
 

 

                       Place: Lurgan Baptist 7:12:2010 

 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH 

 

Reading: Joshua 5:1-12 

 

7. CONSECRATION BEFORE CONQUEST 

 

 

The Allied invasion of France across the English Channel 

took place on 6th June 1944. We call this D-Day. 

Involved in this immense manoeuvre were 5,300 ships, 

12,000 planes, 6 infantry divisions, 14,000 vehicles, and 

14,500 tons of supplies, all for the purpose of establishing 

a secure beachhead in enemy-held territory. The Germans 

knew a crisis was imminent. On 3rd June German 

intelligence warned that invasion was possible “ within 

the next fortnight.” Casualties numbered in the 

thousands, but by the end of June the beachhead was 

established in Normandy, and the Allied armies were 

striking hard against the enemy across France. Now under 

Joshua’s leadership and by miraculous intervention some 

two million odd soldiers and civilians had crossed Jordan. 

A beachhead was quickly established at Gilgal, and from 

every human point of view, it was time to strike the 

strongholds of Canaan. The morale of the Canaanites had 

utterly collapsed and it was the perfect time for Joshua to 

act. It just makes sense that as soon as your feet are up the 

bank, you keep right on marching into Jericho while you 

have them where you want them. Joshua had figured that 

out, but God had other plans. You see, God’s ways are not 

ours ( Is 55:8-9 ) and Joshua was getting his orders from 

the Lord, not from the military experts. Now the nation 

crossed the river on the 10th day of the first month ( 4:19 ) 

The events in ( Ch 5 ) probably took at least ten days, and 

then the people marched around Jericho for six more days. 

God waited over two weeks before giving His people their 

first victory in the land. You see, God is never in a hurry 

though we His people sometimes are. My …. God is 

never ahead of time. God is never behind time. God is 

always on time. But He’s never in a hurry. As you have 

studied the Scriptures, have you discovered that God 

places a great premium on preparation ? Think of Joshua’s 

predecessor, Moses. Moses for instance, knew that God 

would deliver His people from the bondage of Egypt. 

Haying escaped Pharaoh’s massacre of Hebrew children, 

and having been sheltered in the heart of the king’s 

palace, he figured he had been chosen to affect this 

deliverance. And he figured correctly. But Moses got 

ahead of God and started the campaign by killing an 

Egyptian bully. Did he think he could do the job by killing 

off all the Egyptians one at a time ? He failed to calculate 

how long it would take, or how hot it would get once the 

Egyptian police discovered the murder.  

 

The result was that Moses lost the confidence of his own 

people, for no-one trusts a man who works in the energy 

of the flesh, and Moses spent the next forty years hiding 

in the desert. When God was ready, the people were taken 

out in one night. Indeed we can divide the life of Moses 

into thirds. In the first forty years the Lord let Moses live 

in luxury and taught him how to be somebody. In the 

second forty years God put Moses in the desert and taught 

him how to be nobody. Now once he learned to be 



 

 

somebody and then to be nobody, the Lord was ready to 

use him. He put Moses to work in the last forty years, 

showing everybody how a nobody could be somebody for 

God. The point is that Moses productive life and ministry 

was 40 years long, but his preparation was eighty years. 

Do you remember Abraham ? God promised him and 

Sarah a son who would be the beginning of a mighty 

nation. The years passed, but the promise remained 

unfulfilled. Fearing that old age would cancel, the promise 

of God, Abraham had a son by his wife’s servant girl. But 

man can never bring to pass the purposes of God, and it’s 

a foolish and dangerous thing to try. Nothing but disaster 

resulted from Abraham’s effort to, “ help God out.” My 

....  when will we ever learn that time spent waiting on 

God is never wasted ? We waste time when we refuse to 

wait on the Lord and take matters into our own hands. 

Sometimes the work of God is set back for years as a 

consequence of our bungling attempts. You see one of 

God’s most difficult tasks is teaching us to wait.  

 

One day a friend of Philip Brooks, a great preacher of 

another generation, called on him and found him 

impatiently pacing the floor. He asked what the trouble 

was. With flashing eyes, Dr. Brooks exclaimed, “ The 

trouble is I am in a hurry and God is not.” Alan Redpath 

a former pastor of the Moody church once said, “ We are 

always in a fever to do something for God, and we have 

forgotten that the first thing God wants is that we be 

something for God. He wants to work in us before He 

works through us.” As David Jeremiah reminds us our 

culture teaches us to jump at opportunity, to seize the 

moment to do it now. But God’s opportunities are not 

pressured by time, His doors will stay open while He 

moulds you as His servant. Now psychologically this was 

the strategic moment, the very moment when one would 

have thought it would have been good to make the attack, 

when they were low in morale. But instead we read, “ At 

that time the Lord said, you’re not going forward yet. 

