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   Reading: John 1:29-42 

 

 “ FROM SIMON TO PETER,” 

 

1.  “ FACE TO FACE WITH CHRIST, ” 

 

Some years ago in the U.S.A. pet rocks were the in 

thing. Nestled in curly wood shavings inside small 

cardboard carrying cases, the rocks sold at a cost of 4 

dollars each in prestigious stores from coast to coast to 

the tune of 6,000 a day. An accompanying manual gave 

instructions on how to treat the rocks as human. How 

strange that shapeless, inanimate objects should 

command human affection. But a Bible character, called 

a stone by Jesus has been a favourite of believers 

through the centuries. When the teacher of an adult 

Bible Class was listing personality trait's of the 12 

disciples, a lady exclaimed, “ I like Peter best of all.” 

Dear old Peter we cannot help but love him for of all 

the followers of the Lord Jesus, Simon Peter is 

undoubtedly the most colourful. This man whom Lloyd 

Douglas calls “ The Big Fisherman,” dominates the 

Gospel Record and holds a unique place in the first part 

of the Acts of the Apostles. Scholars have called 

attention to the fact that in the 4 Gospels you have The 

Training of Peter. In the book of Acts you have The 

Testimony of Peter, and in the Epistles you have The 

Teaching of Peter  Now today as we embark upon a 

study that we have entitled From Simon to Peter I want 

us to become a little bit more acquainted with Peter in 

certain areas. For example in the N.T. we see, 

 

(1) Peter Physically: 

 

You get the impression from the Scriptures that Peter is 

a 

physically strong man. Somehow we picture Peter as a 

man of rugged physique with big rough hands used to 

pulling heavy oars in strong seas. He’s a fisherman by 

trade. ( 1:44 Lk 5:10 ) He probably has bulging biceps. 

You get the impression from the Scriptures that Peter is 

used to resolving disputes with a show of physical 

force. Peter is a strong man. (1) 

 

(2) Peter Socially: 

 

Simon was a very common name. When Simon met the 

Lord he was a fisherman by trade and lived with his 

brother Andrew, also a fisherman. Originally he hailed 

from Bethsaida ( 1:44 ) but later moved to Capernaum.  

( Matt 8:14) We know that Simon was married because 

the Lord healed his Mother in Law. “ Simons wife 

mother lay sick of a fever.” ( 1 Cor 9:5 ) Well this 

fisherman named Simon had a common name, a 

common trade, and a common marital status. (1) (2) 

 

 

(3) Peter Intellectually: 

 

For he exhibits a sense of curiosity more than all of the 

other disciples combined. Peter is always asking 

questions. ( Matt 18:21 19:27 ) He's always making 

statements. He is impulsive. He wants to voice his 

opinions, he is a curious man. So we see Peter (1) (2) 



(3)  

 

(4) Peter Emotionally: 

 

Here is a man who is deeply stirred by the words and 

actions of the Saviour. You find this in ( Lk Ch 5 ) when 

he says “ Depart from me for I am a sinful man O 

Lord.” In ( Matt Ch 14 ) he cries out, “ Lord bid me 

come to thee on the water.” In ( Jn Ch 21 ) it is said of 

him that he cast himself into the sea. Peter is volatile, 

questionable, impulsive. But look at: 

 

(5) Peter Spiritually: 

 

He blows hot and cold. He’s up and down. You see 

Peter is so much like you and me. Its with Peter that we 

can identify so much in our lives. Yes, we want to serve 

the Lord Jesus and yet we are aware of our own failures 

and our failures are often the same as Peter failures. We 

want to take a renewed look at this man with whom we 

can so easily identify. We do not point the finger at 

Peter. We do not blame him. We want to learn from him 

and as we learn from the life of Peter perhaps we can 

begin to learn some things about our own lives as well. 

