
 

 

                       Place: Lurgan Baptist 1:3:2011 

 

Reading: Joshua 17:11-18 

 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH 

 

13. WHY WE FAIL TO GROW  

 

 

Billy Sunday used to say, “ If we Christians were as 

weak physically as we are spiritually, we would all need 

crutches.” The colourful baseball player turned evangelist 

was saying that if you’re not growing spiritually, you 

ought to be worried. Growth is the normal and natural 

result of life, and if there isn’t growth, that life is in 

jeopardy. Now we’re not surprised when we grow 

physically we expect that. If, by chance, growth does not 

occur, we immediately know that something is wrong and 

attempt to uncover the problem. And yet in the spiritual 

realm we often look upon Christians who have grown and 

are growing as extraordinary specimens of Christianity. 

Yet surely we have no right to call ourselves normal until 

spiritual growth becomes as natural as physical growth. 

Do you recall that the apostle John prayed that his friend 

Gaius would “ prosper and be in health even as thy soul 

prospereth.” ( 3 John 2 ) Would you want someone to 

pray the same thing for you ?  

 

My .... if our physical and financial prosperity were 

determined by our spiritual prosperity, we would be 

probably be crippled and bankrupt. Now if growth is the 

normal consequence of life, then where is the problem ? 

Well, just as there are enemies to physical growth, there 

are also enemies to spiritual growth. Our spiritual 

development is never unopposed. We do not simply drift 

into maturity. To grow we must swim upstream against 

the stubborn currents that try to hold us back. Tell me, are 

you growing spiritually ? Has there been some progress, 

but is it pitifully small ? Almost microscopic ? What is the 

problem ? Well, the answer is the subject of our study this 

.... why we fail to grown. Now with the main conquering 

of Canaan completed the work of Joshua changes a lot. 

No longer is he involved in military ventures, now he is 

involved in the administration of Israel. He changes from 

being a general to being a governor. He oversees the 

division of the land to the various tribes, encouraging 

them to go in and possess their possessions. Remember 

that the book of Joshua falls into three main sections. 

 

1. Entering the Land: ( 1:1-5:12 ) 

2. Conquering the Land: ( 5:13-12:24 ) 

3. Possessing the Land: ( 13:1-24:33 ) 

 

You see, the individual tribes had to be assigned their 

various territories and each tribe had to clean out pockets 

of resistance that still existed in the land though it was 

basically in Israel’s control. The work of a nation as a 

nation was over, but the work of each tribe had now to 

begin. If you come back to ( Ch 13 ) you’ll notice, 

 

1. THE ASSESSMENT: 

 

Look at ( 13:1 ) The description of the land that remained 

to be possessed is then recorded in the next five verses of  



 

 

( Ch 13 ) Various parts of Canaan are listed from south to 

north which included the land of the Philistines and other 

land all the way up to Mount Hermon. “ There remaineth 

yet very much land to be possessed.” This was not a 

rebuke to Joshua for his achievements were great, but he 

must press on to more achievements. I wonder, have you 

become complacent in your Christian life ? Do you feel 

that you’ve done much for the Lord ? My … “ There 

remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.” There is 

still more to be learned from the Word. There is still room 

for growth. There is still more we can do for the cause of 

Christ. 1. 

 

2. THE ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 

For the Lord gave Joshua another promise assuring him of 

God’s help. Look if you will at ( 13:6 ) Notice,  

 

(a) The Timing of this Announcement: 

 

For it comes between ( 13:1 ) and ( 13:7 ) In ( 13:1 ) the 

Lord said, “ There remaineth yet very much land to be 

possessed.” In ( 13:7 ) the Lord said, “ Divide this land 

for an inheritance unto the nine tribes and the half tribe of 

Manasseh.” Do you see the timing of this promise ? With 

the circumstances looking discouraging, more land to be 

possessed and the challenge to divide the land looking 

difficult, Joshua needed encouragement. My …. 

