
Place: Lurgan Baptist 20:11:2016 

THE MASTER’S MEN 

14. Simon the Zealot 

Reading: Luke 6:12-16 

There once was a great concert violinist who wanted to 
demonstrate a very important point, so he rented a music 
hall and announced that would play a concert on a 20,000 
dollar violin, On the night of the concert the place was 
packed with violin lovers, curious to hear such an 
expensive instrument played. The violinist came on stage 
and gave a wonderful performance. When he was done he 
bowed and took their applause but suddenly, he threw the 
violin to the ground, stomped it to pieces and walked off 
the stage. The people were horrified. The stage manager 
then came out and said, “ Ladies and gentlemen, to put 
you at ease the violin that was just destroyed was only a 
20 dollar violin. He will now return to play on the 20,000 
dollar instrument.” He did so and few people could tell 
the difference.  

The point that he wanted to make was well illustrated and 
the point was this. It isn’t the violin that makes the 
music, it’s the violinist. Now most of us are 20 dollar 
violins at best, but in the Master’s hands we can make 
beautiful music. You see, the Lord uses all kinds of 
unqualified people doesn’t He ? And He can use you and 
me. 

You see, since nobody is qualified, the Lord only has one 
alternative to use the unqualified to do the impossible. Is 
this not how God works ? He moves into lives with His 
saving and sanctifying grace and transforms people into 
useful instruments to fulfil His purposes. I mean look at 
some of the unqualified people God has used. 

Noah got drunk and conducted himself in a lewd way. 
Abraham doubted God and lied about his wife. 
Moses was a murderer struck the rock instead of speaking 
to it. 
Aaron, the high priest led Israel in worship of the golden 
calf and the accompanying orgy. 
Samson was a man with a lustful attraction for the 
opposite sex. 
David, was a an adulterer, a murderer and a man with 
such bloody hands that God would not let him build the 
Temple. 

Solomon had many wives who turned away his heart from 
following the Lord. 
Jonah defied God in direct disobedience and got terribly 
upset when the Gentile city of Nineveh was converted. 
Elijah was able to handle 850 false priests and prophetrs 
but ran from the threat of a woman. 
Paul was a former Christian killer. 
Timothy was ashamed of Christ and had to be rebuked by 
Paul. 

You see, if you just follow the flow of the people the Lord 
used you will see a march of the unqualified. Is this not 
what the 12 disciples were like ? Just a group of 



unqualified men like you and me. But then the Lord is in 
the business of taking rough material and transforming it 
by His power to be the extension of His work in the 
world. Is this not what the Master did with Simon the 
Zealot ? Now two Simons are among the Twelve, the well 
known Simon Peter and the obscure Simon the Zealot. In 
fact the Zealot is only mentioned in the four lists of the 
disciples, ( Matt 10:4 Mk 3:18 Lk 6:15 Acts 1:15 ) and he 
is always listed near the end of the Twelve. In two 
accounts he is 11th, in the other two, 10th. Since Judas 
Iscariot was always 12th that makes Simon the Zealot 
either last or next to last. But though his rank was lowly, 
he was high among the Lord’s many disciples for Christ 
did choose him to be a member of the Twelve. I want to 
draw your attention to three aspects of his life. 

(1)HIS POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 

Do you see his name in ( 6:15 ) “ Simon called Zelotes,”
or “ Simon the Zealot.” In Matthew and Mark he is called  
“ Simon the Cananite,” but that is not a reference to the 
land of Canaan or the village of Cana, rather it comes 
from the Hebrew root qanna which means “ to be 
zealous.” Simon was at one time a member of the political 
party known as the Zealots. In other words, this man was 
a Jewish extremist. Now in order to set Simon in some 
sort of historical context we need to look for a moment or 
two at this group of which Simon was a member. Now 
think of the Zealots, 

(a)BEFORE THE TIME OF CHRIST: 