Now in  

( Jn Ch 1) we are introduced to Simon Peter. Peter was 

not present when Andrew first met the Lord. ( 1:39 ) 

But he eagerly responded to the invitation to meet the 

one who would revolutionise his life. Never would he 

forget that searching look and that prophetic utterance “ 

Thou art....thou shalt be,” Thus the first thing we notice 

about Simons face to face encounter with Christ is this, 

Simon Peter 

 

(1)   WAS BROUGHT TO THE LORD JESUS  

 

( 1:41 ) Dr. Plummer says, “ In church history Peter is 

everything and Andrew is nothing, but would there have 

been a Peter but for Andrew ?“ If you want to 

characterise the life of Andrew its very simple. He was 

the one who was always bringing people to Christ. In  

( Jn Ch 1 ) he brings his brother to Christ. In ( Jn Ch 6 ) 

he brings a lad to Christ. In ( Jn Ch 12 ) he brings some 

Greeks to Christ. What a tremendous man of God 

Andrew was. Thus Simon Peter (1) Now look at that 

statement in ( Jn Ch1 ) “ He first findeth his own 

brother Simon and he brought him to Jesus,” ( 1:41-42 

) 

 

(a) THE WORD “ FIRST,” SUGGEST'S TO ME 

PRIORITY 

 

Now scholars tell us that what really is implied here is 

that John made off to find his brother James but that 

Andrew was the first to find his brother. However true 

that might be we want to emphasise the fact that soul-

winning must be regarded by us as a priority. John 

Calvin says, “ Woe to our indolence if we do not after 

being fully enlightened endeavour to make others 

partakers of the same grace.” Indeed if there is no 

impulse in our hearts to win the lost we may well doubt 

our own salvation. My …. have we lost our evangelistic 

zeal ? Our burden for Souls ? Is soul winning a 

priority with us ? Incidentally did you notice that 

Andrew brought Peter to Jesus after he himself had 

spent time with Jesus Christ. Now Andrew had not been 



to Bible College nor had he been given any special 

instruction to engage in evangelism, he had simply 

spent time with the Lord Jesus. ( 1:39 ) Is this not the 

key to a deeper concern for others ? Is this not the 

secret of effective soul-winning ? Have you not 

discovered that when you yourself have had fresh 

fellowship with the Master that then you have had the 

heart and the power to speak of Christ to another ? But 

look again: 

 

(b) THE WORD “ FINDETH,” SUGGEST'S TO ME 

ACTIVITY 

 

You see as Andrew came out of the Presence of the 

Lord that day he immediately thought of Simon and 

deliberately sought him out. “ He first findeth,” and 

finding implies seeking. It was not that Simon just 

crossed his path. No. Andrew went to seek him out and 

share the good news. Andrew did not allow himself to 

be so absorbed by the Glory and Presence of the Lord 

that he kept it all for himself. No. His thought and heart 

went out to Simon. Is this not God’s strategy ? What ? 

That finders should become seekers ? Do you recall 

playing that game when you were a child ? Finders 

keepers losers weepers. Do you know something ? For 

too many of us who profess Christ its finders keepers. 

For our loved ones and the world at large can go to Hell 

for all we care. Is this you ? Oh yes you love the Word 

of God and if the preacher is not orthodox you would 

leave. We love the old songs of Zion, we love the 

fellowship of Gods people but tell me has the Gospel 

become imprisoned in you life ? Nothing spread. 

Nothing goes out. When last did you seek out a soul 

and bring him to the place where they will hear the 

Word of God and be brought face to face with Christ ? 

(a) (b) 

 

(c) THE WORD “ BROTHER,” SUGGEST'S TO ME 

FAMILY 

 

This immediately raises a most challenging issue. It is 

the issue of our relationship as believers with other 

members of our families who are yet outside of Christ. 

A tender point is it not ? There are difficulties and 

problems and the Lord knows all about them yet surely 

it is God’s desire that we reach out to our loved ones 

without Christ ? ( Mk 5:19 ) Now lets be frank. So 

often our oddities, selfishness, pride, unfriendliness can 

so close the door between us and our family that what 

we say conveys nothing of God at all. On the other 

hand when we have earned their confidence we have a 

key to their hearts. I think Andrew had a key to Simons 

heart. Indeed Andrew emerged from the difficult school 

of the home, which is the important school of 

sanctification isn’t it with great skill in human relations 

( 6:5 ) You see in that school where he had such a 

tumultuous brother Andrew learned to be gracious 

amiable, approachable. Are you like Andrew ? Amiable, 

approachable thereby potentially helpful in bringing 

your loved ones to  

Christ ? You see God wants us to start at home. “ Go 

home to thy friends ….,”  (1) A.T. Robertson says the 

use of the word could indicate that “ Andrew had to 

overcome some resistance on Simon’s part.” Be that as 

it may “ he brought him to Jesus.” Several years there 

was a commercial traveller named Rigby who used to 



travel in Scotland. When he was in Edinburgh he 

always worshipped at Free St. Georges where he was 

attracted by the ministry of Dr. Alexander Whyte. 