circumstances may look depressive and the commands 

may seem difficult but when we ponder the promises of 

God given in His Word, the circumstances do not look so 

bad and the commands do not look so impossible. (a) 

(b) The Truth of this Announcement: 

 

For when the Lord said He would drive them out, that was 

conditional on His people’s obedience. As A.W. Pink says 

“ Canaan was given to them as a free gift from God, 

nevertheless it had to be conquered by them.” 1, 2, 

 

3. THE ARRANGEMENT: 

 

Look if you will at ( 13:6-8 ) Joshua was to divide the 

land for the nine and half tribes that were to settle on the 

west side of Jordan in the land of Canaan. Now how was 

he to divide this land ? By lot. ( 13:6 ) Now the practice of 

the lot back then was not the same as we associate with 

gambling today. This was altogether different and it 

determined the will of the Lord. The Bible says, “ The lot 

is cast into the lap but the whole disposing thereof is of 

the Lord.” ( Prov 16:3 ) My …. dividing the land by lot 

meant that it was not done by Joshua’s will but by God’s 

will. While the casting of the lot was done by Joshua and 

Eleazar the High Priest ( Num 34:17 ) the determining of 

the lot was controlled by God. My …. the Lord still gives 

out gifts today sovereignly as He pleases. ( Eph 4:7 ) And 

we are not to fuss over the size of our allotment but to 

develop what God has given to us. Now in ( Ch’s 15-19 ) 

there is brought before us the inheritances of the nine and 

a half tribes. Here is a summary of them. 

 

Judah: ( 15:1-63 ) 

Ephraim: ( 16:4-10 ) 

Manasseh: ( 17:1-13 ) 

Benjamin: ( 18:11-28 ) 



 

 

Simeon: ( 19:1-9 ) 

Zebulon: ( 19:10-16 ) 

Issachar: ( 19:17-23 ) 

Asher: ( 19:24-31 ) 

Naphtali: ( 19:32-39 ) 

Dan: ( 19:40-48 ) 

 

Now there was one tribe that was not happy with their 

allotment, and so they come to Joshua and complain. 

Joshua ( Ch 17 ) contains their story. You see the people 

have entered the land, and according to Gods instructions, 

Joshua is dividing it among the people ( 14:2 ) But in  

( 17:14 ) we have a complaint from some of the tribes. 

Look at ( 17:14 ) Now this complaint was unjustified. The 

children of Joseph which comprised the two tribes of 

Manasseh and Ephraim complained that they had only 

been given “ but one lot.” That was not the facts at all. 

The children of Joseph had been given three lots. 

Manasseh had a lot on the east of Jordan ( 1:12 ) an 

another on the west of Jordan ( 17:1-13 ) and Ephraim had 

a lot on the west of Jordan. ( 16:4-10 ) Those who unjustly 

ask for more always discount what they already have. But 

do you see that last phrase in the verse ? We could 

translate it like this, “ Since I am a numerous people 

whom the Lord has thus far blessed ?” Now notice that 

significant phrase, “ hitherto or thus far.”  

 

They are saying that in the past God has been good to 

them, up to this point the Lord has blessed them. But the 

phrase implies some doubt among God’s blessing from 

here on. It sounds like some of us doesn’t it ? “ The Lord 

used to bless me, but something's happened. For a while 

everything was going just great but now ….,” Well, why 

do we fail to grow ? Well I believe this passage and some 

others in Joshua throws some light on this question. I want 

to say that we fail to grow when we, 

 

(1) EXERCISE PARTIAL CONQUEST 

 