You see, the roots of the Zealots went back to 167 B.C. 
when an aged priest, Mattathias raised the standard of 
revolt against Antioches Epiphanes. Do you recall that we 
met this man when studying the Book of Daniel ? Let me 
just refresh your memory. Turn to ( Dan 8:8-9 ) Now the 
make goat is Greece. ( 8:21 ) But now we are introduced 
to The Large Horn: the great horn is identified in ( 8:21 ) 
as “ the first king.” Well, who was the first king of  
Greece ? Alexander the Great. The Large Horn: but 
notice The Leading Horns: ( 8:8 ) Following Alexander’s 
death his kingdom was divided among his four leading 
generals. Ptolemy took the Southern part .... Egypt. 
Seleucus took the Eastern part .... Syria. Cassander took 
the Western part .... Greece. Lysimachus took the Northern 
part .... Asia Minor. So we have noticed The Large Horn: 
The Leading Horns: but do you see the Little Horn ? 
Look at ( 8:9 ) That is, coming from one of the four horns, 
one of Alexander’s Generals, came forth a little horn.  

Well, who was this “ little horn,” of  ( Ch 8 ) ? You may 
never have heard of this man in your ancient history 
courses in school but this prophecy was fulfilled in a 
person called Antiochus Epiphanes. His name, means  
“ Antiochus, God Manifest.”  He was a Syrian. Remember 
that Syria was one of the four divisions of Alexander’s 
Empire. He came to the throne in 175 B.C. and ruled until 
164 B.C. He was Anti-Semitic. For after trying to conquer 
the world and being stopped by Roman armies, he turned 
his fury on Jerusalem and sacked the city. He killed some 
80,000 Jews and sold another 40,000 into slavery. You 
see, this man who is a picture of the Anti-Christ yet to 
come attacked the Saints: ( 8:10 Gen 15:22 ) the 



Sanctuary: ( 8:11 ) and the Scriptures: ( 8:12 ) What a 
time of persecution this was for the Jews. ( 171 B.C- 165 
B.C ) In those awful days of persecution there was a 
Jewish priest, Mattathias who lived in a town outside of 
Jerusalem. One day an emissary from Antiochus came to 
him and said “ You are ordered to bow down before the 
altar of Jupiter, our Greek god.” My …. Mattathias was 
so angry over this order that when a Jew came to worship 
Jupiter, the old priest killed the Jew, then killed the officer 
who made the Jew bow. Through him and his son Judas 
Maccabeus the Maccabean revolt began. Victory was won 
over Antiochus, the temple was cleansed and Jewish 
sacrifices restored. When Mattathias was dying he said 
“ And now my children be zealous for the law and give 
your lives for the covenant of your fathers.” Of course the 
Maccabean period came to an end with the Roman 
conquest. So think of the Zealots (a) and now think of the 
Zealots, 

(b)AT THE TIME OF CHRIST: 

You see, there were four parties among the Jews at this 
time. The Pharisees, they were the religious 
fundamentalists, the Sadducees were the religious liberals, 
the Essenes were the celibates who lived in the desert and 
studied the Law. The Zealots were the politically minded 
boys. The Zealots hated the Romans and their goal was to 
overthrow the Roman occupation. Under the leadership of 
Judas the Galilean who is mentioned in ( Acts 5:37 ) the 
Zealots went on a rampage of murder, plunder and 
destruction. The Romans finally murdered Judas but they 
could not put out the Zealot’s fire. Finally in A.D 70 the 

Romans destroyed Jerusalem and slaughtered people in 
985 towns in Galilee where the Zealot’s attacks were the 
fiercest. After the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 the 
Zealots came under the leadership of a man called 
Eleazar. There were only a few zealots left but they 
continued their guerrilla-type activities against the 
Romans. And now they had discovered a retreat called 
Masada a remote “ fortress in the sky.” Finally however 
the Romans captured Masada but do you know how the 
zealots died ? Rather than by taken by the Romans 
Eleazar made a flaming speech urging all the men to 
slaughter their own wives and children and then commit 
suicide. They took him at his word tenderly embraced 
their wives and children and began their bloody work. 
About 960 people perished, 2 women and 5 children 
escaped by hiding in a cave. The Zealots hatred of Rome 
ran so deep that they killed themselves before they would 
let the Romans take their lives. Now are you beginning to 
see something of Simon’s past ? 

