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 FROM SIMON TO PETER 

 

  6. TEMPTED TO QUIT     

 

 

Dr. Gaston Foote pastor of the First Methodist Church 

in 

Forth Worth Texas tells how proud he was the first day 

his Dad let him go to the field to plough with his older 

brothers. Foote felt that he was old enough to handle a 

plough. He kept nagging his father about it until his 

Dad rigged up a plough and an old mule and sent young 

Gaston to the field to work with his brothers. The old 

mule was so gentle that he could do the ploughing 

without the boy, but Foote swelled with pride as the old 

mule dragged him up and down the rows. Shortly after 

lunch the sand of the field was so hot that young 

Gaston's bare feet almost blistered but he could not 

afford to complain. About the middle of the afternoon, 

the hot sun had taken its toll, and the boy was so bone 

tired that he tied the lines around his waist and let the 

tough-mouthed old mule do the rest.  

 

But when Foote stopped ploughing, his father looked at 

the sun and told him there was still time to do plenty of 

ploughing. And it was there under the hot summer sun, 

that young Foote learned an unforgettable lesson. 

Putting his hand on his sons shoulder, Mr. Foote said to 

the 

boy, “ Its not sundown yet son, you, will have to go 

back to the plough.” Gritting his teeth, young Gaston 

stayed with it until sundown. He said it was the hardest 

weeks work he ever did in one day. And often through 

the years, he later related, when things were going hard 

in Christian service and he was tempted to give up he 

seemed to feel his fathers hand on his shoulder and his 

gentle voice saying, “ Go back to the plough son, it 

isn't sundown yet.” The temptation to quit is one of the 

severest temptations any Christian ever faces. The cost 

of the Christian life seems to great for us to pay, and  

weaklings that we are, we are sorely tempted to give it 

all up and quit. Now is this not exactly what happened 

to the crowds who appeared to be following the Lord 

Jesus as John indicates in this 6th Chapter ? 

 

Their response to the Lord Jesus was short-lived 

because it was shallow. We read “ From that time many 

of his disciples went back and walked no more with 

Him.”  

( Jn 6:66 ) They quit. By ones and twos and then by 

groups the crowd thinned away until eventually that 

synagogue area in Capernaum was almost empty. In 

other words there was, 

 

(1)     DEFECTION  

 

“ Many of his disciples ….,” ( Jn 6:66 ) The phrase  

“ Went back,” signifies retreat, desertion, forsaking a 

position once occupied. ( Jn 18:6 ) Here were people 

who walked no longer in the Masters company. Is this 

not an all too frequent pattern today ? Children of 

Christian parents raised with a knowledge of spiritual 



things, frequently give verbal assent to Christianity. But 

the allure of the world comes along, and they discover 

that the cost of continuing with Christ is more than they 

are willing to pay. They want the world’s glamour, the 

world’s opinion, the worlds rewards. They drift away. 

Oh, they start out as apparent followers of the Lord 

Jesus but they do not follow through. Their unsaved 

friends pull at them, temptation beckons, and little by 

little they fall away They are seen less and less at the 

meetings. Their attendance at Bible study and prayer 

meetings becomes increasingly sporadic.  

 

Eventually they perish because they did not count the 

cost of being Christ’s disciple and were never truly 

committed to Him. Do you know what I am talking 

about ? Perhaps you have seen this very thing in your 

own family, in this church, certainly in our province. 

People who no longer keep company with Christ. 

“ Many of his disciples went back ….,” Now remember 

up until now the crowds had followed the Lord Jesus 

eagerly. We have several glimpses of Christ’s increasing 

popularity in Galilee. Do you recall how the crowds on 

the shore of Galilee so pressed upon Christ that He had 

to go onto the Lake in Simons boat to find a vantage 

point from which to preach ? ( Lk 5:1 ) Then there were 

the 5,000 plus who followed Christ right across the 

Lake ( Jn 6:2 ) and there they were miraculously fed on 

the five loaves and two fishes. But not satisfied with 

that great blessing they pursue Christ back across to the 

other side of the Lake ( 6:22-24 ) they were so intent 

apparently on hearing His words, witnessing His power. 

