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THE MASTER’S MEN 

2. PETER: THE WAY UP 

Reading: John 1:29-42 

When the teacher of an adult Sunday School Class was 
the listing the personality traits of the twelve disciples a 
lady exclaimed “ I like Peter best of all.” Dear, old Peter 
we cannot help but love him for of all the followers of  
the Lord Jesus, Simon Peter is undoubtedly the most 
colourful. This man whom Lloyd Douglas calls “ The Big 
Fisherman,” dominates the Gospel Record and holds a 
unique place in the first part of the Acts of the Apostles.  
After the name of the Lord Jesus no name is mentioned so 
much as Peter. No disciple speaks so often and so much as 
Peter, and our Lord Jesus speaks more to Peter than to any 
other disciple. We know that his record is given to us in 
the four gospels, the book of Acts and the two epistles that 
bear his name. Scholars have called attention to the fact 
that in the 4 Gospels you have The Training of Peter. In 
the book of Acts you have The Testimony of Peter, and in 
the Epistles you have The Teaching of Peter.  In those 
days Simon was a very common name. His full name at 
birth was Simon Bar-Jonah ( Matt 16:17 ) meaning  
“ Simon son of Jonah or Simon son of John.”  

When Simon met the Lord Jesus he was a fisherman by 
trade and lived with his brother Andrew, also a fisherman. 
Originally he hailed from Bethsaida ( 1:44 ) but later 

moved to Capernaum. ( Matt 8:14) We know that Simon 
was married because the Lord healed his mother in law.  
( Mk 1:30 1 Cor 9:5 ) Therefore he could not have been 
the first pope as Roman Catholicism claims. So this 
fisherman named Simon had a common name, a common 
trade, and a common marital status. When we meet 
Simon in the gospels he is always asking questions. ( Matt 
18:21 19:27 ) He is a man who is deeply stirred by the 
words and actions of the Saviour. ( Lk 5:8 ) He blows hot 
and cold. He’s up and down. You see Peter is so much like 
you and me. It’s with Peter that we can identify so much 
in our lives. Now I want to look at Peter for four Sunday 
mornings. I am indebted to Dr. Donald Hubbard who 
divides his life chronologically though the time frame 
may be uneven.  

So this …. I want to take Peter when he first me the Lord 
Jesus at Bethabara or Bethany in Galilee at the Jordan 
River and take him to that magnificent moment when he 
confessed the Saviour at Caesarea Philippi. Then we want 
to look at Peter as he walks with the Lord Jesus from 
Caesarea Philippi to the cross. Then in the third place we 
want to look at Peter from the resurrection to Galilee. 
Then finally we want to examine him from the day of 
Pentecost and beyond. Now in order to get a handle on 
these studies lets simply call it, 

1. Peter, the Way Up: 
2. Peter, the Way Down: 
3. Peter, the Way Back: 
4. Peter, the Way Forward: 



This …. as we look at the life of Peter everything is 
glorious. He is on his way up, from Bethabara to Caesarea 
Philippi and there are three episodes in his life at this 
stage. In ( Jn Ch 1 ) we see Peter Meeting the Lord Jesus: 
In ( Matt Ch 4 ) we see Peter Following the Lord Jesus, 
and then in ( Matt ch 16 ) we see Peter Confessing the 
Lord Jesus. Let’s look firstly at,  

(1)His Confrontation with the Lord Jesus 

The record of Peter’s face to face meeting with Christ is 
given in ( Jn Ch 1 ) Peter was not present when Andrew 
first met the Lord, ( 1:39 ) but he eagerly responded to the 
invitation to meet one who would revolutionise his life. 
Never would he forget that searching look or prophetic 
utterance “ Thou art …. thou shalt be.” ( 1:42 ) You see, 
Peter was, 

(a)BROUGHT TO THE LORD JESUS: 

Do you see ( 1:42 ) ? “ And he brought him to Jesus.”  If 
you want to characterize the life of Andrew its very 
simple. He was the one who was always bringing people 
to Christ. In ( Jn Ch 1 ) he brings his brother to Christ. In  
( Jn Ch 6 ) he brings a lad to Christ. In ( Jn Ch 12 ) he 
brings some Greeks to Christ. I mean is this not the best 
kind of brother Peter could have had ? Now Andrew had 
none of Peter’s fervour and fire. He was not nearly as 
outgoing, flamboyant and impetuous as Peter. But Andrew 
had become a disciple of John the Baptist and with John’s 
encouragement Andrew and John followed after the Lord 
Jesus and discovered to their hearts great joy that the 

