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      Reading: John 13:1-17 

 

      “ FROM SIMON TO PETER,” 

 

12. “ THE BASIN STOPS HERE,” 

 

 

Lord Mount batten, British military hero killed in 1979 by the I.R.A. was given an 

imperial funeral service in Westminster Abbey. Undoubtedly he was a courageous 

and gallant figure. Yet biographers described him as a very proud man. All his life 

he relished the spotlight and the rewards that accompanied his fame. With 

flamboyance he wore ten rows of medals and decorations, including Knight 

Companion of the Most Noble Order of the Garter. He composed his own entry in 

the British “ Who's Who,” taking more than 1000 words. He once said, “ I am the 

most conceited man I have ever known.” I heard about a pastor who preached a 

searching sermon on pride. A lady who had listened the message waited on him, 

and told him that she was in much distress of mind, and she would like to confess a 

great sin. The pastor asked what the sin was. She answered, “ the sin of pride, for I 

sat for an hour before my mirror some days ago, admiring my beauty.” “Oh,” said 

the pastor, “ that was not the sin of pride, that was the sin of imagination.”  

In contrast to such pride and arrogance the Lord Jesus humbled himself. One 

graphic illustration of His condescension was washing the disciple's feet the night 

before He died. Now in first century Jewish culture, common courtesy required a 

host, upon the arrival of his guests, to wash their feet so easily soiled by the dusty 

streets. This service was sometimes performed as guests reclined at the table, 

leaning on their left side, with their right hand free to feed themselves, head toward 

the table, and feet stretched out behind. A servant had easy access to the guest's 

feet without disturbing the meal. Now because this Upper Room was loaned to the 

Lord Jesus and the twelve, and servants were busy elsewhere with Passover 

preparations, no-one was available to handle the customary gesture of hospitality. 

However, the owner had thoughtfully provided basin, pitcher, water and towel. But 

who would do the honours ?  

 

Such humble service was the farthest thought from the minds of the disciples. 

Amazing as it may seem, the disciples were arguing among themselves as to who 

was the greatest. ( Lk 22:26-27 ) And in this atmosphere charged with feverish 

ambition no contending leader would abdicate his throne of aspiration to kneel 

before his subjects. With studied indifference, every disciple looked in the other 



direction from the towel, pitcher and basin regarding this task beneath their dignity. 

But at this point, an amazing thing happened. The Lord Jesus rose from His place, 

discarded his outer garment, tied the towel around his waist, leaving both hands 

free to handle pitcher and basin, then performed the servant's chore, and washed 

their feet. What was Christ trying to teach them by this action ? What was He 

trying to convey to them ? Well as we come to this passage which is full of 

instruction, rich in doctrine, timely in application, there are some things that need 

to be stressed. Notice here, 

 

(1)    A  PERSON TO COPY 

 

Did you note what the Saviour said in ( 13:15 ) “ For I have given you an example, 

that ye should do as I have done to you.” What does Christ want us to do ? Follow 

His example. He has given us an example of humility, of putting Himself at the 

feet of others to serve them, and we are to copy Him. Who ? The Lord Jesus. Now 

if you look closely at this passage you will notice that we're given three wonderful 

pictures of the Saviour. You see, this person we are to copy is, 

 

(a) THE OMNISCIENT LORD: 

 

The All-knowing God. Look at ( 13:3 ) “ Jesus knowing that the Father ….,” The 

Saviour was conscious of His Sovereign Power, “ the Father had given all things 

into His hands,” He was conscious of His Divine Position, 

“ and that He was come from God,” He was aware of His Glorious Prospect,” “ 

and went to God,” In ( 13:1 ) we read, “ Now before the feast of the Passover ….,” 

As always the Lord had all His facts well in hand. Lets pause here for a moment 

and not miss the wonder of this occasion. My …. the One who a moment later 

knelt at the disciples feet to do the service of a slave was the omniscient, 

omnipotent, eternal Son of the Living God. 

“ Jesus knew that His hour was come.” ( 13:1 ) He  

knew what lay ahead, every detail of all that lay in the 

future, yet this Omniscient, All-knowing, All-wise, All- 

powerful Creator was now about to stoop to wash His creatures feet. What 

humiliation. Though God, He became man. Though the object of heavenly 

adoration and the Second Person of the Trinity, this somebody  became a nobody. 

From Master He became servant. Now remember that He was Deity. He was God, 

He is 

God, He ever shall be God. ( Phil 2:5 ) Yet here He humbles himself to wash the 

dirty feet of the disciples. 

