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THE VICTORY OF FAITH 

 

Reading: Joshua 9:1-27 

 

11. THE STRATEGY OF THE ENEMY 

 

 

An anonymous wit reminds us that a dentist’s mistake is 

pulled out, a lawyer’s mistake is imprisoned, a teacher’s 

mistake is failed, a printer's mistake is corrected, a 

pharmacist’s mistake is buried, a postman’s mistake is 

forwarded: and an electrician’s mistake could be 

shocking. The novelist Joseph Conrad wrote, “ It’s only 

those who do nothing that make no mistakes.” In 

Joshua’s case however doing nothing was his mistake and 

this chapter explains what happened. It also tells how 

Joshua turned his mistake into victory. As he knelt at 

Valley Forge, George Washington was keenly aware that 

unless the Lord helped his bedraggled and discouraged 

army all was lost. During the Civil War in the U.S.A. 

Abraham Lincoln confessed to a friend that he was often 

driven to his knees to pray because he had nowhere else to 

go. Of a veteran missionary it was said that “ throughout 

his life his first step was always to pray, it was never his 

last resort.”  

 

Israel’s failure to consult the Lord was a major factor in 

her defeat at Ai, and now the prayerlessness of her leaders 

was about to precipitate another crisis. You see, what had 

happened was this. The people had just returned to camp 

at Gilgal after hearing the Word of God read to them from 

Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. They had affirmed their 

willingness to obey the Word of God. This was a time of 

spiritual victory, it was also a time for a subtle attack from 

Satan. You see, when God’s people think they have it 

made, they are most vulnerable to the enemy’s assault. 

Now you think for a moment of how carefully this war 

against the inhabitants of Canaan had been planned by 

Joshua and His Commander-in-chief. You see there were 

three major movements of Israel against the enemy and 

these three movements were known as Joshua’s three 

campaigns.  

 

(1) The Central Campaign: 

This was to secure a bridgehead for the Israelites in the 

centre of the Land from which to spread out ( Ch’s 6-9 ) 

 

(2) The Southern Campaign: 

This was to rout the nearest foes. ( Ch’s 9-10 ) 

 

(3) The Northern Campaign: 

This was to gain control of distant territory. ( Ch’s 11-12 ) 

 

Now this was a carefully planned campaign. The trouble 

with many of us believers is that we fail to apply divine 

strategy to daily living. Very seldom does the Christian 

apply himself to daily, disciplined action. The result ? We 

are completely out manoeuvred by Satan who if I may say 

so is master strategist. Now while Israel was at Mount 

Ebal and Mount Gerizim reaffirming their commitment to 

the Lord, the surrounding kings were having a summit 

meeting. They had heard about the defeat of the Jericho 



 

 

and Ai, and they realised that they would be next on 

Joshua’s hit, falling one at a time. Thus they come 

together to form an alliance to face the invaders. It was 

time for them to go on the offensive. However, the 

greatest danger facing Joshua and Israel was not the 

combined armies of Canaan, but a group of men who 

would come seeking peace. Here we have set before us 

the two fold strategy of Satan. He is depicted in the 

Scriptures both as a roaring lion and a subtle serpent. 
Sometimes Satan comes as a devouring lion ( 1 Pet 5:8 ) 

and sometimes comes as a deceiving serpent  

( 2 Cor 11:3 ) His assaults are so varied and that is why 

we need the whole armour of God. Do you know 

something ? The early church flourished under the 

persecution of Nero but succumbed to the flatteries of 

Constantine. Now this chapter is all about is all about The 

Strategy of the Enemy and there are three pictures here 

that I want you to notice. 

 

(1) THE ACTION OF THE ENEMY 

 

Did you notice the response of the of the enemy to Israel’s 

commitment and conquest ? You see, the book of Joshua 

is filled with memorials. Dr. David Jeremiah says, 

 

It seems that everywhere God leads His people, He wants 

there to places of remembrance along the way. The 

greatest memorial takes in ( 8:30-35 ) when the people 

came to a special place in the mounts of Ebal and 

Gerizim. 