Messiah had indeed come. Can you imagine Andrew 
bursting into that Galilean home one day and saying, 
“ Simon where are you ? I say Simon we’ve found Him. 
We’ve found the Messiah we’ve found the Christ. I’ve just 
met Him, Jesus the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, 
the promised Messiah.” And one of the great burdens that 
Andrew had was, that he might take his brother and bring 
his brother to Christ. This immediately raises a most 
challenging issue. It’s the issue of our relationships as 
believers with other members of our families who are yet 
outside of Christ. A tender point isn’t it ? Yet is it not 
God’s desire that we reach our loved ones without Christ ? 
( Mk 5:19 ) Now let’s be frank. So often our oddities, our 
bitterness, our family feuds, our selfishness, our 
unfriendliness closes the door between us and our family 
that what we say conveys nothing of God at all. On the 
other hand when we have earned their confidence we have 
a key to their hearts. Now I think that Andrew had a key 
to Simon’s heart. 

He had emerged from the school of the home with great 
skill in human relations. You see, in that home where he 
had such a tumultuous brother Andrew learned to be 
gracious, amiable and approachable. My …. are you like 
Andrew ? Amiable, approachable and thereby potentially 
helpful in bringing your family to Christ. You see, God 
wants us to start at home. Some time ago a business man 
was walking by the door of a restaurant. A poor boy with 
his nose against the pane was looking inside. “ Are you 
hungry ?” asked the man. The boy replied, “ Sure am 
Mister.” Taking the boy inside the man ordered a lavish 
meal for him but the boy kept looking outside showing no 



interest in the delicious food. The man tapped him on the 
shoulder, “ Why don’t you eat, you said you were  
hungry ?” The boy answered, “ Do you see that boy, 
looking in through the window that’s my little brother. 
How can I eat with him standing there looking at me like 
that ?” The man brought the younger brother in and what 
a feast they had. My …. have you family still outside ? 
Outside of Christ. Have you given them an invitation to 
the gospel feast ? Or could it be that you have lost your 
burden for them ? I mean when last did you seek out a 
soul and bring them to the place where they can hear the 
Word and have a face to face meeting with the Lord ? (a)  

(b)BEHELD BY THE LORD JESUS: 

“ And when Jesus beheld him ….,” ( 1:42 ) The Lord 
Jesus looked both at him and into him as only God 
Himself can look. ( Mk 14:66-67 ) The word here is an 
interesting word. It does not mean “ to glance, or gaze 
rather the word describes a concentrated, intent, 
penetrating gaze.” Christ looked through Peter. The Lord 
saw that Peter’s nature was volcanic, impulsive and 
impetuous. ( Matt 14:28 Jn 18:10 ) He knew that quick 
decision, reckless courage, and rash speech were traits in 
this man’s life. ( 18:10 21:3 Matt 16:23 ) That’s why He 
said, “ Thou art,” Christ saw the actualities in Simon 
Peter, but He saw the Possibilities in Simon Peter. “ Thou 
shalt be ….,” The Lord Jesus saw him not only as he was 
but as he would eventually become. Someone once came 
to Michaelangelo while he was chipping away with his 
chisel at a hugh, shapeless piece of rock. The man asked 
the sculptor what he was doing. He replied, “ I am

releasing the angel that is imprisoned in the marble.” My 
…. the Lord Jesus is the master sculptor who sees the 
hidden potential within us and patiently chips away at 
those flaws that hinder our Christlikeness. If we keep 
following Him He will gradually change us into what we 
ought to be. So Peter was (a) (b) and he was, 

(c) BLESSED THROUGH THE LORD JESUS: 

The Lord Jesus who knows the potential that is wrapped 
up in each one of us makes a statement about Simon Peter 
that I think must have hit Peter with bewildering force. He 
simply says, “ Thou art Simon …. thou shalt be called 
Cephas.” ( 1:42 ) Now I’m sure that Peter never thought 
that he could be anything else other than Simon the 
fisherman. But he is going to be blessed by Christ. Here is 
the Lord Jesus changing his name indicating that through 
a period of time the Lord would change his nature. Now 
he is going to be known as Cephas which is Aramaic or 
Peter which is Greek. Now the name Peter which meant 
stone or rock spoke of firmness, stability, strength and 
faithfulness all a contrast to his character deficiencies.  
Jona means “ dove.” Now do you see what Christ is 
saying to Simon ? “ So you are Simon the son of Jona a 
young dove, fluttering around from place to place without 
a clear purpose, flying about in circles high and low, here 
and there at the whim of a fancy. I’ll make you a different 
man thou shalt be called Peter which means Stone, I’ll 
give you a rock-like character.”

