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THE MASTER’S MEN 

Reading: John 13:23-30 

8. JOHN 

Charles Colson ( 1931-2012 ) was a close associate of 
President Richard Nixon and was involved in the 
Watergate Scandal. A Wall Street Journal in 1971 called 
Charles Colson the President’s “ hatchet man.” He was 
considered a tough and macho troubleshooter, someone 
who was ruthless in getting things done. His axe-wielding 
skills included smear campaigns in the press against those 
who stood in the governments path. In that article a source 
said that “ Colson would walk over his own grandmother 
if he had too.” But bless God Charles Colson met the 
Lord and was “ born again.” As a result of serving a jail 
sentence he developed an enormous sympathy for 
prisoners. He founded ‘ Prison Fellowship,’ which has 
reached into over 100 American prisons. Charles Colson 
was transformed by the grace of God and this change 
brought him from being tough to being tender. Such a 
description not only describes Charles Colson but the 
apostle John as well.  

Usually when people think of John they think of someone 
meek, mild and effeminate. Someone lying around all day 
with his head on Christ’s shoulder. Well, if that is your 
image of John you’ve missed it. You see, John was one of 
the “ sons of thunder.” ( Mk 3:17 ) Like his brother James 

he too was intolerant, ambitious, zealous and explosive. 
They were cut from the same cloth. But John aged well. 
Three years with Christ began to transform a self-centred 
fanatic into a mature man of balance. Three years with the 
Master moved the Son of Thunder toward becoming an 
apostle of love. Now there are three men in the New 
Testament called John. There is John the Baptist. He did 
not write the gospel of John for he was out in the 
wilderness preaching “ Repent ye for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” ( Matt 3:2 ) Then there was John 
Mark. He had a wonderful mother who held prayer 
meetings within her home. ( Acts 12:12 ) John Mark 
failed badly but eventually made good. Then there was 
John the Beloved, one of the twelve. Now have you ever 
noticed this ? Throughout John’s gospel John never 
mentions his name. Instead he speaks of himself in 
reference to Christ. Rather than write his name, which 
might focus attention on him, he refers to himself as “ the 
disciple whom Jesus loved,” ( 13:23 20:2 21:7,20 ) giving 
glory to Christ for having loved such a man. 

John was literally in awe that Jesus Christ loved him. Of 
Christ loved all his apostles ( 13:1-2 ) but it seems there 
was a unique way in which John gripped this reality and 
he was humbled by it. “ Oh, the thought that Jesus loves 
me.” Now John was not being boastful. He was not saying  
“ Oh, the Lord loves me so much because I am so 
wonderful. I just want you to know that I am the disciple 
that Jesus loved.” Actually his perspective was the 
opposite. He was amazed that Christ loved one who 
wanted to burn up all the Samaritans, who wanted the 
place of honour in the kingdom. When just referring to 



himself as “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” it was his 
way of emphasizing God’s grace in his life. Now John 
came a long way. From the son of thunder to the apostle 
of love, from imbalance to balance, from immaturity to 
maturity. Let’s see how the Lord worked in his life. 

(1)HIS DEFICIENCY AS THE SERVANT OF 
GOD 

Now John was the brother of James. His father was 
Zebedee, his mother possibly Salome. ( Matt 27:56 Mk 
15:40 )  He was a fisherman on the Lake of Galilee and 
then there was that “ happy day that fixed his choice.”
John could never forget that moment when he met the 
Lord for he referred to it as “ the tenth hour.” ( 1:39 ) It 
was 4pm in the afternoon. Can you point to a moment in 
your life when you met the Lord ? Personally, savingly, 
and for eternity ? To use a New Testament word John was 
now saved but he was not sinless. He was a servant of 
God but still he had feet of clay for there were things 
lacking in his life. Notice for example, 

(a)HIS SECTARIAN SPIRIT: 