There are some necessary things to attend to.” You see 

Consecration before precede Conquest. And so during this 

delay at Gilgal, God had lessons to teach His people. 

What were they ? What happened at Gilgal ? What kind of 

place was it for Israel ? I want to suggest to you that 

Gilgal was, 

 

(1) A PLACE OF RENEWAL 

 

For it was here at Gilgal that the men submitted to painful 

surgery. Now why did God command this ritual of 

circumcision at this time ? Let me give you some reasons. 

It was, 

 

(a) TO IDENTIFY HIS PEOPLE: 

 

To restore, their covenant relationship. Now Israel is a 

covenant nation, a privilege God has given to no other  

nation on earth. ( Rom 9:4-5 ) God gave His covenant to 

Abraham when He called him, out of the Ur of the 

Chaldees ( Gen 12:1-3 ) and He seated that covenant with 

a sacrifice. ( Gen Ch 15 ) Then God gave circumcision as 

the sign of the covenant to Abraham and his descendants. 

Look if you will at ( Gen 17:9-14 ) To be a Hebrew male 

meant being circumcised. Now other nations in that day 

practised circumcision, but the ritual didn’t carry with it 



 

 

the spiritual meaning that it did for the Jews. You see 

through this ritual the Jews became a “ marked people,” 

because they belonged to the true and living God. This 

meant that they were under obligation to obey God. The 

mark of the covenant reminded them that their bodies 

belonged to the Lord and were not to be used for sinful 

purposes. You see, Israel was surrounded by nations that 

worshipped idols and included in their worship rituals that 

were sensual and degrading. No doubt there would be 

temptations in the land where so many pagan nations 

practiced their all their vile religious rites. So the mark of 

the covenant reminded the Jews that they were a special 

people, a separated people, a holy nation. ( Ex 19:5-6 ) 

That is, they were to maintain purity in their marriages, 

society, and worship. Now why was it that during their 

years of wandering in the wilderness the Jews did not 

practice circumcision ? Well, look at ( 5:6 ) Now come 

back to ( Num 14:20-34 ) You see, during this time God 

suspended His covenant relationship with Israel and did 

not require the mark of the covenant on their male 

children. But now the old generation had died and the new 

generation were in their inheritance and it was important 

that they renew their covenant relationships with the Lord.  

 

Now remember circumcision was not simply a mark in the 

flesh. That physical operation on the body was meant to 

be a symbol of a spiritual operation on the heart. The Lord 

says, “ Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, 

and be stiff-necked no longer.” ( Deut 10:16  

Rom 2:25-29 ) You see, no amount of external surgery 

can change the inner person. It’s when we repent and turn 

to the Lord that He change our hearts and make us love 

and obey Him. So what’s God doing here ? He is 

identifying His people and restoring their covenant 

relationship. But God gave this ritual at this time not only 

to (a) But to, 

 

(b) QUALIFY HIS PEOPLE: 

 

To qualify them, to eat the Passover. Do you recall that no 

male could participate in the Annual Feast of the Passover 

unless he had been circumcised and was a true son of the 

covenant. The Lord says, “ For no uncircumcised person 

shall eat thereof.” ( Ex 12:43-44 48 ) Moreover, 

immediately after the rite of circumcision was instituted 

the Passover was celebrated. ( 5: 8-10 ) After the knife 

had done its work there was the blessing. Is this not the 

way we are to approach the Lord’s Table ? Paul says,  

“ Let a man examine himself  and so let him of that bread 

and drink of that cup.” ( 1 Cor 11:28 ) Does that not 

involve an intense searching of one’s heart with the 

purpose of locating those features of life which may be 

unacceptable to God ? Having confessed these one is to 

approach the Lord’s Table. Oh, there must be a removal 

of sinful practices, a cutting away of fleshly involvements 

a yielding to Him to Him, then comes the blessing. So 

God give this ritual at this time (a) (b) And then again, 

 

(c) TO FORTIFY HIS PEOPLE: 

 

To strengthen their faith. Imagine a military commander 

incapacitating his whole army. You see Israel was camped 

in enemy territory just a few miles from Jericho. Now 

they were going to temporarily disable every male in the 



 

 

nation, including every soldier in the army. Look if you 

will at ( 5:8 ) Do you recall how the sons of Jacob took 

vengeance on the Shechemites when one of them had 

defiled their sister Dinah ? They tricked the Shechemites 

into circumcision. Then “ it came to pass on the third day 

when they were sore ( the male Shechemites ) that …. 