 

He always tried to persuade some visitor from the Guest 

House where he was staying to accompany him to the 

services. One Sunday morning a traveller who had gone 

to the service with Rigby was so impressed that he 

asked to go again at night. That night he trusted the 

Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour. The next morning 

Rigby was passing by Dr. Whyte’s house when an 

impulse prompted him to call and tell the preacher of 

the help he had been to one precious soul. As the 

Doctor listened the tears rolled down his cheeks and 

then he told how he had come away feeling that the 

previous night had been a disaster. Then he said, “ by 

the way what is your  

name ?” “ Rigby,” “ why,” said the preacher “ you’re 

the man I have been looking for years for,” and so 

saying he went into his study and returned with a 

bundle of letters all of which had been written to him by 

men who had been brought to the service by Rigby and 

who had come to Christ as a result of hearing Whyte 

preach. “ And Andrew brought him to Jesus.” My …. 

have you ever brought anyone to the Lord Jesus ? Are 

you a signpost along the way in pointing sinners to 

Christ ? (1) 

 

(2)  WAS BEHELD BY THE LORD JESUS  

 

“ And when Jesus beheld him,” ( 1:42 ) The Lord Jesus 

looked both at him and into him as only God himself 

can look. ( Mk 14:66-67 ) The word here is an 

interesting one. It does not mean too glance or gaze  

rather the word describes a concentrated, intent, 

penetrating gaze . Christ looked through Peter. You see 

Christ saw, 

 

(a) THE ACTUALITIES IN SIMON PETER 

 

The Lord Jesus saw that Peters nature was volcanic, 

impulsive, impetuous. ( Matt 14:28 Jn 18:10 ) The 

Saviour knew that quick decision, reckless courage, 

rash speech were traits in this mans life. ( Jn 21:3 18:10 

Matt 16:23 ) Thus he said “ thou art,” Christ saw, (a) 

But Christ saw, 

 

(b) THE POSSIBILITIES IN SIMON PETER 

 

“ Thou shalt be,” The Lord Jesus saw him not only as 

he but as he would eventually become. He saw the 

actualities in Simon Peter but he saw the possibilities in 

Peter. The Master would so exert influences in Simons 

life that, despite his impulsive disposition and 

inconsistent deeds he would come to hold the faith with 

persevering strength. Is this not how the Lord looks at  

us ? He sees in us the potentiality that His power can 

bring into actuality. Do you know what Winston 

Churchill was before he was called “ The Man of 

the Century,” ? When he was growing up people called 

him a troublesome boy. He was redheaded, freckle-

faced and had a snub nose. He had an impediment of 

speech a combination of stammer and lisp yet he was 

uncommonly self-assured, obstinate and arrogant.  

 

He hated school and was in constant trouble with his 



Teachers. At the age of 12 he was sent to Harrow. There 

he was by far the worst pupil. In four and a half years 

he never rose above the bottom of his class. But no-one 

not even his parents knew what was inside that boy. All 

they could see was an obviously untalented lad who had 

no 

prospect of going to Oxford and was not good enough 

to become a lawyer. Yet no other man was more 

instrumental in preserving our democratic way of life 

than he because of his leadership through the bleak, 

crucial days of World War 2. The truth of the matter is 

that we cannot know what possibilities are in a person. 

But the Lord knows. Christ sees the hidden potential 

within us. He sees what others overlook and what even 

we cannot see in ourselves. 

 

The Saviour looks at us like an Architect looks out on a 

muddy site and see 's the towering structure he has 

planned to build there. He looks at us like a Sculptor 

looks at a rough stone he has carefully chosen to make 

into a Masterpiece. Someone once came to 

Michelangelo while he was chipping away with his 

chisel at a hugh, shapeless piece of rock. The man asked 

the sculptor what he was doing. He replied “ I am 

releasing the angel that is imprisoned in this marble.” 