 



Does Christ not shame us ? So often I hear Christian's say, “ Well I am not going to 

do that menial task, that’s a servants job, I must get my place.” Is that your attitude 

?  “ Oh if only folk knew my pedigree, my home, my background, my education, 

my social position they wouldn’t ask me to do a servants job.” Tell me, are you 

Divine ? Does there dwell in you, “ the fullness of the Godhead bodily ?” ( Col 2:9 

) Are you God ? Well Christ was God, yet he stooped. “ Jesus knowing,” He was 

fully aware of who He was. He knew that lordship over the universe was His. The 

sinless sons of light, the shining seraphim, angels and archangels bowed before 

Him. He knew too where He was going, up to the gates of glory, up to the throne of 

God, yet He stooped. During the American Revolution a man in civilian clothes 

road past a group of soldiers repairing a small defensive barrier. Their leader was 

shouting instructions but making no attempt to help them. Asked by the rider he 

replied with great dignity, “ Sir I am a corporal.” The stranger apologised, 

dismounted and proceeded to help the exhausted soldiers. The job done he turned 

to the corporal and said, “ Mr. Corporal, next time you have a job like this, and not 

enough men to do it, go to your Commander in Chief, and I will come and help you 

again.” The man in civilian clothes was George Washington. How sad that there 

are believers who have become corrupted by their power, changed by their 

positions, or impressed by their wealth and titles. Yet the omniscient Lord humbled 

Himself. (a) 

 

(b) THE AFFECTIONATE BRIDEGROOM: 

 

Look at how John puts in ( 13:1 ) “ having loved His own,” or as another 

translation puts, “ He loved them to the last and to the highest decree.” My …. the 

omniscient Lord, instead of occupying His mind with His imminent betrayal, 

arrest, trial, and excruciating sufferings, devoted Himself to the needs of His 

followers. Now Christ knew that Philip would misunderstand Him. ( 14:8 ) That 

three of his disciples would sleep while He prayed and agonised.  

( Matt 26:40 ) That Peter would deny Him. ( Lk 22:60 ) That Thomas would doubt 

Him. ( 20:25 ) That “ they all would forsake Him.” ( Matt 26:56 ) Yet He loved 

them unto the end. Is this not how Christ loves us ? The Lord loves us in spite of 

our humanness, ( Lk 9:54 ) The Lord loves us in spite of our quarrels, ( Mk 9:34 ) 

The Lord loves us in spite of our selfish motives and ambitions, 

( Mk10:37 ) The Lord loves us in spite of our materialism, ( Matt 19:27 ) The Lord 

loves us in spite of our failures, ( Matt 26:74 ) The Lord loves us in spite of our 

faithlessness, ( 20:25 ) The Lord loves us in spite of our fears, ( Matt 26:56 ) “ 

Having loved His own,”  

( 13:1 ) His own are the Objects of His love, “ the end,” 

is the Extent of His love. Was it not that endless love for his disciples that 



motivated Him to take the place of a servant and wash the disciples feet ?  

 

Would you cultivate the elements of Christian  

greatness ? That is do you desire to be meek and lowly toward your brethren ? Do 

you desire to minister to them and serve them ? Then you must love them and 

when you love them it will not be hard to minister to them. Do you recall what we 

read of love ? “ love vaunteth not itself.” ( 1 Cor 13:4-5 ) Love is not self-seeking 

rather its self-sacrificing. Picture number 1is that of the (a) Picture number 2 is that 

of the (b) but look at the third picture, 

 

(c) THE HOUSEHOLD SLAVE: 

For it was the task of the slaves to wash the dusty feet of 

the guests. Now the disciples were not prepared to do this task. They were filled 

with a sense of their own importance and greatness. ( Lk 22:24-27 ) That night in 

the Upper Room they looked the other way from the basin, pitcher and towel. But 

how different was the Lord Jesus. Did you notice that seven distinct actions are 

attributed here to the Saviour ? (1) riseth (2) laid aside (3) took a towel (4) girded 

Himself (5) poureth (6) washed (7) dried their feet with a towel. What did Christ do 

? “ He humbled Himself.” John ( Ch 13 ) is but a picture of ( Phil Ch 2 ) For “ 

Christ did not count 

equality with God as something to be held onto, but He made Himself of no 

reputation and took upon Him the form of servant …. and became obedient unto 

death even the death of the cross.” ( Phil 2:5-7 ) What  

humility ? What condescension ? What grace ? What does Christ want us to do ? 

