
 

 

Place: Lurgan Baptist 4:5:2014 

 

CRIES FROM THE CROSS 

 

Reading: Luke 23:32-45 

 

2. THE CRY OF SALVATION 

 

 

The year was 1725 when a godly mother gave birth to 

her only child a boy. Like Hannah in the Old 

Testament she dedicated the child to the Lord praying 

that he would one day occupy a pulpit in his native 

land of England. As the boy grew his faithful mother 

instructed him in the Bible, the Westminster 

Catechism and the Christian hymns of Isaac Watts but 

tragically the mother died when the boy was just six 

years of age. Soon the father who lacked any spiritual 

zeal married a woman with no spiritual concerns at all. 

From this time on the life of the child was all downhill. 

He was sent away to barding school but he dropped 

out to become a sailor like his father. Turning from 

God he embraced lawless philosophies that wrecked 

his life. Drinking, profanity, rebellion and sensuality 

gripped him choking any desire to serve God.  

 

He even repudiated the God of his mother. He ran 

from responsibility deserted the Royal Navy and 

ultimately found himself a servant of slaves on the 

West Coast of Africa. His body became racked with 

pain and illness. Life did not seem worth living. 

Eventually he found himself sailing home ward on a 

ship called “ The Greyhound.” While he was 

returning home there was a violent storm. Indeed so 

fierce was the storm the crew was certain that the ship 

would sink. In that hour of  desperation that wayward 

man cried for God’s mercy but then in his despair he 

reasoned that there could be no mercy for such a 

wretch as he. He began to read the Bible and found 

that there was hope for the worst of sinners. By faith 

he came to trust the Saviour and became a new 

creation in Christ. Nearly sixteen years later he was 

ordained a minister of the Gospel and faithfully 

proclaimed God’s Word in several pulpits.  

 

The man’s name was John Newton. His reflections are 

recorded in one of our beautiful hymns “ Amazing 

Grace.” You see, when you consider the conversion of 

John Newton you have to admit that it really was 

amazing. Now whenever a person trusts Christ and is 

saved it is an amazing experience. It is amazing 

because a miracle takes place. The spiritually dead 

sinner is raised to eternal life. He is brought from 

darkness to light. ( 1 Pet 2:9) This is the experience of 

every soul who turns to Christ in repentance and faith  

( Acts 20:21 ) but the circumstances that surround 

some conversions are much more marvellous than 

others. 

 

When I trusted the Lord Jesus as a boy of nine years of 

age it was within the quietness of my own home. I did 

not raise a hand or walk an aisle. I simply opened my 

heart to Christ and I was saved. These circumstances 

were quite different from the conversion of the apostle 



 

 

Paul. ( Acts 9:1-8 ) I mean he saw a light. He heard a 

voice. He saw the risen Lord ? Each conversion is 

amazing but the circumstances of some conversions 

are more amazing than others. Now when you consider 

the conversion of the dying thief you have to admit 

that it really was amazing. I mean can you picture this 

scene ? Here he was a lost soul on his way to an 

imminent hell when he suddenly flung his soul at the 

feet of Jesus. And he was saved. There and then and 

went with the Saviour to paradise. How did it all 

happen ? How did this soul hovering over the brink of 

hell get saved and get ready for heaven ? Will come 

with me to Calvary and consider with me the amazing 

aspects of this man’s salvation.  

  

(1)  THE SITUATION OF CHRIST ON THE 

CROSS 

 

You see, when they crucified the Lord Jesus they put 

him between two thieves. Look if you will at  

( 23:33 Matt 27:44 ) John speaking of Calvary says 

this, “ where they crucified him and two other with 

him on either side one and Jesus in the midst.”  

