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PETER .... THE WAY FORWARD 

 

 

Some years ago in the USA there was an American 

football player known as Mike Cohen, he played for 

the Miami Dolphins. He was asked on one occasion by 

a coach to do some recruiting and he agreed. He said,  

" What kind of player are you looking for coach ?" 

" Well," said the coach, " Mike, there's a guy when you 

knock him down he just stays down." Mike said, " we 

don't want him, do we coach ?" " No we don't." But he 

said, " Mike there's a man when you knock him down, 

he gets up, and then when you knock him down again 

he stays down." " We don't want him either, coach," he 

said. " No we don't." But he said, " Mike there's a man 

when you knock him he gets up." ( repeat ) Mike said, 

" Thats the guy we want isn't it coach ?" He said, " No 

we don't want him either, I want you to find that guy 

who's knocking everyone down .... thats the man I 

want." Now we are grateful that the Lord restores us. 

When we are down He gets us up ( repeat )  But 

wouldn't you like to get up and stay up .... to get off the 

defensive and onto the offensive .... wouldn't you like 

to do a little knocking yourself. 

 

My .... would you not like to be a force for God instead 

of a casualty, always being restored. Would you not 

like to really Go Forward with God ? We have been 

looking at Peter these past few weeks. Not primarily to 

blame him or accuse him but rather to learn from him. 

We began walking with Peter when we met him as he 

was introduced to the Lord Jesus at Bethabara beyond 

Jordan. It was The Way Up for Peter. Everything was 

glory. He met the Lord Jesus, followed Christ and 

confessed Him ! Then we walked with Peter sadly on 

The Way Down from Caesarea Phillipi to the Cross. 

Peter began to question the truth, and Peter ended up 

denying his Lord three times. Then we took a look at 

Peter on The Way Back from the Resurrection of our 

Lord to Galilee and how Christ ministered unto him. 

Now this .... we want to look at The Way Forward for 

Peter and this will take us from Pentecost and beyond. 

 

It had been a wonderful forty days with the Lord Jesus. 

Simon Peter thrilled at every moment of it. There had 

begun to fade from his memory those awful traumatic 

moments when he had denied the Lord Jesus. And 

under the love of Christ he had come back in repentant 

confession, and the Lord Jesus brought him back into 

fellowship with Him again. ( Lk 24:34 1 Cor 15:4 ) 

You see, of all the disciples of the Lord Jesus, Peter 

probably knew more of the grace of God then the 

others did. Peter had been a man with a Broken Heart, 

Bitter Tears, a Backslidden Life, and a Bruised 

Ministry. Yet God in grace was very tender, merciful, 

and gracious to Simon Peter. After the events at 

Gethsemane, Gabbatha, and Golgotha, Peter thought 

that he would never lift up his head again. Maybe it 

appeared to Peter that although the Saviour had 

forgiven him the other disciples had not. 



 

My .... in just the same way, we are not nearly so 

willing to forgive a brother's fall as Christ is. We hold 

it against him, colour every subsequent action with 

suspicion and act as though we had never fallen 

ourselves ! My .... Simon Peter had a hurting heart. He 

knew what it meant to weep. Peter knew what it meant  

to sense his failure just like many of us today. Perhaps 

in the secret places of our hearts many of us are hurting 

today. Many of us sense deep down a sense of failure 

that we are not what we ought to be. We know before 

the Lord the testimony that we want to bear to the 

Glory of God and yet in our hearts and lives our 

testimonies may be in shambles ? What can we do 

about it ? How do we go forward ? What is The Way 

Forward ? Will I would like to suggest to you that if 

we could take the life of Peter from this point forward 

and distil it into three essential ingredients I would like 

to suggest the following to you. If we are going to 

move forward with God, if our lives are going to have 

significance in the world today, then there must be 

these three essential ingredients. The Way Forward 

involves: 

 

(1) A FORGIVENESS WE NEED TO 

APPRECIATE 

 

The assurance that our sins have been forgiven. The 

awareness that we have been with the Lord Jesus ! 