Bless God for instantaneous salvation but be wary of 
instantaneous holiness for it does not come that way, 



rather it is the result of a long and painful process. Peter 
knew that. Indeed it’s interesting to notice that in the 
Gospels he is frequently called by his Simon name but in 
the Book of Acts he is referred to as Peter almost 
exclusively. You see, his rock like character was taking 
over but the old Simon still lurked near the surface.  
( Gal 2:12 ) It seems that whatever Christ called him sent 
him a subtle message. If he called him Simon He was 
signalling that he was acting like his old self. If He called 
him Peter he was commending him for acting the way he 
ought to be acting. Much of the time Peter would seem to 
be in control then Simon would take over as he blundered 
again. My …. Do you know the experience ? It’s the 
conflict between the old and new natures. One fellow 
wrote a label “ Please be patient with me ‘ GINFWNY.’”
He then explained it, “ God is not finished with me yet.”

Now let me pause. Do you recall when you first met 
Christ ? For some of us it’s been a number of years. And 
the years which have come and gone in the ministry, 
business, work may have robbed something of the impact 
that came into our hearts when we first met the Lord and 
became aware that He is indeed who He claimed to be. 
None other than the Son of God. But have we taken Him 
so much for granted that the impact of Christ is no longer 
fresh in our hearts ? My …. is this not what happens ? 
Christ can become so familiar to us that we no longer 
sense the dynamism of His life or the deity of His  
person ? Now come with me to ( Matt Ch 4 ) You see, 
after this incident in ( Jn Ch 1 ) Peter went back for a 
while to the fishing business and then came that day that  
( Matt Ch 4 ) introduces to us when suddenly the Lord 

Jesus came to where Peter and Andrew, James and John 
are working. Now let’s see what happened. ( Matt 4:122 
Mk 1:16-20 ) So in Episode number 1 we have (1) Here is 
episode no 2  

(2)A Call from the Lord Jesus 

Do you see it ? “ Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” ( Matt 4:19 ) Now this incident took place several 
months after Peter’s initial meeting with Christ. Peter and 
Andrew went back to Capernaum where they were heirs 
to a family fishing business and continued their fishing 
career until this exact moment. This is where they left 
fishing for a more permanent full time discipleship. What 
was Christ calling them to do ? What was to be their 
vocation, task, business ?  “ Fishers of men.” ( 4:19 )  
Luke also uses a fishing metaphor he talks about  
“ catching men,” ( Lk 5:10 ) Now all of this brings before 
us a vivid picture. This fallen world is a vast dark sea of 
sin and men are dying in it. They have no future except 
sure destruction. They cannot rescue themselves from this 
living death. They cannot enter the kingdom in their own 
strength ( Rom 5:6 ) And this is why the Lord Jesus 
ordains it that we His people should become “ fishers of 
men.”  

This is why He summons Simon and his friends to move 
with Him alongside the sea of death throwing out the nets 
to gather in the unsaved ones and transfer them by the 
Word of God, through the Spirit of God into the kingdom 
of God. The redeemed are to gather in the unredeemed. 
The saved are to gather in the unsaved. That is the picture. 



But here is the tragedy. So very few are doing it. There are 
very few concerned hearts in the church of Christ. An old 
Puritan used to speak of having a “ concern.” A passion 
for souls is rare about Christians today. The great mass of 
professing Christians do not feel any responsibility for the 
souls of their fellow-men. Has it ever dawned on you that 
you are your brother’s keeper ?  