He was a freedom fighter, willing to risk life and limb for 
his country. He had a kindred with an American poet 
called Patrick Henry who said, “ Give me liberty or 
death.” If we had been on the committee for  the  
selection  of  apostles Simon  Zelotes  would  never  have  
been  nominated  to   that   select group.  Some  might  
even  question  the  wisdom  of  Christ  for   His selection 
of Simon.  Would  not  his  presence  cast  suspicion  on  
the apostolate? Would not this agitator stir up the  rest ?  
Such  questions stem from  worldly  wisdom. The  choice  
of  Christ  was  a  perfect choice and it was the result of 
heavenly wisdom.  You see Divine  Wisdom  has a perfect 



knowledge  of  human  nature  and  capabilities. The Lord 
Jesus knew how Simon would fit into His program, and 
He called this  man  of  fire to spread the fires of the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. (1) 

(2)HIS SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

For this most fanatic of persons was to become useful in 
the service of the Lord. Now, 

(a)WHY WAS SIMON ATTRACTED TO CHRIST ? 

Was it because of the Passion of the Lord Jesus ?
You see, the Saviour had great zeal. From early morning 
to late at night He was forever doing his Father’s business, 
even to the sacrificial disregard of His own personal 
comfort. ( 2:49 ) He worked so hard that one day He fell 
asleep in the midst of a boat on a violent storm.  
( Mk 4:38 ) Christ bent every energy to His main goal in 
life. He possessed an enthusiasm which could not be 
doused by setbacks. I wonder was Simon attracted to 
Christ because of His zeal ? 

Was it because of the Preaching of the Lord Jesus ?
I mean Simon saw Christ lash out against evil. He heard 
His scathing remarks pronounced on the hypocritical 
Pharisees. ( Matt 23:27 ) He witnessed the cleansing of 
the Temple as Christ overthrew the tables and whipped the 
money changers. Did Simon misinterpret this show of zeal 
against dead Judaism as a revolt against Rome ? 

Was it because of the Power of the Lord Jesus ?
Simon saw His miraculous power. The sick were healed 
the multitudes were fed, the water was changed to wine, 
why the dead were raised. Simon had never witnessed 
such power before. Why was Simon attracted to the 
Saviour ? 

Was it because of the Person of the Lord Jesus ?
Had Jewish prophets not predicted a Heavenly Son of 
Man descending to earth, destroying the wicked, 
delivering the righteous and reigning forever in a kingdom 
of holiness ? ( Dan 7:13-14 12:1-2 ) Did Simon see in 
Christ a reformer with all the potential for revolution 
which he hoped would one day sweep the Romans out of 
his beloved country ? My …. Simon was not alone in that 
thought. The Jews longed for a Messiah that would bring 
freedom from Rome. They wanted to hail Christ as King. 
( Jn 6:141-5 ) They cheered Him as He entered the city of 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. ( Matt 21:8-9 ) They expected 
a visible overthrow even the apostles were looking for 
this. “ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel ?” ( Acts 1:6 )  

Simon may have been attracted to Christ for all of those 
reasons and one day the confrontation came. The Saviour 
challenged him to become one of His disciples. Simon 
was invited to become part of a revolution but this to be a 
revolution of love. Can I ask, are you attracted to Christ ? 
Do you see in Him the Son of God, the Sovereign of the 
Universe, the Saviour of the world ? Do you see in Christ 
One who can give pardon for your past, power for your 
present and a prospect for your future ? (a) But, 



(b)WHY WAS CHRIST ATTRACTED TO SIMON ? 