Look if you will at ( Mk 9:38-39 ) Instead of 
temperateness there was exclusiveness. This was 
sectarianism rebuking a man for ministering in Christ’s 
name because he did not belong to the group. John had 
actually stepped in and tried to shut down this man’s 
ministry for no other reason than that. John was sectarian, 
narrow-minded, intolerant and unbending. And his 
intolerance was met by the Saviour’s rebuke. ( 9:39 ) John 

was wrong to rule out one, though not among the 
apostolic group was doing the Master’s work in the 
Master’s name. What a lesson for Christian’s  who seek to 
deny the power of Christ in those who don’t belong to 
their exclusive groups. Do you know that sectarian spirit 
that says, “ unless you’re saved in our circles under our 
ministry we doubt you’re saved.” Do you know that 
sectarian spirit that says “ We have a monopoly of the 
truth ?” Do you know that spirit that says, “ we only meet 
in the Lord’s name ?” Do you know that spirit that says, 
“ It is us or nobody.” Now listen we cannot or will not 
support the ministry of those who deny the fundamentals 
of the faith. In later years John warned strongly against 
endorsing the work of Christ-deniers. ( 2 John 9 ) But how 
dangerous to think that our church, our circle is the only 
place that God can bless.  

John’s spirit foreshadowed the Conventicle Act passed by 
the British Parliament in 1664 which “ punished with fine, 
imprisonment and transportation on a third offense all 
persons who met in greater numbers than five, for any act 
of dissenting worship which met outside the established 
church.” Such narrowmindedness resulted in the jailing of 
John Bunyan for 12 years. And such diviseness wastes a 
long of spiritual energy. When the French and English 
were at war in Colonial Canada Admiral Phipps in charge 
of the British , was ordered to anchor outside Quebec, a 
city on the St. Lawrence River. He was to wait the coming 
of British infantry and then join the land forces in attack. 
Arriving early Admiral Phipps an ardent non-conformist 
was annoyed by the statues of the saints which adorned 
the roofs and towers of the Roman Catholic Catherdral, 



just we might have been annoyed. So what did he do ? He 
spent his time shooting at them with the ships guns. How 
many he hit we don’t know. But history records that when 
the infantry arrived and the signal was given for attack the 
Admiral found himself out of ammunition. He had used it 
for shooting at the saints if you know what I mean.
Warren Wiersbe “ God blesses those whom I disagree 
with.” Have you discovered that ? Have you discovered 
that God is not limited to our little circle, and that the 
Holy Spirit is sovereign and he can take who He will, 
when He will, how He will and use them for the glory of 
Christ. (a) 

(b)HIS STORMY TEMPTER: 

Instead of graciousness there was vindictiveness. For a 
long with James it was John who reacted when the 
Saviour was refused entry into that Samaritan village.  
“ Lord wilt thou that we command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them even as Elias did ?”  
( Lk 9:54 )  In other words “ Lord let’s just them burn 
then up.” You see, John wanted to wreak the fire and 
brimstone of Sodom and Gomorrah on the Samaritans. 
But Christ said, “ John away with this vindictive spirit  
“ for the Son of Man is not come to destroy men’s lives 
but to save them.” ( LK 9:56 ) Are you destroying 
someone’s character, someone’s reputation, someone’s 
testimony. Do you have a vindictive spirit ? Then you are 
guilty of murder. The Bible says “ Vengeance is mine I 
will repay saith the Lord.” ( Rom 12:19 ) My …. you had 
better let God settle that thing. (a) (b) 

(c) HIS SELFISH AMBITION: 

Instead of lowliness there was selfishness. For at one time 
in John’s life he wanted the pre-eminence. He wanted to 
be top dog. Christ had spoken to the twelve about thrones 
but who would have the top throne ? The two brothers had 
been some thinking and so they requested the top spots.  
“ Grant unto us that we may sit one on thy right hand and 
another on thy left hand in thy glory.” ( Mk 10:37 ) Do 
you know the one thing that always causes division in the 
local church ? Self-seeking, self-exaltation, and self-
promotion. How often this spirit creeps into the local 
assembly today. Oft times pastors, elders and deacons 
thwart the attempts to bring someone onto leadership 
whose talents and abilities might endanger their own 
supremacy. Do you what I am talking about ? That self 
seeking attitude that makes one want to become a church 
boss lording over the brethren. Now do you see the areas 
that John was deficient in ? Do you see the things where 
John needed the tutorship of Jesus Christ ? (1) 