( Jn 19:18 ) Now they could have put the two thieves 

together. In fact that would have been the natural 

thing to do. In all probability these two men were 

partners in crime ( 23:39 ) and it would have been a 

good thing for the soldiers to put these two friends 

together. Instead they put the Lord Jesus between the 

two thieves. The Lord Jesus was in the midst. This was 

an amazing situation.  But you see this was, 

 

(a) THE FULFILMENT OF DIVINE PROPHECY: 

 

When Pilate gave orders that Christ should be 

crucified between two malefactors he was fulfilling 

God’s prophetic Word. You see, 700 years before this 

Roman officer gave this command God had declared 

through the prophet Isaiah that his “ Son should be 

numbered with the transgressors.” ( Isa 53: 12 ) 

Indeed Mark in his gospel tells us “ And with him they 

crucified two thieves the one on his right hand and the 

other on his left. And the scriptures was fulfilled which 

saith and he was numbered with the transgressors.”  

( Mk 15:27-28 ) You see, what God prophesied came 

to pass for not a single Word of God can fall to the 

ground. Remember that at Calvary not only was the 

wicked hand of man at work but the wondrous hand of 

God was at work. Man was fulfilling the plan of God 

and he was also fulfilling Old Testament prophecy. 

And just as God had announced it so it came to pass.  

 

For whatever God promises He is well able also to 

perform. ( Rom 4:21 ) My …. multitudes of prophecies 

were fulfilled that day at Calvary because God is true 

to His Word. You see, we hold in our hands the 

authentic Word of the living God and everything God 

says will surely come to pass. Does God say that He 

will save you if you call upon Him ? Then rest assured 

that He will keep His Word. Does God say that He will 

keep you if you trust Him ? Then believe that He will 

keep His Word. Does God say that the blood of His 

Son can cleanse you from all sin ? Then come to that 

fountain and know His pardon for He will surely keep 



 

 

His Word. “ For hath he not said and shall he not do it 

hath he not spoken and shall he not make it good.” 

( Num 23:19) (a) 

 

(b) THE FULILMENT OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE: 

 

What is providence ? “ That work of God in which he 

preserves all his creatures is active in all that happens 

in the world and directs all things to their appointed 

end.” Our Lord Jesus was crucified between two 

thieves because God was working out his gracious 

providence. It was no accident that the Lord of 

Glory was crucified between two thieves. John talks 

about “ Jesus in the midst.”  “ Jesus in the midst,” 

here the thieves could  

 

1. Hear His Words: They could hear Christ pray 

repeatedly “ Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do,” ( 23:34 ) The Holy Spirit of God could 

take that prayer and speak to their hearts. “ Here is one 

who forgives and prays that others might be forgiven.” 

 

2. Read His Title: It was perhaps the first Gospel tract 

that was ever written and it hung over the head of the 

Lord Jesus “ This is Jesus of Nazareth the King of the 

Jews.” ( John 19:19 ) I mean did that title not tell them 

who Christ was. He is Jesus which means “ Saviour,” 

He is Jesus of Nazareth. He came from a despised and 

rejected place identified with the outcasts. He is the 

King of the Jews. He is a Saviour who has a kingdom. 

So in reading this title they got the message of the 

Gospel. He is the Saviour of lost sinners. He has a 

kingdom and He is the King of the Jews.  

 

3. Witness His Mockery: For milling around the 

Cross the soldiers and the rulers mocked him  

( 23:36-37 ) Listen to what they said “ He saved others 

let him save himself if he be Christ the chosen of 

God.”  I can imagine one thief at least saying to 

himself “ If He saved others then He can save me.” 

Now do you see why Christ was in the midst ? You 

see, God used the words that Christ spoke, the title that 

Christ had, the mockery that Christ endured to bring 

this soul from death to life. Slowly, it all condensed in 

his mind. He remembered, perhaps Bible portions he 

had memorized as a boy, along with bits and pieces he 

had heard over this past three years about the 

marvellous life of this man. Conviction and faith took 

root. Seedtime and harvest came at the same time in 

his soul. This was the Son of God. This was the King 

of Israel.  