There’s a telling statement in ( 17:12-13 ) Look at those 

verses. Now don’t miss this point: although Israel had 

conquered the land, many of the Canaanites, the enemy if 

you please still lived there. Look at what it says in  

( 16:10 ) And over in Judges ( Ch 1 ) we discover an 

important clue concerning their problem. Look at  

( Judges 1:27- 33  ) Did you notice that time and again the 

Lord keeps pounding out the message ? “ They did not 

drive them out.” Now before Israel had entered the land, 

God specified in no uncertain terms that all the inhabitants 

of the land were to be driven out completely, not a single 

Canaanite was to be left. Do you recall God’s Word to 

them ? “ And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them 

before thee, thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy 

them, thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor show 

mercy unto them. Neither shalt thou make marriages with 

them thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his 

daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn 

away thy son, from following me that they may serve other 

gods.”  (Deut 7:2-4 ) Now the land teemed with both 

natives and newcomers. No wonder they complained of 

crowded conditions. ( 17:16 )  

 

Suppose you meet me on the street and ask how I am.  



 

 

“ Not so well,” I answer. “ We need a larger house. There 

are only four of us, but we are crowded.” “ I can help  

you,” you say. “ There’s a twelve-room house for sale real 

cheap. A family of seven has lived there but they are 

wanting to move.” “ Thank’s I will look into it.” Off I go 

and buy the house and move my wife and my two children 

into the twelve rooms. A few days later you meet me 

again on the street and ask how I am. “ Not so well,” I 

answer. “ We need a larger house.” “ A larger house ? 

But there are only four of you in that twelve-room castle. 

How could you be crowded ?” Well, the former owners 

seven of them, you know are still living there, and its 

pretty crowded.” Now it would not require a genius to 

solve my problem. Move out the former owners. But what 

right do I have to complain about crowded conditions 

when I am not using the room I have ? Now this was 

exactly the case with the complaining tribes. Look at this 

incident and notice the following facts. 

 

(1) This passage refers to the military energies not of the 

whole nation but of two tribes Ephraim and Manasseh.  

(2) These people complained that because they were a 

great people their portion was not in keeping with their 

importance.  

(3) Joshua told them if they wanted more room they had to 

take it from their enemies. ( 17:15 )  

(4) They replied that their enemies had “ chariots of 

iron.” 

(5) Joshua told them that if they wanted this territory they 

must drive out their foes. ( 17:18 )  

 

You see they had plenty of room, indeed Ephraim and 

Manasseh had a large portion right in the middle of the 

land, but it was occupied by the enemy. My ….. it’s 

foolish to ask God to give you more blessings when you 

have not lived out the blessings you already have. No use 

asking God for additional truth when you have not obeyed 

what you already know. A preacher was ministering at a 

pastor’s conference when he suddenly stopped and closed 

his Bible with this exclamation, “ That’s enough 

preaching. You know more now than you're living up to.” 

Can you imagine that happening at our Missionary 

Convention ? The preacher stopping and saying, “ That’s 

enough preaching. You know more now than you’re living 

up to.” But isn’t it so true ? Are you and I living up to our 

capacity ? Look around, have you allowed some 

Canaanites to remain in your life ? God told you to drive 

out every one, but there were two of three that you were 

especially fond of so you’ve allowed them to hang 

around. Of course, you’ve given them strict orders to 

behave themselves, and for the most part they’ve done so. 

But my ....  there can be no continuing growth as long as 

we tolerate the presence of a single Canaanite. Now it’s 

interesting to notice some of the reasons we keep 

Canaanites around. Perhaps it is, 

 

(a) A SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE: 

 

Look if will at ( 16:10 ) That is they “ became servants to 

do task work.” Now Ephraim could have driven out the 

Canaanites, but they did not choose to do so. They found 

it an easier task to let the enemy remain in their midst and 

to make what use they could of them for profit. But that 



 

 

was not what God had told them to do ( Deut 20:17-18 ) 

and such action is known as compromise. I tell you that 

when the church sets out to Spiritualise the world, we will 

soon find that the world will Secularise the church.  Is that 

not exactly what happened in Canaan ? The nations in the 

Land of Canaan became Thorns that afflicted Israel and 

Traps that ensnared Israel. You see, the Jews eventually 

became so accustomed to the sinful ways of their pagan 

neighbours that those ways didn’t seem sinful any more.  

