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THE MASTER’S MEN 

Reading: Luke 6:12-16 

1. THE TWELVE 

William Tyndale ( 1494-1536 ) was the first man to print 
the New Testament into the English language. He thought 
it wrong that the common people heard the Bible only in 
Latin and not in their own language. The church leaders of 
his day did not want the Bible in the language of the 
people because like the Pharisees of Christ’s day they 
feared losing their ecclesiastical power. But against their 
opposition Tyndale translated the New Testament into 
English and had it published. William Tyndale, he had a 
plan to put an English Bible in a ploughboy’s hand. He 
studied Greek, learned Hebrew too. So he’d know his 
translation was true. For his efforts he was rewarded with 
exile, poverty and persecution. Finally, in 1536 he was 
strangled and burned at the stake. One of the things that 
motivated Tyndale to translate the Scripture into the 
common language was a survey of English clergy that 
revealed that most of them did not know who the twelve 
apostles were.  

Church leaders and Christians of today might fare just as 
poorly on the test. The teacher of an adult Sunday School 
asked his class to name the 12 apostles. “ That’s easy,”
they said then proceeded to call out “ Peter, James, 
John,” Then with hesitation they added, “ Andrew,

Thomas, Judas.” Then there was more silence, “ Philip, 
Nathanael.” No-one could name the others. I wonder how 
many of us could quote the names of the twelve apostles ?  
Could we name even six ? Yet the twelve were very 
special. They were ordinary men who were made 
extraordinary by their association with Jesus Christ. They 
were the twelve most significant men ever assembled 
together. They were all with the exception of Judas to die 
as martyrs for the cause of Christ. John under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit wrote 5 of the 27 New 
Testament books. Peter wrote two books. We cannot be 
certain but Judas not Judas Iscariot may have been the 
author of Jude and of course Matthew wrote the gospel of 
Matthew. Almost one third of the New Testament books 
were written by members of the twelve. Yet the most 
outstanding characteristic of the twelve was their 
ordinariness.  

A guide in Europe looked at stained glass windows in a 
church depicting the apostles and said to the tourists  
“ What saints the apostles must have been.” But that is a 
misconception. For these were ordinary men, people like 
you and me, who became the instruments through which 
Christ’s message was carried to the ends of the earth. 
When Oliver Cromwell was reforming the church in 
England he gave the command to reduce the golden 
images of saints and apostles and have metal put into 
money. Cromwell cried, “ Melt the saints and put them 
into circulation.” Now that’s what we want to do in this 
series entitled “ The Master’s Men.” We want to melt 
down the apostles and put them into circulation. Now in 



this opening study I was to talk to you about “ The 
Twelve.” Isn’t that a familiar phrase in the gospels ?  
“ And he sat down and called the twelve.” ( Mk 9:35 )  
“ And he took again the twelve,” ( Mk 10:32 ) “ And he 
went out unto Bethany with the twelve.” ( 11:11 ) Let me 
give you three things in relation to “ The Twelve,” for 
notice, 

(1)THE CALLED 

Look if you will at ( 6:13 ) Peter Marshall referred to 
them as “ Disciples in Clay,” and so they were. Peter 
stood there smelling of fish, uncouth and uncultured, 
impulsive and impetuous. Andrew, James and John also 
reeked of fish oil and lacked refinement. Philip appeared 
indecisive, Thomas radiated cynicism, Matthew was 
considered a traitor Simon was a revolutionary and Judas 
was a thief. I mean would you have chosen this lot and 
given them the greatest commission in all the world ? 
Have a look at them for a moment and notice that, 

(a)THEY WERE NUMBERED: 

Do you see ( 6:13 ) ? “ And of then he chose twelve.” No 
more or no less. Christ had numerous disciples ( 10:1 ) 
But from this larger group he issued a special call to 
twelve. Why twelve ? Some Bible scholars point out that 
12 is the number of the world 4 times the number of the 
Trinity 3, thus symbolizing the involvement of God in the 
human family. Also 12 has been called the number of 
govermental perfection. Do you recall that the nation of 
Israel were divided into 12 tribes ? There will be 12 

thrones for judgment on the tribes of Israel ( Matt 19:28 ) 
12 pearly gates in the New Jerusalem ( Rev 21:12 ) 12 
foundations to the city, ( Rev 21:14 ) and 12 manner of 
fruits. ( Rev 22:2 Acts 1:15-26 ) (a) 