 

My …. God still works in His providence to set up 

situations for people, for you to be saved. No-one is 

ever saved by accident. ( 2 Tim 1:9 ) I wonder what 

circumstances the Lord is using to speak to your soul ?  

My …. has God spoken to you through that illness ? 

Has He laid you low that you might you look up ? Has 

He spoken to you through those trials, problems and 

burdens in life ? Maybe it’s been the death of a loved 

one or friend that has called you to think about your 

own mortality. My …. has the Lord been setting up 

circumstances to convince you, to convict you, to 



 

 

convert you, to bring you to Himself ? Do you know 

something ? This service is another situation that the 

Lord has set up to draw you to Christ. ( 2 Pet 3:9 ) 

Don’t miss this opportunity of trusting the Saviour. (1) 

 

(2)  THE SUPPLICATION TO CHRIST AT THE 

CROSS 

 

You see, this prayer that this thief prayed is truly one 

of the amazing prayers in the Bible. ( 23:42 ) “ Lord 

remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”  

( 23:42 ) Think of, 

 

(a) THE AMAZING COURAGE OF THIS 

PRAYER: 

 

You see, nobody else was asking Christ for salvation. 

The priest and the rulers were mocking Christ.  

( Matt 27:41 ) The crowd was opposing Christ. This 

thief’s partner in crime was railing on Christ yet here 

was a man who dared to believe on the Saviour. Some 

of you here this ….. don’t want to trust Christ because 

you are afraid of people. My …. is this you ? Are you 

afraid of what others will say or think or do ? Are you 

afraid of the reaction in the office …. ? In the ward ? 

In the home, in the college. Listen to what the Bible 

says “ The fear of man bringeth a snare but whoso 

putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.” 

( Prov 29:25 ) My …. don’t let your friends take you 

down the road to hell. (a) But there was, 

 

(b) THE AMAZING CONFESSION IN THIS 

PRAYER: 

 

Look at what he had to confess when he prayed this 

prayer. He admitted that he feared God, he was not an 

agnostic, he was not an atheist, he was not irreligious. 

He admitted his guilt. “ And we indeed justly,”  

( 23:41 ) He admitted that he deserved this 

punishment. He admitted that the Lord Jesus was 

innocent, and he admitted that there was life after 

death. Now is that not an amazing confession ? You 

see, here was a 

 

1. Man who had a sight of his own Sinfulness: 

 

He recognized that he was a transgressor. He says  

“ We’re getting what we deserved.” ( 23:41 ) He said  

“ Yes we are suffering, but we are suffering because 

we deserve to suffer.” The wages of sin is death. The 

soul that sinneth it shall die. Whatever a man sows that 

shall he also reap. This man knew this. He understood 

this. “ We receive the due reward of our deeds,”  

( 23:41 ) His public sins had been written out with a 

firm hand and nailed to his cross, but what of his 

private sins ? What about his secret sins ? What about 

the sins of omission ? The things that he ought to have 

done but he left undone. My …. what about your sin ? 

Do you realise that you’re a sinner ? Have you ever 

confessed it to God ? I heard of a Navy squadron of 

fliers that were out on maneuvers and the Admiral had 

given strict orders that no-one was to break radio 

silence. The Admiral had his headset on and he heard 



 

 

someone say however, “ I’m all fouled up.” He knew 

it was one of the men out there in one of those planes 

and he said, “ Whoever said that, whoever broke 

silence, I want him to give me his name now.”  There 

was another moment of silence and then a quavering 

voice said, “ I am fouled up, but I am not that fouled 

up.” Is this the way it is with you ? Do you think 

you’re not that fouled up ? Is this the reason you are 

not saved ? You’ve never confessed your sinfulness. 

You say, “ Well, I am not as big a sinner as he was.” 

My …. it does not make any difference. You see, its 

not the amount of sin, it’s the fact of sin. The Bible 

says, “ For all have sinned and come short of the glory 

of God.” ( Rom 3:23 ) And you’ll never be saved until 

you see your own sinfulness.  