 

You see, Israel were under orders from the Lord, through 

their leader Joshua. But these orders had been passed on 

from Moses, who had told the people, “ And it shall come 

to pass, when the Lord thy God hath brought thee in unto 

the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt 

put the blessing upon mount Gerizim and the curse upon 

mount Ebal …. for ye shall pass over Jordan to go in to 

possess the land which the Lord your God giveth you, and 

ye shall possess it and dwell therein. And ye shall observe 

to do all the statues and judgments which I set before you 

this day.” ( Deut 11:29,31-32 )  

 

Now in ( 8:30-35 ) these very words come to pass, for the 

people are at the exact place Moses said they would be to 

obey God and to listen to the law of the Lord. You see, 

this was a time of victory but now it’s followed by a time 

of hostility. Our blessings and our battles often go side by 

side. ( Matt 3:17-4:1 ) Now notice from ( 9:1-2 )  

 

(1) The Diversity of these Kings: 

 

You see, these frightened kings were grouped in three 

geographical areas. The hill country of central Palestine, 

the valleys or lowlands, and the costal plain stretching 

north to Lebanon.  

 

(2) The Activity of these Kings: 

 

“ They gathered themselves together to fight.” ( 9:2 ) Even 

though they had heard of the miraculous doings of God 

for His people they did not capitulate. You see, the Devil 

never accepts defeat or quits the field. Even though he 



 

 

was completely routed in his efforts to tempt the Lord 

Jesus he didn’t give up. The Bible says, “ He ( the devil ) 

departed from Him for a season.” ( Lk 4:13 ) Now if the 

Saviour knew the continual assaults of the Evil one should 

we expect anything less ?  

 

(3) The Unity of these Kings: 

 

“ With one accord,” ( 9:2 ) Now the city-states in Canaan 

were not always friendly with one another, but local rivals 

can often come together when they have a common 

enemy. Didn’t that happen when the Lord Jesus walked 

this earth ? His fearless proclamation of truth, and 

exposure of evil united Pharisees, Sadducees and 

Herodians against Him. ( Lk 23:12) Then toward the end 

of His ministry, the Bible says that Pontius Pilate and 

Herod, who were enemies, united together in their attempt 

to put the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. Anytime God’s 

people are on the scene it will always unite the forces of 

opposition.  The more aggressive God’s people become, 

and the more successful God's people become in their 

witness for the Lord, the more violent and the more united 

the opposition will become. The Bible predicts in (Ps 2 ) 

that in the end times the nations of the earth will take 

counsel together and they will organize together in united  

opposition to the coming king, the Savior, the Lord  

Jesus Christ.    

 

But my .... Israel’s greatest danger wasn’t the 

confederation of the armies of Canaan. It was a group of 

men from Gibeon who were about to enter the camp and 

deceive Joshua and the princes of Israel. Satan sometimes 

comes as a Devouring Lion ( 1 Pet 5:8 ) and then Satan 

sometimes comes as a Deceiving Serpent ( 2 Cor 11:3 )  

For in these opening verses in ( Ch 9 )  

 

(a) THE PICTURE OF THE ENEMY: 

 

Is very clear. In ( 9:1-2 ) A powerful coalition is set up  

but in ( 9:3 ) a sad story is made up. Now Gibeon was 

located only 25 miles from the camp of Israel at Gilgal 

and this city was on Joshua’s list to be destroyed.  

( 9:7 with Deut 7:1-11 ) So the “ inhabitants of Gibeon,” 

are designated “ Hivites,” in ( 9:7 ) Now who were the 

Hivites ? Well, back in ( Gen Ch 34 ) we learn that a man 

by the name of Shechem committed adultery with Dinah a 

daughter of Jacob. Shechem’s father, Hamor was a  

“ Hivite a prince of the country.” Now this incident 

naturally upset both Jacob and his sons. So through deceit 

they concocted a scheme to kill all the males, destroy the 

city and take the spoils. Centuries have now passed and 

now the descendants of the sons of Jacob, who had so 

wickedly tricked the Gibeonites are tricked by the 

Gibeonites themselves. We might call this “ poetic 

justice,” the Bible calls it “ reaping what you sow.” 

