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   5.  “ FROM SIMON TO PETER,”  

 

“ MEETING STORMS AND BILLOWS WILD,” 

 

 

In October 1991, the Andrea Gail a seventy two foot 

long fishing boat with a 365 horsepower turbo diesel 

engine leaves a New England port headed for the 

Atlantic Ocean. It was going on what was supposed to 

be another fishing trip, but it was to be her last voyage. 

Why ? Because she ran into the most powerful and 

dangerous force on earth, a full blown hurricane on the 

open seas. My …. an ocean hurricane is so powerful 

that the combined arsenals of the U.S.A. and the former 

Soviet Union do not contain enough energy to keep that 

hurricane going for one day. The Andrea Gail had the 

misfortune of running into all things a storm called, 

“ Hurricane Grace.” It was a storm so powerful it had 

the highest significant waves ever measured from 1899 

to 1991. This storm brought waves ten stories high with 

pressure up to six tons per square foot of water. The 

winds were measured at 120 miles an hour. The Andrea 

Gail never had a chance. I wonder are you in a storm 

today ? A financial storm ? A business storm ? A 

professional storm ? A physical storm ? A spiritual  

storm ? Is this not the way life is ? Things will be just 

as calm as they can be, and then all of a sudden you are 

in an emergency, right in the midst of the storm. My …. 

twenty four hours can change the course of a life. Just 

one phone call, just one doctor’s examination, just one 

letter, just one call at the home and you are in the midst 

of a storm ! Like the disciples none of us like the 

storms, yet in the school of Christ, they are part of the 

course. Spiritual storms are for spiritual enrichment. I 

wonder in the storms of life have you ever asked, “ 

where is the Master ? Where is the Saviour ? What is 

Christ  

doing ? Why this storm ? Why is this bend in the  

road ?” 

 

Where these the very questions on the minds of the 

disciples as they found themselves tempest tossed on 

the Lake of Galilee on that dark night ? Can you 

visualise this scene ? The disciples leave the North 

Eastern Shore sometime between 7.30 .…9.00 pm and 

they are starting to row ( Mk 6:48 ) toward Western 

Bethsaida  

( Mk 6:45 ) in the vicinity of Capernaum ( Jn 6:17 ) on 

the Plain of Gennesaret ( 14:34 ) but they are making 

little progress for the wind is contrary to them indeed 

their little ship is like a cork in a storm tossed sea. 

There was the violent wind from the opposite direction 

the darkness, the billows, the absence of the Master. My 

.… they were in the storm alright. My …. is that where 

you are this …. ? Are you “ meeting storms and 

billows  

wild ? 

 

I want to talk to you this …. about “ Meeting storms 

and billows wild,” and I want to suggest to you that in 

the storms of life, 

 



(1) WE CAN KNOW THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST 

 

The disciples knew such a ministry in this storm for we 

read in ( 14:22 ) “ Jesus constrained his disciples,” 

( 14:23 ) “ Jesus went up,” ( 14:25 ) “ Jesus went 

unto,”  and those three phrases suggest to me 

something of the  ministry we can know in the storm. In 

other words we can know, 

 

(a) A PURPOSEFUL MINISTRY: 

 

Do you notice that this storm came when they were in 

the will of God and not like Jonah out of the Will of  

God ? Did the Lord Jesus know that this storm was 

coming ? Certainly ? Did he deliberately direct them 

into the storm ? Yes. ( 14:22 ) Do you see that word  

“ constrained ?” It means He forced them. They were 

safer in the storm in God’s will than on land with the 

crowds out of God’s will. Now as we read our Bibles 

we discover that there are two kinds of storm. There are 

storms of correction when God disciplines us and there 

are storms of perfection when God helps us to grow. 

Do you recall that Jonah was in a storm because he 

disobeyed God and had to be corrected. Peter and the 

disciples were in a storm because they obeyed Christ 

and had to be perfected. The Lord Jesus had tested them 

in a storm before when he was in the boat with them.  

