldn’t be so proud and 
cocksure about yourself just now.” You see, he had read 
the last chapter and he knew how it was going to end. I 
tell you God’s people have read the last chapter and we 
know how its going to end. My …. in the midst of the 
storms, struggles and sufferings of life, we can project our 
thoughts beyond today and see relief, triumph, and 
victory. 

All earthly woes, all financial pressures, all emotional 
trauma, all physical disabilities and handicaps, all 
domestic conflicts, all international wars, all demonic 
oppression and all Satanic attacks. All that ends. And we 
will be with Him who wins. And that means nothing but 
harmony and unity and victory and praise. We’ll be 
changed down inside. We’ll have new bodies. We’ll have 
the joy of living forever and ever in praise and worship of 
our God. In the end, the Lord comes out on top. His plan 
prevails. That’s why I love the book of Esther. Not only 
does it have a great plot that keeps you on the edge of 
your seat, but when it comes to the final scene, things turn 
out right. Things ends well. The Lord wins. Now in this 
final study I want us to survey the last three chapters. I 
just want to give the essence of these verses. Just give you 
the milk of the coconut so to speak. And there are five 
words that I want to give you that summarize these 
chapters. The first word is, 

(1) TRANSFORMATION: THE POWER OF GOD 

You see, there is no scene so dark that God cannot 
brighten it. There is no writing so permanent that He 
cannot change it, and there is no heart so hard that He 
cannot soften it, even if that heart resides in the most 
powerful person on earth. I mean King Ahasuerus had a 
vast empire. ( 1:1-2 ) His word was absolute law. It was 
he who promoted Haman the Jew hater who then devised 
a plan to exterminate all the Jews in this vast empire, a 
plan that the king ratified ( 3:8-9 ) and yet in the opening 
verses of ( Ch 8 ) we witness an amazing thing. The 
king’s heart has changed from one that gave the Jews into 



Haman’s hands to one that gave Haman’s estate into the 
hands of two Jews. You see, “ the king’s heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water, he turneth it 
whithersoever he willeth.” ( Prov 21:1 ) The king’s heart 
is like soft putty, like play dough in the hands of the Lord 
for did you notice here, 

(a) A CHANGE OF PERSONNEL: 

In those days when a person was a condemned criminal 
his property reverted to the king, to the head of the nation. 
So Haman's house and all of his belongings are now in the 
authority of king Xerxes. He takes the property of Haman 
and he gives it to his wife Esther the queen. In turn she 
takes the property of Haman and places it at the disposal 
of Mordecai. Then the king takes off the ring that he had 
taken from Haman and gives it to Mordecai. When he 
took the ring away from Haman, he gives the ring to 
Mordecai and basically saying, “ You are now going to 
take Haman’s place in my life.” There’s a spiritual 
illustration right here. When you and I were lost, you gave 
your ring, so to speak, to the devil. You devoted your time 
to the devil. But when you received Jesus Christ as your 
Savior you take the ring from the devil and give the ring 
to the Lord Jesus. In so doing you are saying, “ Lord 
Jesus, I am giving you control over my life.” Do we not 
see what the challenge before us this …. is ?  

To be as much surrendered to Christ as we were to the 
devil. Some of you really gave the devil everything you 
had, didn’t you ? You didn’t think anything about giving 
the devil a lot of your time. You just spent all kinds of 

time serving the devil, didn’t you ? Well, don’t you think 
you ought to spend a little more time serving the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? Look at the money you used to spend for 
the devil. You wouldn’t think anything of dropping a few 
hundred pounds for the devil’s pleasures. My …. are you  
as generous in the things of the Lord as you were in the 
things of the devil ? Don’t hold anything back from the 
Lord. Give Jesus Christ everything you have. Basically, 
here’s the king putting Mordecai in charge of his life. (a) 

(b) A CHANGE OF PRECEPT: 

Do you know what the first edict of the king was all  
about ? Condemnation. Do you know what the second 
edict of the king was all about ? Salvation. The problem 
Esther and Mordecai faced was that the king, simply by 
executive fiat couldn’t cancel the first edict. Why ? Well 
the law of the Medes and Persians was like some Baptist 
churches. It never changed. ( Dan 6:8 ) King Ahasuerus 
couldn’t legally revoke his edict, but he could issue a new 
decree that would favour the Jews. The citizens of his 
kingdom did not have to hire a solicitor to explain the new 
edict to them. You can be sure they got the message.  
“ Don’t attack the Jews on the 7th March.” My …. this 
was good news and you’ll notice they wanted to get the  
“ good news,” out, 

1. Extensively: 

Just like Haman’s evil proclamation, Mordecai’s 
proclamation was sent into all 127 provinces of the great 
empire of Persia. ( 8:9 ) My …. Have we a desire to get 



the Word of God out ? To have an outreach that will 
permeate the entire world ?  