Follow His example.  

 

Late one night during a conference at Moody Bible Institute, D.L. Moody walking 

around the halls, came upon guest rooms, where visiting English preachers were 

sleeping. Outside each door was a pair of shoes. Spotting some students, Moody 

said, “ would you fellows get a piece of chalk from a classroom, put the number of 

the room on the soles of the shoes, then 

shine them nicely ?” The students protested,  

“ Mr. Moody, we didn’t come to this school to clean shoes. We came here to study 

for the ministry.” Whereupon Moody himself collected the shoes, took them to his 

room, polished them nicely, and put them back in place. My …. who are you like ? 

Are you like the disciples who thought that Christian greatness is in being served ? 

Or are you like the Saviour who taught that Christian greatness is in serving ? ( Lk 

22:27 ) (1) 

 

(2)   A   PROVISION TO CLAIM 



 

This brings us once more into contact with Peter. For its 

Peter who is filled with amazement. ( 13:6 ) He's absolutely amazed that Christ, the 

Messiah, the Anointed One, the Son of the Living God, so stoop to the menial task 

of washing his feet. So Peter breaks out in question “ Lord dost Thou wash my feet 

?” ( 13:6 ) Scholars tell us that its almost impossible to give an accurate translation 

of these words. They may be expressed like this, “ What You ? My feet ?” The 

Masters reply is most interesting “ what I do ….,” ( 13:7 ) Now here is the Lord 

Jesus coming with a towel and water to wash Peters feet. I mean Peter knows what 

Christ is doing 

physically yet Christ says “ what I do thou knowest not now ….,” ( 13:7 ) You see 

Christ is telling Peter that there is a significance to feet-washing other than the 

physical one. This becomes clearer still when we hear Christ saying, “ If I wash 

thee not ….,” ( 13:8 ) Surely Christ cannot mean that unless Peter is washed 

physically he can have no fellowship with Christ. No ! What then does Christ mean 

? Well He’s speaking 

here spiritually. The Master is speaking of spiritual uncleanness and the need of 

spiritual cleansing. This is (2) The provision of cleansing. You see Christ teaches 

here that there is, 

 

(a) AN INITIAL CLEANSING: 

 

Two words for wash are used in ( 13:10 ) The first means “ to bathe completely,” 

whereas the second means “ partial wash.” Now when Peter hears that he can 

have no fellowship with Christ unless he is washed he goes to the other extreme. ( 

13:9 ) Peter wants a complete bath. But notice what Christ says, “ he who has had 

a bath needs only to wash his feet his whole body is clean.” ( A.T.) Now do you 

see the distinction Christ is making between a body which is clean and feet which 

need cleansing ? The one is an initial Cleansing,  

“ ye are clean,” the other is a continual cleansing  

“ wash his feet,” ( 13:10 ) The one is unrepeatable, the other is repeatable. We only 

need the washing of the body once but we need the cleansing of the feet many 

times. (a) “ He that is washed ….,” ( 13:10 ) You see the experience of becoming a 

Christian is like having a moral bath. One's whole being is submerged as it were in 

the cleansing blood of Christ. ( 1 Jn 1:7 ) Theologically speaking this refers to the 

sinners justification which is complete and permanent, ( Heb 10:14 Col 1:12 ) and 

according to the teaching of Christ this happens once for all, and never never needs 

to be repeated. Have you ever people talk like this, “ Well I was saved once but I've 

lost my salvation so I need to be saved all over again.” That is nonsense. For 

Christ says to Peter this initial cleansing never needs to be repeated. (a) Have you 



experienced it ? Have you been made clean through the blood of Christ ? (a) But 

every child of God gets defiled in his daily walk so there is, 

 

(b) A  CONTINUAL CLEANSING: 

 

Look if you will at ( 13:10 ) “ Wash his feet.” You see 

someone who had taken a complete bath, wouldn’t need another bath on arriving at 

a friends house, for just his feet would have become defiled walking the path. Thus 

he would need only foot-washing. My …. on our way homeward, heavenward, our 

feet get defiled, our lives get sullied, our thoughts get impure, we fail, stumble, 

fall. Indeed who among us goes through a single day without sinning ? How 

important therefore that we  

come to the Lord and allow Him to wash our feet and cleanse our lives. Now this is 

not the initial cleansing but the continual cleansing. This is not the once and for all 

washing of salvation, this is the daily moment by moment cleansing of 

sanctification. Now without the first washing we have no Relationship with Him. 