( 8:23-27 ) but now He tested them by being out of the 

boat. You see , storms are encountered on the pathway 

of obedience. Many Christians have the mistaken idea 

that obedience to Gods will provides “ smooth 

sailing,” but it does not. The Lord Jesus promised “ In 

the world ye shall have tribulation.” ( Jn 16:33 ) Those 

who tell us that the Christian life is all sunshine, a bed 

of roses, that there are no hills, no storms, no clouds, no 

problems, do us a great disservice. The disciples were 

in the midst of the storm and they could say “ The Lord 

brought us here.” Is your testimony similar this ....? Do 

you find yourself in the storm today because of loyalty 

to the  

Lord ? Are you encountering adversity through being 

obedient to the Lord ? Sometimes we think that storms 

come because we are out of the will of God, but many 

times storms will come into your life, not because you 

are doing what is wrong, but because you are doing 

what is right. 

 

I heard about a man who lived in Ohio whose oil well 

caught fire, and he put out an points bulletin for help. 

He offered $30,000 reward to whoever could put that 

fire out. Well, all the large firehouses from 

neighbouring cities sent their best crews along with the 

most modern fire fighting equipment, but none of the 

trucks could get within 200 yards of that blaze, because 

the heat was too intense. Finally, the Calcutta township 

voluntary fire department appeared on the scene. They 

had only one rickety truck with a single ladder, only 

two buckets of water, three buckets of sand and a few 

blankets. When that old truck had reached the point 

where all those other fire companies had stopped, the 

driver did not even hesitate. He just kept going on 

ahead until he and his crew were right in the thick of 

the blaze. They jumped out of the truck threw the two 

buckets of water and three buckets of sand on that fire 

and then beat the fire out with those blankets. The oil 

tycoon was so impressed by that display of courage that 



he gave the driver $30,000 dollars in cash on the spot 

and said, “ What are you and your men going to do with 

all of that money.” The driver shaking like a leaf said, “ 

the first thing we’re going to do is to get those stupid 

brakes on that truck fixed.” My …. sometimes we are 

thrown into the fire through no fault of our own. 

Sometimes we are there because its in the Lord’s plans. 

Perhaps you are saying  

“ What’s the Lord doing with me, what’s the purpose of 

this storm “?  

 

To help you grow in faith. Wasn’t that the reason behind 

this storm ? After all the Saviour would one day leave 

them and they would face many storms in their 

ministries and they had to learn to trust Him even 

though He was not present with them and even though 

it looked as though He did not care. In the storm there 

is a (1) and its a (a) But its, 

 

(b) A PRAYERFUL MINISTRY: 

 

Look at ( 14:23 ) Mark adds this significant detail “ 

And He saw then toiling in rowing.” ( Mk 6:48 ) What a 

beautiful picture. There on the hillside overlooking the 

scene of the disciples distress their Saviour is watching 

and praying, praying and watching. Communing with 

His Heavenly Father He is also watching over His 

people in the little boat and He is involving the Father 

in the same act of loving concern. The Father on the 

Throne and the Son on the hillside together watching 

over the storm tossed boat. Together they were talking 

about it, together they are listening to the sighs and 

groans of the disciples, together they are keeping vigil 

through the first, second, third, watches of the night and 

into the fourth watch indeed He “ who watches over 

Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” ( Ps 121:4 )  

 

Are you in the midst of a tempest this ....?  Then be 

assured that the Lord is watching over and praying for 

you ?  When Philip Armour meat-packing magnate was 

a young man a banker phoned him one day and said, “ I 

am worried about your loan at our bank.” Armour 

replied, “ No use both of us worrying over the same 

thing,” and hung up. A Pastor had trouble sleeping one 

night as he worried over the spiritual state of the fifty 

churches under his care. When the clock hit midnight, 

he seemed to hear a voice, “ Now go to bed Preacher, I 

will sit up the rest of the night.” My .... as the long as 

the storm is raging the eye of your Lord is upon you ? 

 

“ How He Watches o,er his loved ones, 

 Died to call them all His own, 

 How for them He intercedeth,  

 Watcheth o,er them from the Throne.”  

 

Have you grasp that ? Do you realise that in the time of 

trouble and distress there is One whose eye never leaves 

you ? Do you recognise that in the time of storm there 

is a Saviour who pleads for you ? ( Heb 7:25 ) One who 

knows your circumstances, enemies, problems, One 

who knows, sees and cares. My ....(1) in the storm is a 

(a) (b) But its also, 

 

(c) A PRACTICAL MINISTRY: 

 

( 14:25 ) Now the first watch was from 6- 9pm. The 



second watch was 9-12 midnight. The third watch was 

12 midnight to 3 am. The fourth watch was 3- 6am  

( 14:25 ) You see the Saviour not only planned, and 

prayed but He proceeded. “ Jesus went unto them.” 

