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THE MASTER’S MEN 

Reading: John 1:43-51 

9. PHILIP 

A group of leaders were discussing the need for a new 
church building. Growing attendances crowded out the 
small building for both morning services. The evening 
service was also an overflow. The church met its bills 
easily and a preliminary report unanimously 
recommended building a new church building. One of the 
leaders however spoke up and said, “ Gentlemen where 
shall we get the money ?” We don’t have a large building 
fund. Should we not wait until we have most of the money 
in the bank ? Let’s not move too fast.” The discussion 
continued nearly two hours as they weighed the pros and 
cons. At the end a large majority urged stepping out in 
faith and so voted to form a building committee. Three 
years later the congregation was worshipping in a 
beautiful new church building. The financial 
commitments were easily met week by week. Now that 
cautious office-bearer reminds me of the apostle Philip.  

You see, Philip had to have things down in black and 
white. His analytical mind needed to mull over the facts, 
weighing the pros and the cons. Indeed Philip was so 
careful at times he was indecisive and dependent on others 
for help. Now what do we know about Philip ? Well, his 
is a Greek name and means “ lover of horses.” Now all of 

the twelve were Jews and Philip also had a Jewish name 
we just don’t know what it was. Now we must distinguish 
Philip the apostle from Philip the deacon. We never read 
of Philip the apostle after Pentecost and we never read of 
Philip the deacon before Pentecost. In all the lists of the 
apostles this Philip is always mentioned at the beginning 
of the second group. Do you recall that we discovered that 
each list has three groups containing the same four 
members ? Well, Philip always appears first in the second 
group of four. This seems to indicate that he was the 
leader of group two which included Bartholomew ( or 
Nathanael ) Thomas and Matthew. Philip hailed from 
Bethsaida ( 1:44 ) and its highly likely that Andrew and 
Peter were close friends with Philip and its very probable 
that Philip was also in “ the world’s most famous fishing 
club.” ( 21:2 )  

Well, what do we know about Philip ? Matthew, Mark 
and Luke give us no details at all about him. It’s to John 
that we are indebted in rescuing Philip from oblivion. 
Well, what does John tell us about Philip ? Well, from the 
gospel of John we discover that Philip was a completely 
different kind of person from Peter, Andrew, James or 
John. In this gospel Philip is often paired with Nathanael 
also known as Bartholomew so we can assume the two of 
them were close friends. But Philip is different from 
Nathanael he seems to be unique among the apostles. 
Philip was a facts and figures man, a by the book, 
practical minded non-forward thinking type of individual. 
He was more of a cynic than a visionary. Notice first of all 

(1)HIS INITIAL CONFRONTATION



We first meet Philip the day after Christ had first called 
Andrew, John and Peter. ( 1:43 ) There was, 

(a)THE SEEKING BY CHRIST:

Do you see how John records it in ( 1:43 ) ? Peter and 
Andrew had already met Christ but they had sought Him 
out. Philip is the first individual to whom the Lord 
expressly said, “ Follow me.” It’s the picture of the good 
shepherd going after the sheep, for we are told that Jesus 
found Philip. Yet Philip had a seeking heart for we read in 
( 1:45 ) Apparently Philip and Nathanael had been 
studying the law and the prophets and were seeking for 
the Messiah. So when the Saviour came to Philip and said, 
“ Follow me,” his eyes, ears and heart were open and 
ready to follow Him. So here we see Christ seeking Philp 
but here we see Philip seeking Christ. Now here’s my 
question. Did the Lord Jesus find Philip or did Philip find 
the Lord Jesus ? Well, in ( 1:43 ) it says that Christ found 
Philip but in ( 1:45 ) it says that Philip found Christ. From 
our Lord’s viewpoint He found Philip but from Philip’s 
viewpoint he found the Lord. Isn’t that the way your 
testimony goes ?  