2. Urgently: 

 “ The posts . . . . being hastened and pressed on by the 
king’s commandment.” ( 8:14 ) If only the church today 
were like those secretaries and couriers. How we need to 
tell the peoples of the world in their own language the 
good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. But 
for some reason we linger, we hesitate, we procrastinate. 
No wonder the hymn writer says, 

Go quickly for the sons of time 
Are journeying to a hopeless grave 
And tell to earth’s remotest clime 

Of Him who came to seek and save 

(2) SUPLICATION: THE PURPOSE OF GOD 

You see, wealth, prestige and personal security could 
never satisfy Esther so long as her people were still in 
danger. To her, the most important thing in life was not 
her comfort, but their deliverance and she couldn’t rest 
until the matter was settled. How unlike many Christians 
today who ignore the needs of a lost world while their 
search for new ways to spend their money and have fun. 
So many think that attending church and bringing their 
offerings fulfils their responsibilities and gives them the 
freedom to do whatever they please with the rest of their 
time and money. My …. do we not need more people like 
Esther whose burden for condemned souls was greater 

than any other thing in her life ? Realizing the urgency of 
the situation, Esther pleaded with the king. No indication 
is given of the timing of Esther’s pleading recorded here 
in ( 8:3 ) but it does seem to have been a fresh audience 
with the king. Do you see her as she intercedes on behalf 
of her people ? Did you notice Esther does so, 

(a) HUMBLY: 

“ Esther …. fell down at his feet,” ( 8:3 ) She prostrated 
herself before him as she acted as intercessor for her 
people. Is this not the way we our to approach our King ? 
With humility. Do you recall how Abraham approached 
the Lord ? He said, “ I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord which am but dust and ashes.” ( Gen 18:27 )  

(b) PASSIONATELY: 

For Esther “ besought him with tears,” ( 8:3 ) She could 
not and would not separate herself from her people. Do 
you see what she says in ( 8:6 ) ? Her pleading was very 
much in the spirit of Paul’s concern for his Jewish kith 
and kin. “ I  have great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh,” ( Rom 9:2-3 ) Moses expressed similar compassion 
when he said to the sinning Israelites, “ Oh, this people 
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 
Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written,”
( Ex 32:31-32 ) Years ago in a Youth for Christ late night 
prayer meeting, Jacob Stam a lawyer prayed, “ Lord the 



only thing most of us know about sacrifice is how to spell 
the word.” Is that not so true ? Esther couldn’t do 
everything but she could do something, and what she 
could do, she did. She comes before the king in tears 
asking him to reverse the edict that Haman had devised. 
She pleads passionately. General Booth once received a 
letter from one of his officers telling him that he saw very 
little fruit for his labours and asking the Generals advice. 
The reply came in two words, “ Try tears.” Is that a price 
we are prepared to pay ? My …. we’re weeping about the 
wrong things today. People today are weeping over soap 
operas, silly movies and sentimental magazines. Who 
weeps today for souls that are dying and going to an 
eternal hell ? I mean, does the condition of lost souls 
move you to tears ? Is my ministry marked by tears ? 
Mother, have you wept for your unsaved son ? Father, are 
you burdened for your unsaved family ? Wife, are you 
broken for your unsaved husband ? (1) (2) 

(3) LIMITATION: THE PATIENCE OF GOD 

I am thinking now of restraint and self control. Have you 
ever lost your temper and gone off on a tirade ? Have you 
ever lost control of your thoughts, where lust or 
materialism or jealousy broke out of its harness and ran 
unbridled through your mind ? Have you ever talked too 
much and later regretted it ? Sure you have. We all have. 
Every one of us has trouble with retaliation. We want to 
get our own back. Even the godly apostle Paul said, “ For 
the good that I would I do not, but the evil which I would 
not I do.” ( Rom 7:19 ) The problem Paul highlighted 
resides within us all. It’s the problem of losing control. 