( Gal 6:7 ) Now have a look at the enemy as he is 

portrayed here. Note, 

 

(1) The Deceptive Appearance of the Enemy: 

 

Look if you will at ( 9:3-4 ) The Hebrew word “ wilily,” 

means “ craftiness or guile.” It must have been a sight to 

see them coming. You see what the Gibeonites did was 

this. They assembled a group of men and equipped them 



 

 

to look like an official delegation from a foreign city. 

Their clothing, food, and equipment were all designed to 

give the impression that they had been on a long and 

difficult journey from a distant city. They gave the 

appearance that they were something other than who they 

were. My …. deceitful appearance is a favorite tactic of 

Satan. He habitually tries to appear outwardly as 

something that he is not. He dresses up sin in apparel that 

makes it look acceptable. But Christ exhorts us to “ Judge 

not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 

judgment.” ( Jn 7:24 ) How easily we can be deceived by 

outward appearances. Samuel was rebuked by the Lord 

for judging only from the outward appearance when 

Samuel thought Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, was the one to 

succeed Saul as king. God said, “ Look not on his 

countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I 

have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for 

man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looketh on the heart.” (1 Sam 16:7 )  Paul condemned 

those who “ glory in appearance, and not in heart,”  

( 2 Cor 5:12 ) Satan often dresses up evil as good. He has 

“ false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into the apostles of Christ.” ( 2 Cor 11:13 )  

 

“ Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”  

( 2 Cor 11:14 ) The Gibeonites looked as if they were 

good people from a far country and they deceived the 

leaders of Israel into making a peace treaty with them. 

Isn’t it much easier to identify the lion when he’s roaring 

than to detect the serpent when he’s slithering into our 

lives. (1) 

 

(2) The Deceptive Language of the Enemy:  

 

Look if you will at ( 9:6 ) John Butler tells us they were 

guilty of several lies. First,  

 

1. They lied about their Country:  
They said, “ We be come from a far country . . . from a 

very far country thy servants are come,” ( 9:6,9 ) But they 

only lived about twenty odd miles away. 

 

 

2. They lied about their Commodities:  

They said, “ This our bread we took hot for our provision 

out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto 

you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is moldy, And these 

bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, 

they be rent,” ( 8:12-13 )  

 

3. They lied about their Clothes:  
They said, “ These our garments and our shoes are 

become old by reason of the very long journey,” ( 9:13 ) 

Do you ever men and women who complain they have 

nothing to wear when in fact their wardrobes are full of 

clothes ? Their complaint is to justify their buying more 

clothes which they do not need. 

 

4. They lied about their Consecration: 

They said, “ Thy servants are come because of the name 

of the LORD thy God,” ( 9:9) The Gibeonites would have 

Joshua believe that they had great reverence for Jehovah 

God when they indeed did not, but were idol worshipers. 

How often people feign piety in order to gain some 



 

 

advantage in this life. Some folk join a church to help 

their business. Ungodly politicians show up for church 

services especially during election time to try and garner 

the votes of the pious. My .... Satan is a liar and the father 

of lies ( Jn 8:44 ) and human nature is such that many 

people find it easier to tell lies than the truth. With tongue 

in cheek, the U.S.A, political leader Adlai Stevenson said, 

“A lie is an abomination to the Lord and a very present 

help in trouble.” You see, Satan knows how to use  

“ religious lies,” to give the impression that people are 

seeking to know the Lord.  In my own experience I’ve 

met people who introduced themselves as seekers, but the 

longer they talked, the more convinced was I that they 

were sneakers trying to get something out of me or the 

church. They would make their “ profession of faith,” and 

then start telling me their sad tale of woe hoping to break 

my heart and then pick my pocket. “ Religious liars.” 

 ( 2 Pet 2 Jude ) Now look again at ( 9:6 ) Now why did 

they say that ?  

 

Why this emphasis on being from a far country and this 

deceptive performance to prove it ? Well, apparently the 

Gibeonites were aware of the provisions made in the law 

of Moses permitting Israel to make peace with distant 

cities but requiring them to wipe out the cities of the 

nearby Canaanite nations. ( Deut 20:10-15 ) You see 

somehow the Gibeonites knew about this very law and 

decided to use it for their own protection. My .... the very 

enemy of our souls knows how to use the Word of God for 

his own purposes and that’s why we must keep alert.  