(b)THEY WERE NAMED: 

Here were 12 young Jewish men whom the Saviour chose 
to do an extraordinary task. Now 4 lists of names are 
given to us in ( Matthew Ch 10 ) Mark ( Ch 3 ) Luke ( Ch 
9 ) and ( Acts ch 1 ) Its interesting to notice that in these 4 
lists, 

Peter is always mentioned first and Judas always last: 
Now why is Peter mentioned first ? Because Peter was the 
leader of the twelve and each of the 4 lists point this out. 

Each list has 3 groups containing the same 4 members: 
In other words these 12 names seem to fall into 3 groups 
of 4. Group 1: Peter, Andrew James and John: Group 2: 
Philip, Bartholomew ( or Nathanael ) Thomas and 
Matthew: Group 3: James the son of Alpheus, Lebbaeus 
or Thaddaeus or Judas, ( Matt 10:3 ) Simon the Zealot and 
Judas Iscariot. 

Each list contains a decreasing amount of information 
about its members: In other words we know a lot about 
those in group 1, we know a little less about those in 
group 2 and we know very little about those in group 3 
except for Judas.  



Among ‘ the twelve,’ there were extreme contrasts in 
temperament: Peter was a man of action, but John was a 
man of contemplation. Nathanael is always ready to 
believe but Thomas is always skeptical. Matthew worked 
for the Roman government but Simon the Zealot goal was 
to overthrow Rome. My …. if Simon had met Matthew 
anywhere else but in the presence of Christ he would have 
stuck a dagger in him. You see within ‘ the twelve,’ there 
were political differences, spiritual differences, emotional 
differences but the Lord was able to take this 
conglomeration of people and change the world. The 
wonderful story is they did change the world. What about 
us ? I mean we are all so different. Stephen Olford “ God 
does not make duplicates He only makes originals.” There 
is no-one quite like you and me. Yet under the tutelage of 
Christ he is able to change us so that we can change our 
world. 

(c) THEY WERE NORMAL: 

Why did Christ choose fishermen and publicans to be His 
apostles ? In his book “ The Training of the Twelve,” Dr. 
A,B. Bruce says that Christ had to be content with 
fishermen and publicans because “ they were the best that 
could be had.” I mean they were real people, faltering 
mortals who lived on some avenue or street in some 
Galilean town. It appears that only Judas Iscariot came 
from Judaea the other 11 were from Galilee. They were 
not the elite. Galileans were low-class, rural, uneducated 
people. They were commoners, nobodies. None of them 
had any such status. The twelve were like the rest of us. 
Yet is this not how God works ? God’s choice runs 

contrary to mans. “ For ye see your calling brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty 
not many noble are called. But God hath chosen the 
foolish things …. ” ( 1 Cor 1:26-29 ) Why does God 
choose the nobodies ? “ That no flesh should glory in his 
presence,” Are you discouraged because your spiritual life 
is suffering because of sin ? Are you disheartened because 
your spiritual witness is suffering because of failure ? Do 
you just think you are worthless nobody ? My …. 
worthless nobodies are the kind of people God uses 
because that is all He has to work with. Do you feel you 
are a failure this …. ? The teachers of Thomas Edison told 
his parents that their son was too stupid to learn anything. 
He went on to invent the electric light. A 21 year old 
youth working in a dry goods store was judged by his 
employers unfit to meet the public. Do you know his 
name ? F.W.Woolworth.  

Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper because he had no 
good ideas. When he took his drawings to a famous editor 
he was told that he had no real talent, and now we can’t 
get quick enough to Disney World. Look at these men. 
They were a nondescript group heading for oblivion but 
through association with the Lord they ultimately turned 
the world upside down. (a) (b) (c) 

(d)THEY WERE NOTABLE: 

They were unique. Do you what it says in ( 6:13 ) ? The 
word ‘ apostle,’ is derived from a Greek verb ( apostello ) 
which means “ to dispatch away from,” it denoted the 
dispatch of a naval fleet on a military expedition then it 



referred to a group of men sent out for a particular 
purpose. By New Testament times an apostle was a person 
sent out with a message by a supreme power. So the word 
apostle means ‘ to be sent.’ Mark says, “ And he ordained 
twelve that they should be with him and that he might send 
them forth to preach and to have power to heal sicknesses 
and to cast out devils.” ( Mk 3:14-25 )  Why did the Lord 
Jesus give the apostles this power ? To demonstrate that 
they were from Christ. ( Acts 2:43 5:12 8:18 ) I mean the 
apostles had power to work miracles and the purpose of 
this miraculous power was to authenticate their message.  

Is this not where the charismatic argument stands or falls ? 
The Charismatics tell us that there are apostles today and 
hence we can have healings, wonders, tongues and 
miracles. But to be an apostle you had to be chosen 
directly by the Lord Jesus Himself: ( Matt 10:1 ) you had 
to accompany the Lord Jesus from the beginning: 
( Acts 1:21-22 ) you had to be an eye witness of the 
resurrection: ( Acts 1:22 ) You see, though these were 
common men they had an uncommon calling. Their role 
was unique. They were the source of all true church 
doctrine. ( Acts 2:42 ) They were given to edify the 
church. ( Eph 4:11-12 ) They laid the doctrinal foundation 
of the church. ( Jn 16:33 ) Paul says that the household of 
God is “ built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone.” ( Eph 2:20 ) So in its official sense the term  
‘ apostle,’ is restricted to the twelve who uniquely 
possessed these qualifications ( Acts 9:27 1 Cor 15:7 ) 
And when the apostles died the office of apostleship died 
with them. There are no apostles today in this sense, yet 

what does the word “ apostle,” mean ? It means ‘ to 
send,’ you see the job is not done yet and the Saviour is 
saying to you this …. “ as my Father hath sent me even so 
send I you.” ( Jn 20:21 ) (1) 

(2) THE CALLING 

Now as we read the gospels it is difficult at times to 
untangle the different phases or stages of the calling of the 
twelve. I am going to try and simplify by saying that the 
disciples in the first place received, 

(a)A CALL TO SALVATION: 

You see, the Lord Jesus began to deal with ‘ the twelve,’
very near the beginning of His public ministry. Indeed a 
study of the gospels will show that Christ began to save 
members of ‘ the twelve,’ immediately after His baptism. 
Some disciples were introduced to the Lord Jesus the very 
next day after His baptism. Have a look at ( Jn 1:35-43,  
49 ) Do you see how many of the Lord’s disciples are  
here ? Andrew, John, Peter, Philip and Nathanael. They 
were probably disciples of John the Baptist but then they 
heard the evangel, “ Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” ( Jn 1:29 ) And they 
followed Christ. It was a call to salvation. I wonder have 
you heard it ? Have you recognized Jesus Christ as the 
true Lamb of God, the true sacrifice for sin, have you 
embraced Him by faith ? You see, this was the call to 
salvation. And though they followed the Lord Jesus in the 
sense that they submitted to Him, they remained at their 



full time jobs earning a living through regular 
employment.  The next phase of their calling was, 

(b)A CALL TO EDUCATION: 

This is illustrated for us in Matthew ( 4:18-22 ) Mark 
( 1:16-20 ) and Luke ( 5:1-11 ) Do you recall the 
Saviour’s words ? “ Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men.” ( Matt 4:19 ) At this point they had 
already been converted but here the Saviour calls them to 
leave their nets, their secular employment and their homes 
to follow Him exclusively and totally. This is their calling 
into ministry. In phase 1 of their calling they were called 
to salvation, in phase 2 of their calling they were called to 
education. Called away from their employment and 
livelihood to follow the Lord Jesus and be personally 
trained by Him. This was to be their schooling. I wonder 
is God exercising your heart about Christian ministry ? Is 
the Saviour saying to you “ Follow me and I will make 
you ?”  (a) (b) But there is a third phase here, 