Oh for a passionate passion for souls 
Oh for a pity that yearns 

Oh for a love that loves unto death 
Oh for a fire that burns 

When did we last shed tears because of men and women 
who are unsaved ? When did we last lose sleep over the 
peril that awaits the lost ? Can I ask you a personal 
question. Are you saved ? Are you in ? Are you far in ? 
Are you getting others in ? Surely if the Spirit of Christ is 
in us we shall show some of His concern. R. A. Torrey the 
great man of prayer said, “ I would like to ask what right 
does a man have to call himself a follower of Jesus Christ 
if he is not a soul-winner.” “ Fishers of men.” Now if 
look closely at the context here you will discover three 
elements in this calling. 

(a) THE ELEMENT OF CLARITY 

Christ’s words are precise “ Follow me …. men.” ( 4:19 ) 
Do you see how definite His intention is ? He knows 
exactly what He wants the disciples to do. He has a 
positive goal in mind. He has a plan for Simon and it is a 
fishing plan. Now the Saviour did not say, “ Follow me 

and I will make you philosophers, psychiatrist’s, social 
workers, marriage counsellors.” No ! No ! Undoubtedly 
there is a place for all these folk.  But the Lord is specific  
“ fishers of men,” is Christ’s purpose for His people and 
unless we get this concept firmly fixed in our minds we  
are not going to be about our Fathers business. My .... 
insofar as the salvation of men is central in the plan of 
God it ought to be central in the programme of the 
Church. Well is it ? Is the salvation of the lost central in 
the programme of this church ? The late Sam Shoemaker 
said, “ The Lord has called us to be fishers of men but we 
have become merely keepers of the aquarium.” (a) 

(b) THE ELEMENT OF SIMILARITY 

Did you notice the Lord Jesus spoke to them in language 
they could understand ? They understood the terminology 
of fishing so He spoke to them in terms of their own trade. 
“ Fishing.” So there was an element of similarity between 
the old life and the new life, between the natural and the 
spiritual. They had been fishermen. They were to become 
fishermen and many of the old skills would be needed in 
the new calling. For example, a fisherman tries to keep 
out of sight. ( Acts 8:40 ) No splashing around. So the 
soul-winner must be tactful and winsome. The fisherman 
needs to know the best bait  ( Jn 4:18 ) Soul-winners must 
know human nature and how to approach people. The 
fisherman requires patience and perseverance  
( 2 Tim 4:2 )and fishermen must know the habits of fish, 
when and where they are biting and go where they are.  
( Acts 17:2 ) Now do you see here something very 
encouraging ? The God of Nature is also the God of 



Grace. The God who made us yesterday is the God who 
calls us today. Yesterday He made us with natural abilities 
that today he wants to call into play and use. So he says  
“ Come with all the skill and experiences of your old life, 
come and use them for me.” Is that what you have done ? 
Is that what you are doing ? You sang for the world are 
you now singing for Christ ? You spoke for the Devil are 
you now testifying for Christ ? You canvassed for men are 
you now canvassing for the Saviour ? (a) (b) 

(c) THE ELEMENT OF DISCONTINUITY 

In this calling. The same profession ? Yes. But a different 
catch. “ Fisher's of men.” No longer would Simon catch 
fish for the table instead he would recruit men for the 
kingdom. “ Simon I have a far more valuable catch for 
you. This catch is priceless, its precious, its eternal, men 
who are immortal.” ( Matt 16:25 25:46 ) Now when we 
fish for fish we take fish out of a beautiful life into death, 
but when we fish for men we take men out of death, into a 
beautiful life with the Lord Jesus. I think it’s interesting to 
note that when the Lord Jesus called Peter and Andrew, 
James and John to follow Him, He gave to us insights that 
not everyone is called to do the same thing. When Peter 
and Andrew were called they were fishing. ( 1:16 ) and 
the Saviour said “ Come ye after …. men.” ( 1:17 )   
( Matt 4:18-19) I take it that this means they would have 
an Evangelising ministry. Andrew, the premier personal 
worker. Peter the one who stand on the day of Pentecost 
and say “ Thus saith the Lord,” an Evangelising ministry. 
But I think it’s a little different for James and John for 
when Christ calls them they are mending their nets  

( 1: 19 ) For nets that are used may become broken and 
need to be mended. Now this is the same word in Greek as 
in ( Eph 4:12) where Paul speaks about Equipping the 
saints. You see, there are those who have Mending 
Ministries and there are those who have Evangelising 
Ministries. There are those to whom God has given the 
gift of evangelism and there are those who are equipping 
the saints and so on and we need to strengthen people’s 
trust in the Lord. Now turn with me to ( Matt Ch 16 ) the 
third episode in this first stage in Peter’s career. (1) (2) 

