
 

 

                       Place: Lurgan Baptist: 8:2:2011 

 

Reading:  Joshua 7:1-26 

 

 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH 

 

10. SIN IN THE CAMP 

 

 

Moses described the Promised Land as “ a land of hills 

and valleys.” ( Deut 11:11 ) That statement I believe, is 

much more than a description of the contrast between the 

hilly landscape of Canaan and the flat monotonous 

topography of Egypt. It’s a description of the geography  

of the life of faith that is pictured by Israel’s experiences 

in Canaan. You see, as by faith we claim our inheritance 

in Christ, we expect peaks of victory and valleys of 

discouragement. Discouragement isn’t inevitable in the 

Christian life, but we must remember that we cannot have 

mountains without valleys. That ominous word “ But,” 

that introduces ( Joshua Ch 7 ) is a signal that things are 

going to change for Joshua. He is about to descend from 

the mountaintop of victory at Jericho to the valley of 

defeat at Ai. You see, the moment of greatest danger in 

the life of a believer is that which follows a great spiritual 

victory. How often triumph can turn to tragedy, how 

quickly victory can turn to defeat.  

 

Have you not experienced this personally, domestically, 

corporately ? The sixth chapter of Joshua closes with a 

glorious victory. There we read “ So the Lord was with 

Joshua and his fame was noised throughout all the 

country.” ( 6:27) But this seventh chapter opens with an 

ominous “ but.” Here was Israel’s first and only military 

defeat in Canaan, a defeat that is forever associated with 

Achan’s name. Because of Achan’s disobedience Israel 

was defeated at Ai, and the enemy killed 36 Jewish 

soldiers. Having just defeated Jericho, no doubt Joshua 

and the people felt that no other force in Canaan could 

stand before them. They had reached the pinnacle of 

power. They could not count on unbroken victory in the 

land. Yet something had happened that was about to 

change the whole landscape. Did you notice whom God 

blames ? Not an individual, but the whole nation. The 

verdict from heaven was not “ Achan hath sinned,” but  

“ Israel hath sinned.” One man fails and the whole army 

is defeated. Yet the failure was not all on the part of 

Achan. 

 

1. Joshua Failed: 

 

For before this battle at Ai he neglected to consult his 

Commander in Chief and learn His strategy. Joshua acted 

on the circumstantial evidence and advice of the spies 

rather than on divine direction. 

 

2. The Spies Failed: 

 

Their commission was to view the situation and report 

conditions to Joshua but they assumed the prerogatives of 

the Commander and dictated strategy.  

 

3. Achan Failed: 



 

 

His name means “ trouble,” and he certainly brought big 

trouble to Israel. His seemed a small sin, for he took only 

a tiny part of the booty, but its effects were anything but 

small. He thought it was a secret sin, locked up in his own 

heart and his own tent and perhaps within his own family. 

But before long it was public knowledge to the whole 

nation. You see secret sin has public consequences. There 

didn’t seem to be any obvious connection between the 

mound of earth in Achan’s tent and the 36 corpses on the 

road to Ai, and yet they were intimately connected. Israel 

was temporarily immobilized because of his secret sin. 

One man sinned and the whole nation was defeated. Now 

this chapter is all about Sin in the Camp. My …. sin in 

the church is a great problem. So many churches are in a 

lamentable condition because of hidden sin, and instead of 

enjoying the blessing of the Lord, they are enduring the 

anger of the Lord. Humiliated, and defeated, instead of 

experiencing victory. A deadness prevails over the 

meetings. The presence of the Lord is rarely sensed.  

