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   “ FROM SIMON TO PETER,” 

 

 2.  “ TAKING MEN ALIVE,”  

 

In the 1940’s a drunken derelict stumbled into the 

doorway of a Mission on 42nd street New York City. He 

wanted to get out of the rain. A few days later he 

accepted Christ and was delivered out of his drinking 

habit. Two years later, on the anniversary of his 

conversion he was made Superintendent of that 

mission. Seven years later on January 14th 1955, he 

died after 

a long illness. At his crowded funeral service it was 

estimated that in those few years, because of his 

familiarity with the haunts and habits of the derelicts in 

the neighbourhood he had been able to win thousands 

of men to Christ. He was indeed a modern fisher of 

men. 

The fish often displayed on bumper stickers or book 

covers is a symbol of Christianity. The letters of the 

Greek word for fish stand for, Jesus, Christ, God, Son, 

Saviour. In the early days of persecution the fish was a 

secret sign between Christians. 

 

Many a fish was painted on the walls of the catacombs. 

The fish was connected with the Christian faith right 

from the beginning. Indeed here in this very passage 

the Lord Jesus summons Simon Peter “ to become a 

fisher of men,” ( 1:17 ) Now Simon Peter had already 

come to Christ. Some nine to twelve months had passed 

since Simon stood before the Lord Jesus ( Jn 1:42 ) 

Never would he forget that searching look or prophetic 

utterance “ Thou art Simon the son of Jona thou shalt 

be called Cephas.” Now Simon Peter had already come 

to Christ but now he is commanded to come after 

Christ. His salvation cost him nothing but his service 

would cost him everything. Now Peter was a fisherman 

by trade. There is nothing wrong with that. Thank God 

for fishermen. They help to feed the world. However 

Simon was capable of more than being a fisherman. He 

had the potential of becoming a great leader and 

preacher. He would one day be at the forefront of the 

cause of Christ. He would preach on the Day of 

Pentecost and 3,000 souls would be saved. He would 

eventually write the two Epistles in the N.T. that bear 

his name. 

 

He would become one of the most influential men in all 

of history. Now if Simon had stayed on the Sea of 

Galilee none of this would have happened. What a 

terrible waste it would have been for Simon to spend 

his life Dragging the Lake when he could be Discipling 

the World. Could it be that you also are underemployed 

? 

Are you wasting your life on some insignificant little 

Lake of Galilee when God has something greater for 

you to do ? Does your life lack eternal significance ? Is 

life stale and boring for you ? It may well be that you 

are underemployed. But through commitment to Christ 

your life can take on new meaning, purpose, and  

direction. 

You can lay aside your old nets and assume a work that 

has eternal meaning. Through faith, forsaking, and 

following you also can find God’s purpose for your life. 



How did Peter find it ? Well, the setting here is the Sea 

of Galilee where the Lord Jesus found Simon and 

Andrew, James and John casting and mending their 

nets. Right then and there He called them to follow Him 

and  

“ Take Men Alive.” Now I want you to note three very 

simple things about this incident.  

 

(1)  THE CALLED  

 

Whom did the Saviour call or choose ? Fishermen. My 

…. you would have thought that only Heaven could 

have given the Saviour disciples that would be a 

comfort and help to Him but how encouraging it is to 

know that we can be “ workers together with him,” ( 2 

Cor 6:1 ) Now there are 2 things that strike me about 

these fishermen. 

 

(a) THEY WERE INCONSPICUOUS: 

 

“ They were fishermen,” ( 1:16 ) By the standards of the 

world not very wise, powerful, highborn. Not 

theologians nor academic for they are later described in  

( Acts 4:13 ) “ As unlearned and ignorant men,” that is 

men who were not trained formally in the Rabbinical 

Schools of their day. The Lord Jesus called ordinary 

men, fishermen, men engaged in a workday task. 

