
 

 

                       Place Lurgan Baptist 1:2:2011 

 

Reading: Joshua 6:12-27 Heb 11:30 

 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH 

 

9. AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN 

 

 

A former professor of military science at the University of 

Pennsylvania said the most exciting lecture he ever saw 

was given by a guest lecturer in his class one day. The 

lecture was on an ancient general’s military tactics. The 

visiting lecturer held the class spellbound for the entire 

hour as he talked about the strategy, how he divided his 

forces and the campaigns to north and south. He described 

techniques of psychological warfare as well as elements 

of speed, surprise and terror. At the half way point he 

asked if anyone knew who this great general was, and 

nobody knew. At the end of the class, some guessed that it 

was Alexander the Great, some thought Napoleon. One 

person thought it was Julius Caesar. When they were all 

guessed out he give them the name. “ The military 

strategist I am talking about is none other than Joshua 

of the Old Testament.” He then went on to talk about the 

genius Joshua used in conquering Canaan. Joshua did use 

unique and wonderful strategy. Of course it came from the 

Lord. The strategy was God inspired and God led and 

Joshua was an important part in the plan of God. 

 

Now Jericho was an ancient city, in fact some believe that 

it is the oldest city in the world. It was right in the middle 

of the valley that separated north from south. Joshua’s 

strategy was simply to gain the bridgehead at Jericho, 

driving a wedge into the centre of the land. The north and 

south were then both isolated and the latter part of the 

book of Joshua is spent talking about the attack on the 

north then the south. It’s a striking tribute to his God-

guided military genius, that by adopting exactly the same 

strategy, General Allenby was successful in occupying 

Palestine in World War 1. 

 

But first there was Jericho. They had to conquer Jericho. 

This powerful fortress barred Israel’s progress. Its capture 

was vital if they were to conquer any other part of the 

country. Also, with Gilgal being only a few miles away. 

Jericho had to be conquered if the camp at Gilgal was to 

be left in peace. If Jericho remained unconquered and 

Joshua led his men away to fight in other areas, it would 

leave the camp at Gilgal vulnerable to a devastating attack 

by Jericho’s “ mighty men of valour.” ( 6:2 ) Jericho was 

the key to all that followed. Now what do you think the 

real battle was at Jericho ? Was it with the Canaanites ? 

The enemy ?  This stronghold of Jericho. Some of you 

have been to Jericho and seen the excavations there. And 

those excavations indicate that the city covered perhaps 

eight acres and was protected by two high parallel walls, 

which stood about fifteen feet apart and surrounded the 

city. It was the sight of cities like Jericho that convinced 

ten of the Jewish spies that Israel could never conquer the 

land.  ( Num 13:28 ) Was this the real battle of Jericho ? 

Taking the city, defeating the enemy ? The more I read 

this Chapter the more I am convinced that the real battle 

was not with the Canaanites at all, the real battle was with 



 

 

God’s own people. You see, all this blowing of trumpets, 

all of this numerical listings of seven, all this walking 

around the walls.  Was this really necessary to knock 

down a city wall ? My …. the Lord was not frantically 

collecting energy so that He could destroy Jericho. God 

could just have spoken and Jericho would have 

disappeared. I think the real battle of Jericho was with the 

human heart, not with the city wall. God was seeking to 

overcome the Israelites rather than simply seeking to 

overcome the Canaanites. God had planned the capture of 

Jericho with a triple purpose in mind.  

 

(1) It would test Israel’s obedience to God. ( 6:3-4 ) 

(2) It would deepen the fear already clutching at the heart 

of the Canaanites. ( 5:1 ) 

(3) When victory came, altogether apart from military 

courage, it would convince God’s people that the 

overthrow of Jericho was entirely a victory of faith. This 

is God’s battle, this is God’s victory that is why the spoils 

of victory were to be consecrated to the Lord. ( 6:19 ) 

There is no self-exaltation in the victory of faith. We 

cannot take the glory for it is God’s alone. “ Not unto us 

O Lord, not unto us but unto Thy name give glory.”  