From the Divine side the Lord found you, but from the 
Human side you found the Lord, and when salvation 
occurred both you and the Lord were seeking and the 
seeking Saviour and the seeking sinner met. Sure, Christ 
found Philip but he found a man who was honestly 
seeking the truth. My …. could it be that you are like 
Philip ? Are you seeking the truth ? Are you searching for 

reality ? Is there a thirst in your soul for the Lord ? Well, 
let me tell you that the Lord is seeking for you. (a) 

(b)THE SEEKING FOR CHRIST: 

For do you see Philip’s immediate response to his own 
conversion ? “ Philip findeth Nathanael.” ( 1:45 ) 
Incidentally did you ever notice that John ( Ch 1 ) is a 
chapter of “ findings,”? We are told that Andrew found 
Simon, Christ found Philip ( 1:43 ) and now Philip findeth 
Nathanael. He immediately ran to tell Nathanael his close 
friend that he had found the Messiah. Can you imagine the 
excitement the thrill, the joy, and the ecstasy that Philip 
had in telling Nathanael that the One they had been 
searching for had arrived ? My …. will you underscore 
those three words. “ Philip findeth Nathanael.” Have you 
ever done that ? He did not forget his friend. What about 
friendship evangelism ? I mean do friendships not provide 
the most fertile soil for evangelism ? This is because the 
reality of Christ is introduced into a relationship of trust 
that has already been established. In the year 1980 my 
good friend George Bates came for a gospel mission to 
Carryduff Baptist Church. That mission saw quite a 
number of conversions but we had been praying for a 
number of unsaved husbands one of which I had 
befriended.  

Billy would ring me up and say “ I’ve two tickets for the 
Ulster Motor Show would I go ?” Well, I went and by the 
mission came around Billy would not miss a meeting. But 
the mission came and went and Billy was not saved. His 
attendance started to waver a little but I maintained 



contact with him. One morning I was walking by his 
house and he was out washing his car. He shouted “ Denis 
come in a moment I want you to hear William McCrea 
latest album.” I went into his home and listened and we 
talked and I said “ Billy is it not time you got saved ?”
Evidently the Lord had been working in his heart for he 
broke down and sought the Lord. Billy was starting his 
shift soon and his godly wife who had been praying for 
him for a long time was studying in Belfast Bible College. 
He could not get through to her personally so he rang the 
College and he just left a message for the secretary to 
deliver “ Tell Marty Billy has got saved.” Well, whoever 
took the phone call went to that class of 60 women and 
relayed the message to the whole class. “ Mary, Billy has 
got saved.” Can the imagine the scene ? My …. do you 
want to know why we can’t folk under the sound of the 
gospel ? Either we have lost our desire to share our faith 
in Christ with them, or we don’t have any unsaved 
friends. Do we need to cultivate friends to win them for 
Christ ? “ Philip findeth Nathanael.” And look at the 
testimony he gave. 

It was Personal: He just opened up his heart and gave him 
this personal testimony. It was Verbal: doubtless Philip 
meant business and when he spoke it was with passion. It 
was Scriptural: for Philip was convinced that Christ was 
the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. In other words 
Philip brought to bear the Word of God on the situation.  
“ Philip findeth Nathanael,” wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
every Christian in this place “ found one soul and won 
that soul for Christ.” Think of what this means in the light 
of ( Prov 11:30 ) “ he that winneth souls is wise.” In the 

light of ( Dan 12:2 ) “ and they that turn many to 
righteousness shall shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever.” David Brainerd said “ I cared no where or how I 
lived or what hardships I went through so long as I could 
win souls for Christ.” Is this your desire ? (1) 

(2)HIS LOGICAL CALCULATION 

And that brings us to ( Ch 6 ) where we have our next 
glimpse of Philip. Here we have the feeding of the five 
thousand a miracle that is recorded by all of the four 
evangelists. It may have been the greatest miracle it was 
certainly the most involved for it touched the lives of so 
many people. Do you see what ( 6:10 ) says ? That was 
just the men there must have been several more thousand 
women and children. Ten or twenty thousand would not 
have been impossible. In any case it was a huge crowd 
and evening was approaching ( Matt 14:15 ) The people 
needed to eat. So Christ said to Philip ( 12:5-6 ) Do you 
see, 

(a)WHAT PHILIP FACED: 