( Matt 4:5-7 ) Now look at the picture of the enemy here. 

You see, in stirring up the kings to fight with Israel Satan 

was coming as the Roaring Lion, but in moving the 

Gibeonites to deceive Israel Satan was coming as the 

Subtle Serpent. Do you remember how he appeared to our 

first parents ? Its Paul who tells that “ the serpent 

beguiled Eve through his subtilty.” ( 2 Cor 11:3 ) To our 

first parents he appeared as the Deceiving Serpent but in 

using Cain to murder righteous Abel he appeared as the 

Devouring Lion. ( Gen 4:8 ) Are you aware of the tactics 

of the Devil ? Are you conscious of the different methods 

Satan uses in seeking to defeat us ? Do you know that 

when one method fails he always has another in reserve ? 

(a) But notice, 

 

(b) THE PURPOSE OF THE ENEMY: 

 

Why did these Gibeonites come to Joshua at Gilgal ? 

Well, look at ( 9:6 ) “ Make a treaty with us.” They 

wanted to lure Israel into a pact of protection. They sought 

an alliance with the people of God. Do you recall the 

same thing happened in Ezra’s day ? When Zerubbabel 

was building the temple the adversaries of Gods people 

came and said, “ Let us build with you for we seek your 

God as ye do.” ( Ezra 4:2 ) And now here were Israel’s 

enemies whom God had commanded to be destroyed  

( Deut 20:10 ) standing in the midst of Israel’s camp 

seeking an alliance with the people of God. For the first 

time in the record of Israel that stood that day on holy 

ground at Gilgal a company of people who were indeed 

Israel’s enemies. You see, their purpose is seen more 

clearly when you notice where all this took place. ( 9:6 ) 

Now remember Gilgal was a very significant place. 



 

 

Do you recall that it was at Gilgal that God commanded 

the ritual of circumcision ? ( 5:2 ) Now God gave 

circumcision as the sign of the Covenant to Abraham and 

his descendants. ( Gen 17:9-14 ) Now other nations in that 

day practised circumcision but the ritual didn’t carry with 

it the spiritual meaning that it did for the Jews. You see 

through this ritual the Jews became a “ a marked people,” 

because they belonged to the true and living God. The 

mark of the covenant reminded them that their bodies 

belonged to God and were not to be used for sinful 

purposes. You see, Israel was surrounded by nations that 

worshipped idols and included in their worship, rituals 

that were sensual and degrading. But the mark of the 

covenant reminded the Jews that they were a separated 

people, a special people, a holy nation. ( Ex 19:5-6 ) My 

…. it was this very distinctiveness, this separateness that 

the enemy sought to destroy at Gilgal, “ Make a league 

with us, enter into union with us.” ( 9:6 )  

 

My .... does this not unmask Satan’s purposes in relation 

to us ? The Devil is out to destroy our distinctiveness, our 

separateness. So what does he do ? He suggests to us 

possible alliances that appear to be very trifling. What 

Pharaoh said to Moses the Devil says to us, “ Don’t go 

very far away.” ( Ex 8:28 ) Have you ever heard him talk 

like that ? Has he ever whispered in your ear, “ Don’t be 

fanatical, avoid extremes, be sane and sensible in your 

Christian life, beware of becoming too narrow-minded. 

Sure, you can become a believer bit don’t deny yourself 

the odd drink, or dance or disco. There are so many 

Christians who do that and see no harm it, don’t be so 

peculiar.” Have you ever him heard talk like that through 

other believers ? Take a look at church history. In the 

early days the church was persecuted, but it continued to 

grow. Satan wanted to wipe out the church, but the blood 

of the martyrs became the seed of the church. After his 

attempts to destroy the church through force, what did 

Satan do ? He used seduction. The Emperor Constantine 

performed a wedding between the church and the Holy 

Roman Empire. He brought pagan festivals into the 

church calendar. There was so much of the world in the 

church and so much of the church in the world you 

couldn’t tell them apart. The church was weakened 

because of seduction. My …. have we failed to recognise 

that Satan is out to steal our affection, to lower our 

standards, and to cause us to compromise ? What’s the 

Lords intention for my life ? To be increasingly like the 

Lord Jesus. ( Rom 8:29 ) What’s the Devils intention for 

my life ? To be increasingly like the world ( 9: 6)  