(2)HIS INTIMACY WITH THE SON OF GOD 

Now the Lord Jesus seemed to be closer to some apostles 
than to others ? Indeed an increasing degree of intimacy 
which His followers enjoyed in relationship to Him may 
be traced from the larger groups to the more exclusive. On 
the other fringe were the 500 brethren ( 1 Cor 15:6 ) then 
the 120 ( Acts 1:15 ) then the 70 ( Lk 10:1 ) then the 
twelve, then the inner three, Peter, James and John, then 
finally the beloved apostle John so often called “ the 
disciple whom Jesus loved.” John certainly lived up to his 



name which means “ favoured of Jehovah.” You see, 
John was not only one of the inner three, but he was the 
one described as the disciple whom Jesus loved, he was 
the one who reclined on the bosom of Christ in the Upper 
Room. ( 13:23 ) Still again, in giving directions about the 
care of His mother John was the last friend to whom the 
Saviour spoke before died. There was this intimacy with 
the Son of God. Now what I want to is to trace that 
intimacy with you and in so doing we will see John with 
Christ in several places. Notice for example John, 

(a)WITHIN THE HOUSE: 

Here John saw the Mastery of Jesus Christ. ( Mk 5:37 ) 
For John was there when Christ raised Jairus daughter 
from the dead. Can you imagine how that little girl’s 
parents hearts must have been broken ? Can you see the 
Saviour as He takes Peter, James and John and the parents 
and they enter into that room where that lifeless form lay ? 
How many times have you gazed into a lifeless form lying 
in a coffin ? Can you see the Saviour as he takes that 
young girl by the hand and says to her “ Damsel I say 
unto thee arise.” ( Mk 5:41 ) “ And straightway the 
damsel arose and walked.” ( Mk 5:42 ) John saw that One 
who can raise the dead, One who is life Himself. Now its 
interesting in the writings of John death and life are given 
prominence. Death is fundamentally separation. Physical 
death is the separation of the soul from the body, Spiritual 
death is the separation of the soul from God, Eternal death 
is the separation of soul and body from God for ever. 

Now wherever the thought of death occurs in John’s 
writings one or another of these aspects will be found. In 
contrast there is the thought of life and life is 
fundamentally union. Physical life is the union of body 
and soul. Spiritual life is the union of the soul with God.  
( 17:3 ) Eternal life in the full sense is the union of soul 
and body with God forever. Now under one or all of these 
aspects John’s teaching on life cane be gathered. So John 
in his writings deals with the themes of life and death. I 
wonder did he it all spring from that day he looked and 
saw the Mastery of Jesus Christ over death. (a) 

(b)ON THE MOUNTAIN: 

Here John saw the Glory of Jesus Christ. ( Matt 17:1 )  
For it was while he was on the mountain, that the Lord 
was transfigured before his very eyes. The Bible says  
“ Jesus was transfigured before them.” ( Matt 17:2 ) The 
Greek word for transfiguration is equal to our English 
word metamorphosis which means a change on the 
outside which comes from the inside. Do you recall that 
when Moss came down from Sinai ? “ Moses wist not that 
the skin of his face shone while he talked with them.”  
( Ex 34:29 ) But this was different. Do you recall that 
when Stephen the first Christian martyr stood before the 
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem “ all that sat in the council 
looking steadfastly on him saw his face as it had been the 
face of an angel.” ( Acts 6:15 ) But this was different. 
Both Moses and Stephen reflected the resplendent glory 
of God. But this was not reflected glory resting on Christ. 
This was inherent glory shining forth from Christ. This 
event revealed to John something of the glory, majesty 



and deity of the Lord Jesus. And what happened on the 
holy mount will be revealed at His Second Advent.  
( 2 Pet 1:16 ) Now are you beginning to see how intimate 
John was with the Saviour ? (a) (b) 

(c) AT THE SUPPER: 