 

Conversions are a thing of the past. Spiritual growth is 

absent. Why ? Because, there is sin in the camp, which 

kills the spirit of power and liberty. And until the wrong is 

put right there can be no spiritual progress. My …. sin 

must be dealt with or the cycle of defeat will simply 

continue to weaken the fellowship. Now in order to put a 

handle on our study I want to divide it into three. Notice 

Israel were, 

 

(1) DEFEATED BY THE ENEMY OF GOD 

 

Look if you will at ( 6:4-5 ) Do you see that the tables 

have turned ? Where before the heart and will of the 

Canaanites had been gripped with fear and panic ( 5:1 ) 

now suddenly the tables turned. Israel was paralyzed with 

fear. Their will to war had turned to water. Now Ai was in 

the hill country, about 15 miles from Jericho, and one 

went up to Ai because it was situated about 1,700 feet 

above sea-level. The Jewish army marched confidently up 

the hill but soon came down again, fleeing for their lives 

and leaving 36 dead comrades behind them. What a 

contrast to all that has gone before. You see, so far the 

story has been a story of success, but now Israel are in full 

retreat and Joshua is on his face before the Lord asking 

Why ? ( 6:7 ) “ Why have we been defeated ? Why has 

your name been dishonoured ?” Well, why did Israel 

experience defeat ? Why do you and I so often fail in our 

Christian lives ? What are the reasons ? Israel was 

defeated by the enemy of God. Why ? Because of, 

 

(a) SELF-CONFIDENCE: 

 

Look if will at ( 6:2-3 ) Do you see what they were  

saying ? “ Don’t trouble the whole army Joshua 2,000 or 

3,000 men will do the job.” They reported that “ they are 

but few,” ( 7:3 ) when actually there were 12,000 ( 8:25 ) 

And most tragic, they failed to remember that it was the 

Lord who had given them the victory in Jericho. ( 6:16 ) 

It was as if they were saying, “ If we destroyed Jericho in 

such a signal way, Ai is not going to present us with much 

problem.” But their reliance was not on God. (a) Its 

interesting to notice the three occasions in Israel’s history 

at this period in which spies were sent out. 



 

 

(1) Spies were sent out by Moses at Kadesh-barnea  

( Num 13:2 ) and when they came back, ten of them 

advised against going in and spread alarm and 

despondency among Gods people. What was the result ? 

God’s judgment on that generation, who died in the 

wilderness and never entered the land. 

 

(2) Spies were sent out by Joshua to Jericho ( 2:1 ) and 

when they returned they were submissive to the divine 

will and Israel went -forward and success resulted.  

 

(3) Now Joshua sends spies to Ai and when they return 

they take it upon themselves to advise their leader what to 

do. ( 6:3 )  

 

Interesting is it not that on two of these three occasions 

when the spies came back and presumed to tell their 

leader what to do disaster was the result. But on the third 

occasion, when they did not tell their leader what to do, 

but when they were content to leave it to God, victory 

followed. Do you know what I have discovered over the 

years ? God’s people love to tell me, and the elders what 

to do, and how to do it. Nothing there is wrong with 

advice and counsel as long as such counsel is “ of the 

Lord,” but here it wasn’t, for had Joshua asked counsel of 

God, ( Ps 62:5 ) instead of listening to man God would 

have revealed to him the guilty mound in Achan’s tent.  

“ Joshua, Ai is only a bump on the road, let not all the 

men go up.” How different was the report of the spies 

who were sent to look over Jericho. They had said.  

“ Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the 

land.” ( 2:24 ) But here there is no mention of God, no 

reliance on God, no looking to God. (a) The book of 

Proverbs says, “ Pride goeth before destruction and an 

haughty spirit before a fall.” ( 16:18 ) My .... will you 

mark this lesson well ? There is no experience in Christian 

living so full of danger as the flush of victory. Victory 

makes us vulnerable. There is something about victory 

that elates, that takes you off guard, that leaves you open 

to the devastating arrows of Satan. Satan has a brilliant 

strategy in going for the kill when we are on a high. It’s a 

short distance from the Jericho of Victory to the Ai of 

Despair. Israel experienced victory, the result, they 

became self confident. They needed to learn that without 

God the smallest opposition is too much for them. 

 

My soul be on thy guard 

Ten thousand foes arise, 

The hosts of sin are pressing hard, 

To draw thee from the skies. 