My …. here in Galilee the crowds followed Christ, He 

was the popular hero. But now “ many of His 

disciples,” ( Jn 6:66 ) Such is popularity, here today, 

gone tomorrow. Such is the fickleness of human nature 

for the very crowds who only yesterday were hailing 

Christ  

( Jn 6:14-15) now turn heel in total retreat. John tells  

why ! They took offence at what Christ taught. They 

had been well pleased when He had been working 

miracles, that was exciting, thrilling totally out of the 

ordinary. But now they complain. 

 

Look if you will at  ( Jn 6:60 ) What was this hard 

saying or teaching that made the crowds defect from 

Christ ? Well probably there were at least 3 things that 

these people took offence at. You see, when you study  

( Jn Ch 6 ) you discover that Christ spoke, 

 

(a) OF THEIR HYPOCRISY: 

 

For recognising the real reason for their pursuit of Him 

across the Sea of Galilee and pulling no punches about 

it 

Christ showed them their hearts. He said ( 6:26 ) What a 

daring statement. Imagine looking into the faces of 

5,000 men plus women and children and telling them 

straight, “ You are after Me for what you can get out of 

Me, your motives are wrong and your goals are false, 

your materialism is wrong, and I know it.” Christ told 

them that and they deeply resented it. ( 6:60 ) My .... 

have these people today. Those who want the blessing 

without the commitment. They were the people who 

followed Christ because it pays. As long as its 

convenient, as long as the blessings keep coming, as 

long as no hard work is required, these people are with 



you. You see, you can get a crowd when you pass out 

blessings. But Christ read their hearts ! My …. does the 

Lord not read the secret motives of our hearts ? My …. 

He knows exactly why you do all you do in your life. 

That’s sobering is it not ? I mean He knows the reason 

why you are here this.... ! Why you have come to the 

ministry. Why you will come to the Lord’s Table ! 

Listen, the Lord of the Lampstands knows why you 

sing, preach, testify, elder, deacon, pastor. Is it for 

power, prestige, pride ? Well He knows ! The Bible says 

“ For all things are naked ….,” ( Heb 4:16 ) 

 

I mean doesn’t a little decent outward profession go a 

long way ? It will please and deceive your parents, your 

pastor, the elders, friends, but not Him ! For He sees 

you through and through. ( Rev 1:14 ) Could it be that 

the Lord saying to you this .... “ You are after Me for 

what you can get out of Me,” ? My ….. do you have 

ulterior motives, wrong Goals ? Well they took offence 

when He spoke to them of (a) And they took offence 

when He spoke to them, 

 

 

(b) OF MANS INABILITY: 

 

For the Lord Jesus taught that no man had the power to 

come to Him on his own. Look if you will at ( 6:44 ) 

You see we are spiritually dead, without strength. Facts 

prove it, preachers see it, the Bible declares it, hence we 

need the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts to show us 

our need and to draw us to Christ. ( Jn 3:8 ) Now its 

interesting that the Lord Jesus explained that salvation 

involves both Divine Sovereignty and Human 

responsibility. The Father gives men and women to the 

Son ( Jn 6:37 39 17:2 ) but these men and women must 

come to Him, that is believe on Christ and those who 

come will never be lost. ( Jn 6:39 ) Now from our 

limited perspective we cannot see how Divine 

Sovereignty and Human responsibility can work 

together but from Gods Perspective there is no conflict. 

 

When a church member asked Charles Spurgeon how 

he 

reconciled these two he replied, “ I never try to 

reconcile friends.” Now it is the Fathers will that 

sinners should be saved ( 1 Tim 2:4 2 Pet 3:9 ) and that 

those who trust Christ be secure in their salvation. But 

the disciples said, “ This is an hard saying ….,” ( Jn 

6:60 ) My…. they were offended when He spoke of (a) 

(b) and they were offended when Christ spoke, 

 

(c) OF HIS SUFFICIENCY: 

 

For He identified himself as the Living Bread which 

men must eat ( Jn 6:51 ) if they are to have eternal life. 

My …. God’s inexhaustible fullness is treasured up 

where all the needy may reach it …. in Christ. Now that 

Christ should go so far as to make eternal life 

dependent upon the “ eating of his flesh and drinking of 

his blood,” ( 6:54 ) even though he showed them that 

by eating and drinking he meant believing ( 6:45-47 ) 

this 

was extremely offensive to the multitudes. “ This is an 

hard saying,” ( 6:60 ) Its does mot mean that they did 

not understand it.  No ! Rather their defection was 

saying, “ You are making yourself absolutely 



exclusively the only Saviour and the implications of that 

are too demanding for us to accept.” ( 6:35 ) The cost 

is too high to pay. Now is this not the cardinal reason 

why many do not accept the Lord Jesus as their Saviour 

and Lord ? I recall some time ago speaking with a 

young 

man after a gospel service. I spoke to him about the cost 

of rejecting Christ, the cost of receiving Christ. 