I mean why did Christ single Philip out ? Could it have 
been that Philip was in charge of the food ? We know that 
Judas was in charge of the money ( 13:29 ) so it’s 
reasonable to assume that someone was in charge of the 
food. Someone had to figure out how much food was 
needed, how it would be purchased, where it would be 
acquired, how it would be distributed as they travelled 
around an ministered. Was this Philip’s area of 
responsibility ? So the Lord says, “ Now Philip you’ve



seen Me turn water into wine. Since we don’t have enough 
food for the multitude what would you suggest ?” Do you 
see what Philip faced ? You see, the Lord was testing 
Philip. Christ wanted to test the faith of Philip. Is this not 
how the Lord deals with us ? Christ wants to cultivate and 
develop His servants into what He wants us to become so 
He tests us. Sadly like Philip we often flunk the test. For 
notice, 

(b)WHAT PHILIP FIGURED: 

Look at ( 6:7 ) “ No way,” he was saying “ Not with our 
resources. We don’t have enough money, so there’s no 
way we can feed the people.” So there was a Deficiency of 
Finances: Philip had pressed a few buttons on his mental 
computer and calculated that two hundred denarii would 
not be enough. A denarius which was one days wage for a 
common labourer ( Matt 20:2 ) bought thirty six barley 
biscuits each of which was about the size of a hand. I 
mean would that fill you ? ( The locust preacher ) Philip 
had it all figured out. 7,200 barley biscuits would not be 
enough to go round. Philip is like someone who goes 
around the supermarket, ticks everything off, and see’s if 
the cashiers total agrees with his. Do you know folk like 
that ? They have it all figured out. In the church they say, 
“ We have never done that way before,” “ it can’t be 
done, we don’t have the money.” You see Philip was too 
much focused on mathematics and money to be fully 
occupied with the Master. 

There was a Deficiency of Faith: for Philip calculated 
without faith in the Lord Jesus. The supernatural resources 

of Jesus Christ totally escaped his thinking. When Christ 
said “ Philip where are we going to get bread to feed this 
multitude,”? Philip should have answered “ Lord, You 
made wine at Cana, You fed Your children in the 
wilderness with manna do what you want. You have the 
power to make food to feed them. I just trust You.” Is this 
now what we need to Corporately ? Sure the church needs 
wise leaders who safeguard against money being spent 
foolishly but it also needs men of vision to see greater 
ministries established. Is this not what we need to do 
Personally ? I mean do your personal circumstances seem 
impossible ? Is it a business situation ? A health problem ? 
A domestic crisis ? Whatever it is this …. don’t calculate 
without the Lord. Too often we figure without the Lord.  

When the Israelites came to the Red Sea, hemmed in ion 
both sides pursued by the Egyptians, things looked 
impossible. “ But God,” parted the waters to bring them 
safely through. ( Ex 14:8-31 ) When imprisoned Peter was 
scheduled for execution in the morning, it seemed 
everything was for him. “ But God,” knocked off his 
chains and opened the prison gate and set him free. ( Acts 
12:1-10 ) Listen into thy personal situation put this 
question today “ Is thy God able ?” ( Dan 6:20 ) (1) (2) 
Notice, 

(3)HIS EXCEPTIONAL CONGREGATION 

Turn over a few pages to ( 12:20-22 ) for here we have 
another glimpse of Philip. These were either God fearing 
Gentiles or fully fledged proselytes of Judaism who were 
coming to worship God at the Passover. Whatever they 



were they had a hunger for truth and reality. Hearing 
about Christ they wanted to interview Him. But how ? 
Through one of His followers ? But which one ? They 
chose Philip. Was it because Philip bore a Greek name ? 
Maybe he would introduce them to Jesus. But poor old 
Philip muffed it again. Now can you see here, 

(a)THE INQUIRY: 

“ Sir we would see Jesus,” ( 12:21 ) It’s interesting that 
the Lord’s life on earth began with a visit of Gentiles from 
the east and it drew to a close with a visit of Gentiles from 
the west. At the very time the leaders of the nation of 
Israel sought to slay Christ some Greeks sought to see 
Christ. “ Sir we would see Jesus.” Brethren, this is the 
desire of our hearts as we come to the Lord’s Table. Tell 
me, why are you not exercised at this Table ? Why are 
you not exercised about showing us Christ from the 
Scriptures ? Would you keep this in mind as you  
minister ? “ Sir …. Jesus.” You see, the Bible is Christ’s 
album. In the Inspired Word we see the Incarnate Word. 
When we read the Bible we should look for Christ. Every 
text is a road leading to the Saviour.  