Ne’r think the victory won 

Nor lay thine armour down 

The work of faith will not be done 

Till thou obtain the crown 

 

(b) PRAYERLESSNESS: 

 

“ But sure Joshua did pray,” ( 6:7-9 ) Yes he did, but he 

prayed at the wrong time. He prayed after the defeat of Ai 

instead of praying before he ever sent the soldiers. You 

see, had he made the same preparation before Ai as before 

Jericho, the story would have been altogether different.  

( 5:14-15 ) Not only was there self-confidence, there was 

prayerlessness. Joshua failed to wait on the Lord. Joshua, 



 

 

a man of such calibre who had known the presence of God 

and had been so greatly used, failed the Lord. Had Joshua 

sought the Lord, He would have revealed to him that there 

was sin in the camp. Do you know what prayerlessness 

does ? It makes us insensitive to sin. That’s why the Lord 

Jesus said, “ Watch and pray that ye enter not into 

temptation.” ( Matt 26:41 ) You see, one of the greatest 

temptations that can come to us after we’ve experienced 

blessing and victory is to neglect to pray. Whatever 

victories we have seen, however near to the Lord we may 

have been, we always need to be dependent on God. Do 

you know those times when you’ve experienced victory 

and you feel you’re strong enough and you don’t need to 

pray anymore ? Its then you’ve dulled your sensitiveness 

to sin. But when you pray in the time of victory, then 

you’ll not have to plead in the time of defeat.  

 

My .... its only prayer in the hour of victory that makes 

you realise that you’ll face defeat again unless you 

maintain continuous contact with God. We must keep 

close to Him lest we act independently and prayerlessly.  

Prayerlessness. Is this the cause of defeat in your life ? 

How many of us have gone on to failure because we don’t 

pray, our senses are dulled, we’re no longer conscious of 

the fact that unconfessed sin is still there. (a) (b) 

 

(c) DISOBEDIENCE: 

 

What actually happened at Jericho ? Well, Achan stole 

that which had been devoted to God. Look at the phrase 

that is used in ( 7:11 ) Notice the repetition of the word  

“ accursed,” appearing some six times in ( 7:11-15 ) You 

see, Israel took some of the devoted things. That is, those 

things that were set apart for God. Alexander M’Claren 

says that this phrase has the force of a “ breach of trust,” 

and is an expression frequently used in the first five books 

of the Old Testament to describe Israel’s treacherous 

departure from God. You see, Joshua had made it clear 

that while God had given them the city ( 6:16 ) everything 

in it was devoted to God for His disposition. Look at  

( 6:16-18 ) Do you see that word “ accursed,” or  

“ devoted,” well, the Hebrew term refers to the 

irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lord, 

often by totally destroying them. ( 6:21 ) My .... Jericho 

was the first city of Canaan to fall, and the spoil was the 

first-fruits of this conquest and by law the first-fruits 

belong to God. ( Lev 23:10 Prov 3:9 ) 

 

Do you see what Achan did ? He robbed God and 

appropriated what was Gods. It was a breach of trust, a 

breach of the covenant. These things didn’t belong to 

Achan, or even to Israel, they belonged to God. 

Disobedience. Could it be that this is this the cause of 

your failure ? My ….. are you putting your hand on 

something that belongs to God ? Basically, Achan was 

caught up in the web of materialism, a problem that also 

faces us in this century. You see we live in a world 

saturated with things, and while it is not wrong to own 

things, it is wrong for things to own us. Is that where you 

are ? Are you being controlled by things ? Money, 

business, materialism ? Are you being disobedient to 

Christ’s command ? “ But seek ye first the kingdom of 



 

 

God and his righteousness and all these things shall be 

added unto you.” ( Matt 6:33 ) (1)  
 

(2) DETECTED BY THE EYE OF GOD 

 

You see, sin never escapes the watchful eye of God. The 

Bible says “ All things are naked and opened unto the 

eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” ( Heb 4:13 ) Now 

when we speak of the eye of God we are using an 

anthropomorphism that is, a representation of God under a 

human form. Dr. Alan Cairns says, “ Thus while God as 

pure spirit has no bodily parts or passions the Bible 

speaks of His eyes, His ears, His hands etc. …. when the 

Bible attributes human characteristics to God, it speaks 

metaphorically to enable us to understand an otherwise 

abstract truth.” God’s eye detected sin in Israel’s camp  

( 7:11 ) Now Joshua was ignorant that Achan had taken 

the spoil ( 7:7 ) but the searching eye of God reached 

further than the most watchful oversight of the leader.  