H. Bonar said, “ I looked for the church I found it in the 

world: I looked for the world and I found it in the 

church.” (a) (b) But notice again in these opening verses 

we see, 

 

(c) THE POWER OF THE ENEMY: 

 

Look if you will at ( 9:3 ) Now Gibeon was one of 

Canaan’s royal cities, a town of the Hivites and was 

known by its neighbours as a great city of “ mighty men,” 

a greater city than Ai ( 10:1-2 ) Here was a city of  

“ mighty men,” yet they were afraid. Why ? Because 

Israel now in a right relationship with God were going 

forward clothed in the power of God. ( 5:14 ) (c)  Do you 

recall Paul’s words in ( Eph 6:12 ) ? “ For we wrestle not 



 

 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world 

against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  

( Eph 6:12 ) My.... Satan is not a solitary enemy. He is 

supported by a whole hierarchy of evil beings who 

acknowledge the devil as their king. ( Rev 12:4 ) 

My .... don’t underestimate the power of the enemy. His 

power is great, too great for us. And that’s why we need 

to go forward depending on our Commander-in-chief and 

clothed with the armour of God. Well here is picture 

number one (1) 

 

(2) THE REACTION OF THE NATION 

 

You see, Joshua and his men were taken in completely. 

They were betrayed into making a covenant, and breaking 

the express command of God. ( Deut 7:1-2 ) Now initially 

Israel, 

 

(a) REACTED RELUCTANTLY: 

 

There was unease, there were doubts, Joshua and the men 

of Israel were not convinced. Notice from ( 9:7-8 ) that 

they were suspicious. They felt somehow that this was an 

odd situation, they could not describe it, they could not 

pin it down but there was something not right about it 

They recognised that if they were of the inhabitants of the 

land there could be no possibility of a treaty, because it 

was expressly forbidden by the Word of God. Joshua said, 

“ Who are ye ? and from whence come ye ?” ( 9:8 ) 

Joshua is not happy about it, but they allowed their 

suspicions to be lulled. They had listened to plausible 

words and accepted their deceit. Now there is something 

very interesting and very significant here. Obviously they 

sensed something odd, a gentle intimation from the Lord 

had made them cautious, but they brushed aside that 

gentle intimation and chose to believe their eyes and their 

senses rather than this check on their spirits. Do you what 

I am speaking about ? Have you learnt to respect those 

checks on your spirit and wait until the position becomes 

clear ? It’s obvious that this whole matter went ahead 

very quickly. Three days later they discovered their 

mistake. If only they had suspended judgment. If only 

they had given the matter some thought. If only they had 

said “ We’ll wait a day or two until we can see this 

clearly.” 

 

My .... how important it is to respect those little checks in 

our spirit from the Spirit of God. How needful to establish 

a relationship with the Lord in which we recognise how 

He speaks to us. The Saviour said, “ My sheep hear my 

voice and I know them and they follow me.”( Jn 10:27 ) 

Well do we ?  I have known occasions in my own 

experience when a certain course of action has been put 

before me, and from a human point of view and from a 

spiritual point of view it seemed to be a right and proper 

thing to do, yet somehow, there has been check in my 

spirit as if something were saying, “ Don’t.” Do you 

know what I mean ? Have you learned to listen to that 

voice ? Have you learned to respect that check ? My .... 

even if one is misunderstood, it does not matter, because 

it’s more important to do God’s will than anything else. 

(a) But notice from ( 9:14 ) That they, 

 



 

 

(a) REACTED NATURALLY: 

 

“ The men took of their victuals,” ( 9:14 )  The men 

accepted them because of their provisions. That is, they 

examined their provisions and said this is in keeping with 

having journeyed a long distance. In other words, they 

walked by sight and relied upon the testimony of their 

senses. My .... here was a clear case for discerning the 

mind of the Lord through the High Priest.  