The Lord Jesus is the Master Sculptor who sees the 

hidden potential within us and patiently chips away at 

those flaws that hinder our Christ-likeness. My … if we 

keep following Him He will gradually change us into 

what we ought to be. Now look here's Simon Peter 

Face to Face with Christ. (1) (2) 

 

(3)    WAS BLESSED THROUGH THE LORD 

JESUS  

 

The Lord Jesus who knows the potential that is 

wrapped up in each of us makes a statement about 

Simon Peter that must have hit Peter with bewildering 

force. He simply says, “ Thou art Simon .... thou shalt 

be called Cephas,” which is the Aramaic for Peter ( 

Greek ) Now I am sure that Peter never thought that he 

could be anything else other than Simon the fisherman 

but here’s the Lord Jesus changing his name indicating 

that through a period of time the Lord Jesus would 

change his nature. You see this name change signifies, 

 

(a) A PROMISE OF TOTAL CHANGE 

 

“ Thou art Simon the son of Jona,” ( which is the 

Aramaic for John ) Jona means “ dove,” Do you see 

what Christ is saying to Simon, “ so you are Simon the 

son of Jona a young dove, fluttering around from place 

to place without a clear purpose, flying about in circles 

high and low here and there at the whim of a fancy, I 

will make you a different man thou shalt be called Peter 

which means stone I will give you a rock-like 

character.” You see, the Saviour is casting his arm 

around Peter claiming Him for his own and promising 

to bring about a total change in Him. “ Thou art …. 

shalt be.” Was Peter tempted to doubt that time and 

again ? My …. do you fear that the Saviour who has 

begun a good work in you will abandon it half way 

through ? Sure, we have disappointed Him, failed Him, 

let Him down. We have been tempted to say, “ Lord you 

did not know what you were for when you called me, 

are you sure you don’t want to change your mind ?” 



But we are wrong. While we may often surprise 

ourselves by our folly we can be sure that we don’t 

surprise the Saviour  

( 2:25 ) He knows the human condition and right at the 

moment of looking at Simon the Lord Jesus sees His 

own future as well as Simons. Christ knows there will 

have to be a Calvary for Simons needs a Saving Lord. 

He knows there will be a Resurrection for Simon needs 

a Living Lord. There must be an Ascension for Simon 

needs a Reigning Lord. There must be a Pentecost for 

Simon needs a Indwelling Lord. All these things must 

be for nothing less can change Simon and nothing less 

can change you and me. My …. is it not wonderful to 

know the Lords promise to change and transform us  

( Phil 1:6 ) is not based upon who we are but on who 

Christ is. “ Thou art ....be.” This new name (a) But it 

signifies, 

 

(b) A PROCESS OF PERSONAL CONFLICT 

 

Thank God for instantaneous salvation but be wary of 

instantaneous holiness for its does not come that way 

rather its the result of a long and painful process. Peter 

knew that. Its interesting to notice that in the Gospels 

he is frequently called by his Simon name but in the 

Acts he is referred to as Peter almost exclusively. You 

see his rock-like character was taking over but the old 

Simon still lurked near the surface. ( Gal 2:12 ) Much 

of the time Peter would seem to be in control, then 

Simon would take over as he blundered again. Indeed 

he was never able to quell the conflict until in Heaven 

he saw his Master face to face. For us also its (b) 

between the old and new Natures. We all come from a 

background of one common ingredient. Imperfection. 

The Church is composed of folk who are becoming 

more like Christ.  One fellow wrote a label, “  Please be 

patient with me. GINFWMY.” He explained it, “ God is 

not finished with me yet.” The last recorded words of 

Peter command us to “ grow in grace and in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  ( 2 

Pet 3:18 )  

 

Earlier he told us how to grow “ as newborn babes,” 

Peter says, “ desire the sincere milk of the Word that ye 

may grow thereby.” ( 1 Pet 2:2 ) Twin dogs both large 

and strong would often fight. When asked which one 

usually won, the owner replied “ Whichever one I feed 

most.” My …. are you feeding the milk and meat of 

Gods Word to your Peter nature ? If you are it will gain 

the ascendancy. If not the Simon-Nature will get the 

Victory. One day when we see Christ we shall be 

perfectly like Him. Until then may each day find us 

more like Him. 

 

 