 

2. Man who testified to Christ’s Sinlessness:  

 

“ But this man hath done nothing amiss,” ( 23:41 ) Or 

“ this man never did anything wrong in his life.” This 

thief not only realized that he was dying because of his 

sin, he realized that Christ was dying for his sins. 

Somehow the Spirit of God opened the eyes of this 

thief and he saw Christ in the true light as being the 

sinless Son of God. My …. if you could put the Lord 

Jesus under a microscope like a perfectly cut diamond 

you would find no fault, no failure, no foible. The 

reason is, He is God. Christ was not God because He 

was sinless. He was sinless because He was God. My 

…. That’s why you can trust Him this …. because He 

was the sinless, spotless, Son of God.  

 

3. Man who confessed the Godhead of Christ: 

 

For he said, “ Lord.” You see, he saw Deity in the 

Lord Jesus. Here was the Saviour nailed to a tree. The 

object of Jewish hatred and the butt of a vulgar mobs 

ridicule. Oh this thief had heard the scornful challenge 

of the priest’s “ If thou be the Son of God come down 

from the cross.” ( Matt 27:40 ) and no response was 

given but moved by faith and not by sight he sees and 

confesses the Deity of the central sufferer. He saw the 

“ glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  

( 2 Cor 4:6 ) Tell me, have you recognized who this is 

who hangs on the central tree ? Do you realise that this 

is none other than the Lord of glory ? Have you fallen 

at His feet and cried, “ Lord.”  

 

4. Man who believed in life after Death: 

 

“ Lord remember me when thou comest into thy 

kingdom.” He realized that dead men do not have 

Kingdom’s and he was offering himself to be a willing 

subject of the King. My …. do you believe that there is 

life after death ? Are you prepared for it ? If you were 

to die now where would you go ? What a prayer this 

was. Here was also a, 

 

5. Man who believed Christ had the power to save 

Him:  

 

So he asked him to do it. “ Lord remember me,” do 

you know something ? If that thief had died the 

moment he said, “ Lord,” he would have gone straight 



 

 

to glory. For the Bible says, “ if thou shalt confess with 

thy mouth the Lord Jesus …. thou shalt be saved.”  

( Rom 10:9 ) The Bible says, “ For whosoever shall 

call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

( Rom 10:13 ) My …. here is how you are saved. 

Don’t allow the Devil to complicate it or confuse it. 

Here was a man whose hours were numbered, whose 

grave was ready, yet he was saved because he called 

on the name of the Lord. Have you ever done that ? 

Have you ever lifted up your heart and said, “ Lord 

remember me, Lord save me.” Now how did Christ 

respond ? (1) (2)  

 

(3) THE SALVATION FROM CHRIST 

THROUGH THE CROSS 

 

“ Verily I say unto thee to day shalt thou be with me in 

paradise.” ( 23:43 ) Do you see what Christ gave to 

this man ? 

 

(a) A GRACIOUS SALVATION: 

 

I mean how was this man saved ? Was he saved by 

good works ? No, for he was nailed to a cross. Was he 

saved by giving money ? Absolutely not for he was 

penniless. Was he saved by church membership ? No, 

for he never joined one. Was he saved by baptism ? 

No, for he did not have time. All he had was God’s 

grace and his faith. Paul put is like this, “ For by grace 

are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves it 

is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should 

boast.” ( Eph 2:8-9 ) Did you know that there are only 

three ways today that men try to spell salvation ? Some 

try to spell salvation “ don’t.” Don’t do this and don’t 

do that and you’ll be saved. Others try to spell 

salvation “ do.”  Do this and do that and do the other 

and you’ll be saved. But that’s also false. Do you want 

to know how to spell salvation ? “ Done.” For when 

Christ was on the cross He cried, “ It is finished.”  