( Num 27:15-23 ) And if they had taken the trouble to do 

that, the whole matter would have been exposed. Do you 

know something ? With the best will in the world we are 

slow to learn from our mistakes. It has been said “ the one 

thing that men do not learn from history is they do not 

learn.”  

 

(1) Look at Joshua: 

I mean when did this happen ? Immediately after Ai ? The 

same mistake he made concerning Ai, he makes again 

concerning the Gibeonites. “ He asked not counsel at the 

mouth of the Lord.” ( 9:14 ) How often we make the same 

mistake twice. 

 

(2) Look at Abraham: 

On two occasions’s Abraham was guilty of the same 

thing. He told a lie concerning Sarah. ( Gen 12:10 20:1-2 ) 

How often we make the same mistake twice. 

 

(3) Look at Peter: 

It was cowardice that led him to deny Christ  

( Mk 14:71-72 ) and it was cowardice that led him to 

separate from his brethren at Antioch, “ fearing them 

which were of the circumcision.” ( Gal 2:12 ) How often 

we make the same mistake twice. They acted naturally. 

Are you doing the same thing ? Are you walking by sight 

instead of by faith ? How many a believer has entered into 

a wrong alliance in business, in marriage, in some other 

union and they have found themselves tied to a Gibeonite 

for the rest of their lives. Why ? Because they acted 

naturally. (a) (b) But they, 

 

(c) REACTED INDEPENDENTLY: 

 

“ And asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord.” 

( 9:14 ) This was the crux of the whole matter. Israel 

failed to seek the Lord. They relied on their own 

judgment. They acted independently. “ Oh what peace we 

often forfeit ….,” What point this gives to the divine 

injunction, “ He that believeth shall not make haste.” 

(Is 28:16 ) Did Joshua think this matter to trivial to bring 

to the Lord ? Whatever one thing is sure, it’s this. Never, 

never, never, trust your own judgment in anything. “ 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not unto 

thine understanding, in all thy ways acknowledge him and 

he shall direct thy paths.” ( Prov 3:5-6 ) Our 

understanding could well be an unsafe guide. The way 

that seems so right might not be God’s way. My …. don’t 

allow yourself to be rushed into taking decisions. Wait on 

the Lord. Allow the Word of God to guide you and the 

peace of God to guard you. (a) (b) (c)  

 

(d) REACTED SOLEMNLY: 

 



 

 

Have you ever been duped ? It’s an awful feeling to know 

you’ve been had. That you really believed in something 

and entered into your decision in good faith only to be 

find out you’ve been taken in. I mean look at ( 9:15 ) 

Instead of making the Gibeonites a conditional promise, 

the princes solemnly ratified the agreement with an oath. 

You see, they brought God into the picture. This made the 

alliance binding. If they had broken their oath, they would 

have compounded their sin, by bringing contempt upon 

the name of the Lord, and judgment upon themselves. 

( 9:19-20 ) Two wrongs never make a right. It only took 

them three days to realise they had make a mistake but it 

took them a lifetime to live with it. You see, wrong 

actions always have consequences. The mistakes we make 

always have their ramifications. You can make a mistake 

as a believer and the Lord will forgive you when you ask 

him to do. But that does not necessarily mean the 

consequences of that mistake will be removed. 

 

Maybe you’re saying, “ Well I have made my mistake. I 

have made an alliance in business, a union in marriage 

and I have suffered the consequences now its too late  

for me.” My .... that’s the devils lie, that’s Satan’s most 

subtle form of attack. Get the Christian to make a blunder 

and then whisper in his ear, “ I’ve got you tied, you’re 

married to a Gibeonite for the rest of your life.” I am so 

thankful this story brings before us a third picture. (1) (2) 

 

(3) THE COUNTERACTION OF THE LORD 

 

Sure Joshua had trusted in his own wisdom. He had made 

a mistake. He had entered into a covenant that could not 

be broken, but the Lord overruled his mistakes. God in 

His wondrous way turned the curse into a blessing. You 

see, 

 

(a) GOD OVERRULED FOR HIS GLORY: 

 

In three days the whole evil plan of the Gibeonites was 

brought to light. ( 9:16 ) Israel were angry but could not 

touch them. We wonder what decisions the common 

people would have made had they been in the place of 

their leaders ? You see, its easy to criticise after the fact I 

So what did Israel do ? Look at ( 9:21 ) They were saying 

we are going to let them chop our wood and carry our 

water. Make wood choppers and water boys out of them. 

