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       FROM SIMON TO PETER 

 

  8.  ON THE WRONG WAVELENGTH  

 

 

Victor Hugo once said “ a good general must penetrate the brain of his enemy.”  

In more recent times Field Marshall Montgomery tells in his memoirs that when he 

was assigned to lead the North African campaign of the allies against the Germans 

in World War 2, his main subject of study was not the terrain on which they would 

fight, but the character, background, and outlook of his opposite number, General 

Rommell. If he could foresee what strategy and tactics Rommell was likely to 

adopt then he could take steps to forestall and eventually conquer him. There’s an 

old Chinese proverb which says “ if you know yourself and your adversary clearly 

then in a hundred battles you will win a hundred times.” But many of us are 

spiritual illiterates when it comes to a knowledge of our great adversary, 

consequently we lose our battles. Now if there is one truth that springs out of this 

passage more than another it is this.  

 

The Devil uses people. In ( Acts Ch 2 ) we read that 

three thousand people were converted to Christ. Later 

That number grew to five thousand. Then what happened ? According to ( Acts Ch 

4 ) Satan came like a Lion, and had the apostles threatened. In ( Acts Ch 5 ) Satan 

came like a Serpent influencing Ananias and Sapphira to infect the church with 

their lying and hypocrisy. If Satan can’t win by persecution from the outside, he 

will try pollution on the inside. Then 

Satan came as the Accuser in ( Acts Ch 6 ) One group of widows accused the other 

group of widows of taking over. “ We are being neglected,” they said. Satan 

always like to get the saints to accuse one another. ( Rev 12:10 ) He rubs his hands 

with glee and says “ they are doing my work well.” Then according to ( Acts Ch 

12) Satan came as a Murderer. James was killed and Peter was put in prison to be 

kept for execution. 

 

My .... lets never underestimate the power of Satan. The Devil uses people. The 

Devil used Peter. What a stark contrast this exchange was to the previous 

exchange. In  

( Matt 16:16 ) Peter had made his Great Confession. Here Peter makes his Great 



Blunder. There Peter was the recipient of Spiritual truth ( 16:17 ) here Peter is the 

instrument of Satanic pressure. Yesterdays submission has given way to today’s 

rebellion. Yesterdays spiritually has given way to today’s carnality. My …. do you 

know anything of that ? Have you ever moved from the heights of spirituality one 

moment to the depths of carnality the next ? I have. There have been times when I 

have preached like an angel, and then on my home from church, I have acted like 

the devil. Now I am not talking about my driving. What a bundle of inconsistencies 

we all can be at times. You see, Peters mind was like a radio set not perfectly tuned 

to a station. He is on the wrong wavelength today because he fails to distinguish 

between what he knows ( 16:16-17 ) and what he does not know. Now this passage 

that centres around Peter and the Lord Jesus brings before us 

 

 

(1)    A REVELATION BY THE LORD JESUS  

 

Now if you underline your Bible underline that expression “ From that time forth,” 

( 16:21 )  Because it marks a pivotal shift in the ministry of Christ. Christ is 

prepared to unveil new truths to the disciples that he has not revealed before. He is 

going to introduce to them the fact of the cross and that He must go to Jerusalem 

and there He must suffer and die and then be raised from the dead. This is what He 

says in ( 16:21 ) Now this revelation by Christ shows us something of, 

 

(a) THE LORD’S PERSON: 

 

For here we see that the Lord Jesus had the clearest possible insight into what the 

future involved. He foresaw the way along which He would travel. He knew the 

city where He would die. He recognised the three groups who would engineer his 

death and He knew that he would rise again from the dead. Does this not show us 

something of the Lord’s Person ? Our Lord 

is Omniscient, for He is All-knowing ( Jn 2:24 ) My …. the One this day who is 

your Saviour and Lord and who is guiding you to glory knows your innermost 

thought, your pressing circumstances, your present trials, and how encouraging He 

knows all about your future work. Some of us would like to get a crystal ball and 

gaze into it to discover what the future holds for us. But we have something better 

than a crystal ball, we have something better than horoscopes, we have a Saviour 

who has 

the clearest possible insight into what your future holds and foresees  the road 

along which you will travel and He knows the place where you will fulfil His will. 