( 2:11-13 ) Then they became interested in how their 

neighbours worshipped, until finally Israel started to live 

like their enemies and imitate their ways. The Thorns had 

become Traps. For believers to day, the first step away 

from the Lord is “ friendship with the world,” 

( James 4:4 ) which then leads to our “ being spotted by 

the world.” ( 1:27 ) The next step is to “ love the world,” 

( 1 Jn 2:15 ) and gradually become “ conformed to this 

world,” ( Rom 12:2 ) This can lead to being “ condemned 

with the world,” ( 1 Cor 11:32 ) the kind of judgement that 

came to Lot ( Gen Ch 19 ) Samson ( Jud Ch 16 ) and Saul 

( Ch 15, 31 )  

 

My .... have the thorns become traps in your life 

personally ? Things that you have allowed to remain in 

your life are now bringing you into bondage. Several 

years ago I used to preach quite a lot in different Nurses 

Fellowships around the country. Indeed I think it was in 

one of those fellowships that I met Catherine for the first 

time. But in that fellowship in Banbridge, Catherine had a 

close friend. She was a sound Christian, had been baptised 

and belonged to one of the Brethren assembles in the 

community. She was also the leader of the Nurses 

fellowship. We had some good times together. Then a very 

nice young man started to take an interest in her, nice but 

not saved. The alarm bells started ringing in my head. I 

spoke to her about it, and I'll never forget her reply,  

“ Denis, you have no call to worry, this is purely platonic, 

its harmless.” But that little thorn grew, until it  

entrapped her. She married that guy, and today she is 

nowhere spiritually.  My .... the thorns so easily become 

traps personally and corporately. ( 23:13 )  You see, 

compromise never pays it always costs. (a) 

 

It pays to serve Jesus, it pays every day 

It pays every step of the way 

Through the pathway to glory may sometimes be dear 

You’ll be happy each step of the way 

 

(b) A SPIRIT OF COMPLACENCY: 

 

Did you notice that when the tribes allowed the 

Canaanites to stay, they put them to forced labour ?  

( 16:10 ) That means they made slaves of them. Sure, they 

had been the enemy but now they were slaves and under 

control. Who says the Bible isn’t up to date ? Have you 

not heard professing Christians saying, “ Yes, I know its 

not altogether right, but I can handle it. It’ a problem, but 

I’ve learned to control it.” Have you ever heard someone 

say that about his social drinking or occasional smoking 

or lustful habit ? “ Oh, I can take it or leave it,” Well, 

what’s so great about that ? That’s all anyone can do, take 

it or leave it. People who say that usually take it. The truth 

is, the Israelites could not handle it. The Canaanites 



 

 

refused to be slaves. ( 17:16 ) And if the Israelites could 

not do it, neither can we. (a) (b) 

 

(c) A SPIRIT OF COWARDICE: 

 

You see, Joshua had told the people that if they wanted 

more room, they should go up to the forest and clear the 

land. Do you see their reply ? Look at ( 17:16 ) There’s 

the real reason. First they said that the hill country was not 

big enough, but actually they were afraid of the armed 

Canaanites. But I though the Canaanites had been put to 

forced labour. I thought they were slaves and under 

control. If so, then those are the strangest slaves I’ve ever 

heard of. It seems that during a heavy battle, a captain 

commanded his lieutenant to pull back to a certain 

position. The lieutenant replied, “ I can’t Sir.” “ Why  

not ?” the captain asked. “ I’ve taken a prisoner, Sir.” 

“ Bring him with you.” “ He won’t come, Sir.” “ Well, 

leave him and come yourself.” “ He won’t let me, Sir.” 