That we have not only met Christ Redemptively at the 

Cross, but He ministers to us Sustainingly the days that 

we live to His glory ! Peter needs to be aware that he 

has been forgiven by the Lord Jesus and to rejoice in 

that forgiveness. But you see, that brings up a problem. 

The problem is as old as humanity. Its a problem that 

lingers in your heart and mine. That is there more 

involved in forgiveness in the life of a believer than 

what first meets the eye ! For an example turn back 

with me to ( Jn 21 ) 

Now remember while the disciple has been Restored 

Privately ( Lk 24:34 ) the Apostle needs to be 

Reinstated Publicly. Someone has said, " there is no 

stage manager like the Son of God." The Lord Jesus 

never lets the action begin until the stage is so 

perfectly set that each of its features is eloquent in 

meaning. 

 

On this occasion one of the Lord's purposes is to 

remind Peter of the gravity of his waywardness ! But 

instead of flaying Peter verbally with the details of his 

denial the Risen Lord finds other ways to remind him 

of its grim nature ! Indeed the Lord skilfully sets a 

stage that will speak for itself. Now the most obvious 

feature of this stage setting is the charcoal fire that 

glows in the predawn light. For will this not remind 

Peter of that other early morning and that other 

charcoal fire where Peter warmed himself just before 

denying His Master. 

( Jn 18:18 ) And just as Peter then denied Jesus three 

over so the Lord Jesus will now question Peter three 

times over. " Simon son of Jonas, lovest thou me ?" 

( 21:16 ) It will grieve Peter to be questioned three 

times but the terrible persistence of his denial must be 

brought home to him. Finally, a three fold confession 

and a three fold commission will follow from the three 

fold question. My .... that numerical correspondence is 



no matter of mere chance, it also has been sovereignly 

arranged by the Master of meaningfulness ! Now look 

at Peter and notice that Peter is going to have to work 

through three different things as he senses the  

 

forgiveness of the Saviour. Notice for example that 

Peter must work through: 

 

(a) A SENSE OF GRIEF: 

 

Look at ( 21:17 ) Peter was grieved. He was hurt. The 

word " grieve," carries with it the sense of pain ! You 

see, sometimes we in our sense of futility, in our sense 

of failure can get to the point where we grieve and our 

grief is so deep, that we are unable to move away from 

that sense of how we could fail our Saviour so. And 

our sense of grief over something that perhaps has 

happened a number of years ago, or perhaps a few 

months ago, that sense of grief overwhelms us and the 

sense of sorrow consumes us. And there must come 

that time when we work through that sense of grief. 

There is something else that we have to work through 

at the same time. Not only a (a) but: 

 

(b) A SENSE OF GUILT: 

 

You see, grief and guilt are closely related to each 

other. If grief is sorrow for what we have done, then 

guilt is probably a surprise that we could have done it. 

I mean we could easily understand how such things 

could happen in the lives of others, but in our lives 

when we like Peter have boasted so much, and then we 

find that we are the ones who have failed. You see, the 

problem is that in analysing our guilt we move to one 

of two extremes. One extreme is that we blame others 

for what has happened to us. Sometimes we blame the 

Lord. Do you know believers who have become bitter 

against God ? I've known some who have become 

bitter against the church. They leave one church, go to 

another church, leave that church, go to another 

church, and they have very little good to say about any 

company of God's people, because of the guilt they 

carry with them, the sense of bitterness ! Sometimes 

we accuse whose whom we love, husbands, wives, 

parents, and children. 

Sometimes we blame circumstances. The point is that 

in our guilt we often project that blame on those 

outside of us. We don't want to accept any 

responsibility for ourselves. Now that is one extreme ! 