Here John saw the Sympathy of Jesus Christ. ( 13:23-25 ) 
Here the emphasis is on our Lord’s love for John. The 
word love here describes an unselfish love, a love that 
does not seek for any return. The literal rendering is  
“ whom Jesus kept on loving.” You see, if you live close 
to the Lord as John did you’ll be aware of the love of the 
Lord as John was. And the nearer we are to Christ the 
more we will we know of His truth. For it was John’s 
intimacy with Christ that enabled John to ask the question 
regarding the identity of the betrayer. ( 13:25 ) My …. do 
you want to know more of Christ ? Then you will need to 
abide more in Him. And that is Fellowship. And is 
fellowship not the crown and culmination of everything in 
Christianity ? You see, we commence with Sonship, we 
experience Discipleship, we proceed to Worship, we 
exercise Stewardship, but above all we enjoy Fellowship.
And John says “ Truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ.” ( 1 Jn 1:4 ) (a) (b) (c)  

(d)IN THE GARDEN: 

Here John saw the Agony of Jesus Christ. Do you recall 
that at entrance to the garden He left his disciples ?  
( Matt 26:36-39 ) “ And he took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee and began to be sorrowful and very

heavy.” ( Matt 26:37 ) The Bible says “ And he went a 
little farther.” ( Matt 26:39 ) Until He was all alone. 

“ It was alone the Saviour prayed 
   In dark Gethsemane 

   Alone He drained the bitter cup 
   And suffered there for me, 

   Alone, alone, He bore it all alone 
   He gave Himself to save His own 

   He suffered, bled and died alone.” 

Gethsemane, which means olive press. Usually, the press 
was a hewn out rock into which the olives were poured. 
Another large stone was used to crush and press them, 
forcing the juice to run out through a bored opening near 
the bottom. Have you ever thought of Christ’s Physical 
Agony in the garden ? ( Lk 22:44 ) Have you ever thought 
of Christ’s Spiritual Agony in the garden ? Do you hear 
Him cry ? “ O my Father, …. but as Thou wilt.”  
( Matt 26:39 ) Do you see how intimate John was with the 
Son of God ? With Him, Within the House: ( Mastery ) On 
the Mountain: ( Glory ) At the Supper: ( Sympathy ) In the 
Garden ( Agony ) 

(e) BEFORE THE CROSS: 

Here John saw the Victory of Jesus Christ. For all of the 
apostles John alone is mentioned as standing by the cross. 
( 19:26 ) Moreover John is the only apostle Christ 
addressed. “ He saith unto his mother, woman behold thy 
son. Then saith he to the disciple, behold thy mother.”  
( 19:27 ) My …. only John recorded the words “ It is



finished and he bowed his head and gave up the ghost.”
( 19:30 ) Before the Cross John saw the Victory of Christ.  
His intimacy with the Son of God. Tell me, how close are 
you to your Saviour ? Do you know what it is to lean on 
His bosom ? Do you know what it is for Him to whisper 
truth into your ear ? Is your fellowship with the Master 
real, intimate and close ? (1) (2) 

(3)HIS MINISTRY TO THE SAINTS OF GOD 

A gardener asked a piece of fragrant clay in his garden, 
“ How come you have such a sweet aroma ?” The clay 
answered “ Because they placed me near a rose.” My …. 
constant association with the Rose of Sharon changed 
John from a quick tempered youth to a man of gentleness. 
His ambitions decreased. His intolerance subsided, under 
the training of the Master he moved from the son of 
thunder to becoming the apostle of love. Benjamin 
Franklin referring to the 26 letters of the alphabet and 
early printing methods said “ Give me 26 lead soldiers 
and I’ll conquer the world. The pen is mightier than the 
sword.” Among the twelve disciples of Christ, there was 
one who wielded the power of the pen more than any of 
the others. His name was John. Indeed this was John’s 
ministry to the saints of God. For its John who gives us 5 
of our New Testament books. The Gospel of John: 1:2:3 
John and the Book of Revelation. You talk about a 
ministry. Now these five books are arranged into three 
groups. 