Incidentally, what a picture of Joshua and the elders on 

their face before God because of this defeat. 

 

What a contrast to us today, where so often the reality of 

decline is denied, and folk refuse to recognise that the 

Lord is displeased. What missed Joshua, is marked by 

God. A seminary professor was counselling a couple who 

were having severe marital problems. After some 

discussion the husband said, “ We certainly don’t want 

the Lord to know about this.” Some years ago a pastor 

worked as a teacher in Lagos, Nigeria. One day he gave 

each of his pupils a piece of paper and asked them to draw 

a picture of what they thought the Lord looked like. 

Almost all the children conceived of God as a big, 

benevolent giant. One little girl however sketched on the 

page, a huge eye. When asked to explain its meaning she 

replied, “ Mummy says God is always watching us: He 

knows when we’re good, or when we steal another child’s 

pencil, His eye sees everything.” (2) You see before the 

eyes of God our, 

 

(a) LIVES ARE OPEN: 

 

Like an open book. No-one probably saw Achan carry the 

spoil to his tent or dig the hole to hide it. His friends 

walked across that floor without suspicion of what was 

beneath their feet. Moreover, Achan held a place in his 

tribe as an honourable man but when the investigation 

began can you imagine the thoughts that started to race 

through Achan’s mind ? God’s approach was methodical. 

First He singled out the Tribe of Judah, then the Family of 

the Zerahites, then the Household of Zabdi, and finally the 

Culprit Achan. Perhaps the High Priest used the ephod to 

determine Gods direction ( 1 Sam 23:6 9 30:7-8 ) or 

Joshua and the High Priest may have cast lots.  

( Num 26:55 Acts 1:26 ) It must have been frightening for 

Achan and his immediate family to watch the accusing 

finger of God point closer and closer. “ And God knew all 

the time and I fancied I had covered it all so well.” Did 

you notice here that the trouble did not originate from an 

enemy on the outside but from within ?  My …. our worst 

enemy is within. You see, it was Satan in the garden, it 

was Judas among the twelve, and it was Achan in Israel. 

 

Ancient history records an interesting incident. The city of 

Troy held off the Greeks for several years. Finally, one 



 

 

day the Greeks seemingly gave up and sailed away 

leaving a huge wooden horse behind. The Trojans 

excitingly pulled the wooden horse within their gates, not 

realising that the wooden horse was full of Greek soldiers, 

who sprang out and captured the city. My …. all too often 

the trouble comes from within. The Risen Lord in writing 

to the seven churches in Asia Minor pointed out certain 

problems within those churches. Here the problem is with 

Achan in the camp of Israel. You see God sees our secret 

sins, our hidden sins. We cannot escape the all 

encompassing eye of our Heavenly Father no matter 

where we are or what we are doing. “ For mine eyes are 

upon all their ways: they are not hid from My face, 

neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.” ( Jer 16:17 ) 

Is this not the sobering truth that the Psalmist uttered time 

and again ? “ His eyes behold: His eyelids try, the 

children of men.” ( Ps 10:6-13 11:4 ) My .... have we 

grasped this ? The eye of God is ever upon us ? What does 

that mean for us ? Does it not mean that our living should 

be holy, our thinking should be pure, and our speech 

should be wholesome, (a) 

 

(b) SINS ARE ODIOUS: 

 

It seemed a light thing to Achan to covet, to steal, to hide 

but how loathsome his action appeared before the eyes of 

God. There are 3 principles that we need to grasp in 

relation to Achan’s sin. 