Abraham Lincoln said that God must love the common 

people, He made so many of them. God does love the 

common People. Sometimes we get the idea that to be 

used of the Lord you need to have a PhD decree, or a 

great I.Q. or wealth or social Standing but look at those 

whom God is using today. For the most part they are 

ordinary People who have been willing to turn their 

lives and ambitions over to Christ and allow Him to 

work through them. As far as the disciples were 

concerned none of them had any social status. Just 

common people yet “ throughout the history of the 

world there has never been a task equal to the task 

given these men to finish the work that the Lord Jesus 

began.” (a) 

 

Is this not the way God mostly works ? Paul says, “ for 

ye see your calling brethren how that not many wise 

men after the flesh not many mighty not many noble are 

called.” ( 1 Cor 1:26 ) Mind you Gods Word does not 

say “ not any,” but “ not many.” My ….  give God your 

ordinary life, you as you are now and God will give you 

back an extraordinary calling. (a) 

 

(b) THEY WERE CONSCIENTIOUS: 

 

You see the Lord usually calls his servants when they 

are at work. Here were these would be disciples 

engaged in their usual occupation ( 1:16 19 ) Do you 

recall that Moses was keeping sheep when God called 

at the him burning bush ( Exod 3:2 ) Gideon was 

threshing wheat when the Angel brought him a Message 

from heaven  

( Jud 6:11) Elisha was ploughing with the oxen when 

Elijah called him to be a prophet in his stead  

( 1 Kings 19:19 ) You see, the Ministry of Christ is no 

place for idlers rather it is a vocation which demands 

constant devotion to duty. So God test’s us in and 

through our ordinary daily life to lead us to higher 

things. Indeed faithfulness in little things is Gods 



appointed way to bigger things ( Matt 25:21 Lk 16:10) 

Are you looking to the Lord for your future ? What 

about your present job ? Are you doing it faithfully, 

conscientiously, wholeheartedly ? Now these were 

the men the Saviour called to be fisher's of men. 

Ordinary hardworking, imperfect, and not exceptionally 

talented.  

 

The teachers of Thomas Edison told his parents that 

there son was too stupid to learn anything.  He turned 

out to be U.S.A. greatest inventor. A twenty one year 

old youth working in a store was judged by his 

employers unfit to meet the public. His name F. W. 

Woolworth. Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper 

because he had no “ good ideas.” When he took his 

drawings to a famous editor he was told he had no real 

talent. Now we all can’t get quick enough to Magic 

Kingdom in Florida. Here were 4 fishermen a 

nondescript group headed for oblivion but through 

association with Christ they ultimately turned the world 

upside down. (1) 

 

(2)  THE CALLING  

 

What was Christ calling them to do ? What was to be 

their vocation, task, business ?  “ Fishers of men.” 

( 1:17 ) Luke also uses a fishing metaphor he talks 

about “ catching men,” ( Lk 5:10 ) Now all of this 

brings before us a vivid picture. This fallen world is a 

vast dark sea of sin and men are dying in it. They have 

no future except sure destruction. They cannot rescue 

themselves from this living death. They cannot enter the 

kingdom in their own strength ( Rom 5:6 ) And this is 

why the Lord Jesus ordains it that we His people should 

become  

“ fishers of men.” This is why He summons Simon and 

his friends to move with Him alongside the sea of death 

throwing out the nets to gather in the unsaved ones and 

transfer them by the Word of God, through the Spirit of 

God into the kingdom of God. The redeemed are to 

gather in the unredeemed. The saved are to gather in the 

unsaved. That is the picture. But here is the tragedy. So 

few are doing it.  

 

There are very few concerned hearts in the church of 

Christ. When did we last shed tears because of men and 

women who are unsaved ? When did we last lose sleep 

over the plight and peril that awaits the lost ? Surely if 

the Spirit of Christ is in us we shall show some of His 

concern. R. A. Torrey the great man of prayer said, “ I 

would like to ask what right does a man have to call 

himself a follower of Jesus Christ if he is not a soul-

winner.” “ Fishers of men.” Now if look closely at the 

context here you will discover three elements in this 

calling. 

 

(a) THE ELEMENT OF CLARITY 

 

Christ’s words are precise “ Come …. men.” ( 1:17 ) Do 

you see how definite His intention is ? He knows 

exactly what He wants the disciples to do. He has a 

positive goal in mind. He has a plan for Simon and it is 

a fishing plan. Now the Saviour did not say, “ Follow 

me and I will make you philosophers, psychiatrist’s, 

social workers, marriage counsellors.” No ! No ! 