 

I never saw him since. My …. is this what is keeping 

you back from the Saviour ? Is the cost too high ? Are 

you unwilling to trust Him because you realise that 

there is a price to be paid ? Was the cost of discipleship 

to 

great for these folk ? Well, John says “ from that time 

many …. with Him.” ( 6:66 ) Does that describe you 

this ....? Are you going back spiritually ? Is the allure of 

the world to much for you ? Is the cost to great for you 

to pay ? And does all this not indicate that you never 

were really committed to Christ in the first place ?  (1) 

But notice there was,  

(2)   DECISION  

 

Did you notice how the Lord Jesus reacted when He 

saw the crowds disappearing and the grim realities of 

the hour where dawning upon the twelve ? John tells us  

“  Then said Jesus unto the twelve will ye also go  

away ?” ( 6:67 ) My ….can you visualise this scene ? 

The synagogue is gradually emptying, the crowds have 

been offended at the teaching of the Saviour: The last 

person leaves and immediately Christ sweeps around 

the synagogue and says to the twelve, “ Will ye also go  

away.” You see, its decision time for the twelve 

disciples and they have got to make that decision in the 

light of two facts. They have got to make it in the light 

of, 

 

(a) THE SAVIOURS UNCOMPROMISING 

ATTITUDE: 

 

Do you see this coming through here ? You see though 

Christ knew that the retreating crowds meant an end of 

His enormous popularity He made no attempt to strike a 

compromise even with these twelve men who made up 

his last apparent hope of a following. On the contrary 

the Lord Jesus showed them that the only alternative to 

accepting His demands and claims was the alternative 

the crowd had chosen. Defection. Now He says,  

“ Will ye also go away ?” For the Saviour would not be 

lowering His claims, diluting His standards, or 

compromising His truth. Men and women must receive 

Him on his terms or not at all. Now is there not an 

important lesson here for us to grasp as a Church ?  Do 

you know what it is ? We must not compromise the 

message to keep the crowds ! Many churches today are 

becoming what they call “ user friendly.” They are 

taking the words “ sin, sinner, judgement, hell, 

eternity,” and substituting them with less offensive 

words ! Why ? Well, they are diluting the Word to draw 

the crowds. My …. are we going to dilute the gospel to 

draw the crowds ? Are we going to throw out the 

distinctive truths of believers baptism, of the Lord’s 

Supper, of a saved and baptised membership, of 

Headship, which involves head-covering for Christian 

ladies simply to appeal to the crowds ? 

 



My …. we are living in an age when pragmatism rules 

that’s why we need to hold tenaciously to the Word of 

God. You see, those who us who are ministering the 

Word and preaching the Gospel must come back to this 

time and time again. It is tragically possible to tone 

down the Word of God or to silence some of its mighty 

declarations in order to keep the peace or keep the 

people and that is fatal for this is the very truth of God 

which is to remain unchanged and unaltered.  

( Rev 22:19 ) So the disciples were to make this 

decision  

 in the light of (a) and also in the light of, 

 

(b) THE SAVIOURS UNCEASING AFFECTION: 

 

Did you notice that when the crowd went away Christ 

did not cry after them though his soul must have been 

grieved. ( Lk 13:34 ) But He spake not a word. But now 

he says to the twelve, “ Will ye also go away ?” ( 6:67 ) 

Or as A.T. puts it “ And do you too desire to leave  

Me ?” “ Ye whom I have chosen, Ye whom I have 

called, Ye who I am training and teaching.” “ Will ye 

….,” ( 13:1 ) My …. the same Lord is asking us the 

same question this …. ! You that have known Christ, 

you that have loved Christ, you, that have served Christ, 

you that have obeyed Christ, you that are tempted to 

quit and go back to sin, to the world, “ Will ye also go  

away ?” Or will you say with Peter “ Lord to whom 

shall we go …. ?” ( 6:68-69 ) My … that’s not 

Defection, and that’s not Decision that is, 

 

 

(3)      DEVOTION  

 

You see, the humanly unbelievable had happened. 