Do you know something ? One of the reason’s we don’t 

try to drive out the Canaanites these pet sins and hidden 

habits, is that we’re afraid we can’t. We avoid a direct 

confrontation. Isn’t it much more comfortable living with 

the illusion that we can drive them out at any time ? You 

say, you can quit that habit at any time you want to. Why 

don’t you then ? Is it possible that you’re the real slave ? 

Why do we keep these the Canaanites around ? 

 (a) (b) (c) and, 

 

(d) A SPIRIT OF COVETOUSNESS: 

 

Look if will at ( 16:10 ) “ But the Canaanites dwell 

among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under 

tribute.” That is they are required to do forced labour. Its 

the same idea in ( 17:13 ) Why drive them all out ? They 

make good workers and cheap labour. It could be very 

advantageous to keep a few of them around. Now this is 

interesting because it indicates that financial gain was 

apparently more important to them than obedience to the 

known will of God. How does this apply to us ? Well, 

here’s a businessman who realises that its the Lord who 

gives him the power to gain wealth. ( Deut 8:18 ) That it 

is actually God’s business so he decides to operate on 

Christian principles. But in case God does not come 

through he keeps a Canaanite of worldly business tactics 

in the back room. Or perhaps a teenager commits himself 

to Christ and wants Him to occupy first place in every 

area of his life. 

 

But it may be that being a Christian won’t bring him 

everything he wants in popularity or pleasure, and so on 

occasions he resorts to a Canaanite of doubtful behaviour. 

Perhaps a pastor has decided that the gimmicks and 

gadgets he uses to attract people to his church aren’t 

Christ-honouring. From now on his ministry will be 

conducted solely on the principles the Holy Sprit 

approves. But the immediate visible results he had hoped 

for don’t come. He was afraid that might happen and kept 

one or two of the old Canaanite gimmicks around. They 

will build up the attendance in no time at all. Now let me 

ask you. Are you living up to your capacity ? Whe do we 

fail to grow ? (1) But here’s something else. We fail to 

grow when we, 



 

 

(2) EXPECT PREFERENTIAL CONSIDERATION 

 

Joshua had a problem with the children of Joseph.  

That is Ephraim and Manasseh, who complained because 

the Lord didn’t give them room. ( 17:14-18 ) Now 

Manasseh was the firstborn of Joseph: and wasn’t Joshua 

from the tribe of Ephraim ? ( Num 13:8 ) Surely they 

deserved special treatment I mean you couldn’t expect 

someone as great as they were to live by the same rules as 

everyone else. It was the V.I.P. treatment for them. Isn’t it 

amazing how many believers feel this way ? They know 

the law’s governing growth and spirituality, faithful Bible 

study and prayer, up to date confession of sin, diligent 

obedience to the Word of God, God’s glory desired in all 

things. And yet they expect Gods blessing without them. 

As far as they’re concerned they have been lifted above 

the disciplines of discipleship. Do you feel like that ?  

I have spoken with Christians who have lost the joy of 

their salvation and wanted to recover it, but refused to 

submit themselves to those disciplines. Some of them are 

searching for an “ experience,” that would catapult them 

effortlessly back into a right relationship with God. Now 

our passage reveals three factors that contribute to this 

attitude. The first is, 

 

(a) ARROGANCE: 

 

Look if you will at ( 17:14 ) You can detect their pride as 

they told Joshua what a “ great people,” they were. After 

all, didn’t old Jacob especially bless them ?  

( Gen 48:20 )And weren’t they especially fruitful ? If you 

compare the statistic’s given in ( Num 1:32-35 ) and  

( Num 26:34 37) you will learn that the descendants of 

Joseph had increased from 72,700 to 85,200, although 

Ephraim had 8,000 fewer people. But then other tribes had 

increased their number since the last census. The children 

of Joseph weren’t the only ones who were fruitful. One 

commentator points out that the reference is perhaps not 

so much, to their numerical greatness as to their 

historical greatness, to the fact that they had descended 

from the man who, after all was overlord of the whole of 

the land of Egypt, and therefore they were not an ordinary 

people “ I am a great people, forasmuch as the Lord hath 

blessed me hitherto.” ( 17:14 ) This, they thought, should 

qualify them for preferential treatment Do you know what 

God hates ? Pride. Pride is an insidious termite that eats 

away the foundation of Christian growth. Pride can attack 

a denomination, a church, an individual with equal 

deadliness. A denomination may assume its great because 

its big, a church may assume its great because its wealthy, 

a believer may assume he’s great because he’s talented. 