 

(1) GOD DOES NOT TREAT SIN LIGHTLY: 

 

God hates sin. God’s innate character is holiness. He says 

“ Be ye holy for I am holy.” ( 1 Pet 1:16 ) The only way 

we can have fellowship with God is in His holiness. 

Should holiness not be the watchword of every believer ? 

My …. there’s nothing nice about sin. It may dress itself 

up to be attractive, desirable and necessary, but its end is 

destruction. Now have you noted that at the beginning of a 

new era in Bible history, God sometimes revealed His 

wrath against sin in some dramatic way ? After the 

Tabernacle had been set up, Nadab and Abihu invaded its 

holy precincts contrary to God’s Law, and God killed 

them. This was a warning to the priests not to treat God’s 

sanctuary carelessly. ( Lev 10:4 ) When David sought to 

restore the ark to its place of honour, and Uzzah touched 

the ark to steady it, God killed Uzzah. ( 2 Sam 6:1-11 ) 

Another warning from God not to treat sacred things 

carelessly. At the beginning of the church age, when 

Ananias and Sapphira lied what happened ?  

 

Look if will at (Acts 5:1-11 ) Someone has said, “ Achan, 

at the beginning of Israel’ warfare for Canaan, and 

Ananias at the beginning of the Church’s conquest of the 

world, are brothers alike in guilt and doom.” The 

Amplified New Testament says, “ And with his wife’s 

knowledge and connivance he kept back and wrongly 

appropriated some of the proceeds taking a part only and 

putting it at the feet of the apostles.” Now there was 

nothing wrong in keeping part of the money for 

themselves if they so desired. Their “ sin,” lay in 

professing to give all the money from the sale of the land. 

This was pretence, deceit, hypocrisy and for this they 

were severely judged. (Acts 5: 5, 10-11 ) (1)  



 

 

My .... God is “ of purer eyes than to behold evil and 

canst not look on inquity.” ( Hab 1:13 ) And what seems 

to be a “ little thing,” a little deceit, indulgence, lie, what 

seems so little in our eyes is odious in the eyes of God. (1) 

 

(2) SIN TAKES A CERTAIN COURSE: 

 

Did you notice this in Achan’s confession ? ( 7:21) “ I 

saw .... then I coveted and took them and behold they are 

hid in the earth.” Notice the stages of sin. “ I saw, I 

coveted, I took, I hid.” Is this not the way it happens ? 

First we see it, then we want it, then we take it, and then 

we spend the rest of our lives trying to cover it up. Notice 

there was, 

 

(A) DISSATISFACTION: 

 

Achan says, “ I saw.” ( 7:21 ) The problem with Achan 

when he entered Jericho was that he had a dissatisfied 

heart. He wasn’t satisfied with God’s provision, the 

victory, the milk and honey etc. He wasn’t happy with 

what God had given him. Is this not the core of the trouble 

we have as Christians ? We are always looking for 

fulfilment outside of God’s will. He says, “ I saw.” You 

see, Satan works through the eye gate while God works 

through the ear. Have you ever noticed that ? “ And when 

the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes ….,” ( Gen 3:6 ) In the book of 

Samuel we read “ …. David arose from off his bed and 

walked upon the roof of the king’s house and from the 

roof he saw a woman washing herself and the woman was 

very beautiful to look upon.” ( 2 Sam 11:2 ) My …. Satan 

works through the eye gate, but God works through the 

ear. Paul says, “ So then faith cometh by hearing and 

hearing by the Word of God.” ( Rom 10:17 ) God works 

through the ear, Satan works through the eye. Achan says, 

“ I saw ….,” (A) 

 

(B) DESIRE: 

 

Next Achan said, “ I coveted,” ( 7:21 ) What Achan saw 

he liked and what he liked he decided the should have. 

Here we find selfish desire in action. Covetousness makes 

it impossible to be content with what we have. It robs us 

of joy. We must have more, which causes us to enjoy 

what we have less and less. 