Hauling water and fuel, for the service of the Tabernacle. 

You see (a) How do we know ? Because we notice here 

that, 

 

1. GOD’S WISDOM STANDS OUT: 

 

The tasks assigned to the Gibeonites were of such a nature 

as to reduce Israel’s contact with these people to a 

minimum. And this lessened the possibility of corruption 

from their evil practices, ( Deut 20:18 ) But do you see 

here how: 

 

2. GOD’S GRACE SHINES OUT: 

 

For this deception of the Gibeonites brought them into 

contact with true religion. In later years the Gibeonites 

were called The Nethinim, “ the given ones,” given to 

assist the priests and they laboured as servants in the 



 

 

Temple. ( 1 Chron 9:2 Ezra 2:43 58 Neh 3:26 7:60 ) It’s 

likely that their service in the Tabernacle, and later in the 

Temple, influenced them to abandon their idols and 

worship the God of Israel. The fact that over five hundred 

Nethinim returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian 

Captivity ( Ezra 2:43-58 8:20 ) suggests that they were 

devoted to the Lord and His House. My …. the grace of 

God turned around a drastic error and those who had been 

the enemies of God now became His servants. 

 

Who is a pardoning God like Thee 

Or who has grace so rich and free 

 

(b) GOD OVERULED FOR THEIR GOOD: 

 

For being released from these tasks the Israelites were 

more free to prosecute the warfare against the Canaanites. 

Do you know something ? God frequently allows the 

result of our compromises to run their natural course but 

He wishes them to serve our spiritual development. You 

see, there was no question of Israel breaking their alliance 

with Gibeon. ( 9:20 2 Sam 21:1-2 ) And my …. if you 

have made a mistake and you find yourself in difficulty 

you cannot make that an excuse for breaking your word 

for the Christian is a person of integrity. Have you entered 

into a wrong alliance in business, in some other union, 

 in marriage ? Do you find yourself tied to a Gibeonite for 

the rest of your life ? What are you to do ? You are to 

make that mistake work for you. Let it drive you closer to 

the Lord. Let God that mistake and use it as a nail to drive 

that old flesh of yours daily to the to the cross of the Lord 

Jesus. 

I mean look at what Paul says in ( 1 Cor 7:12-16) You 

see, you cannot break that alliance. But you have to seek 

God’s forgiveness and do you know something ? The 

Lord will cause the Gibeonite to whom you’re married to 

be the very means of bringing you to the Lord in prayer. 

He will use your compromise to serve you spiritual 

development. Did you know that John Wesley had a 

difficult marriage ? One day some friends were coming to 

see John Wesley. They knocked on the door of his house 

and heard the worst commotion you ever heard. John 

Wesley was not that big and when they looked into the 

house they saw that his wife had him by the hair and was 

dragging him across the living room floor. She would sit 

out there in the congre4gation while John Wesley was 

preaching and makes faces at him.  

 

But God took that mistake and used it to draw John 

Wesley closer to the Lord. The Lord used it to help John 

Wesley crucify the old flesh. Have you made a mistake ? 

Tell me, have you entered into an alliance with a modern 

day Gibeonite, only to discover later the gravity of your 

error ? Are you battling every day with the decision you 

have made ? You got into a business alliance and you 

can’t get out of it. It’s eating you alive everyday.  

 

My …. will you let the Lord use that in your life to draw 

you closer to Him ? Oh the amazing providence of God 

that takes us with all our mistakes, defeats, and sins, and 

overrules them all to His glory and our good. What a God 

we have. A God, who can bring triumph out of tragedy 

and joy out of sorrow. Trust Him. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