Now is that not good enough for you ? Are you not glad that you can say, 

 



“ I do not know what lies ahead,” 

   The way I cannot see 

   But One stands near to be my guide 

   He’ll show the way to me,” 

 

You see, your part is simply to wait on Him. ( Ps 32:8) a. 

 

(b) THE LORD’S PURPOSE: 

 

His purpose in coming into the world. Do you see that  word “ must,” it suggests 

deep conviction. My …. here was a man on a mission. Christ was expressing what 

was Gods will, Gods way, and Gods work, for his life. Now this was a shocking 

disclosure. This is not what they expected. They shared the Jewish expectations 

that 

the Messiah would be a political deliverer who would defeat Rome re-establish the 

kingdom of Israel and usher in a period of peace and prosperity not known since 

the kingdom of David. You see, they thought of Messiah in terms of power, 

conquest, and victory. But the Saviour was talking about suffering and death. And 

they were not ready for that. Yet this was why Christ had come. “ He must go unto 

Jerusalem.” ( 16:21 ) Is there a Divine “ must,” n your life ? Are you a person 

under orders ? Do you know in your heart you “ must,”  go 

to ....wherever, whoever, whenever  ? Despite, sacrifice, suffering, pain ? You see 

the problem with most of us is that we think like Peter. The word “ savourest,”  

( 16:23 ) means “ to think,” Peters problem was carnal thinking.  

 

Peter was not thinking as God thinks but as people think. How do we think ? We 

think basically of ourselves. We put our own wishes, ambitions, desires, comforts, 

first. In a word we look after old number one. Gods way is the avenue of 

self-giving and surrender. Its the pathway of death to self. ( 16:24) So this 

revelation shows us something of, (a) (b) 

 

(c) THE LORD’S PEOPLE: 

 

Mark the word “ began,” indeed you could write beside the word “ began,” the 

word “ backslide.” When do Gods people backslide ? When they begin to question 

the truth. The truth of Christ was no longer authoritative in the life of Peter and 

Peter began to argue with the truth. What Christ had done was to begin to unfold 

the truth about the cross, and to me it is arrogance for a believer like Peter, or a 

believer like you and me to begin to sit in judgment upon the Word when that Word 

is to sit in judgment upon us. Had Peter become so familiar with the truth that it no 



longer hit him with the impact that it once did ? My …. its possible you know in 

your life and mine as we minister the truth, daily read the Word, to become so 

familiar with it that the Word no longer begins to have the impact that once it did. 

Is this true of you ? When the Word of God begins to prick your heart do you argue 

with the truth or do you submit yourself to it ? Do you say “ that’s for another 

time, another person, Lord you don’t understand the culture in which I live, the 

pressure under which I work.” (1) But notice, 

 

 

(2)     A RESPONSE TO THE LORD JESUS  

 

Look if you will at ( 16:22 ) “ Then Peter took him.” The Greek word “ took,” 

suggests that Peter caught hold of Him and forced Him aside. The Greek word  

“ rebuke,” shows Peters words to be full of vehemence. He came on strong in his 

zeal to correct the Lord.  

“ Never Lord,” he said “ this shall never happen to you. Are you talking about 

dying ? Are you talking about going to the holy city and suffering and laying down 

your life ? Never.” Now there is no question that Peter means well but he is making 

a great mistake. For what is he doing ? He is trying to dissuade Christ from going 

to the cross. He is trying to divert Christ from the “ Divine must,” which Christ 

revealed as being indispensable to the fulfilment of His mission. Do you know 

something ?  I have discovered in my life and ministry, that there will be always 

well meaning Christians who will seek to divert you from the Divine must in your 

life. I have had them. People who have written to me and told me what to do and 

what not to do. A.T. Robertson says,  “ None are more formidable instruments of 

temptation than well-meaning friends who care more for our comfort than our 

character.” Have you met them ? People who seem to have the mind of God 

concerning your life. You see, I’ve discovered that some Christians are  

“ busybodies,” ( 1 Pet 4:15 ) and what Christ said to Peter on a later occasion needs 

to be said to them “ what is this to thee.” ( Jn 21:22 ) in other words “ mind your 

own business.” Now have a look at Peters response, 

 

