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CRIES FROM THE CROSS 

 

Reading: John 19:23-30 

 

3. THE CRY OF AFFECTION 

 

Francis Crosby more commonly known as Fanny Crosby 

was a prolific hymn writer, and many of her songs 

focused on the theme of the cross. This one that we have 

just sang “ Jesus keep me near the cross,”  was composed 

after Cincinnati businessman William Doane gave her a 

melody he had written. Fanny, listening to it, felt it said,  

“ Jesus keep me near the cross,” and she promptly wrote 

the words. If we had lived in the day of Christ’s 

crucifixion, I wonder how near we would have been to the 

cross. Would we have gotten close enough to see the 

agony on His face, to hear the final words that He spoke, 

to witness the blood as it poured from his wounds ? I just 

wonder how near the cross we would have been ? You see, 

its one thing to sing, “ Jesus keep me near the cross,” but 

its quite another thing to actually stay near the cross. 

The four Roman soldiers were there at Calvary but they 

were there out of Duty.  

 

The taunting voices of the chief priest’s could be heard at 

Calvary but they were there out of Derision. But there 

were other voices too, hushed and solemn coming from 

another smaller group standing apart from the rest. This 

group comprised of four women with the apostle John. 

But they were not there out of Duty and they were not 

there out of Derision, they were there out of Devotion. 

We can count up to four women but only one man. More 

often than not women show a greater devotion to the Lord 

Jesus than do men. In many of our congregations their 

loyalty is evident and so often they eclipse men in their 

dedication. Our Lord was comforted in the hour of His 

greatest need to know that one group of people near the 

cross was not there to scoff at Him but because in their 

love and loyalty they wanted to be near Him. The Lord’s 

first cry from the cross was a Prayer: “ Father, forgive 

them for they know not what they do,” ( Lk 23:34 ) The 

Lord’s second cry from the cross was a Promise: “ Today 

shalt thou be with me in paradise,” ( Lk 23:43 ) the 

Lord’s third cry from the cross made a Provision: for the 

Saviour looked down, as best he could from the Cross and 

spoke for the last time to His mother. 

 

What He said was simple, remarkable, not so much for 

what He did say as for He left unsaid. He offered no 

explanation of His sufferings. He did not talk to Mary of 

heaven. None of these things were mentioned in the short 

sentence He spoke to her. He had one, very practical thing 

to say. Unable to give any signal, save perhaps with His 

eyes, He directed her attention to the one disciple standing 

with her, “ Woman behold thy son !” From now on Mary 

was to look to another Son in His place to take care of her. 

Then he spoke to John, without even calling him by his 

name, “ Behold thy mother,” “ Woman behold thy son. 

Behold thy mother.” Now in order to impress this scene 

upon our minds, it may help to remember that there were 

three people involved in this third cry from the cross. 
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They were the Lord Jesus, Mary His earthly mother and 

the disciple whom Jesus loved John. There were three 

people here and they present three pictures around the 

Cross. 

 

(1) PICTURE NUMBER 1: MARY BY THE CROSS 

 

For John says in ( 19:25 ) “ Now there stood by the cross 

of Jesus his mother.” Mary was there. This was the same 

Mary that had an angel tell her, “ Fear not Mary, for thou 

hast found favour with God. And behold thou shalt 

conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son and shalt call 

his name Jesus.” ( Lk 1:30-31 ) After the days of Christ’s 

infancy and childhood, and during all the public ministry 

of Christ, we see and hear so little of Mary. Her life was 

lived in the background among the shadows. But now 

when the supreme hour strikes of her Son’s agony, when 

the world has cast out the child of her womb she stands 

there by the Cross. Can you picture the scene ?  Mary 

nearest, to the cruel tree. Can you try and read the 

emotion’s and thoughts of that mother’s heart ? She is the 

dying man’s mother. The One who agonizes there on 

there on the cross is her child. Isn’t it beautiful, to see this 

mother of Jesus standing there ? 