( Ps 115:1 ) When the wonderful new church is built, 

when the finances roll in, when the lost are being saved, 

and when the work is established …. don’t take the glory 

it is His alone. We are but unprofitable servants doing 

what is ours to do. ( Is 42:8 )  Now I want us to look at 

this passage this chapter in a three fold way. 

 

(1) ITS DEVOTIONAL TEACHING 

 

What is the Jericho of your life ? The thing that seems to 

be altogether unconquerable ? Alan Redpath reminds us  

 

There is the Jericho of sin. There is the Jericho of 

indifference. There is the Jericho of materialism. 

There is the Jericho of paganism. Worse than that 

there is the Jericho within the church of disloyal 

Christians, of unconsecrated lives, of people who have 

become so used to sinners going to hell they don’t care. 

 

Now so long as Jericho held on the land of Canaan was 

safe from invasion. It had to be taken, if Israel were going 

to take the Land. The question was how ?  The book of 

Hebrews gives us the answer. “ By faith the walls of 

Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven 

days.” Now there are different degrees of faith.  

 

(1) There is a Faith that Reposes: When we come as 

weary sinners and rest on Christ.  

 

(2) There is a Faith that Reckons: Counting on the 

faithfulness of God to fulfil His promises toward us.  

( Rom 4:21 )  

 

(3) There is a Faith that Risks: which dares something 

for the Lord. I have called it, 

 

(a) THE COURAGE OF FAITH: 

 

You see, here were Israel their bridges and boats burned 

behind them. They could not flee for there was no where 



 

 

to flee to. They were now in enemy territory completely 

exposed. They had simply received a divine directive:  

“ Tramp round the walls of Jericho first thing in the 

morning. Do it six days in a row. On the seventh day 

tramp round the walls of Jericho seven times.” Do you 

not think that many of them were asking, “ What on earth 

is all this about ?” One thing is sure. It seemed to be a 

dangerous undertaking. They were completely exposed to 

the Canaanites who could shoot at them from the walls. 

This was an adventure of faith and its adventuresome faith 

that God delights to honour. Was this not the kind of faith 

that David revealed when he went to meet great Goliath 

with a sling and stone ? ( 1 Sam 17:40 ) What about  

Elijah ? When single-handed he confronted the false 

prophets on Carmel. ( 1 Kings 18:40 ) What about  

Daniel ? What faith.  A man who dared to be cast into the 

lions den rather then capitulate to the king’s decree.  

(Dan 6:14 )  

 

On one occasion Martin Luther was being dissuaded by 

his friends not to go to the city of Worms. Do you know 

what he said ? “ I will go though every tile on its houses 

be a demon.” (a) The kind of faith that was vividly 

displayed by those four who brought their sick friend to 

Jesus. ( Mk 2:5 ) Notice, their faith was Practical: for they 

brought him. Their faith was Persistent: for they didn’t 

give up when they had a problem. But note it was 

Peculiar: They couldn’t get him in through the door so 

they let him down through the roof. I like that. There’s 

more than one way to skin a cat. Somebody has said the 

seven last words of the church are these, what ? “ We 

never did it that way before.” You know, people just don’t 

like it different. “ Come wheel or come woe our status is 

quo.” Now can you imagine how this upset the dignity of 

the scene ? You see, they “ unroofed the roof,” and let this 

paralytic down. My …. it’s not easy to get folks to Christ 

and when you get in the soul-winning business, all the 

forces of hell will come to work against you. That’s why 

we need to raise roofs in order to get people to Christ. 

We need to do some difficult, out of the ordinary, irregular 

things. When W. P. Nicholson was having a Gospel 

Campaign in Newtownards, the mill dominated the town. 

The meetings were very well attended and some were 

seeking the Lord. One evening in a flashy car, the 

daughter of the mill owner arrived at the door of the 

mission church. The service was about to start, and she 

was standing there in her beautiful white fur coat waiting 

for the usher to lead her to the front of the church.  