(a) It seems INCONCEIVABLE: 

 

It seems to hard to credit that the man who only yesterday acknowledged the Deity 

of Christ was today seeking to hinder the Death of Christ. Inconceivable. No, True 

to life. Yes ! For after the Approval of Heaven  

( 16:17 ) there always comes the Assault of Hell  

( 16:23 ) Do you recall that this was the experience of the Lord Jesus ? Do you 

remember Matthews words  



after Christ was baptised “ then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted of the devil.” 

( Matt 4:1 ) First came the testimony of God the Father  

“ this is my beloved Son.” ( 3:17) Then came the sweeping suggestion of Satan “ if 

thou be the Son of God.” ( 4:3 ) Can you see this ? After the Approval 

of Heaven, the Assault of Hell. After the Dove the Devil. 

After the Blessing the Buffeting. Do you know anything of that ? Have you found 

this true to your experience ?  Have you discovered that those times when you 

have been depressed, ready to quit, buffeted by the devil have nearly always 

followed on the heels of blessing. My …. is God working in and through in ? Then, 

watch out Satan is plotting and planning against you ? Is God using you ? Then, 

watch out for Satan is setting you up for a fall ? (a) 

 

(b) It was INCONSISTENT: 

 

It was out of keeping with Peters great confession. Only 

 yesterday Peter said “ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” ( 16:16 ) 

but today he is saying that Christ’s teaching about His death is wrong. Now one 

cannot on the one hand declare that Christ is God’s Anointed Prophet, Priest, and 

King and then on the other hand deny that the Saviour understands Gods plan for 

His life. But that is exactly what Peter is doing. He is denying to day what he 

professed to believe yesterday. Is this not the kind of thing you and I do ? 

Sometimes our lives are drawn out contradictions of what our lips confess. We 

confess that Jesus Christ is our Prophet, teacher, yet we only heed His teaching if it 

suits us. We acknowledge that Jesus Christ is our Priest but have you today 

engaged in the priestly ministry of intercession ? We sing that sing Jesus Christ is 

our Lord but what about the areas in your life that are not under His Lordship ? 

Can I ask you a very simple question. Does your practice match your profession, 

does your behaviour match your belief ?  My …. this response seems 

inconceivable, was inconsistent, and, 

 

(c) It sprang from IGNORANCE: 

 

My.... let us never fall into the trap of thinking that because we are sure of one 

thing, we are therefore sure of everything. Sure, Peter knows that Jesus is the 

Messiah but he does know that Messiah-ship involves suffering, pain and death. ( 

Is Ch 53 ) “ You suffering You dying never, Lord this shall never happen to you.” 

How often you and I have re-acted in a similar way to Peter as we have questioned 

and challenged Gods plan for our lives. In the midst of difficult circumstances have 

you ever said, “ I don’t understand why I must go through this trial and suffer so ? 



What’s the Lord  

doing ? Perhaps the trial is the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job. Whatever it is 

its always tempting to offer God an alternative plan that would eliminate the 

difficulty. Often our plan is to have unmitigated joy and bliss not pain or suffering. 

Have you ever dictated to God ? Do you feel that you know better than Him ? My 

…. God makes no mistakes and neither does the Son 

of God. The poet says, 

 

“ My Fathers way may twist and turn 

                  My heart may throb and ache  

                   But in my soul I’m glad to know  

                   God maketh no mistake.” 

 

So when you are tempted to question the wisdom of 

God, question your own wisdom. (1) (2) But there’s 

 

 

(3)    A REBUKE FROM THE LORD JESUS  

 

Look if you will at ( 16:23 ) “ But He turned ….” 