Christ who only the day before had drawn men and 

women to Himself had now driven them away by His 

teaching  

( Jn 6:60 ) There was just twelve left and there was yet 

to be a further narrowing down of them ( 6:70 ) But let 

us ever remember that “ little is much when God is in 

it,” My .... God seems to take a strange delight in doing 

his greatest exploits through a handful of people. I 

mean God pared Gideon’s army down from 32,000 to 

300 before he would allow them to fight the Midianites  

( Jud 7:2) God frequently cuts down our resources in 

order that we may depend entirely upon Him. Was this 

not exactly what God was doing here with Christ’s 

followers ? He was letting the multitudes go and  

taking the twelve in order to make out of them an army 

that the whole Roman Empire would not be able to 

withstand. How this shows the power and the wisdom 

and the might of God ( 1 Cor 1:27-29 ) Forearmed then 

by Biblical precedent the disciples were probably not 

surprised that they alone were now left with the 

Saviour. Indeed these men had very strong reasons for 

remaining with Christ for in response to Christ’s 

question “ Will ye also go away ?” Peter replies “  Lord 

to whom shall we go Thou hast the words of eternal 

life.” ( 6:68-69 ) You see here were men who were 

devoted to One, 

 

(a) WHOSE PERSON IS UNEQUALLED: 

 

Peter uses two titles to refer to the Lord Jesus, “ Lord,”  

( kurios ) and this ascribes Deity to Christ. Then he 



addresses Jesus “ As that Christ the Son of the living 

God,” or “ the Holy One of God.” ( 6:69 Mk 1:24 Lk 

4:34 ) That’s how God was designated in the O.T. and 

its use here can only mean that the disciples believe 

Jesus Christ to be God. You see, they cannot leave the 

Saviour because they know Him to be Divine. (a) My 

….are you tempted to quit ? To give up your faith and 

go back to the world ? Then I have a question for you. “ 

To whom shall you go ?” Will you try Eastern 

Mysticism or 

Buddhism ? Will you embrace the teaching of  

Confucius ? Will you resort to Catholicism with its 

emphasis on Mariolatry ? My .... to whom will you go 

for pardon ? Where will you find such peace, hope, 

comfort as in Christ ?  An agnostic, visiting another 

agnostic on his deathbed, encouraged him by 

saying, “ Stick to it fellow,” but the other replied 

weakly, 

“ There’s nothing to stick to.”  My.... the Lord Jesus is 

superior by virtue of, 

 

1. His Words: “ For never man spake like this man,” 

2. His Works: For who can rival His Miracles ? Who 

else can still the storm, raise the dead, feed the  

multitude ? 

3. His Worth: For His character was flawless, his 

goodness unassailable. 

 

Now can you better yourself by turning your back on 

Christ and going back to the world ? Never ! (a) 

 

(b) WHOSE POWER IS UNLIMITED: 

 

Do you see what Peter says, “ Thou hast the words of 

eternal life.” ( 6:68 ) You see they could not leave their 

Lord because of the view they had come to hold of His 

person and because of the power they had come to 

discern in His message. Christ had the Word that 

brought life to the dead, life of a new kind, eternal life, 

the very life of God Himself given to men. “ Lord to 

whom shall we go ?” No-one else is who you are. 

No-one else has what you have. You are unique, 

sovereign, God. (1) (2) (3) My …. are you tempted to 

give up and go back ? Then think of who the Lord Jesus 

is, He is God and cannot be equalled, think of what the 

Lord Jesus has, the “ words of eternal life.” ( 3:5 ) To 

whom then shall you go ?  My .... Christian …. to 

whom shall you go at this time of world turmoil ? To 

whom shall you go when one by one the lights you have 

trusted die out in the sky ? To whom shall you go in the 

loneliness of old age ? To whom shall you go in the 

hour of death ? To whom shall you go in the day of  

judgement ? Surely to none but Christ, for “ Christ is 

the answer to my every need.” 

 

Someone has said “ Continuance is the test of reality.” 

Are you continuing ? Or are you retreating ? Are you 

going forward with Christ ? Or are you going backward 

with the crowds ? Are you a devotee or a defector ? 

Which ? The great missionary Adoniram Judson’s motto 

was, “ devoted for life.” Are you ?  