Simeon and Levi Dinah’s brethren, took each man his 

sword and came upon the city boldly and slew all the 

males.” ( Gen 34:25 ) You see, with all the males being 

circumcised at Gilgal there would be a period of time 

needed for healing. I mean this was a golden opportunity 

for the enemy to attack and wipe them out. Israel was a  

“ sitting duck.” But then the faith of the nation had been 

strengthened by God’s intervention at the crossing of 

Jordan, and here they trusted God to protect them in this 

hour of need.  

 

Do we realise that God often permits us to be tested after 

times of victory and blessing ? Abraham arrived in the 

land of promise and was confronted with a famine.  

( Gen Ch 12 ) Elijah triumphed over Baal and was 

threatened with death. ( 1 Kings 19:2 ) After His baptism 

in the Jordan the Spirit led the Saviour into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the devil. ( Matt 3:13-4:1 ) Since great 

victories can lead to great pride, God allows us to be 

tested in order to remind us to depend on Him. The 

Scottish preacher Andrew Bonar ( 1810-1892 ) used to 

say, “ Let us be as watchful after the victory as before 

the battle.” Are you beginning to see why God 

commanded this rite of circumcision at this time ? It was 

to (a) (b) (c) it was, 

 

(d) TO SANCTIFY HIS PEOPLE: 

 

Look if you will at that phrase in ( 5:9 ) In fact, that is 

how the place got its name, “ Gilgal,” sounds like the 

Hebrew word for “ roll,” or “ rolling.” Gilgal was where 

the Israelites rolled into alignment with God’s 

requirements, so He could then bless them in the battles 

that lay ahead. Now what was the reproach of Egypt ?  

Some think it refers to Israel’s reproach for being slaves 

in Egypt. Others believe it refers to the nation’s shame 

because they had worshipped idols in Egypt. I am inclined 

to think that the term refers of the ridicule of the enemy 

when Israel failed to trust God at Kadesh - Barnea and 

enter the Promised Land. ( Ex 32:9-12 Num 14:11-14 ) 

God said He would destroy Israel. You see, God was 

ready to wipe the slate clean and start all over with the 

faithful few. But Moses argued that God would lose His 

glory because the Egyptian’s would only say that God 

delivered them in order to destroy them.  

 

Israel’s sin at Kadesh Barnea was a reproach to them, but 

now all that was all in the past, for each bore on his body 

the mark that reminded him that he belonged to God. Now 

do you recall the two memorials that we saw last time ? 

The memorial in Jordan that spoke of death, the 

memorial over Jordan that spoke of resurrection. Do you 

recall we saw that in Christ’s death the believer died and 

in His resurrection the believer was raised to a new life ? 

Well its interesting to notice that in the epistle’s that after 

Paul speaks of our death with Christ he speaks of 

something else. 

  



 

 

Look if you will at ( Col 3:1-5 ) Now the Colossians were, 

as to position, set apart unto God ( Col 1:2 ) but now they 

had to show that they were set apart unto Him. This word 

“ mortify,” means “ to put to death.” Now this may seem 

to contradict what we have already said, namely, that in 

Christ’s death we died. If that is so, what is there left to 

put to death ? I think it will help us if we remember that 

the teaching of the epistles distinguishes between what by 

grace we are in Christ, by virtue of His death and 

resurrection and what experimentally we may and should 

become by faith and effort in the power of the Spirit. In 

other words, there is in thought and to often in fact a 

difference between our spiritual standing and our 

spiritual state. This truth is clearly expressed in  

( 1 Cor 5:7 ) where the Amplified Bible gives us this 

rendering, “ Purge clean out the old leaven that you may 

be fresh new dough, still uncontaminated as you are.” 

Now do you see what Paul is saying ? Become what you 

are. Now we should die because we are dead, we should 

live because we are alive, we should conquer because we 

have won.   

 

To quote Coleridge, “ Faith is an affirmation and an 

act, that bids eternal truth be fact.” What we should 

recognise is the fact and that recognition will lead to act. 

So Paul says here because “ ye are dead,” ( Col 3:3 )  put 

to death “ fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, 

evil concupiscence, and covetousness which is idolatry.” 