( Jn 19:30 ) Materialism says buy your way out. The 

politician says legislate your way out. The military 

says fight your way out. Industry says work your way 

out. Philosophy says think your way out. But Christ 

says, “ I am the way out.” ( Jn 14:6 ) You see, this 

salvation is all of grace. Have you been saved by grace 

alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone ? (a) 

 

(b) A GUARANTEED SALVATION: 

 

This thief only had one assurance that he indeed was 

going to heaven, and that was the Word of God. “ And 

Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, today shalt 

thou be with me in paradise.” ( 23:43 ) Do you see that 

word “ Verily ?” Its the Greek word “ Amen.” It is a 

word of affirmation, a word that guarantees the truth of 

what is being said. Christ was saying “ I tell the truth 

today ….,” My …. this is not a hope so salvation, nor a 

guess so salvation, this is a know so salvation. How 

did this man know that his salvation was secure ? 

Because Christ told him so, and the Lord Jesus gives 

us the same assurance in His Word today. He says,  

“ He that heareth my word and believeth on him that 

sent me, hath everlasting life and shall not come into 

condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.”  



 

 

( Jn 5:24 ) I hear folk say, “ Well, you won’t know if 

you are saved until you die.” That’s just a little bit to 

close for me. I want to know before I die that I am 

going to heaven. And I can know, through the Word of 

God. If God says it, that settles it, and I believe it. 

Christ says to this thief “ Today …. paradise.” No 

purgatory, no soul sleep, but simply absent from the 

body and present with the Lord. My …. that man’s 

soul was in heaven before the undertaker heard that he 

was dead. (a) (b) 

 

(c) A GLORIOUS SALVATION: 

 

“ Today with me in paradise,” ( 23:43 ) The last 

person Christ saw on earth was the first person Christ 

welcomed in heaven. Here was a man who went 

straight to heaven from the cross and began to walk on 

streets of gold. In a place of glory where there will be 

no more pain, sorrow, sin, tears or death.  

( 2 Cor 12:2-4 ) Soon the Saviour of sinners died. But 

just over death’s dark river Christ waited. Between, 

five and six o’clock that day cruel hands put a vicious 

end to the agonies of this dying thief launching him 

into eternity. But he was met on the other shore by the 

Lord Jesus Himself. Pierced hand clasped pierced 

hand, and that poor thief was conducted into paradise 

by the Saviour Himself. For when a child of God dies 

he goes straight to heaven. In London, there’s a 

tombstone with an unusual epitaph. It’s the tombstone 

of a man named Solomon Peas. And he gave 

instruction that these words should be on his 

tombstone. 

Beneath these clods and beneath these trees 

Lies the body of Solomon Peas 

This is not Peas, its only his pod 

Peas has shelled out and gone home to God 

 

I wonder on that fateful day when you leave time for 

eternity will the Saviour say to you, “ Today …. 

paradise.”  Tell me, is this your prospect ?  One 

moment after you die, will you be in paradise or 

perdition, in heaven or hell ?  

James Merritt tells the story of a little boy who lived 

next to an old man who was known to be the wisest 

man in town. Well, one day this little boy thought he 

would try to fool this man. He thought up a problem to 

which there would be no right answer. He caught a 

little bird, and he thought to himself, I will put the bird 

in my hand and I will ask this man, if he is alive or 

dead. If the man answers that he is alive, I will crush 

the bird and show that he is dead. But if he says that 

the bird is dead, I will open my hand and show that the 

bird is alive.  

 

So he went to the man next door. He said, “ I have a 

bird in my hand. Now tell me, if you are so wise, is it 

dead or is it alive ?” Well, this wise man thought for a 

moment and then he said, “ Son, that’s up to you.” 

One thief was saved that none might despair, one thief 

was lost that none might presume. Which will you be 

like ? The choice is up to you. One of these days you 

will leave time for eternity. Where will you be ? The 

choice is up to you. “ What shall you do then with 

Jesus, which is called Christ ?” ( Matt 27:22 ) 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