 

The other extreme is when I begin to flog myself to the 

extent that I think that nothing good can ever come 

from my life even if I come back to the Lord. My .... 

you and I know believers who are spiritual and 

emotional cripples because they have never been able 

to work through their sense of (a) and (b). The result ? 

They carry with them unnecessary baggage from 

bygone years and it seriously limits their effectiveness 

in the cause of Christ. The story is told about the young 

son of a pastor who wanted to be a pastor himself. He 

had a petcat and the cat died. It would give him a 

marvellous opportunity to practice a funeral that he 

had seen his father do several times. So he took a shoe 

box, put a hole in the end of it, put the body of the cat 

in and stuck the tail through the hole in the end of the 

shoe box, put the lid on, and put two rubber bands 



around it. 

 

A perfect coffin. Then he went into the back garden 

and under the watchful eye of his parents dug a 

shallow grave in the soil, had his funeral service for 

the cat, buried it, put the soil over the box, but left the 

tail sticking up out of the ground ! 

 

He came back into the house and his mother asked why 

he did that.  He said, " Well, I want to practice 

tomorrow. Tomorrow I'll just give the tail a yank, pull 

it out and I can practice all over again." His mother he 

could until one day he pulled the tail and the tail would 

come off and they decided that it was time for 

everything to be under the ground. But my .... do you 

know that you and I do the very same thing ? We take 

our sin and we go the Lord Jesus and we confess our 

sin but we leave the tail of that sin hanging up so that 

years later we grab hold of it rip it out and go through a 

guilt process all over again. Listen, when God forgives 

He forgets. But Peter had to work through a (a) (b) 

and: 

 

(c) A SENSE OF GRACE: 

 

Did you know that there is more grace in the heart of 

Jesus toward Peter, than there is sorrow in the heart of 

Peter toward Jesus ? That means therefore that when 

we  confess our sins, " He is faithful .... 

unrighteousness." 

( 1 Jn 1:9 ) Rejoice in your forgiveness, believe it, 

receive it. And then to realise that as God has forgiven 

us so we are to forgive others ! My .... there is great 

need for forgiveness in the body of Christ today ? Do 

you recall that special word from Paul to the Ephesian 

church ? ( Eph 4:32 ) You see, The Way Forward 

involves (1) Aren't you glad that you've been forgiven 

of sin ? Aren't you grateful that what God has put 

under the blood He has said, " your sins .... I will 

remember no more." ( Heb 8:13 ) But just a moment ! 

Though the Grace of God forgives, the Government of 

God still operates ! That does not mean that the 

consequences of our sins are removed. Restoration 

does not infer that everything will be as before. It all 

depends. The Grace of God forgives but the 

Government of God operates as well, and that means 

there may be consequences that we'll have to continue 

to face  but we do so in the assurance that God has 

forgiven us. Now come with me to the opening 

chapters  of Acts and let me give you the second 

ingredient in The Way Forward ! It involves: 

 

(2) A FULLNESS WE NEED TO APPROPRIATE 

 

Now in ( Acts 1 ) the Risen Lord told the disciples 

including Peter, that they were to remain in the city of 

Jerusalem to wait " for the promise of the Father, 

which saith He ye have heard of me." ( Acts 1:4 ) You 

see, the Spirit of God was coming. We know that He 

came on the day of Pentecost and when the Spirit of 

God fell he indwelt these believers and the church of 

the living God was born. Notice what it says in ( 1:5 ) 

Now when we turn to ( Ch 2 ) no mention is made of 

this baptism but we have the statement in ( 2:4 ) Now 

because of this there are many who feel that the 

baptism and filling are synonymous yet the Risen Lord 



clearly said, " Ye shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost 

not many days hence." 