Undoubtedly there is a place for all these folk.  But the 



Lord is specific  

“ fishers of men,” is Christ’s purpose for His people 

and unless we get this concept firmly fixed in our minds 

we are not going to be about our Fathers business. My 

.... insofar as the salvation of men is central in the plan 

of God it ought to be central in the programme of the 

Church. Well is it ? Is the salvation of the lost central in 

the programme of this Church ? Sure we hold gospel 

service's, gospel campaigns for sometimes it ease's our 

conscience. The late Sam Shoemaker said, “ The Lord 

has called us to be fishers of men but we have become 

merely keepers of the aquarium.” (a) 

 

(b) THE ELEMENT OF SIMILARITY 

 

The Lord Jesus was talking to them in language they 

could understand. They understood the terminology of 

fishing so He spoke to them in terms of their own trade. 

“ Fishing.” So there was an element of similarity 

between the old Life and the new life, between the 

natural and the spiritual. They had been fishermen. 

They were to become fishermen and many of the old 

skills would be needed in the new calling. For example, 

A fisherman tries to keep out of sight. ( Acts 8:40 ) No 

splashing around. The Soul-Winner must be tactful and 

winsome. The fisherman needs to know the best bait 

 ( Jn 4:18 ) Soul-winners must know human nature and 

how to approach people. The fisherman requires 

patience and perseverance ( 2 Tim 4:2 ) Also fishermen 

must know the habits of fish, when and where they are 

biting and go where they are. ( Acts 17:2 ) (a) 

 

Now do you see here something very encouraging ? The 

God of Nature is also the God of Grace. The God who 

made us yesterday is the God who calls us today. 

Yesterday He made us with natural abilities that today 

he wants to call into play and use. So he says “ Come 

with all the skill and experiences of your old life, come 

and use them for me.” Is that what you have done ? Is 

that what you are doing ? You sang for the World are 

you now singing for Christ ? You spoke for the Devil 

are you now testifying for Christ ? You canvassed for 

men are you now canvassing for the Saviour ? (a) (b) 

 

(c) THE ELEMENT OF DISCONTINUITY 

 

In this calling. The same profession ? Yes. But a 

different catch. “ Fisher's of men.” No longer would 

Simon catch fish for the table instead he would recruit 

men for the kingdom. “ Simon I have a far more 

valuable catch for you. This catch is priceless, its 

precious, its eternal, men who are immortal.” 

( Matt 16:25 25:46 ) Now when we fish for fish we take 

fish out of a beautiful life into death, but when we fish 

for men we take men out of death, into a beautiful life 

with the Lord Jesus. I think its interesting to note 

that when the Lord Jesus called Peter and Andrew, 

James and John to follow Him, He gave to us insights 

that not everyone is called to do the same thing. When 

Peter and Andrew were called they were fishing. ( 1:16 

) and the Saviour said “ Come ye after …. men.” ( 1:17 

)  ( Matt 4:18-19) I take it that this means they would 

have an Evangelising ministry. Andrew the premier 

personal worker. Peter the one who stand on the day of 

Pentecost and say “ Thus saith the Lord,” an 

Evangelising ministry. 



 

But I think its a little different for James and John for 

when Christ calls them they are mending their nets their 

nets ( 1: 19 ) For nets that are used may become broken 

and need to be mended. Now this is the same word in 

Greek as in ( Eph 4:12) where Paul speaks about 

Equipping the saints. Now there are those to whom 

God has given the gift of evangelism and there are 

those who are Equipping the saints and so on and this is 

the task the Saviour has called us to do. Perhaps you are 

saying 

“ Its an awesome responsibility to deal with the souls of 

men, how can I fulfil this calling, ? How can I execute 

this task ?” (1) (2) 

 

 

(3)   THE CALLER  

 

The Lord Jesus. For these men who were chosen needed 

to be trained. ( Mk 3:14 ) Simon must become Peter. 

That’s why the Saviour says, “ Come ye after me and I 

will make you to become fishers of men.” ( 1:17 ) The 

task necessitates training and training in at least 2 areas. 