The answer to the problem is easy to identify, applying it 
however is a life-time project. What is the key ? Self-
control. Paul says, “ But the fruit of the Spirit is …. 
temperance, or self control.” ( Gal 5:23 ) Self control is to 
a person what brakes are to a car, without it a crash is 
inevitable. Now how does all this apply to Esther ? Well, 
the Jews in Persia had been living under threat of death 
for months. Death drew closer with every sunset. There 
was going to be a holocaust. Then suddenly, one day the 
tables turned. The power shifted. Haman the anti-Semitic 
official was impaled on his gallows and Mordecai the Jew 
was given the place of Prime Minister. A new edict was 
now written which favoured the Jews and now they are 
free to retaliate. I mean do you see, 

(a) THEIR LEGAL RIGHT 

Through the edict that Mordecai penned and stamped with 
the kings signet ring, God gave the Jews the legal right to 
defend themselves. He allowed them to retaliate and 
plunder anyone who would attack them. Look if you will 
at ( 8:11 13 ) Critics of the Bible tell us that it was wicked 
for Mordecai to tell the Jews to defend themselves. If that 
is so then it was even more wicked for Haman and 
Ahasuerus to tell the Persians to attack the Jews in the 
first place. Self-defense isn’t a crime, but genocide 
definitely is. Do these critics of the Bible approve of the 
kings edict ? Well, if they don’t approve of the kings 
decree which permitted murder, then how can they 
disapprove of Mordecai’s decree which allowed the Jews 
the right to defend themselves ? Certainly there was the 
temptation for the Jews to “ take advantage of this 



opportunity. Lets get even. Get back.” Did they ? Well, 
they certainly defended themselves, but the thing that 
strikes us is, 

(b) THEIR EXCEPTIONAL RESTRAINT: 

Nowhere in the opening part of ( Ch 9 ) are women and 
children mentioned, only the men. Also three times we are 
told “ but on the spoil laid they not their hand.”  
( 9:10, 15, 16 ) They had been given permission to take 
advantage of their enemies defeat, but they refused to do 
that. They held back. Think of it this way. Not only did 
the Jews gain mastery over their enemies, they gained 
mastery over themselves. Have you ? When someone 
strikes you with words, actions, behaviour do you  
retaliate ? Do you take matters into your own hands ? Do 
you seek to get even, to strike back ? Or are you like your 
Saviour “ who when he was reviled, reviled not again, 
when he suffered he threatened not but committed himself 
to him that judgeth righteously.” ( 1 Pet 2:23 ) Corrie ten 
Boom lost her beloved sister Betsie in a Nazi death camp. 
She could never forget the face of that brutal guard who 
had made so life so miserable for her and her family. 
Years later as she stood to speak of the love and grace of 
Christ, she looked out and saw that face in the audience. 
She described the awful feelings that floated up into her 
heart and the thoughts that entered her mind. 

As she spoke she found herself wrestling with rage. By 
the time, she had finished, however she had come to terms 
with that human tendency to retaliate, and she spoke to the 
guard of forgiveness that was only found through Christ. 

My …. do you need to take your personal vendettas and 
turn them over to the Lord ? ( Rom 12:17-21 ) (1) (2) (3) 

(4) CELEBRATION: THE PRESERVATION OF 
GOD 

Do you realize that to this very day the Jews keep the 
feast of Purim ? It’s the plural of the word “ pur,” which 
means “ lot.” Of course it originates from Haman’s 
casting of lots to determine the day when the Jews would 
be destroyed. ( 9:24 3:7 ) And every year the Jews 
celebrate this deliverance in the festival of Purim. For 
Jews and especially Jewish children its very much a fun 
day. Every time Haman’s name is mentioned there is 
hissing and booing and every time Mordecai’s name is 
mentioned it is greeted with cheers. Children take gifts of 
food to the elderly, and the day is spent in a party 
atmosphere. One of the purposes of the book of Esther is 
to explain how this non-Mosaic festival of Purim became 
part of the Jewish calendar. It’s a feast designed to help 
them remember what God did for them.  

(a) THE NEED FOR THIS CELEBRATION IS 
OBVIOUS: 

Esther and Mordecai were mindful of the dangers of 
forgetfulness. The Israelites had a problem of not 
remembering God’s blessings when they traveled through 
the wilderness. God would work great miracles for them, 
but “ they soon forgat his works,” (Ps 106:13 ) My …. 
over the Feast of Purim we can write one word  



“ Remember.” Over the Lord’s Supper we can write one 
word “ Remember.” The Lord Jesus appointed the Lord’s 
Table and He said, “ This do in remembrance of me.”  
( Lk 22:19 ) Is it not astonishing that we who are 
redeemed need a reminder ? Yet such is the Lord’s 
understanding of our weakness and the treachery of our 
hearts, that He has made provision for us to be reminded 
in this “ forget me not feast.” You see, He wants us to 
keep the centrality of His death ever before our minds. 