Its Peter who clears the air for us on this matter. Look 

at 

( 11:15-16 ) You see, Peter identifies Pentecost and the 

experience in the household of Cornelius as the 

fulfilment of the Lord's promise of the Baptism of the 

Spirit ! Now the Baptism is the Historical Event, the 

Filling is the Human Experience and if we want to go 

forward then there is a Fullness we need to Appropriate  

Now this: 

 

(a) LIFE OF FULLNESS IS ESSENTIAL: 

 

1. GOD'S WORD COMMANDS IT: 

 

This is the only way forward. " And be not drunk .... 

but be filled with the Spirit." ( Eph 5:18 ) There is only 

One Baptism, but there can be and needs to be Many 

Fillings 

 

2. CHRIST'S WORK DEMANDS IT: 

 

The Risen Lord Himself said, " Ye shall receive power 

....  ( 1:8 ) My .... we suffer today from a lack of power 

and our only hope is in God's power ! In Early Church 

Peter needed the filling to Preach for Christ, Stephen 

needed the filling to Suffer for Christ, Barnabas needed 

the filling to Encourage for Christ, and Paul needed the 

filling to Rebuke for Christ ! I heard about the young 

woodpecker who flew out to his first tree. He picked 

the tallest, straightest, pine he could find in the forest, 

and he started pecking away. Just as he started pecking, 

lightening struck and split the tree straight down the 

middle. The shock dazed him and he flew off with his 

wings wobbling and his tail feathers smoking saying, 

" Wow, I didn't know I had it in me." My .... in and of 

ourselves we don't have it in us. We need the power of 

God, the enablement of the Holy Spirit. You see, its 

absolutely possible in this information and computer 

age in which we live to become dependant upon other 

things rather than dependant on the Spirit of God ! 

 

I mean the machinery is in place, the printing is in 

place, the technology is in place, the information is in 

place, the scholarship is in place but what we need is 

the enablement of the Holy Spirit .... the power of God 

! 

My .... have we forgotten to take the Spirit of God into 

consideration in our moving forward with Him ? Have 

we neglected to heed the command of Scripture ? (a) 

 

(b) LIFE OF FULLNESS IS SPIRITUAL: 

 

When the Bible speaks of a person being filled with 

the Spirit it means that he is under the control of the 

Spirit of God ! The Greek word translated " filled," in 

the NT is the word ( pleroo ) and this word was used to 

get across the idea of total control. Whenever the 

gospel writers wanted to speak of someone of was 

dominated by his emotions they used this word pleroo. 

 

When people saw the wonder working power of the 

Lord Jesus " they .... were filled with fear saying, we 

have seen strange things today." ( Lk 5:26 ) 

Luke tell us that the Jewish leaders " were filled with 



madness, and communed one with another what they 

might do to Jesus." ( Lk 6:11 )  

When Christ was breaking the news of His impending 

departure to His disciples He said, " Because I have 

said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 

heart." ( Jn 16:6 ) Now what does it mean to have 

hearts that are filled with fear, madness and sorrow ? It 

means that these emotions so grip and control the heart 

the other things become of secondary importance. A 

person who is filled in this sense is no longer under his 

own control but under the control of that which 

dominates him.  

 

My .... to be filled with the Spirit is not to have the 

Holy Spirit progressively added to your life, but to be 

dominated by Him. To be filled with Spirit is simply 

living one moment at a time under His complete 

control. 

Now is this not also suggested by the context in which 

Paul places this command ? Have a look at ( Eph 5:18 ) 

You see, while there is undoubtedly a striking contrast 

between drunkenness and the filling of the Holy Spirit, 

there is also a comparison and this furnishes the clue. 

For the comparison and similarity is in the matter of 

control ! A drunken person is controlled by the liquor 

he has consumed. In just the same way a Spirit filled 

believer is controlled by the Holy Spirit. So being 

filled by the Spirit is being controlled by the Spirit ! 

What happens when a man is filled with wine ? It 

affects the totality of his life .... it affects his walk, talk, 

mind, body, home, money ! What happens when a 

Christian is filled with the Spirit ? It affects his whole 

life. It affects his walk with God, his talk, it affects 

how he will give to the work of the Lord ! My .... to be 

filled with the Spirit is to be controlled by the Spirit ! 