You see the Saviour who called them to the task was 

concerned about: 

 

(a) THE METHOD OF THEIR FISHING 

 

A man was seen walking through a village with a 

wheelbarrow full of fish, and a man that he did not 

know stopped him and said, “ Where did you get all 

those fish ?” Well,” he said “ I got them down in the 

city pond.” He said, “ that many fish.” He said “ Yes. 

You must be quite a fisherman. He said, “ well I know 

how to fish.” The stranger said, “ would you mind 

taking me with you one day and showing me how to 

catch that many fish ?” He said, “ Not at all I’ll meet 

you here tomorrow.” Well, they got into the middle of 

the lake and the man said to the stranger. “ Now I am 

going to show you how to fish.” He reached beneath his 

seat and got out a stick of dynamite and lit that stick of 

dynamite and threw it overboard, It sank to the bottom 

and exploded and stunned just hundreds of fish that 

bellied up and floated to the top of the water, and he 

just reached out and started picking up those fish, 

putting them into the boat as quickly as he could. The 

stranger that was in the boat said, “ Mister you are in 

deep trouble.” He said, “ Why ? The stranger pulled out 

his badge and said I am the game warden and I thought 

you might be doing something like this. This is strictly 

forbidden.” The man didn’t say a word, he just reached 

beneath his seat, got another stick of dynamite lit it up 

and handed it to the game warden and said, “ Now are 

you going to argue or are you going to fish ?” Well, 

that’s one way to do it, but its interesting to notice that 

Luke uses a different word for fishing than Matthew 

and Mark. His word means “ taking men, catching men, 

taking men alive.” Now I am told that there were 3 

methods of fishing in New Testament times.  

 

(1) There was LINE FISHING: 

 

Where bait was put onto a hook and cast by a line into 

the water. The fish was caught by the hook.  

 

(2) There was NET-FISHING: 



 

There were two kinds of Net-fishing. In one a 

cone-shaped net was put into the water and pulled 

towards the fisherman. In the other a dragnet was 

fastened between two boats which moved in the same 

direction, as they moved, the net dragged the sea for 

fish. Net-fishing brought the fish in alive without 

damaging them. Line-fishing damaged or even killed 

the fish because the hooks had to cut into the throats or 

jaws or stomachs of the fish in order to pull them to the 

land. Now notice what the Saviour says “ Don’t engage 

in line-fishing with a hook but catch men alive.” My ….  

if the wrong method of fishing is used men may be 

destroyed before they are landed. Now does this land 

and this church need to hear this ? Do preachers need to 

hear this ? Do high pressure evangelists need to hear  

this ? Do personal workers need to hear this ?  

 

Yes ! For there is a method of evangelistic fishing which 

bullies, masters, controls, pressurises, a method which 

is contrary to the glory of God and the good of men. 

My …. do you see what the Lord Jesus is intensely 

interested in ? Saving lives not counting scalps ! He is 

concerned to have lives netted for His Glory. Whole 

lives with hearts, minds, consciences intact. So the 

Saviour who called them was concerned about (a) He 

was also concerned about, 

 

(b) THE MAINTENANCE OF THEIR 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

For He said “ Come after me follow me and I you to 

become fishers of men.” ( Matt 4:19 ) In other words, 

“ If you follow me then I for my part will make you to 

become fishers of men, you will do the becoming but I 

will do the making, you will change but I shall do the 

changing.” You see there is no way for us to become  

“ fishers of men,” other than by following the Saviour 

for He makes “ His followers into fishers.” My … the  

divine making is therefore conditional upon our 

following that is upon moving forward with Christ, 

learning each new lesson, obeying each new command 

and generally maintaining fellowship with Him. Why 

you say “ this is the way of Christian growth, maturity, 

development.” Yes, and according to this Scripture 

Christian character and Christian service are two 

sides of the same coin. 

 

For a person who is following the Lord Jesus and is 

thereby changed and transformed in character is a 

person who also becomes a fisher of men. For 

sanctified character and successful service are 

inseparable. So there you have it. Peter is called to take 

men alive. Do you recall that little chorus we were 

taught when we were young ? “ I will make you fishers 

of men,”  ( 3 times ) if ( condition ) you follow me.” 

Can I ask you in closing this … are you following the 

Saviour ? Perhaps you are saying“ How can I really 

know if I am or not ?” Very simply, are you some 

measure a “ fisher of souls ?” 