(3)A Confession of the Lord Jesus 

Look at ( Matt 16:13-18 ) I suggest to you that here we 
have, 

(a)A SEARCHING QUESTION FROM THE LORD: 

Look if you will at ( 16:13 ) Now by the time of this 
incident Peter and the disciples had been with the Saviour 
perhaps for eighteen months or two years. The time has 
come when Christ wants to affirm in their own hearts their 
response to who He is. Now this is not a ploy by the Lord 
Jesus. You know, those of us in public ministries can 
sometimes ask questions expecting to receive someone’s 
praise, some kind of encouraging word. No. The Saviour’s 
question is simple and straightforward. “ Whom do men 
say that I the Son of Man am ?” ( Matt 16:13 ) They 
responded by quoting the attitudes and opinions of others. 
( 16:14 ) But you see, what the disciples do not do is that 
they do not expose their own hearts and that is precisely 
what the Lord Jesus wants them to do. (a) Produces, 



(b)A SIGNIFICANT RESPONSE FROM THE 
APOSTLE: 

Look if you at ( 16:15 ) It is not really that important what 
others think of the Lord Jesus. The important thing is, 
what do I think of Christ ? What do you think of the 
Saviour ? And Peter responded with that marvellous 
confession, “ Thou art the Christ the Son of the living 
God.” ( 16:16 ) To this answer the Lord Jesus gave 
affirmation when He said ( 16:17 ) What Christ is saying 
is, “ Peter only the Father could have led you to respond 
the way you did.” What a marvellous confession Peter 
made that day. He said, 

1. THE LORD JESUS IS THE PROMISED ONE: 

“ Thou art the Christ,” it means “ Messiah,” or  
“ Anointed One.” It combines the ideas of Prophet, Priest, 
and King. The Lord Jesus is the anointed one of God as 
Prophet to teach ( Deut 18:15 Lk 24:19 ) as Priest to make 
the needful sacrifice for sin ( Ps 100:4 Heb 9:24 ) as King 
to reign over His own and bring them to glory. ( Zech 9:9 
 Jn 10:28 ) My …. do you see what Simon sees ? He sees 
Christ as the fulfilment of the Old Testament promises, as 
God’s anointed deliverer, divinely qualified for every 
aspect of His task.  Now is this not tremendously 
encouraging ? Is it not comforting to know that you can 
launch out into this week and look at your difficulties, 
problems, trials in the light of this truth ? The Messiah the 
Lord Jesus, is with you. So there is someone to teach you 
for Christ is your Prophet. There is someone to intercede 
for you for Christ is your Priest. Do you feel all alone ? 

Listen there, is someone to care for you for Christ is your 
King so that in life or death you need not fear for Christ is 
all you need.  

2. THE LORD JESUS IS THE PREEMMINENT ONE: 

“ The Son of the living God.” ( 16:16 ) sharing His nature, 
bearing his likeness, and displaying His glory. ( Heb 1:3 ) 
He is Lord of all and Peter began to learn at Caesarea 
Philippi that if He is to be what God wants him to be then 
Christ must be allowed to be who He is in Peter’s life. The 
majesty, the authority, the sovereignty of Christ is 
imperative in my life. Without this confession, this firm 
commitment life cannot be what God intends it to be for 
us. Jesus Christ must be in His rightful place. He is my 
Saviour, He is my Lord and He is my Master. He is to 
occupy central place in my heart and life.  

So Peter is on The Way Up. He has had his meeting with 
Christ, he follows Christ and he confesses Christ, and the 
impact on Simon Peter is absolutely glorious. But what 
about us ? Have you forgot when you met the Saviour and 
found Him to be the altogether lovely One ? Do you 
remember the glory of those days ? Do you recall the thrill 
of that moment ? Tell me, has it been oh so long ago ? Do 
you still love the Saviour as you first loved Him ? Or have 
you left your first love ? Do you still follow Him as you 
first followed Him or have you become distracted ? Do 
you still enthrone Him as you first enthroned Him or have 
you become wayward ? Can you still sing ? “ He is  
Lord ?” Can you make it personal ? “ He is my Lord ?” Is 
He really that in your life ? “ Thou art the Christ …,” 