 

Nicholson saw her and realising who she was, he 

interrupted the community singing and shouted, 

“ Bring that white polar bear right to the front.” The 

congregation was absolutely stunned, that a preacher had 

arrived in Newtownards who called the daughter of the 

mill owner “ a white polar near.” The next day that was 

the only subject of conversation in the mill. But do you 

know what ? Many of those people in that factory became 

curious and came to hear the fearless preacher and many 

were saved. “ Unorthodox faith,” is what some have 

called it. My …. have you a faith that dares ? “ By faith 

the walls of Jericho fell down,” (a) And then,  

 

(b) THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH: 

 



 

 

For theirs was a faith that obeyed implicitly. Let’s get a 

mental picture of how all those Israelites were lining up to 

surround the city. Out front were the soldiers, then the 

priests with the horns, then the ark of the covenant, then 

more soldiers, then the people. ( 6:6-13 ) Now they had 

not heard the Lord issue His orders for these had given to 

Joshua alone. They had only Joshua’s word for it that 

these instructions were from God. They had to believe 

that God had spoken to Joshua and that He had told him to 

tell the people to act in this strange way. Some test. To 

some it must have seemed to be so ridiculous beyond 

words.  Fancy being told to walk around these walls 

thirteen times. Was this not childish ? Yet that is what 

they had been told to do and they obeyed. God’s plan for 

the conquest of Jericho was seemingly foolish to the 

human mind, but it worked. You see Gods wisdom is far 

above ours. The Lord says, “ For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways saith the 

Lord.” ( Is 55:8-9 ) You see, God delights in using people 

and plans that seem foolish to the world. ( 1 Cor 1:26-29 )  

 

Now did you notice that in God’s plan the emphasis is on 

the number seven ? Seven priests, seven trumpets, seven 

days of marching, and seven circuits of the city on the 

seventh day. The number seven is written clearly into the 

life of Israel. The Sabbath celebrated on the seventh day 

of the week, seven weeks from Passover is Pentecost, the 

seventh year is the Sabbatical Year, and after forty nine 

years ( seven times seven ) comes the Year of Jubilee.  

Three of Israel’s feasts fall in the seventh month. The 

Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast 

of Tabernacles. ( Lev 23:24, 27, 34 ) Now in the Bible the 

number seven represents completeness or perfection. The 

Hebrew word translated “ seven,” ( shevah ) comes from 

a root that means, “ to be full, to be satisfied.” When God 

finished His work of creation, He rested on the seventh 

day and sanctified it. ( Gen 2: 3) This helped give the 

number seven its sacred significance. You see, seven 

speaks of completeness or perfection. I want to tell you 

that God’s plan for Jericho might have seemed foolish but 

it was perfect. And Israel obeyed without questioning. 

Has the Lord been asking you to do something that to the 

human mind appears foolish, perhaps ridiculous ? How 

have you responded ? Naaman thought that it was absurd 

to bathe his leprous flesh in the river Jordan yet there was 

no healing for him until he compiled. ( 2 Kings 5:11 )  

 

Fancy God sending Elijah to be fed by a widow woman 

who had nothing but a handful of meal and a little oil.! 

Yet it never ran out. ( 1 Kings 17:16 ) It must have 

seemed so unreasonable to the twelve, when the Lord 

Jesus told them that the multitude must sit down and only 

five loaves and two fishes were in sight. ( Lk 9:13 ) But 

they obeyed and trusted Him to meet the need. You see 

He simply wants us to “ trust and obey.” “ By faith the 

walls of Jericho fell down.” ( Heb 11:30 ) (a) (b) 

 

(c) THE DISCIPLINE OF FAITH: 

 

For look if you will at ( 6:10 ) Now this was a tall order. 

“ There are times when to preserve silence is far harder 

than for us to ex-press what is on our minds.” ( Pink ) 

Can you imagine the ridicule, the taunts, and the mockery 

that they would hear from those on the wall ? Then again 



 

 

the Israelites were notorious for their complaining and 

murmuring. But there was to be no words of defiance, no 

criticism of strategy or tactics, complete silence. Can you 

picture the confusion there would have been if each were 

free to air his views on the strategy being adopted ? One 

person would have this doubt another would be doubtful 

about something else and soon they would have talked 

themselves out of faith for unbelief is very contagious. 