(a)The Gospel Deals with our Past: The Theme is 
Salvation: 

The Gospel of Matthew: was written to the nation of 
Israel. It presents Christ as the King and is Lion-like.  
( Ezekiel 1:10 )  
The Gospel of Mark: was directed to the Roman. It 
presents Christ as the Servant and is Ox-like. 
The Gospel of Luke: was written to the Greeks. It 
presents Christ as the Perfect Man and is Man-like. 
The Gospel of John: was written to Believers. It presents 
Christ as the Mighty God and is Eagle-like. Now its 
characteristic of John to put a key either at the front or 
back door of his writings and this key will unlock the 
meaning. For example in this gospel the key is at the end. 
For John says in ( 20:31 ) “ But these are written that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and 
that believing ye might have life through his name.” Can 
you see that John’s purpose is evangelistic ? “ That ye 
might believe.” The word “ believe,” is used almost a 
hundred times in this gospel, emphasizing the importance 
of personal commitment to Christ. Do you know someone 
today who is an unbeliever ? Do you know the best thing 
you can do for them ? Put in their hands a copy of the 
gospel of John for that’s why he wrote this book. (a) 

(b)The Epistles Deals with our Present: The Theme 
is Sanctification: 

Our daily growth in the Christian life. You know when we 
think of the apostle John today we usually think of a 
tender hearted, elderly apostle. The “ apostle of love.”
But love did not nullify John’s passion for truth. Of all the 
writers in the New Testament John is the most black and 
white in his thinking. He thinks and writes in absolutes. 



He deals with certainties. Everything is cut and dried with 
him. There are no gray areas in his teaching. He is just 
black and white. Do you recall that it’s John who says if 
we are born of God we do not sin. ( 1 Jn 3:9 ) Is the 
overall pattern of your life one of righteousness ? Do you 
recall that its John who says if we love we are born of 
God, and if we don’t love we are not born of God ?  
( 1 Jn 4:7-8 )  Do you love your brother and sister in 
Christ ? John says if you don’t you are not born again. Do 
you recall that its John who calls for a complete 
separation from all false doctrine ? “ Whosoever 
transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ 
hath not God ….. receive him not into your house neither 
bid him God speed.” ( 2 Jn 9-10 ) People say today  
“ Doctrine is not important,” John thought it was, for folk 
are going to attack the person of Christ from all sides.  

(c) The Revelation Deals with our Future: Our 
Glorification: 

And John hangs the key to the book of Revelation at the 
front door. Christ says to John “ Write the things which 
thou hast seen ( Ch’s 1 ) and the things which are  
( Ch’s 2-3 ) and the things which shall be hereafter.”  
( Ch’s 4-22 ) But isn’t Revelation primarily about Christ ? 
In Ch’s 1-3 we see Christ as the Lord in the midst of the 
church: In Ch’s 4-5 we see Christ as the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne: In Ch’s 6-18 we see Christ as the 
Lion in the midst of the nations. In ( Ch’s 19-22 ) we see 
Christ as the Light in the midst of glory. “ For the Lamb 
is all the glory of Immanuel’s land.” 

That was John’s ministry what about yours ? Is it Christ 
centred, Christ focused and Christ empowered ? You 
know John’s final years were spent on the Isle of Patmos 
he was banished there by the Emperor Domitian but was 
allowed to return to Ephesus by the Emperor Trajan.  
There is a beautiful tradition concerning the last days of 
John. When he was so old he could no longer walk so they 
carried him bodily from his home to the place of worship. 
Here they had gathered so that he might give them a 
parting message. As he looked into their faces with 
tenderness he said, “ Little children love one another.”
But they said “ we have heard that message before. 
You’ve been telling us from that the beginning. Give us 
some other word.” Looking down upon them again he 
said “ Little children that which ye have heard from the 
beginning that speak I unto you that ye love one another.” 

His friends replied, “ You have been giving us that 
message ever since we have known you. Soon you will be 
gone and we want some parting word with which to 
remember you. Give us some new commandment 
tonight.” Then for the last John said, “ Little children a 
new commandment I give unto you that ye love one 
another.” And the apostle of love was gone. ( A.D. 98 ) 
Are you marked by love ? Do you love the Lord ? His 
Word ? His Cause ? His People ?  

More love to Thee O Christ 
More love to Thee 

Hear Thou the prayer I make 
On bended knee 

More love O Christ to Thee, more love to Thee 