( 14:25 ) Now often we feel that the Lord has deserted 

us when we are going through the hard times of life. In 

the Psalms David complained that God seemed far 

away and unconcerned yet he knew that God would 

ultimately deliver him. ( Ps 42:9 ) Even the great 

apostle got into a situation that was so difficult that he 

felt “ burdened excessively beyond our strength so that 

we despaired even of life.” ( 2 Cor 1:8 ) But the Saviour 

always comes to us in the storms of life. He says, “ 

When thou passest through the waters ….,” ( Is 43:2 ) 

He may not come at the time when we think He should 

come because He knows when we need Him the most. 

Did you notice here that the Master waited until the 

boat was as far from land as possible so that all human 

hope was gone ? You see He was testing the disciples 

faith and this meant removing every human prop. Why 

did He walk on the water ? To show His disciples that 

the very thing they feared ( the water ) was only a 

staircase for Him to come to them. Often we fear the 

difficult experiences of life. Surgery, unemployment, 

bereavement, suffering, only to discover that these 

experiences bring the Lord Jesus closer to us. My.... are 

you in the storm this..? Is the tempest howling around 

you ? Are storms of difficulty beating in upon you ? 

Then listen, in the storm there is (1) A Purposeful 

Ministry, the Saviour brought you there, A Prayerful 

Ministry, the Saviour is praying for you there, A 

Practical Ministry, the Saviour will come to you there.  

 

(2)  WE CAN FEEL THE MERCY OF CHRIST 

 

You see we need to be conscious of the fact that the 

Lord Jesus is entering into our times of trouble and 

distress. Well is He ? Of course He is. The writer to 

the Hebrews reminds us “ that we have not an High 

Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities but was in all points tempted like as we are 

yet without sin.” ( Heb 4:15 ) The idea here is to suffer 

with another person to sympathise with him to the 

extent of entering into his experience and feeling his 

heartache yourself. Is that not exactly what the Saviour 

does ?  

“ For in every pang,” Now is this not exactly what the 

Saviour did here in relation to these storm tossed 

disciples ? For look at 

 

(a) The ENCOURAGEMENT He Brought: 

 

“ Be of good cheer,…. be not afraid.” ( 14:27 ) “ Take 

courage stop being afraid.” Can you imagine the 

delight of the disciples when by means of this brief 

command spoken by the One whom they adored and 

loved they were lifted in one moment from crushing 

fear to exuberant joy. “ Its the Master.” Are you a 

fearful disciple this ....?  Are you afraid because of the 

storms that you face ? Maybe its the task or job you 

have to do that is making you apprehensive ? ( Josh 1:9 

) Perhaps it’s the opposition that is gathering forces 

around you ?  

( Acts 18:9 1 Pet 3:14 ) Is it the thought of the unknown 

future and what lies out there ? Whatever the reason or 

cause for your fear the Lord Jesus wants to encourage 



this .…? “ Be of good cheer take courage stop being 

afraid.” What an unnatural announcement if the Lord 

Jesus were only man. What a natural announcement if 

he Lord Jesus were truly God. Do you know what the 

ancient Egyptian symbol of impossibility was ? 

 

The simple figure of two feet planted on a fragment of 

ocean. My .... by making a liquid pavement the Lord 

Jesus proved Himself ruler of all nature. But before 

taking them out of the storm He took the storm out of 

them. Do you know something ? If we would have calm 

in the storm our faith must be linked to the Person of 

our blessed Lord. We must see Him in the fullness of 

His Godhead, commanding and controlling the 

elements. We must recognise Him as Master of the 

Universe the Lord of the Elements. And it this One, the 

Lord who knows 

your circumstances, the Saviour who is in control of 

your affairs who says, “ Be of good cheer be not 

afraid.” (a) But there was, 

 

(b) The ENLIGHTENMENT He Gave: 

 