 

(C) DECISION: 

 

He says, “ I took them,” ( 7:21 ) The garment and the gold 

were in his hands and he could no longer resist the 

powerful urge and he stole them. My …. what a thief sin 

is. It stole Achan’s character, it robbed God’s work, it 

brought distress to God’s people, it dishonoured God, it 

killed thirty six men and it halted the advance of God’s 

cause. (A) (B) (C) 

 

(D) DECEPTION: 

 

For he says, “ I hid,” ( 7:21 ) His possession became his 

burden. I mean he could not wear it, spend it or use it and 

so Achan hid the stuff in his tent, involving those who 

lived with him there. My …. he made the mistake we 



 

 

make. He thought his sin would never be found out. But 

the Bible says, “ Be sure your sin will find out.”  

( Num 32:23 ) You see, you can’t hide your sin. God will 

always find you out. (1) (2)  

  

(3) NONE OF US SINS UNTO HIMSELF: 

 

Achan had sinned but look at the verdict from heaven.  

“ Israel hath sinned ….,” ( 7:11 )  Now why would God 

blame the whole nation, for the disobedience of only one 

soldier ? Because Israel was regarded as a unit  by God. 

They were just an assortment of tribes, clans, families and 

individuals, but a nation. God was dealing with them as a 

corporate body through whom His purposes were to be 

fulfilled. ( Ex 19:5-6 Deut 23:14 ) Therefore, when one 

sinned the whole nation was held accountable. We have a 

clear parallel in the local church in the New Testament. 

Though we are many members we are the body of Christ.  

Is this not what Paul is getting at in ( 1 Cor 12:26 ) ?  

Look at it. Paul’s saying, what happens to one member 

affects the rest of the members. We have a vivid 

illustration of this in this very letter. ( 1 Cor 5:1, 6 ) You 

see, how we behave affects others. “ For no man can live 

to himself and no man can sin to himself.” (Rom 14:7) 

When one member of a local fellowship is guilty before 

God of sin, the verdict from heaven is “ My people have 

sinned.” 

 

You say, “ What I do outside of the church is nobody’s 

business.” That sounds all right, but it is all wrong. You 

see, if a venomous snake bites you on the finger, the 

poison from the bite will affect your whole body. 

My ….  have we grasp this lesson ? You cannot sin 

without affecting the rest of us. You cannot grow cold in 

your spiritual life without lowering the temperature of all 

around you. For the victory of this whole body of God’s 

people depends on your life personally. (1) (2) 

 

(3) DIRECTED BY THE EDICT OF GOD 

 

What was the edict or command of God ? Well, God said 

to Joshua twice “ Get thee up,” ( 7:10, 13 ) What strikes 

us about this, is the prompt action that God demanded.  

“ To-morrow,” ( 7:13 ) “ In the morning,” ( 7:14 ) You 

see there was to be no delay in dealing with sin, for the 

honour of Gods name and the welfare of Gods people was 

at stake. There is only way to deal with sin that brings 

defeats to God’s people and dishonour to God’s name and 

that is it to blot it out completely. That’s exactly what 

Joshua did. In ( 7:20-21 ) Sin was confessed and in  

( 7:25 ) the sinner was condemned. For us also in this age 

of grace there must be, 

 

(a) CONFESSION OF SIN: 

 

My …. the very presence of God is at stake. God says, 

“ neither will I be with you any more,” ( 7:12 ) That’s 

about as serious as it can get. I mean the presence of God 

is everything. How often our meetings are cold, dry, 

barren with no sense of the presence of the Lord. Is it 

because of unconfessed sin ? Perhaps you’re saying, “ But 

I’ve never be guilty of Achan’s sin.” Haven’t you ? Achan 

coveted and to covet is to desire for ourselves what the 

other man has got. To have a hungry longing for our 



 

 

neighbours land, house, car, and comfortable 

surroundings. “ Never guilty of Achan’s sin.” Haven’t  
you ? Remember Achan took that which belonged to the Lord. He stole the Lords 

portion. Have you never done that ? Paul makes it clear 

that “ Upon the first day of the week every one of us are to 

lay by us in store as God hath prospered us.”  