Do you not find it strange that the Saviour should choose 
Simon ? Simon, from the Zealot party. Simon the fanatic 
patriot. Simon the hot blooded rebel. I mean how different 
were the aim’s of Simon and Christ. Simon wanted 
political victory but the Master would soon teach “ 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s.”
( Matt 22:21 ) Simon relied on the sword but Christ would 
say to such, “ they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword.” ( Matt 26:52 ) Was the choice of Christ 
unwise ? Would the Saviour not always be under 
suspicion ? “ Do you not have among your followers one 
of those freedom fighters who wanted to overthrow  
Rome ?” It was risky business to choose Simon. It’s risky 
business for Christ to choose us. You see, the Lord Jesus 
wanted a cross section for the apostolic band. He wanted 
the Twelve to be a miniature congregation which included 
all kinds. You see, 

Christ Could Change Simon’s Heart: 

To his zeal Christ could add knowledge, to his passion 
Christ could add love. An airplane left Los Angeles in 
California for Hawaii. After a couple of hours the zealous 
pilot announced, “ I am sorry to inform you that we are 
lost. However, we are making good time.”  

Christ Could Challenge Simon’s Friends: 

Christ knew this man’s secret heart. His zeal would serve 

as a spark to charge the whole group. His enthusiasm 
contagious would be a challenge to the rest. Did you ever 
think how Simon and Matthew got on ? Matthew was sold 
out to Rome, Simon hated Rome. Matthew was a turncoat, 
Simon was a patriot. Matthew was an instrument of 
burden, Simon was an enemy of oppression . Had they 
met under any other circumstances Simon would have 
stuck a dagger in him. What made Simon one with this 
group and one of this group was their common love for 
Lord. My …. is it not the same with us ? We may have 
little or nothing in common with each other but what 
unites is our common love for the Lord.  

Christ Could Channel Simon’s Zeal: 

You see, here was a man with a consuming passion and 
Christ wanted such zeal in His group. If that unbounded 
enthusiasm could be harnessed. If that zeal could be put 
on the right track, what a fire brand this would make. 
Simon’s zeal needed to be curbed, and consecrated and 
channelled in the right direction. What about your zeal ? 
Do you know what Lenin said on one occasion ? “ I 
would rather have ten fanatics than ten thousand placid 
followers.” Strange is it not that so many Christians get 
excited about everything and anything but the Lord and 
His work. Listen to his name again. Simon the Zealot.

After how many names in this congregation could that 
title be given ? Could it be written after yours ? Have you 
been zealous for God ? Could you in all sincerity write 
your name and then add this epithet – the zealot. We can 
be zealous and enthusiastic over so many things. What 



about business ? We can be tremendously zealous in 
giving up body and soul to the making of money. What 
about politics ? We go out of our way to gain our man 
elected. What about things ? We are quite willing to spend 
money and time on them. What about sport ? Many 
professing Christians who yell like wild Indians on 
Saturday sit like wooden Indians at church on Sunday.  
My …. have we lost our zeal ? (1) (2)  

(3)HIS CONTINUAL TEMPERAMENT 

You see Simon never ceased to be known as “ The 
Zealot.” ( 6:15 ) Now the word “ zeal,” comes from a 
Greek root meaning “ boiling, or boiling hot.” It’s use in 
the New Testament is designed to describe the Christian’s 
temperament which is fired and enthused by the 
indwelling Spirit. You see, this was Simon’s continual 
temperament for he was ever known as “ Simon the 
Zealot.” Did you know that zeal, 

(a)IS EXPECTED IN THE PEOPLE OF GOD: 

Do you know why Christ gave Himself for us ? That we 
might be “ zealous of good works.” ( Titus 2:14 ) Do you 
know that the Bible has much to say about zeal ? For 
example I read of Phinehas: when he saw an Israelite with 
a Midianitish woman commit sins of immorality in front 
of all the people of God do you know what he did ? He 
took a spear and drove it through the both of them. Do 
you know what God said ? “ Phinehas …. was zealous for
my sake.” ( Nun 25:11 )  I read of Jehu: You say “ Who’s 
Jehu ?” Well, some of you should know, because you 

drive your cars like Jehu for of him we read “ he driveth 
furiously,” ( 2 Kings 9:20 ) but far more importantly than 
that, he said on one occasion “ come with me and see my 
zeal for the Lord.” ( 2 Kings 10:16 ) I think of Apollos:
for we read that he was “ fervent in the spirit.”
( Acts 18:25 ) I think of Paul: as he threw his life and 
energy into the spread of the gospel he says “ I laboured 
more abundantly than they all yet not I but the grace of 
God which was with me.” ( 1 Cor 15:10 ) I think of Henry 
Martyn: of Cambridge University who reached the shores 
of India and made this entry in his journal “ I desire to 
burn out for God.” I think of Charles Spurgeon: who said  
“ In my opinion earnestness is the most essential quality 
in winning souls.” When a church leader was asked how 
his church could be helped spiritually he answered “ Send 
us an enthusiast someone with zeal.” Is that not the person 
who Simon was ? 