(c) A CALL TO COOPERATION: 

Matthew ( 10:1-4 ) and Luke ( 6:12-16 ) describe this 
stage of their calling. It was their calling to apostleship. 
Did you notice ( 6:13 ) ? The term “ disciple,”  mathetes  
means “ learner,” whereas the term “ apostle,”  apostello  
means “ to be sent.” They were the disciples when they 
were learning and the apostles when they were sent. First,  
they were learners then they were sent. And Mark tells us 
that they were sent “ forth by two and two.” ( 6:7 ) You 
see, at this stage they weren’t ready to go it alone, so they 

went along with someone else for support. In this phase 
the Lord stuck closely with them. He was like a mother 
eagle watching his eaglets as they began to fly. They were 
always checking back with Him letting Him know how it 
was going. ( Lk 9:10 10:17 ) And after a couple of seasons 
of evangelistic labour they returned to the Lord and 
remained with Him for an extended time of teaching, 
ministry, fellowship and rest. ( Mk 6:30-34 ) Now are you 
beginning to see how the Lord trained the twelve ? It’s a 
bit different from our strategy which throws new converts 
in at the deep end before they find their feet ? In fact do 
we have any strategy ? Do we have a discipleship 
program that will nurture new converts in the Word of 
God ? Now do you see this calling ? (a) (b) (c) 

(d)A CALL TO PROPAGATION: 

For after the Lord Jesus went back to heaven He sent the 
Holy Spirit who indwelt the disciples and scattered them 
into all the world to disciple the nations. ( Acts 1:8 ) Do 
you see what Dr. Luke says here ? Chosen to be apostles. 
Chosen what for ? Just to be with Christ to enjoy His 
fellowship. No, chosen that they might be sent. Saved, 
that they might save others, blessed that they might 
become a blessing, redeemed that they might preach the 
gospel of redemption. My …. we delight to think that we 
have been called. Called of God. But to what have we 
been called ? To fold our arms, to spend our lives 
congratulating ourselves that we are saved ? No, chosen 
that we may be sent, and saved that we may save others. 
My …. have we forgotten this ? Sure, we rejoice in the 
calling and the choosing but what about the sending ? I 



heard a story about a ship that came across another vessel 
at sea that was in a bad state. A boat was to send the 
examine the derelict ship. On the deck in a huddled heap 
they found a man, in a an awful condition but not dead. 
They took him back with them and they got him on board 
they treated him and fed him and eventually 
consciousness returned. His lips began to move and those 
who bent over him caught this whisper, “ there is another 
man, there is another man.” That saved man’s first 
thought was of the other who needed saving. My …. Is 
this not it ought to be with us ? Saved ourselves we ought 
to remember “ there is another man,” and seek to save 
him. My …. is “ that other man,” one of your family, is 
he in the same street as you, the same office as you, the 
same firm as you. Tell me, what are you doing about “ 
that other man ?” (1) (2) 

(3) THE CALLER 

Look if you will at ( 6:13 ) Now why did the Lord Jesus 
choose them ? Well, they were called in order that they 
might, 

(a)LEARN FROM HIM: 

Mark puts it like this, “ And he ordained twelve that they 
should be with him ….,” ( 3:14 ) Underscore those words 
“ With him,” you see Christ wanted to teach and train 
these men. They were if I may be allowed to put it 
Christ’s apprentices. Just as Joshua was Moses apprentice 
and Samuel was Eli’s apprentice and Timothy was Paul’s 
apprentice, so the twelve were the apprentices of the 

Master. I mean the next months of their lives would be 
filled with intense training. This was the best theological 
education ever. They just wandered around with the Lord. 
They could listen to His teaching, ask Him questions, 
watch how He dealt with people enjoy intimate fellowship 
with Him in every kind of setting. You know learning 
doesn’t take place sitting in a class listening to someone 
lecture. Rather learning takes place by watching 
someone’s life. 