( 1 Cor 16:2 ) “ Never guilty of Achan’s sin.” Haven’t you 

? Have you ever touched the life of another child of God 

and marred it ? Has your influence on some person been 

so shattering that he will never be the same again ? This 

was Achan’s sin. “ I saw, I coveted I took, I hid ….,” 

Wesley Hunt in his book “ Sin in the Camp,” says  
 

Sin causes the loss of God’s presence and power. Sin 

shuts off the showers of God’s blessing. Sin stifles and 

strangles the abundant life promised in Jesus Christ. 

Sin paralyzes and immobilizes the life of the individual 

believer and of the local body. 

 

That’s why we have got to confess it. This is why we have 

to got to look into the face of our heavenly Joshua and 

said, “ Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God ….,” 

( 7:20 ) The Bible assures us “ If we confess our sins ….,” 

( 1 Jn 1:9 ) (a) 

 

(b) CRUCIFIXION OF SELF: 

 

Do you see what God says ? “ Neither will I be with you 

anymore, except ye destroy the accursed from among 

you.” ( 7:12 ) Judgment would have to be meted out then 

God could be with them again. The punishment was 

severe for Achan had reckoned with holiness of God. 

Achan whose name means “ troubler,” was buried in the 

Valley of Achor or the Valley of Troubling. Sin being 

dealt with God could now march with His people and give 

them victory. Paul speaks of a death in the New 

Testament which is not outward but inward. He says, 

“ Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 

earth fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil  

desires and covetousness which is idolatry.” In other 

words self must be crucified. Is this Gods Word to you 

this .... ? Are you living a life of defeat instead of victory ? 

Are you no longer conscious of God’s presence with  

you ? Is it because there is unconfessed sin in your life ? 

Then there must (a) (b)  

 

It’s interesting to notice that in ( Hosea 2:15 ) that God 

says of Israel “ And I will give her her vineyards from 

hence, and the Valley of Achor for a door of hope.” This 

valley will be a place where the Jews one day will have a 

new beginning and it will be no longer associated with 

shame and defeat. It will become for them a Door of Hope 

when they return to their land and share in the blessings of 

the Messianic kingdom. How wonderful the Lord is to 

take Achor, a place of sorrow and defeat and make it into 

a place of joy and hope. 

 

But let me turn in closing to a sobering thought. Achan 

took of the accursed thing and the whole congregation 

were involved in the sin. “ Israel hath sinned.” ( 7:11 ) 

Do you know something ? One bitter spirit can rob the 

gospel of its cutting edge on Sunday night ?  

( Eph 4:30-32 ) One mind that has become the cage of 

uncleanness and the power of the gospel on Sunday night 



 

 

can be jeopardised. Did you know that ? Paul teaches that 

the Holy Spirit of God is a sensitive Spirit. He says “ And 

grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” ( Eph 4:30 ) Then he 

lists some of the sins whereby the Holy Spirit is grieved. 

My .... let us take this to heart. If we are out of sorts 

spiritually, that makes an impact on our corporate 

testimony. Every time a man neglects his Bible and 

prayer, every time he allows his habits to go unchecked, 

every time he allows bitterness to enter his soul, every 

time he tells a lie, or lives a lie. Every time he sells his 

integrity to do something shady or underhand, he involves 

the whole fellowship and stops the blessing of God and 

grieves the Spirit of God. 

 

And we wonder why there is not revival in our land. 

We wonder why there is not a move of God. We 

wonder why souls are not being saved. This is why. 
The history of revival in the church is the story of 

Christian people putting things right that have been wrong 

and getting sorted out and getting straight with God and 

when they do the valley of Achor becomes a door of hope 

not only personally but corporately. When there is sin in 

the camp there cannot be blessing. Is it not time we took 

the words of the psalmist upon our hearts and prayed,  

“ Search me, O God and know my heart, try me and know 

my thoughts. And see if there be any wicked way in me 

and lead me in the way everlasting.” ( Ps 139:23-24 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