Without the second washing we have no Fellowship with Him.. Without the 

bathing we are unsaved. Without the rinsing we are unusable. We need the bathing 

to be saved. We need the rinsing to be of service. The Lord cleanses us through the 

blood of Christ, that is, His work on the cross, initial, then He cleanses us through 

the application of His Word to our lives, continual. (b) Has your feet become soiled 

? Has your mind become polluted ? Has your spirit become proud and arrogant ? 

John says, “ if we confess our sins ….,”  

( 1 Jn 1:9 Ps 199:9 Eph 5:25-26 )  (1) (2) 

 

(3)  A  PRACTICE TO CONTINUE 

 

Did you mark what Christ said in ( 13:14-15 ) ? Does this mean that Christ wants 

us to practice literal foot-washing ? Well, that are some denominations who believe 

we should take this command literally. But surely that which Christ did here to the 

disciples looked beyond the literal act ? Christ's question in ( 13:12 ) “ Know ye 

what I have done to you ?” indicates that the Lords 

act in washing their feet had a spiritual meaning. Note that in ( 13:15 ) Christ does 

not say, “ ye should do 

what I have done to you.” That would mean taking it literally He says, “ as I have 

done to you.” For this is an example of humility, of putting Himself at the feet of 

others to serve them and this (3) what will this mean for us ? It will mean, 

 

(a) TOUCHING THE LIFE OF A SAINT: 

 



You see feet-washing was not only a matter of hygiene, 

removing the dirt and the dust, it was a means of physical refreshment after the 

heat of the day. This means for you and me, touching the lives of other believers. 

How ? By being a blessing to them, by helping them keep clean, by encouraging 

them, by refreshing them. Paul often spoke about Christians who had come and 

refreshed him. Do you recall what he says of Stephanas and Fortunatus and 

Achaicus ?  

( 1 Cor 16:17-18 Rom 15:30-33 ) Do you refresh  

anyone ? When you are with others does the life of God flow through you so that 

you refresh people ? Or do you dry people out ? Do you bore people spiritually ? 

This is what feet-washing is all about (a) and, 

 

(b) TAKING THE PLACE OF A SERVANT: 

 

Do you know those words ? “ He is Lord ….,” Do you call Christ your Lord ? If 

you do then note ( 13:14 ) All this touches us where it really hurts. You see we live 

in a world that asks, “ How high are you ?” What is your position ?” But our Lord 

asks, “ how low are you ?” Are you washing one another’s feet ?” I heard the story 

about a brilliant theological student and a leading orator of a Bible College who 

was called to the pulpit of a large and prestigious church Though acclaimed as a 

great preacher, the young pastor longed to do more in the spread of the Gospel. 

Hearing of a mission in a different city in the U.S.A. doing a worthy work among 

the slums, he resigned his church and offered his services.  

His first assignment was to clean a pile of muddy shoes belonging to his 

fellow-workers most of whom had little formal education. As he scraped the mud a 

struggle ranged within. Was this why he had renounced his fashionable church ? 

He had almost decided to go back to the pastorate when a verse from this very 

passage came to his mind. “ He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments, 

and took a towel, and girded Himself.” In a moment the victory was won as he 

cried out, “ Lord if You can take a towel and wash the disciples dirty feet, surely I 

can take a brush and my fellow-workers dirty boots." Servant-hood triumphed, 

resulting for him in a sacrificial, yet influential ministry. 

 

Do you take the place of a servant ? Do you put yourself at the feet of others to 

serve them ? Or like the disciples do you look the other way from the basin, 

pitcher, the towel ? An excellent motto for lowly service would be, “ the basin 

stops here.” Christ’s example of stooping to a menial task wasn’t lost on Peter. The 

picture of Christ wrapping the towel around His waist on that eventful night was so 

vivid in Peter's memory that years later he wrote, “ yea all of you be subject one to 

another, and be clothed with humility, for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 



to the humble.” ( 1 Pet 5:5 ) The word he used for “ clothed,“ means “ gird 

yourselves with humility.” ( egkomboomai ) It comes from a root signifying “ 

knotted,” or “ to be clothed in a knotted garment,” referring to the garment of a 

slave. Peter had in his mind the unforgettable sight of the Lord Jesus, just before 

He went out to face the cross, girding Himself with a knotted towel coming to 

wash his dirty feet. He saw His Lord clothed with humility. My …. Christ's 

example was not lost on Peter. Will it be lost on  

you ? 

 

 

 

 

 