Remember Thee, and all Thy pains 
And all Thy love to me 

Yea, while a breath, a pulse remains 
Will I remember Thee 

(b) THE NATURE OF THIS CELEBRATION IS 
JOYOUS: 

I mean it was “ a day of feasting and gladness,” ( 9:18 ) 
Why to this very day the Jews don’t look back with a 
heavy heart, rather they treat Purim as a time of joy and 
festivity. Do you recall what was said of the early  
church ? “ And they continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple and breaking bread from house to house did 
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.”
( Acts 2:46 ) My …. is much of our worship not joyless ? 
Billy Sunday said, “ If there’s no joy in your religion 
there’s a leak in your Christianity.” Indeed while the 
Lord’s Supper commemorates that sad night on which our 
Lord was betrayed and the awesome truth that He bore 
God’s wrath against our sins, it also commemorates His 
love for us and we rejoice. Paul likens the Christian life to 

a continuous festival. ( 1 Cor 5:8 ) Every day I need to 
remind myself, that I am not my own, because I have been 
bought with a price. As Martin Luther put it, “ I feel as if 
Jesus had died only yesterday.” Are you getting the 
lessons ? (1) (2) (3) (4) and finally, 

(5) EXALTATION: THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD 

For do you see how the book ends ? ( 10:2-3 ) Do you see,  

(a) THE MAN GOD USES: 

Mordecai the Jew. Who would have guessed that the one 
time gate-keeper would be promoted to Prime Minister ? 
It would have made the headlines of the Susa Daily Sun, 
“ Gentile King chooses new Prime Minister …. a Jew.” 
The impression you get of Mordecai is that he shied away 
from the spotlight. He worked behind the scenes and he 
did so for the welfare of others. This was a humble man 
that God lifted to great heights. My …. the list of unlikely 
recruits goes on. Who would have used a harlot to hide 
Jewish spies ? Who would have used a rebel prophet to 
spearhead an evangelistic crusade in Nineveh ? Who 
would have chosen a former Christian hating Pharisee to 
write most of the New Testament ? But you see, God does 
surprising things. He delights in lifting up nobodies and 
using them as somebodies. As Paul says “ Not many 
mighty, not many noble.” ( 1 Cor 1:26 ) Sure, when the 
world selects its major players the criteria is much 
different. The chosen ones are sharp, impressive and 
strong. They look right, they sound right, they fit the 



mould of the successful. But the Lord takes the 
unpretentious and the humble and uses them for His glory. 
Is that you ? Do you have the mind of Christ ? ( Phil 2:5 ) 
The selfless mind, the sacrificial mind, the submissive 
mind ? Never talking down, never looking down, knowing 
your place fulfilling your role for God’s glory. (a) 

(b) THE MESSAGE GOD HONOURS: 

Do you what’s said of Mordecai ? “ And speaking peace 
to all his seed.” ( 10:3 ) Literally, the sentence reads, “ he 
spoke Shalom.” That’s the ancient word for “ peace.”
Mordecai “ spoke peace.” Mordecai’s world was vast. It 
was not limited to Susa where he lived, where the king’s 
throne room was located. It spread to 127 provinces and 
he spoke “ shalom,” to the entire country. Shalom is an 
ancient word for health and security and material plenty. 
Mordecai spread a message of hope and security to all the 
people which certainly pleased the Lord. Why ? Because 
the Lord has the whole world on his heart, every tongue 
and tribe and nation. Do you remember the Lord’s great 
commission ? “ Go ye therefore and teach all  
nations ….,” ( Matt 28:19 )  

We live in a world where we take care of our own. We 
look out for number one. But God’s plan encompasses 
everyone. Every tribe, every tongue and every nation. His 
message of shalom through faith in Christ is universal. Do 
you know what that allows you to do ? It allows you to 
take this universal message wherever you go and tell it to 
whoever you contact. Will you take this message into 
your office ? Into the school ? To the university ?  

To the streets, to the homes, to a lost world that needs 
Christ. And in the end never God forget God wins. Esther 
and Mordecai could have said with Paul, “ I have fought a 
good fight I have finished my course I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous judge shall 
give me at that day and not to me only but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.” ( 2 Tim 4:7-8 ) Paul says in 
effect, “ The best is yet to come. He waits to crown 
faithful service after my death. What a glorious hope is 
mine.” 

In the end, God wins, as do all who serve Him. Not “ pie 
in the sky bye and bye,” but a permanent home in heaven 
where we will experience an eternal existence of shalom. 
Where God will reign triumphant, and where we shall see 
the Saviour “ face to face.”  

Until that day, will you be like Esther ? Will you be 
like Mordecai ? Will you put yourself on the line for 
God ? Will you trust God even in the darkest 
circumstances ?  Will you remember that God is still 
on the throne ? That His hand is still in the glove of 
history ? 