(  Col 3:5 ) Paul is speaking of sexual vice, impurity, 

sensual appetites, unholy desires and all greed and 

covetousness. My .... how are we getting on in the realm 

of mortification ? “ You have died in Christ,” are you 

therefore putting to death your earthward inclinations by 

the power of the Holy Spirit ? Gilgal was (1) But Gilgal, 

 

(2) A PLACE OF RESTORATION 

 

For it was here that they brought back the Passover.  

Look if you will at ( 5:10 ) Now the Passover had been 

observed only twice before. Forty years ago Israel had 

celebrated the Passover on the night of their deliverance 

from Egypt. ( Ex 12:1 ) Then a year later at Sinai the 

Passover was celebrated. ( Num 9:5 ) Since then there had 

been no Passover. Indeed the fact that the new generation 

was not circumcised prevented them from keeping it. But 

now after a 39 year period the Passover is kept. Now their 

neglect of the Passover was not the only time Israel did 

not keep this feast. From the Biblical record, this neglect 

was also prominent when Israel became a nation in 

Canaan. Significantly, when Israel had times of revival, 

observance of the Passover would occur. ( 2 Chron Ch’s 

30 & 35 ) This present dispensation has also had dark 

days when the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper have been neglected.  

 

Now did you notice here that it does not say, “And the 

Lord said unto Joshua, keep the Passover unto me.” 

There is no explicit command from God. Joshua did this 

of his own free will, with a sense of it being the right 

thing to do. Do you recall what God had said to him in  

( Ch 1 ) ? “ This book of the law shall not depart out of 

thy mouth, but thou shalt mediate therein day and night 

that thou mayest observe to do all that is written therein.” 

( 1:8 )  



 

 

God put the Book of the Law in Joshua’s hand and said,  

“ meditate therein day and night.” ( 1:8 ) Feed upon it, 

read it, study it, and digest it. And surely it was because 

Joshua was reading the Book of the Law that he realised 

the right to do was to keep the Passover. Now the 

Passover of course, 

 

(a) WAS COMMEMORATIVE: 

 

It memorialised what was past. ( Ex 12:14, 26 ) Now think 

with me of, 

 

1. The Why of this Feast: 

 

You see, there are some things we must never forget. 

Israel were never to forget that they were a redeemed 

people, set free by the blood of the lamb. Do you recall 

what God said ? “ This is that night of the Lord to be 

observed of all the children of Israel in their 

generations.” ( Ex 12:42 ) I mean God specifically told 

them to observe this ordinance when they got into 

Canaan, “ And it shall be when the Lord shall bring thee 

into the land of the Canaanites …. thou shalt keep this 

service in this month.” ( Ex 13:5 ) You see, the Passover 

was necessary from the standpoint of God’s commands. 

My …. did the Lord not command us to keep the Lord’s 

Supper ? I mean did Christ not say, “ This do in 

remembrance of Me.” ( Lk 22:19 ) Are you obedient to 

the Lord’s command ? Are you present at this “ forget me 

not feast ?” 

 

 

Remember Thee and all Thy pains 

And all Thy love to me, 

Yes, while a breathe a pulse remains 

Will I remember Thee 

 

2. The When of this Feast: 

 

Did you note when Israel came out of the Jordan ? It was 

on the tenth day of the first month. ( 4:19 ) This was the 

anniversary date of the time when Israel selected the 

Passover lamb. ( Ex 12:3 ) So it was time for Israel to 

observe the Passover and ( 5:10 ) says, they “ kept the 

Passover on the fourteenth day of the month,” which was 

the very day the Passover lamb was to be slain and eaten. 

( Ex 12:6-8 ) When are we to keep the Lord’s Supper ? 

Well, Paul says, “ As often as eat this bread and drink this 

cup ye do show the Lord’s death till He come.”  

( 1 Cor 11:26 ) Do you remember the practice of the early 

church ? Dr. Luke says, “ And upon the first day of the 

week, when the disciples came together to break bread.” 

( Acts 20:7 ) That’s when we are to keep the Lord’s Table. 

 

3. The What of this Feast: 

 

I mean Passover was a never to be forgotten night. My 

…., it was a night that demonstrated the Sovereignty of 

God, for He put a difference between the Egyptians and 

Israel. ( Ex 11:7 ) A night that manifested the Grace of 

God for by nature the children of Israel were no better 

than the Egyptians ( Ezek 20:7-8 ) A night that displayed 

the Righteousness of God, for God announced that He 



 

 

would by no means clear the guilty ( Ex 34:7 ) A night 

that revealed the Mercy of God  in providing a substitute. 