“ Why there is not even a crack in those powerful walls ? 

What are we supposed to be doing ? Is this all not just a 

sick joke ?” You see, their faith had to be disciplined. 

In the Christian life there’s “ a time to keep silence, and a 

time to speak.” ( Eccl 3:7 ) and wise is the child of God 

who knows the difference. Sometimes the sinews of our 

faith are cut by the unfriendly criticism of those who pose 

as Christian friends but who want us to conform to this 

world.  

 

Sometimes the servants of Christ are hindered and 

discouraged by those who are always talking about the 

problems confronting us. That’s why our faith needs to be 

disciplined for unbelief is contagious. What is it the Word 

of God says ? “ Be still and know that I am God.”  

( Ps 46:10 ) In a noisy world we have to work hard at 

silence. Getting truly quiet time with the Lord, to hear His 

voice is very tough indeed. Yet is not an important 

principle for victory in the Christian life ? Shutting out the 

noise of the world, to be alone with God, just to be with 

Him, hearing His voice. (a) (b) (c)  “ By faith the walls of 

Jericho fell down.” 

 

(d) THE PATIENCE OF FAITH: 

For theirs, was a faith that persevered. Look if you will at 

( 6:14-15 ) Look at Israel for a moment. Once around the 

city for six days and seven times on the seventh day, 

thirteen times in all and all in silence. I mean can you see 

them after the first days march ? They are looking 

backward and Jericho’s walls are as stout and forbidding 

as ever. My .... there is no difference on the second day, 

third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, and the sixth day. 

There is not the slightest evidence that these walls would 

collapse. Do you know the experience ? You’ve sought 

God about someone or something and you have looked for 

an answer and there is nothing. No evidence of change in 

their sinful life, no change in the circumstances that 

you’ve prayed about just nothing. What has been you 

reaction ? “ I thought so,” “ I knew so.” Have you 

stopped praying or has your faith persevered ?  

 

What if Israel had given up on the sixth day ? What if 

Elijah had only sent his servant six times to see if there 

was any indication of rain ? ( 1 Kings 18:42-44 ) What if 

Namaan had stopped at the sixth time and said, “ This is a 

bunch of nonsense. This is not doing any good.” But he 

didn’t stop. Have you stopped ? You have a problem in 

your life, you have some Jericho that defies you this …. ! 

Just keep holding on and waiting on the Lord. The Bible 

says, “ Therefore will the Lord wait that He may be 

gracious.” Israel encompassed the city thirteen times in 

all, thirteen big long looks at the enemy until they became 

convinced that their enemies were to be overcome, not by 

their power but by God’s. A faith that persevered. Is that 

the kind of faith you have ? Are you holding onto the 

Lord for that unsaved loved one ? For that domestic 



 

 

situation that fills you with anxiety ? J.O.Sanders says: “ 

Many prayers are not answered because we have not yet 

completed the thirteenth circuit of our personal Jericho.” 

Ophelia Browning brings this out very beautifully in her 

poem which has been a comfort to many. 
 

Unanswered yet ? Nay, do not say ungranted, 

Perhaps your part is not yet fully done, 

The work began when first your prayer was uttered, 

And God will finish what He has begun. 

If you will keep the incense burning there, 

His glory you shall see, sometime somewhere 

 

“ By faith the walls of Jericho fell down,”  ( Heb 11:30 ) 

 

(e) THE SHOUT OF FAITH: 

 