In the First Five books, the Pentateuch we have the First 
Glimmerings of Christ: 
In the Historical Books we have the Foreshadowings of 
Christ: 
In the Psalms we have the Feelings of Christ: 
In the Prophets we have the Foretellings of Christ: 
In the Song of Solomon we have the Face of Christ: 
In the Gospels we have the Facts of Christ: 

In the Epistles we have the Fulness of Christ: 
In the Revelation we have the Finality  
Of Christ: 

Christ in all the Scriptures. Brethren, will you show us 
Christ ? Will you give us a glimpse of Him ? Will you 
turn our eyes on Jesus ? (a) Can you see here, 

(b)THE INDECISION: 

I mean this was not a difficult or complex request. And 
yet Philip seems to have been unsure what to do with 
these Greeks. Can you imagine what Peter would have 
done ? He would just have grabbed those Gentiles and 
dragged them into the presence of Christ and said, “ Lord 
here are some Greeks who want to see you.” But not 
Philip. He had to check it out with someone first. Do you 
know what was bothering Philip ? Can you imagine all the 
doubts and difficulties that came up in Philip’s mind ? He 
was thinking proselytes they may be, but they are still 
Gentiles. You see, Philip was still living under Christ’s 
command “ Go not into the way of the Gentiles and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not, but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ( Matt 10:5-6 ) On 
another occasion Christ said, “ I am not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of  Israel.” ( Matt 15:24 )  
Mk 7:27 )  

But was that principle meant to prohibit Gentiles from 
ever being introduced to Christ ? Not at all. The Lord was 
simply identifying the normal priority of His ministry.  



“ To the Jew first and also to the Gentile.” ( Rom 2:10 ) It 
was a general principle not an ironclad law. I mean did the 
Lord not minister to Greeks and to other Gentiles ? 
Remember the Syro-Phoenician woman ? ( Mk 7:27 ) And 
the Samaritans ? And now the Greeks ? Although the 
focus of His ministry was to Israel first and foremost, He 
was after all the Saviour of the world not just Israel. The 
Bible says “ He came unto His own and His own received 
him not. But as many as received him to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” ( 1:11-12 6:37 ) You see, Philip’s 
vision was so narrow that he missed the message of grace. 
But with Andrew there was no hesitation. He may have 
said to Philip “ Don’t you know the Master better than 
that ? He never sends people away.” It’s so easy to have a 
narrow vision is it not ? Our social status, our political 
viewpoint, and our personal prejudice can tend to have a 
bearing upon us as seek to bring others to Christ. And 
what about our reaction to visitors ? Sometimes visitors 
receive a cool welcome to our churches if any at all.  

These outsiders seem to say “ We would see Jesus,” but 
the repelling glances seem to reply “ What are you doing 
in our lovely building we paid for it.” Those visitors wait 
for some word of welcome, some hint that those inside 
would like to help them. Don’t leave the invitation to 
Andrew. Now are you beginning to see Philip ? (1) (2) (3)  

(4)HIS SPIRITUAL CONSIDERATION 

How did Philip consider the Lord ? Well, turn a few more 
pages to ( 14:5-11 ) The setting here is the Upper Room 

on the occasion of the Last Supper. Christ was unfolding 
his heart to the disciples since He knew that He was about 
to be betrayed, arrested and crucified. The formal training 
of “ the Twelve,” had officially come to an end. And yet 
their faith was still so weak. This was the same evening 
when they sat around the table arguing who was the 
greatest rather than taking up the towel and basin and 
washing the Saviour’s feet. Many of the lessons He had 
taught them seemed to have gone unheeded. ( Lk 24:25 ) 
But everything was coming to an end. He said, “ I’m 
going home.” He told them in effect “ Let me tell you 
about my Father’s house it is a house of many mansions.”  
Christ said “ I’ll be coming back. I’m only going to get 
things ready for you. I’m going to pave the way for you to 
the Father.” It was then that Philip blurted out what was 
in his heart. Can you see here, 