For He said “ It is I.” ( 14:27 ) Now the disciples 

thought they were seeing a ghost. ( 14:26 ) But the Lord 

says “ No, it is I.” And those three words convey to us 

not only His Authority but His Sympathy for they come 

from One who walked this pathway before us and who 

is therefore able to sympathise with us in our trials. For 

He was “ In all points tempted ( tried ) like as we are 

yet without sin.” ( Heb 4:15 ) My .... the Lord Jesus 

knew what it was to face temptation ( Matt 4:1 ) To 

endure suffering ( Heb 2:18 ) To have disappointments  

( Matt 23:37 ) To weep at the grave of a loved one  

( Jn 11:35 ) and because of all this He is able to 

sympathise with us. My .... He is able to enter into your 

time of distress and feel your heartache Himself. Do 

you know that little chorus, 

 

“ Standing somewhere in life’s shadows you‘ll find 

Jesus  He’s the One who really cares and understands 

 Standing somewhere in life’s shadows you will find 

Him  

And you’ll know Him by the nail prints in His hands.”  

 

In the Storm there is a (1) (2) But, 

 

(3) WE CAN SHARE THE MASTERY OF CHRIST 

 

Now before you criticise Peter for sinking honour him 

for his magnificent demonstration of faith. The Lord 

Jesus did not charge him with no faith but rebuked him 

for little faith. ( 14:31 ) Peter dared to be different. Only 

Peter took steps of faith to walk a bridge over troubled 

waters. I mean anyone can sit in the boat and watch but 

it takes a person of real faith to leave the boat and walk 

on the water. George Muller did that. He stepped out in 

faith to care for 10,000 orphans over 50 years. Never 

did the orphans go without a meal though as many as 

2,000 were living at the orphanage at one time. Over 5 

million dollars came in by “ walking on water,” faith. 

Peter walked on the water to go to Jesus but when he 

saw  

( 14:30-32 ) It seems to me that this victory over  

the storm was all bound up with faith. ( 14:31) And this 

reminds me of Johns words “ And this is the victory 



that 

overcometh .... even our faith.” ( 1 Jn 5:4 ) Victory, but 

will you notice that it had, 

 

(a) Its MOMENTS OF DANGER: 

 

( 14:30 ) Peter saw the Wind. That is he saw the effects 

of the wind on the billows. As long as he concentrated 

his gaze on Christ all went well but the moment he took 

notice of the boisterous winds, surging waves doubt and 

wavering filled his heart. You see the moment of danger 

was the moment of distraction. How easy it is for us to 

get our eyes off the Lord and on to problems. We may 

imagine all sorts of illness. The pile of bills may seem 

mountainous. Disappointment, heartache, tragedy may 

seem to stalk us. But does God ever break His Word ? Is 

any situation beyond His Power ? Have His promises 

been abolished ? Has God been pushed off His  

Throne ? Tell me, like Peter has you gaze been diverted 

from Christ ? From Christ’s sufficiency, love, power, 

wisdom ? The result ? Your feet is slipping, your heart 

is fainting, your comfort is disappearing ? Yes this 

Victory had (a) but it had. 

 

(b) Its MIRACLE of DELIVERANCE: 

 

“ And immediately,” ( 14:31 ) And Peter was lifted by 

the hand that tossed the stars into space, scooped out 

the ocean beds, carved the mountains and painted the 

sunsets. You see even when our faith is weak no-one is 

able to pluck us out of His hand or separate us from His 

love. Peter walked with Jesus backed to the ship and I 

don’t think that Peter was looking at the waves now, nor 

was he looking at those wondering friends of his. He 

was looking into the face of the One to whom he was 

no linked and by whom he was now sustained. So 

together 

they shared the experience of Victory as they moved 

across the water through the storm. 

 

“ So while here the cross I’m bearing, meeting storms 

and billows wild.” My .... we certainly will but thank 

God that in the Storm there is (1) (2) (3) How ? By 

keeping our eyes on the Saviour ? “ Let us run with 

patience the race that is set before us looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.”  ( Heb 12:1-

2 ) That word means “ looking at that which fills the 

heart.” Who fills the heart ? Who thrills the soul ? The 

Lord Jesus who is in perfect control of the 

circumstances that threaten to overwhelm us. My .... the 

Lord is able to control the height to which the waters of 

adversity reach in our lives. Our responsibility is to fix 

our eyes on Christ. Do you need to do that this ....? 

Then “ turn your eyes on Jesus.” 

 