 Being discipled toward godliness isn’t accomplished in a 
ten week class. It’s accomplished by spending time with a 
godly individual walking with him, listening to him, 
feeling his heartbeat and seeing him pray. “ And he 
ordained twelve that they should be with him,” A high 
school girl desperately wanted admission to a certain 
university and wrote on her application “ I’m not a leader 
but I think I’m a good follower.” The admissions officer 
replied, “ Applications for our class indicate that there 
are 599 leaders coming to the college next Autumn to fill 
600 openings. We feel the college is required to admit one 
follower. Please be advised that your application is 
accepted.”  

Here were twelve men who were teachable and twelve 
men who were trained. Mind you it was not an easy 
process. The twelve like us could be thick headed. 
Lacking in understanding: ( Matt 15:15-16 ) in humility:  
( Mk 9:33-37 ) in faith: ( Matt 6:30 ) in commitment:  
( Mk 14:50 ) in power: ( Matt 17:14-21 ) Yet when the 
people of Jerusalem perceived the apostles “ they took 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.”  



( Acts 4:13 ) “ And he ordained twelve that they should be 
with him.” Do you want to be an effective witness ? Well, 
are you learning from Him ? Are you spending time with 
Him ?  

(b)LIVE LIKE HIM: 

Matthew says “ And when he had called unto him his 
twelve disciples he gave them power against unclean 
spirits to cast them out and to heal all manner of 
sickness.” ( 19:1 ) The apostles were able to do the very 
things that Christ did. If you follow their miracles through 
the book of Acts you’ll see that they cast out demons and 
healed the sick, they just lived like Christ, they manifested 
the same power that Christ manifested.  They had power 
over demons, ( the gift of miracles ) they had power over 
disease ( the gift of healing ) and the purpose of this 
miraculous power was to authenticate the message and the 
messenger. “ God also bearing them witness both with 
signs and wonders and with divers miracles and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost according to his own will.” ( Heb 2:4 )  
You see, they did the same things that Christ did, they 
said the same things Christ said, they loved the same way 
Christ loved and when Christ finished with them they 
went out as living mirrors reflecting Him. That’s why 
people ended up calling them Christians that is, “ little
Christs.” Tell me, are you living like Him ? Is your 
constant desire “ to be like Jesus, to be like Jesus ?”  

(c) LABOUR FOR HIM: 

“ And he ordained twelve that they should be with him 
and that he might send them forth to preach.” ( Mk 3:14 ) 
My …. It’s not enough to be saved, not enough to be 
called to serve Christ, not enough to be trained. When all 
of that is done we must go into the world to reach the lost 
and make disciples. ( Matt 28:19-20 ) My …. we have 
been made disciples in order to make disciples. We are to 
carry on the same discipling process that our Saviour used 
with the twelve. Chosen to learn from Him, to live like 
Him and to labour for Him. An old legend imagines Christ 
arriving in heaven after His ascension, welcome by all the 
angels. Then the angel Gabriel asks the Saviour, “ Master 
you suffered much dying for the sins of the lost. Does 
everyone down on earth know about it ?” “ Oh no,”
replied the Saviour “ just a handful of folks in Jerusalem 
and Galilee know about it.” “ Well, Master,” continued 
Gabriel “ what is your plan for everyone to know of your 
great love ?” The Master replies, “ I told my apostles to 
tell others who will in turn tell others until the last person 
in the farthest corner has heard the story.”

Gabriel’s face clouds for he sees a flaw in the plan, “ 
What if after awhile Peter forgets and goes back to his 
fishing on Galilee, also James and John and Andrew. 
Suppose Matthew returns to his tax booth in Capernaum 
and all the others lose their zeal and just don’t tell others. 
What then ?” After a pause comes the calm voice of the 
Lord Jesus “ Gabriel I have no other plan.” My …. the 
apostles did their job well, but the great commission has 
not yet been fulfilled. “ There is another man,” ( repeat ) 
This mission gives you an opportunity to reach that other 
man. Will you grasp it ?  