(a)A REQUEST TO THE LORD: 

“ Lord you keep on talking about the Father. Show us the 
Father and it sufficeth us. That will be sufficient.” How 
could Philip say such a thing ? Three years with Christ 
and he had not seen His glory beyond the seamless robe. 
Where had Philip been ? All that time he had heard Christ 
teach. He had seen people with disease, deformity, and 
demons all brought under the control of the Lord. He had 
spent time in intimate fellowship with Christ, day in and 
day out, twenty four hours a day, seven days a week for 
many months. If he had truly known Christ he would have 
known the Father also. How could Philip now say “ Lord 
show us the Father ?” Where he had been ? Where was 
his faith ? For three years Philip had gazed into the only 



face of God men ever saw and he said “ Show us the 
Father ?” It still was not clear to Philip. His vision was 
unclear, his faith was weak, and his thinking was 
earthbound. Somehow the fact that Jesus Christ was God 
did not register in Philip’s mind. Do you see how Christ 
deals with him ? (a) and now, 

(b)A RESPONSE FROM THE LORD: 

Look if you will at ( 14:9 ) Do you see what Christ is 
saying ? “ Philip three is not particle of difference 
between the Father and Me. What He is I am, what He 
says I say, what He does I do. If you have seen me, you 
have seen Him. If I were to show you Him I would simply 
be showing you Myself. Philip, don’t you realize that for 
the past thirty three years I have been the visible 
expression of the invisible God ? I am God as He is God 
except I am God manifest in flesh. Philip if you have seen 
Me you have seen the Father.” My …. Jesus Christ was, 
is and ever shall be God. The Lord Jesus says to us as He 
said to His disciples “ Whom say ye that I am ?”  
( Matt 16:15 ) What shall we say ? What will you say ? 
Will you say with Peter “ Thou art the Christ the Son of 
the living God ?” Will you say “ Thou art ….,” You say 
what happened to Philip ? Well I want you to think about, 

(5)HIS PERSONAL CONSECRATION 

(a)IN HIS LIVING: 

You say “ But wasn’t Philips faith limited by money  
( 6:7 ) by circumstances ( 12:21 ) and by proof,” ( 14:8 )  

Yes. “ Wasn’t Philip a man of limited ability, a man of 
weak faith and a man of imperfect understanding.” Yes. 
But Christ says “ He’s exactly what I am looking for. My 
strength is made perfect in weakness. I’ll make him into a 
preacher into the man I want him to be.” Thankfully, the 
Lord uses people like Philip like you and me. Philip was 
in the Upper Room on the day of Pentecost so he too was 
baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ. Tradition 
tells us that Philip was greatly used in the spread of the 
early church and that before his death multitudes came to 
Christ under his preaching. (a) 

(b)IN HIS DYING: 

Probably martyred in Hierapolis in Phrygia near Laodicea 
( Asia Minor ) because he wouldn’t deny Christ. He was 
stripped naked, hung upside down by his feet and pierced 
in his ankles and thighs so that he would slowly bleed to 
death. He had only one request that his dead body would 
not be wrapped in linen like the body of his Lord, because 
he wasn’t worthy of that. Skeptical, pessimistic, reluctant 
and unsure yet the Lord used Philip for he had an 
evangelistic heart. For thirty years the Salvation Army and 
William Booth especially was the subject of persecution. 
But the General lived to see the day when the army would 
be honoured around the world. His own king Edward the 
Seventh invited him to Buckingham Palace in 1904. When 
the King asked him to write in his album the old warrior 
of 75 years of age summed up his life’s work. “ Your 
Majesty some men’s ambition is art, some men’s ambition 
is fame, some men’s ambition is gold, my ambition is the 
souls of men.” What’s your’s ? 