 

My .... a respected position in the church, a widely 

acclaimed gift, past blessings, high honours. Any one of 

these can inflate us with the hot air of arrogance. Do you 

know what we need to get rid of in this church ? Pride. Do 

you know hinders blessing in this church ? Pride. Please 

don’t go around with the silly notion that this church is 

superior to anywhere else because its not. Sure, we're 

trying to maintain Bible standards but who wouldn’t ? 

Sure we’re trying to oppose ecumenism and the 

charismatic’s but who wouldn’t ? Sure we’re trying to 

exalt Christ.? But let’s not be filled with the hot air of 

arrogance. Listen to what the Lord says, “ To this man 



 

 

will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit 

and trembleth at My word.” ( Is 66:2 ) (a) 

 

(b) DISSIDENCE: 

 

Its worth noting, that the people of Ephraim and 

Manasseh seemed to be given to criticism and pride. You 

see they not only created problems for Joshua but also for 

Gideon: ( Jud 8:1-3 ) Jephthah ( 12:1 ) and even David.  

( 2 Sam 20:1-22 ) You see “ where envying and strife is, 

there is confusion and every evil work,” ( James 3:16 ) 

Discontentment with their lot breathes right through this 

whole passage. Were they thinking that perhaps Judah 

further south had been given a much bigger lot than they ? 

Its all very familiar is it not ? ( 15:1 ) When people think 

that another’s lot, being different from their own, is better 

than theirs. The grass always seems to be greener on the 

other side of the fence. Often in Christian life envious 

eyes are cast on other believers, whose lives and tasks 

seem so much better, more attractive, more fruitful, more 

satisfying than one’s own, and we gradually and 

imperceptibly develop a chip on our shoulder and a secret 

grudge against God for this, and we covet something 

bigger and something better.  

 

But my .... God does not give us something bigger and 

something better until have we proved ourselves in the 

smaller tasks. ( Matt 25:21 ) Why should we ask God for 

wider spheres of usefulness when we fail to utilise those 

that are within our own reach ? Why should we dream of 

greater things for ourselves in the Christian life, if we 

have not yet possessed the inheritance that God has 

allotted to us on a human level ? So there was (a) (b) But 

there was also, 

 

(c) INDOLENCE: 

 

Do you know the main reason why we believers are not 

more spiritual, more mature, more dedicated ? We are too 

lazy, when it comes to spiritual things. The major problem 

with most believers is laziness. Is this not what was wrong 

with the children of Joseph ? Joshua told them if they 

wanted more land, they could have it if they were willing 

to work for it. Cut down the tree’s and drive out the 

Canaanites, were the only stipulations. But that's exactly 

what they weren’t willing to do. They didn’t want to 

Build or Battle, they just wanted to Beg. Look if will at  

( 18: 1-3 ) Do you see that word slack ? It means to be 

slothful, idle, lazy and indolent. Its so used in  

( Prov 19:15 ) where it says, “ Slothfulness casteth into a 

deep sleep: and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.” Do you 

know something ? At this precise moment we are as 

spiritual as we really want to be.  

 

Sure, we moan and groan, wishing we were more 

spiritual, but wishing won’t get it. It’s useless to beg God 

for more growth if we’re not willing to build and battle for 

it. One day a father took his son to Spurgeon’s College to 

study for the ministry under that prince of preachers. 