Someone who would get all excited about the Lord. I 
mean when we become personally aware that our sins are 
forgiven, that heaven is our sure home, that in every trial 
we have a Saviour who can see us through, shouldn’t we 
be inwardly leading for joy ? Wouldn’t we be more like 
Simon if we could get less concerned about things that 
matter little and more excited about things that really 
count for eternity ? (a) 

(b)IS DIRECTED THROUGH THE WORD OF 
GOD: 

For through God’s Word we are directed and instructed  
concerning the things we are to be zealous in. Did you 



know that the New Testament tells us to be, 

Zealous in the Matter of Giving: Do you know what Paul 
said about the Corinthian Church ? He was speaking about 
the matter of giving and he said this, “ Your zeal hath 
provoked very many.” ( 2 Cor 9: 2 ) Wouldn’t that be 
lovely if that could be said of this church ? That our zeal 
in giving to the work of God hath provoked, stirred up 
other Christians to give. 

Zealous in the Matter of Serving: Paul writing to the same 
church said, “ Even so ye forasmuch as ye are zealous of 
spiritual gifts seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
church.” ( 1 Cor 14:12 ) My …. are we zealous in our 
ministry to the saints ? 

Zealous in the Matter of Living: for Christ has redeemed 
us that be “ zealous of good works.” ( Titus 2:14 ) (a) (b) 

(c) RESPECTED BY THE SON OF GOD: 

Do you recall what Christ says to the church at Laodicea ? 
“ So then because thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor 
hot I will spue thee out of my mouth.” ( Rev 3:16 ) A little 
girl came home from Sunday School and her mother 
asked her to recite the text she had learned. “ Many are 
called but few are chosen.” It came out like this “ Many 
are cold and a few are frozen.” Well, the Lord prefers hot 
fanaticism or icy cold formalism than lifeless lame 
lukewarmness. My …. it’s this respectable, nominal, skin 
deep profession He cannot tolerate. Indeed it makes Him 
vomit. He says “ You make Me sick at my stomach. I’m 

going to throw you up and spit you out, I can’t stand it.”
Do you know why ? Because this condition misrepresents  
Him. For when you read the gospels and study the life of 
Christ, you’ll discover He was on fire. Many legends 
surround Simon’s missionary journeys. Some sources say 
that after the destruction of Jerusalem Simon took the 
gospel north and preached in the British Isles. Others say 
that he went to Asia Minor, northern Africa, the Black sea 
area, Babylon and Persia. There is no reliable record of 
what happened to him but all accounts say that he was 
killed for preaching the gospel. What a rebuke Simon is to 
our coldness and lukewarmness. Does this describe your 
heart ? Are you lukewarm ? Apathetic ? Half-hearted ? 
Careless ? Is the glow gone ? Is your passion missing ? 
Are you lukewarm about the Scriptures ? About prayer ? 
Is there a burning zeal in your heart to be in the presence 
of God ? Or are you bored to death with prayer ? Are you 
lukewarm about witnessing ? Do you ever care that lost 
people are on their way to an eternal hell ?  

My …. we need the zeal of a John Knox who said “ Give 
me Scotland or I die.” We need men like David 
Livingstone who was willing to go anywhere as long as it 
was forward. We need men like D.L. Moody who heard it 
said “ The world has yet to see what God can do through, 
and by, and with a man who is totally surrendered to 
Him.” Moody said “ I’ll be that man.” Do we need to 
pray afresh, 

 “ O Thou who camest from above, 
The celestial fire to impart: 

kindle a flame of sacred love: 
on the mean altar of my heart.” 