Are you controlled by the Spirit ? Does He exercise 

complete sway in your life ? (a) (b) 

 

(c) LIFE OF FULNESS IS CONDITIONAL: 

 

Look again at ( 2:4 ) Now a careful examination of 

( CHs 1 & 2 ) make it plain that there were at least 

three steps into this experience !  

 

1. THERE WAS PREPARATION: 

 

Look at ( 2:1 ) This preparation involved a Oneness of 

Mind: " with one accord." Do you know that is the key 

phrase in the book of Acts ? Did you know that this is 

one of the steps to blessing ? My .... is it not time that 

you put things right with your brother or sister ? This 

preparation involved a Openness of Heart: ( 1:24 ) As 

they cried to God for a replacement for Judas ! 

Moreover this preparation involved an Obedience of 

Will: for the Risen Lord Jesus " commanded them that 

they should not depart from Jerusalem." ( 1:4 ) 

And Peter had learned that the path of blessing is the 

path of obedience ! (1) Which involves an Oneness of 

Mind: an Openness of Heart: and an Obedience of  

Will ! Have you got it ? 

 

(2) THERE WAS SUPPLICATION: 

 

Look at ( 1:14 ) There was nothing spasmodic or 

intermittent about this praying. On the contrary there 

was constancy and fervency in prayer ! My .... do you 



know that this life of fullness can only come about 

when we learn to stand in the very presence of Christ ? 

When we learn " to take time to be holy ?" (1) (2) 

 

(3) THERE WAS EXPECTATION: 

 

Look at ( 2:1 ) An expectancy was born in their hearts ! 

Now we are thinking about Peter and The Way 

Foward. 

This Way Foward involves (1) (2)  

 

(3) A FAITHFULNESS WE NEED TO 

DEMONSTRATE 

 

For what do we see in the Acts ? But Peter launching 

into a ministry into which the Spirit of God has led him 

! 

Now in the book of Acts we see that: 

 

1. Peter was the one who made the move to replace 

Judas with Matthias: ( 1:15-16 ) 

2. Peter was the spokesman of the Church on the day 

of Pentecost: ( 2:14 ) 

3. Peter along with John healed a lame man at the 

beautiful gate of the Temple: ( 3:1 ) 

4. Peter along with John defied the Jewish Sanhedrin: 

( 4:1-22 ) 

5. Peter dealt with the hypocrisy of Ananias and 

Sapphira: ( 5:1-11 ) 

6. Peter dealt with the problem of Simon the Magician:  

( 8:20 ) 

7. Peter healed Aeneas and raised Dorcas from the 

dead: ( 9:32-43 ) 

8. Peter wrote two marvellous epistles in which he 

repeated all the lessons the Lord taught him, thereby 

passing them on to us ! He was a faithful servant. Now 

lets trace this for a moment through the Acts. You see, 

a faithful servant will be known: 

 

(a) BY EXALTING CHRIST: 

 

The ministries, the lives, the businesses, the 

occupations, the motivations, all that we have should 

be to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. We exalt Him. 

Don't exalt human servants. Exalt Christ ! Is that not 

what Peter did on the day of Pentecost ? He preached 

that glorious message and did you notice how he exalts 

Christ ? My .... are you lifting up the Saviour ? 

 

" Happy if with my latest breath 

  I may but speak His name 

  Preach Him in life and cry in death 

  Behold, behold the Lamb " 

 

(b) BY EXERCISING PRAYER: 

 

In ( Ch 1 ) " these all continued with one accord in 

prayer and supplication." ( 1:14 ) Peter among them ! 

In ( Ch 3 ) we read, " And Peter and John went up 

together into the temple at the hour of prayer." ( 3:1 ) 

In ( Ch 4 ) they are at it again. Incidentally, as a leader 

in God's work do you set an example for others in the 

place of prayer ? My .... all you need to do is ripple 

through the pages of the Acts and you'll find that Peter 

was living in an atmosphere, in an environment of 

prayer ! And that prayer had such impact that great 



power came on the people !  