A night that placated the Wrath of God for He found 

a ransom ( Job 33:24 ) And a night that testified of the 

Faithfulness of God for He said, “ when I see the blood I 

will Passover you.” ( Ex 12:13 ) The Passover was 

commemorative. My …. so is the Lord’s Supper. The 

Lord Jesus said, “ this do in remembrance of me.” 

( Lk 22:19 ) In remembrance of My sovereignty, My 

grace, My righteousness, My mercy, My wrath, My 

faithfulness, My death, My sufferings, My passion.” 

My …. How can we ever forget that it was because of 

Calvary that we are brought into God’s favour ? However, 

far we might have progressed in grace, we cannot but 

return to Calvary, where “ Christ our Passover is 

sacrificed for us,” ( 1 Cor 5:7 ) and bow in worship. 

 

4. The Who of this Feast: 

 

You see, no uncircumcised person could partake of this 

feast, only those who were in covenant relationship with 

God. ( Ex 12:48 ) My …. the Lord’s Table is for the 

Lord’s People. But don’t stop there. For how can any 

believer living in wilful sin feed on the blessed Lamb of 

Calvary ? You see, there must be a Gilgal before there can 

be a Passover. 

 

(b) WAS ANTICIPATIVE: 

 

It memorialised what was past, but it also foreshadowed 

what was to come. Israel’s first Passover was observed in 

Egypt. ( Ex 12:1) The slaying of the lamb and the 

application of the blood to the door anticipated what ? 

Deliverance from Egypt. ( Ex 12:13 ) Israel’s second 

Passover was observed in the wilderness when hopes of 

reaching the land were high. ( Num 9:5 ) Now as a new 

generation entered Canaan and recalled from history how 

God delivered their forefathers out of Egypt, they could 

also anticipate deliverance in the battles to come as the 

lamb was slain for the Passover. The First Passover 

anticipated Deliverance from Egypt, the Second 

Passover anticipated Possession of Canaan, the Third 

Passover anticipated Victory over the Enemy. It was 

Anticipative. Is the Lord’s Supper not like this ? For Paul 

says, “ ye proclaim the Lord’s death till He come.”  

( 1 Cor 11:26 ) So the Lord’s Supper not only look’s back 

but also carries our mind forward to His return. My .... a 

day is coming when there will be no more need to gather 

around the Table for the symbols will have disappeared in 

the presence of the real and “ face to face will we behold 

Him.” Just think of this. We could have gathered around 

the table for the very last time for the Lord could come 

before we break bread next Lord’s Day. It is only “ Till 

He come.” 

 

And thus that dark betrayal night, 

With the last advent we unite, 

By one blest chain of loving rite, 

Until he come 

 

 Now come back with me to Gilgal. It was a (1) (2) 

 

(3) A PLACE OF REPLENISHMENT 

 



 

 

For on the day after the Passover, the Israelites ate some 

of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched 

corn. Look if you will at ( 5:11) Now when Israel entered 

Canaan it was time for barley harvest ( 3:15 ) thus grain 

was available. The grain could be from either the previous 

year’s harvest or from the present barley harvest. But 

grain was available. Do you see what the Lord was  

doing ? He was preparing a table for His people in the 

presence of His enemies. (Ps 23:5 ) Now you’ll notice that 

a change is taking place here. Change is difficult for most 

of us. It is often painful, but change is fact of life, and 

God’s resources help us to adjust to the inevitable changes 

that occur. Notice that there was, 

 

(a) A CHANGE IN DISTRIBUTION: 

 

A passing from the miraculous to the ordinary. You see, 

God does not provide miraculously what can be obtained 

in the normal way. Israel were no longer a pilgrim people 

in the wilderness needing supernatural provision of food, 

and therefore it was no longer given them, because God is 

very economical. He does not waste His miracles. Old 

Matthew Henry says, “ No extraordinary supplies will be 

given, when ordinary ones will meet the situation.” I 

mean Israel were used to getting everything from hand to 

mouth with God now they had to go out and farm the 

land. I mean some believers are praying for miracles when 

what they need is not a miracle but a bit of industry, 

activity and creativity to take care of their needs. (a) 

 

(b) A CHANGE OF DIET: 

 