When Mr. Spurgeon told the father the course of 

instruction would require several years, the father said,  

“ Mr. Spurgeon, my son, is an unusually bright young 

man. I am certain that you could arrange for him to finish 

much sooner.” Mr. Spurgeon replied, “ Sir, God takes 



 

 

twenty years to grow an oak tree, and only six months to 

grow a squash. Which do you want your son to be ?” 

My .... there are no shortcuts to maturity and growth. To 

reach it demands discipline and determination. And that 

brings us to the final thing we want to stress. We fail to 

grow when  (1) (2) And when we fail to grow when we, 

 

(3) EVADE PRIORITY COMMITMENTS 

Do you see Joshua’s solution to their problem ?  

( 17:17-18 ) Clear out the forest and drive out the 

Canaanites. That was the simple solution to their growth 

problem. But as we’ve already seen in ( Judges Ch 1 ) 

they refused to accept his answer. Priority number one 

according to Joshua, was to accomplish two things. Until 

then, no expansion could be expected. The land was 

theirs, but before they could possess it, these things had to 

be done. My …. so it with us. They evaded this priority 

commitment, I trust we’ll not. Look at the two tasks 

Joshua assigned to them, as necessary to our growth as 

they were to theirs. We must, 

 

(a) CLEAR OUT THE HARMLESS THINGS THAT 

CLUTTER OUR LIVES: 

 

You see, the first step was the clearing of the forest. Now 

there is nothing wrong with trees, they are a beautiful and 

useful part of God’s creation. But if they occupy the 

ground upon which you want to build your home upon, 

they have to go. Building your home is a priority 

commitment, and in order to fulfil it, you must clear the 

land, Do you know what these tree’s symbolise ? The 

many harmless things, even good things that fill the 

agenda of our daily lives. You know I am certain that 

when I speak of the necessity of a daily time of prayer and 

Bible study someone immediately says, “ That would be 

just great, but I am too busy. I don’t have room for 

another thing in my day.” The truth, of course is, we all 

have the same amount of time, twenty fours to the day, 

and seven days to the week. Would you agree with this ?  

 

People usually manage to make time for what they think 

is really important. And if you don’t have time, to do 

everything God intends you to do, it simply means you’re 

misusing some of your time. You see, there is time to do 

everything you’re supposed to do. The trouble is that most 

of us are so busy being good, we don't have time to be 

godly. Do you recall the parable the Lord Jesus told of the 

sower, the seed and the soil ? Do you remember the seed 

that fell into thorny ground ? Christ explained like this, 

“ He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 

heareth the word, and the care of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, choke the word and he becometh 

unfruitful.” ( Matt 13:22 ) The ground of his life was so 

cluttered with the cares of this world, the Word of God 

was strangled before it had a chance to grow. Is this a 

description of you ?  

 

My .... you will never find time for God, you will have to 

make time. This means that some trees will have to be cut 

down. Late night television, socialising is great but its not 

as important as your quiet time. (a) And then we must, 

 

(b) CLEAN OUT THE HARMFUL THINGS THAT 

CORRUPT OUR LIVES: 



 

 

For after the trees come the Canaanites. Let me point out 

something interesting. It would seem more reasonable to 

drive out the Canaanites first. I mean, do you think they’re 

going to lounge around watching us chop down those 

trees ? Why, all the Canaanites in the world will come 

swooping down upon us ? But no, Joshua had the correct 

order. Cut down the tree’s, then you will be able to drive 

out the enemy. My .... you will never have the power to 

drive out the habits and hangover sins in your life until 

you give priority to a daily time of communion with God. 

Once you’ve accomplished this, the divine strength you 

receive will enable you to drive out the enemy. This is the 

divine order. There is must be worship before warfare.  

Why we Fail to Grow. Because we, 

Exercise Partial Conquest: 

Expect Preferential Consideration 

Evade Priority Commitments 

 

We are not surprised when we grow physically, we expect 

it. Are you growing spiritually ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