( 16 23 ) You see, the Lord Jesus immediately recognises the trap that Satan was 

setting for Him. So he deals with this temptation drastically. “ Get thee,” means “ 

be gone  go away.” Can I say that if Christ dealt drastically with temptation then 

we need to do the same. We need to deal with it as Joseph did when he fled from 

the woman who was seeking to seduce him. ( Gen 39:12 ) We need to 

deal with it as Christ did. We need to deal with it as Paul 

exhorts us to do “ Flee also youthful lusts.”  

( 2 Tim 2:22 ) Don’t dilly dally rather take drastic action  against it. This is what 

Christ did here, for notice that, 

 

(a) Christ Assumes HIS SOVEREIGNTY: 

 

“ Get thee behind Me.” The first step in disciplining Peter was to command him to 

return to his rightful place which was behind the Lord and not in front of him. In 

other words the Saviour was pointing out that Peters authority to lead men ( 

16:18-19  did not qualify him to lead the Son of God. As far as Christ is concerned 

Peter must learn to follow never to lead. Yet isn’t this a temptation to all of us ? We 

sometimes try to constrain the Lord to go our way. Like the young man who dealt 

beside his bed many years ago and prayed simply. 

“ Lord you know that I’m in love with Rose and I’m in love with Mary show me 



which one it is to be that I am to marry but Lord please make it Mary.” Sometimes 

its not Gods way we are seeking but Gods approval of our way. We need to get in 

behind the Saviour again for He’s the boss. Yes (a) 

 

(b) Christ Senses HIS ADVERSARY: 

 

Do you see what the Lord says ? “ get thee behind me Satan.” The Lord Jesus 

knew exactly what was happening, Satan was using the words of Peter to tempt 

Christ. Do you recall that previous occasion when Satan tried to divert Christ from 

the Cross ? The Devil promised Christ all the kingdoms of this world and the glory 

of them if the Lord Jesus would fall down and worship him. ( Matt 4:7-9 ) He was 

saying, “ You don’t need to die, You can avoid the cross, just worship me and all 

will be well.” Christ replied, “ get thee hence Satan.” ( Matt 4:10 ) You see in ( 

Matt Ch 4 ) Satan tempted the Lord Jesus Directly. Here Satan is tempting the Lord 

Jesus Indirectly through one of His own. Oh, the subtlety of Satan. Do you recall 

Paul’s words ? “ We are not ignorant of his devices.” ( 2 Cor 2:11 ) But sometimes 

we are. Do you realise that when Satan fails to influence you openly as an enemy 

he can come to you in the guise of a friend ? Do you realise that just as Satan used 

Peter so Satan can use you ? You say “ how ?” 

 

1. When you “ sow discord among the brethren.” 

 ( Prov 6:19 ) the Devil is using you. The Devil loves murmuring. Christian 

cannibalism, eating one another, devouring one another ! My …. are you reducing 

the Devils work load ? 

 

2. When you lie or even shade the truth the Devil is using you. ( Acts 5:3 ) For the 

Devil is a liar and the father of it. ( Jn 8:44 ) 

 

3. When you discourage another believer on the Christian pathway you are doing 

the devils work.  

( Num 21:4 Deut 1:28 ) 

 

Do you know what Paul says ? “ Neither gave place to the devil.” ( Eph 4:27 ) 

Don’t give him a foothold in 

you life, marriage, home, church. Keep asking this question. “ Am I the servant of 

Christ or the devil ?” The Lord Jesus (a) (b) 

 

(c) Christ Reveals HIS PRIORITY: 

 

Do you see that word “ savourest ?” It means “ to think,” Peter was not thinking 



as God thinks but as Peter thinks. “ Peter you’re looking at things not from Gods 

viewpoint but from men’s, you are on the wrong wavelength tuned into earth and 

not to heaven.” Does this not reveal to us Christ’s priority ? That we need to be 

attuned to the right spiritual wavelength. You see there is no guarantee that 

yesterdays spiritually will not be today’s causality unless we learn to keep our 

mind tuned exclusively to the Word of God, and the Spirit of God. This is the 

Saviours priority for you and me. Freshly tuned to the Word of God, daily 

sensitive to the Spirit of God.  My …. is this you ? If it is then you will be on the 

right spiritual wavelength ! 