They had come from manna to the fruit and old corn of 

the land. Is this not what God had promised ? “ A land of 

wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 

pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey, a land where 

you shall eat food without scarcity.” ( Deut 8:8-9 ) (b) For 

there was a prize, something ahead and they needed a 

change of diet to make them strong for the battles. In the 

language of the New Testament, they were passing from 

the Milk stage to the Meat stage. Manna was adequate to 

maintain life in the desert but it would not nourish combat 

troops conquering and settling into a new land. Now let 

me challenge you. Are you still on a desert diet ? Are you 

still on the milk stage ? The child stage ? My …. are  there 

are many baby Christians who never grow beyond this 

point. Do you recall the letter to the Hebrews when it 

says, “ For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 

have need that one teach you again which be the first 

principles of the oracles of God: and are become such as 

have need of milk, and not of strong meat.” ( Heb 5:12 )  

 

Is that you ? Even after 40 years are you still on the milk 

stage ? My .... what you need to do is upgrade your diet 

and increase your intake. It’s a wonderful chapter this. 

Gilgal was a wonderful place for Israel. (1) (2) (3) But 

finally, Gilgal was, 

 

(4) A PLACE OF READJUSTMENT 

 

Geographically, Gilgal was about two miles from Jericho 

and excluding the Transjordan was the first territory in 

Canaan claimed by Israel for their inheritance. In later 

years Gilgal became an important centre for the nation. 



 

 

Israel crowned their first King at Gilgal. ( 1 Sam Ch 11 ) 

There David was welcomed back after Absalom’s 

rebellion was subdued. ( 2 Sam Ch 19 ) Samuel thought 

Gilgal important enough to include it in his “ ministry 

circuit.” ( 1 Sam 7:16 ) There was a “ school of the 

prophet’s,” at Gilgal in the days of Elijah and Elisha.  

( 2 Kings 2:1-2 4:38 ) But what about Joshua’s day ? Well 

Gilgal was, 

 

(a) A STRATEGIC PLACE MILITARILY: 

 

It became the base of Israel’s operations for the next 

several years. When they went out against their enemies, 

the Israelites eventually returned to Gilgal. It was here 

they returned after their victories and after their defeats. It 

was the centre of operations. ( 9:6 10:6 15, 43, 14:6 ) (a) 

 

(b) A SACRED PLACE SPIRITUALLY: 

 

Do you remember when they failed at Ai ? They went 

back to Gilgal and God showed them where they had 

sinned and how to judge it. ( 7:11 ) A place for 

readjustment and realignment, to the will of God.  

My .... do we also not need to establish a place like  

Gilgal ? A place of readjustment ? You see, every believer 

sooner or later, experiences spiritual vertigo and becomes 

disoriented. Like Joshua we, need a place where we can 

realign ourselves with the purpose and will of God.  

 D. L. Moody, that famous evangelist of the last century, 

retreated every summer to a private place, where he could 

be alone with God and “ retune the instrument.” Even in 

the midst of religious activity our hearts can grow cold, 

and though we may excuse ourselves because we’re  

“ working for the Lord,” the heat of activity will not take 

the place of the warmth of communion. Gilgal was a place 

of readjustment. How can we know that we need 

readjusting ? Well, the standard by which we may 

measure our present relationship with God is His previous 

work in us. In other words we need to examine our 

present spiritual status in the light of that past experience.  

 

Do you remember how it was with you spiritually ?  

Do you remember the fresh awareness of His  

presence ? 

Do you remember the ever present joy ? 

Do you remember the love that seemed to flow from 

you ? Do you remember the irresistible desire to talk 

about the Lord ? 

Do you remember the freshness of your first love ? 

Do you remember how you yearned to learn more of 

the Word ? 

Do you remember your passion for souls ? 

 

Is it still that way ? Is it more so ? Or is it less ? You used 

to be patient, now you’re touchy and irritable. Moodiness 

has replaced joyfulness. Worry and anxiety have replaced 

peace and contentment. Do you find yourself trying to live 

up to what you were in the past ? If, so you need to return 

to Gilgal, the place of readjustment, the place of 

confession and forgiveness. I wonder do the words of 

William Cowper describe you this .... ?  

 

 



 

 

Where is the blessedness I knew 

When first I saw the Lord 

Where is the soul’s refreshing view 

Of Jesus and His Word 

 

 

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed 

How sweet their memory still 

But they have left an aching void 

The world can never fill 

 

Is that you this .... ?  Do you get back to Gilgal ? Do you 

need to say with William Cowper ? 

 

The dearest idol I have known 

Whate’er that idol be 

Help me to tear it from Thy throne 

And worship only Thee 

 

 