For look what the Word says in ( 6:16 ) “ And it came to 

pass .... and ( 6:20 ) “ So the people ....,” “ This sudden 

demolition cannot be ascribed to any natural causes. It 

was clearly a miracle.” ( Jamieson ) “ It must be taken as 

it stands; and so taken it intends, beyond all doubt, to 

narrate a miracle.”  ( F. C. Cook )  When did the wall 

down fall flat ? When the people shouted with a great 

shout. In other words this shout of faith arose before the 

walls showed any sign of collapse. It was an outward 

expression of inward confidence in God. It was a shout 

of faith, of confidence in God. ( Acts 27:25 )  Robert 

Moffett, father-in-law of David Livingstone had been 

engaged in missionary work in Bechuanland for seven 

years, but with no visible results. In those days mail to and 

from Scotland, his homeland took six months. In the 

middle of the year his home church wrote inquiring what 

they could send him as a Christmas present. As yet there 

was not a single convert, but in sublime faith Moffatt 

replied, “ A communion set.” When it arrived at 

Christmas was it put to use ? Of course it was. That letter 

had been his shout of faith after he had encircled his 

Jericho for seven years. As many new believers joined 

that missionary in using that Communion set to celebrate 

the Lords death. “ By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

down.” ( Heb 11:30 ) Tell me, what is your personal 

Jericho ? Unconfessed sin ? Unanswered prayer for family 

members ? Some stubborn church problem ? Some 

marital tangle ? The Jericho of fear ? My .... will you turn 

your eyes away from it, to your Commander who knows 

your problem and has promised victory. (1) But let’s look 

at this passage in a second way and notice. 

 

(2) ITS TYPICAL TEACHING 

 

Now remember that an Old Testament type is a figure or 

representation of something to come. My .... it requires no 

fanciful effort on our part to show that Israel’s conquest of 

Jericho typifies the victories won by the Gospel when it is 

faithfully preached and God’s blessing rests on it. 

Looking at the context in this light we notice, 

 

(a) THE ENEMY …… SO POWERFUL: 

 

Look again at ( 6:2 ) What a formidable obstacle to Joshua 

and his army. Yet it fell before them because they were 

obedient to God. Now just as Israel where not only facing 

flesh and blood foes such as the Canaanites so you and I 

must realise that we’re confronting Satanic authority. My 



 

 

…. have we grasp this ? Do we realise this ? That behind 

the very powers of ungodly empires and rulers in our 

world today is Satanic authority ? ( Dan 10:13 ) Behind 

the hardness of men’s hearts to the gospel is, “ the god of 

this world blinding their minds.” ( 2 Cor 4:4 ) Behind the 

resistance of your husband, wife, children to the Word of 

God is Satan. And he’s so powerful. ( Lk 11:21 ) How can 

he be defeated ? How can he be overcome ? Paul gives us 

a clue in ( 2 Cor 10:4 ) when he says, “ For the weapons 

of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to 

the pulling down of strong holds.” You see, it was not so 

much that Paul was great but rather that the weapons he 

used when engaging the forces of darkness were mighty 

though God.  

 

And what were those weapons ? The church is faced with 

its great Jericho today, the grim, gaunt and impregnable 

fortress of modern society and all sorts of expedients have 

been tried to breach it. “ What is needed is decisive 

action,” they say. So we have Christian political action, 

Christian social action, Christian industrial action. But if 

the church were to do today what Joshua did then, that is 

obey God’s command what they would go in for would be 

this. The foolishness of preaching. This is the weapon that 

is mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. 

It hath pleased God “ by the foolish of preaching to save 

them that believe.” ( 1 Cor 1:21 ) The apostles in the early 

church recognised this principle. They said, “ But we will 

give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the Word.” 

( Acts 6:4 ) Samuel had the pattern in his ministry. He 

said, “ Moreover as for me God forbid that I should sin 

against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you, but I will 

teach you the good and the right way.” ( 1 Sam 12:23 ) 

Daniel had the same pattern in his ministry. ( Dan 9:1-4 ) 

Christ had the same pattern in his ministry. ( Mk 1:35-38 ) 

Paul had the same pattern in his ministry.  

( Ro 1:9 Acts 20:18-21 ) My …. have we left this 

emphasis on prayer and the Word of God ? Have we got 

our priorities right ? Are we wielding the weapons God is 

pleased to bless ? 