 

(c) BY EXPLAINING SCRIPTURE: 

 

In ( Acts 2 ) what Peter does on the day of Pentecost is 

that he explains the Old Testament Scriptures and then 

he applies it to the hearts and lives of those murderers 

who stood before him. With a note of authority he says 

" Him being delivered .... " ( 2:23 ) My .... Peter comes 

with a " thus saith the Lord," and three thousand souls 

are swept into the kingdom ! Are you beginning to see 

the marks of a faithful servant ? Listen, a faithful 

servant is known: 

 

(d) BY EXHORTING OTHERS: 

 

There is a sensitivity that the Holy Spirit has given 

unto Peter as he moves forward with God ! A 

sensitivity that sees the need and a sensitivity that 

exposes the falseness. Do you remember that its Peter 

who exposes the falseness of Ananias and Sapphira ? 

Do you recall that its Peter who exposes Simon and 

says " Thy money perish with thee." ( 8:20 ) Yes, and 

Peter also is sensitive to the leading of the Spirit of 

God in opening the door of the gospel to the Gentiles. 

( 10:34 ) And what about when Paul rebukes him ? 

Well, he is sensitive enough to bow again to the truth. 

( Gal 2:11-13 ) You see, he is moving forward with 

God in exhorting others ! Finally, a faithful servant is 

known: 

 

(e) BY EXHIBITING CHARACTER: 

 

Do you recall that in ( Ch 12 ) Peter is arrested and the 

sentence of death hangs on him. I mean how would  

you feel if you knew that by morning light you would 

be executed ? Do you know what Peter did ? He slept ! 

He's going to be executed the next day and he slept ! 

Now three times in Scripture we discover Peter asleep. 

Twice in the Gospels he is asleep, once on the Mount 

of Transfiguration, the other time in the Garden of 

Gethsemane ! Both times Peter lost the blessing. But 

here in ( Ch 12 ) he's got an untroubled conscience and 

untroubled heart ! The last night, perhaps on earth, but 

tomorrow it may be glory day and he sleeps ! Do you 

recall what Paul says about the fruit of the Spirit ?  

" But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace .... " 

( Gal 5:22 ) Moving forward with God you exhibit the 

character. And the thing is you don't even know it.  

In the words of Warren Wiersbe we don't carry around 

a fruit basket, and slice off a little here and a little 

there. 

Its just the character. The lifestyle. The fragrance ! 

 

Peter .... The Way Up ! The Way Down ! The Way 

Back ! The Way Forward with God. Do you recall 

that prophetic utterance of the Lord Jesus concerning 

Peter ? " Thou art Simon .... thou shalt be called 

Cephas," which is Aramaic or Peter which is Greek. " 

I'll make you a different man thou shalt be called Peter 

which means stone, I'll give you a rock like character." 

Bless God that rock like character emerged under the 

moulding of the Master Sculptor Himself. " Thou art 

.... thou shalt be." Its Clement of Alexandria who 

records that Peter and his wife who was his helper in 

the gospel were martyred together and that he had the 



grim ordeal of seeing his wife suffer before himself. 

When they came to him he is reputed to have asked his 

executioners, " Crucify me with my head downwards, 

my Master was crucified for me with His head 

upwards. I am not worthy to die as He died." 

 

" Thou art .... thou shalt be .... " My .... what Christ did 

for Peter he can do for you and me. He can take our 

lives and make them stable, rocklike, impressive and 

beautiful. Are you willing to look into His face and say, 

" Lord, you know how unstable, boastful, hasty, I've 

been take my life and mould it, make it precious and 

beautiful that out of my life Jesus Christ may shine ?" 

Will you make that your prayer ? And from this day 

onward start going forward with the Lord ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