 

(b) THE ARK …… SO NEEDFUL: 

 

The Ark was there. Their God was with them. Did you 

catch those interesting phrases in ( 6:8, 11 ) ? The Ark of 

the Covenant was placed in the very centre of the 

procession to show everyone that God was in the midst of 

His people. Think of it. God Himself walked around 

Jericho with the Israelites thirteen times. My …. when we 

accept God’s plan we invite God’s presence and that 

guarantees victory. Do you remember the plan Christ left 

us ? He says “ Go ye therefore and teach all nations ….  

and lo I am with alway even unto the end of the world.” 

( Matt 28:19-20 ) Do you go forward into the battle in the 

consciousness that you’re not alone ? Do you act in full 

assurance that the Captain of your Salvation is with you ? 

Do you realise that whether you face responsiveness or 

resistance Christ is by your side ? (a) (b)    

 

(c) THE PRIESTS. …… SO FAITHFUL: 

 

I mean the priests of the holy God of Israel announced 

that God was declaring war on the wicked practices in 

Jericho. ( Num 10:9 ) They blew the trumpets sounding an 



 

 

alarm, so that the sinners might fear. The priests were 

God’s heralds denouncing iniquity, and they were faithful  

to the charge that was committed unto them. ( 6:6-8 ) Do 

you know what these priests remind me of ? The servants 

of the Lord sounding forth the message of judgment. Do 

you recall what God said to Isaiah, “ Cry aloud: spare 

not: lift up thy voice like a trumpet and show my people 

their transgressions.” (Is 58:1 ) Paul makes use of the 

same figure when he writes, “ If the trumpet give an 

uncertain sound who shall prepare himself to battle.”  

( 1 Cor 15:8 ) My …. do you know the thing that should 

concern us as we anticipate the Judgment Seat ? 

Faithfulness. For “ it is required in stewards that a man 

be found faithful.” ( 1 Cor 4:2 ) Did I preach to please the 

people or did I preach to please the Lord ? Was I more 

concerned about causing offence than about displeasing 

God ? Faithfulness. Do you speak the truth in love ?  

 

The sounding of these trumpets by the priests on this 

occasion had a two fold purpose. (1) To inspire with 

courage the people of God.(2) To strike terror into the 

hearts of the Canaanites: And is this not the two-fold 

ministry of the servants of God ? To strengthen the  

hearts of Gods people and to announce God’s judgment 

against those who continue in sin.  On one of the small 

islands in Shetlands there are spectacular cliffs where 

birds gather in their hundreds. Often tourists come to 

watch them. Sometimes however a major tragedy occurs. 

You see walking along the cliffs some visitors fail to see 

where the grass suddenly stops and the cliffs begin. There 

is no natural warning.  

One step might be on solid ground the next, over the cliff 

face. Now if some local where to see a visitor going to 

near the edge do you think it would be melodramatic for 

him to shout a warning? Of course it would be the only 

thing to do. My .... some of our loved ones are walking 

along the edge of the precipice of hell. Will you be 

faithful to them ? Will you be a faithful friend to  

them ? Oh, God give me grace to be a faithful preacher of 

the Gospel. As Robert Murray McCheyne’s  ministry was 

drawing to a sudden close in ( 1843 ) the future of the 

unsaved and the reality of eternal judgment was more 

urgently before the minds of his congregation. He said,  

“ As I was walking through the fields yesterday I was 

overwhelmed by this tremendous thought that everyone I 

preached too would soon stand before God and be sent to 

heaven or hell.” Faithfulness. 

 

A charge to keep I have 

A God to glorify 

A never dying soul to save, 

And fit it for the sky 

 

(d) THE PEOPLE …… SO HELPFUL: 

 

Look if you will at ( 6:7 ) What a picture, the people 

accompanying the priests as they go up to Jericho. My .... 

do you accompany God’s servants in prayer ? Are you  

present as they go forth to sound the gospel trumpet ? 

Do you know what it is not only to pray for the servants of 

God, but to pray with the servants of God ? Don’t ever 

forget that while God servants are “ men sent from God,” 

( Jn 1:6 ) they are still “ men of like passions as you are,”  



 

 

( James 5:17) and they will take all the encouragement 

that you can possibly give them. So we’ve looked at this 

passage Devotionally, Typically but look at, 

 

(3) ITS PROPHETICAL TEACHING 

 

For I want to end on a note of victory. My .... there is a 

day coming when every Jericho in the world will fall. 

Every obstacle to the purposes of God will crumble and  

“ Jesus shall reign where’re the sun ....,” Now don’t think 

of the Canaanites as helpless ignorant people who knew 

nothing about the true God. The nations in Canaan were 

wicked to the core. God had patiently endured the evil of 

the Canaanites from the time of Abraham ( Gen 15:16 ) to 

the time of Moses a period of over 400 years. From the 

exodus to the crossing of Jordan was another 40 years in 

Israel’s history, and the Canaanites knew what was going 

on. ( 2:8-13 ) Every miracle that God performed and every 

victory that God gave His people was a witness to the 

people of the land that judgment was coming. But they 

preferred to go in their own sins and reject God’s repeated 

warnings. So it was Jericho.  

 

Every time that Israel walked around the city God was 

saying “ Judgment is imminent.” The Lord was giving 

them one last chance to turn from their wicked ways. But 

they would not. Except Rahab. And just as Joshua went in 

and brought Rahab out before the city was burned, so the 

Lord Jesus is coming back to take us out of this world 

before the judgment of the world comes. How did this 

Jericho fall ? Well there were the shouts, the voices and 

the sound of the trumpets. ( 6:4 ) What a preview of that 

day when the Lord Jesus will “ come to the air and take 

from the world His own.” Do you recall how Paul puts it 

in ( 1 Thes 4:16-17 ) “ For the Lord Himself shall 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: Then which we are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord.” You see, three unique sounds will usher in 

this glorious event. There will be, 

 

(a) THE SHOUT OF COMMAND: 

 

“ With a shout.” ( 1 Thes 4:16) The word “ shout,” 

means “ command.” ( Jn 5:28-29 ) Now three times in the 

Gospels we are told that the Lord Jesus shouted and each 

time resurrection occurred. The first shout was at the tomb 

of Lazarus. “ Lazarus come forth.” ( Jn 11:43 ) At once 

Lazarus responded. The second shout was at the moment 

of His death. ( Matt 27:50 ) The third shout will be at the 

Rapture. Now at the first shout One man arose. At the 

second shout Many arose, but at the third shout Millions 

will arise. “ The dead in Christ,” (a) 

 

(b) THE VOICE OF SUMMONS: 

 

“ With the voice of the archangel.” ( 1 Thes 4:16 ) Will 

this be Michael ? ( Dan 10:13 Jude 9 ) Michael is 

specially commissioned to protect the saints ( Dan 12:1 

Heb 1:14 ) And here he is protecting the saints from the 

Devil and his angels as they are passing through the aerial 

and stellar regions. ( Eph 6:12 ) 



 

 

(c) THE TRUMP OF ADVANCE: 

 

Indicated by the phrase “ the trump of God.”  

( 1 Thes 4:16 ) The Jewish people were used with 

trumpets. Indeed the various corporate activities of Israel 

were hearlded by trumpets. These trumpets were blown to 

direct Israel’s Walk, Israel’s Warfare and Israel’s 

Worship. ( Num Ch 10 ) The period of time introduced at 

this time is the 70th week of Daniel, the seven years of 

tribulation. My …. this trumpet will be used to usher in 

the final movement of God in relation to Israel but at the 

same time will assemble the church to that meeting 

arranged in the air. 

 

On that bright and golden morning 

When the Son of Man come 

And the radiance of His glory we shall see, 

When from every tribe He shall call His people home 

What a gathering of the ransomed that will be 

 

The Sounds that will greet us. But more important than 

that will be the Sight that will gladden us. “ The Lord 

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout ….,”  

 

Some golden day break Jesus will come 

Some golden day break battles all won 

He’ll shout the victory break through the blue 

Some golden day break for me for you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