 

Isn’t it a beautiful thing to see the love of a mother 

for her children ? No mother is ever ready to give up her 

children.  R. G. Lee the famous American pastor was 

called one night to a hospital where a young couple in his 

church was, and when he went to the hospital and walked 

into the hospital room there was that little baby, not even 

a year old. And the little baby was dead. And the nurses 

said to the preacher, “ Dr. Lee, the mother doesn’t want to 

leave. See if you can’t help us to get her to leave. We’ve 

got to call for the undertaker, and we’ve got to take the 

baby away.”  And so he turned to the young mother to get 

her to let them take her away and she said, “ Dr. Lee, 

don’t let them take my baby away. Oh, Dr. Lee, don’t let 

them take my baby away.” She said, “ Give me one more 

night. Just give me one more night with my baby.”  And 

Dr. Lee said he said to the nurses, “ Put the baby in her 

arms for one more night.” He said that mother put that 

little dead baby’s body in her arms and cooed and sang to 

it, and rocked it through the hours of that night, and she 

had one more night with her dead baby. And, oh, the love 

of a mother for her child.  And so there is the Lord Jesus 

dying on that cross, and there is His precious mother.   

 

It was Mary who first planted kisses on that brow now 

crowned with thorns. It was Mary who guided those hands 

and feet now nailed to a tree. Oh, His disciples may desert 

him, His nation may despise him but His mother stands 

there at the foot of His Cross. My …. who can fathom or 

analyze that mother heart ? (1) And by the cross we 

cannot help but be struck with, 

 

(a) HER STANCE 

 

Do you see what John says ? “ Now there stood by the 

cross of Jesus his mother ….,” I mean the crowds are 

mocking, the thieves are taunting, the priests are jeering, 

the soldiers are gambling, and the Saviour is bleeding, He 

is dying for your sins and mine and there is His mother 

beholding the horrible mockery. Mother, would you try 



 

 

and step into Mary’s shoes for a moment ? I mean we 

would not have been surprised if Mary had swooned at 

such a sight, we would not have wondered if she had 

turned away from such a spectacle if she had fled from 

such a scene. But no. There she is. “ Now there stood by 

the cross of Jesus his mother.” She does not flee, she does 

not faint, she does not sink to the ground in grief. “ There 

stood ….,”  What tremendous courage. “ There stood,” 

What marvellous fortitude. Was it not reverence for the 

Lord which kept her from disturbing His last moments ?  

 

(b) HER SILENCE: 

 

It’s interesting to note that we find Mary at the beginning 

of the Gospel of John and at the end of the Gospel of 

John. We find her in ( John Ch 2 ) and then in  

( John Ch 19 ) but the two incidents are in contrast. In  

( John 2) Mary is attending a wedding and is involved in 

the joys of a feast. In ( John 19 ) she is involved in the 

sorrows of a funeral. In ( John 2 ) the Lord Jesus 

displayed His  Power. But in ( John 19 ) the Lord Jesus is 

dying in shame. In ( John 2 ) we find Mary Speaking. 

They had run out of wine and Mary said “ They have no 

wine,” ( John 2:4-5 ) But in ( John 19) Mary is Silent. 

You see the one person who could have rescued the Lord 

Jesus from the cross was his mother, Mary. All Mary 

would have to do was to walk up to the Roman 

Authorities and say “ I am his Mother. I understand Him 

better than anyone else. What He says is not true 

therefore would you deliver him ?” Now had Mary given 

this witness she could have saved the Lord Jesus But she 

kept quiet. Do you know why Mary kept quiet ? Her 

Silence was testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son Of God. 

My …. if anybody knows a son it is certainly his mother. 

My...if Jesus Christ were not what He claimed to be, Mary 

could have saved him. But she kept silent and her silence 

to me is an eloquent testimony that the Christ we present 

to you in the gospel this …. is God. My …. do you 

recognise who this is who hangs on Golgotha’s tree ? Do 

you realize that this is none other than “ the Lord of  

Glory ?” This is very Son of the living God. Yes, by the 

cross we see her (a) (b) and by the cross we see, 

 

(c) HER SORROW: 

 

For as Jesus Christ, hung on that old rugged cross, the 

prophecy of Simeon was being fulfilled. Do you recall 

what old Simeon said when the child Jesus was brought to 

the temple ? “ A sword shall pierce through thy own soul 

also.” ( Luke 2:35) When Mary was discovered with child 

she began to suffer shame and reproach. Mary was 

misunderstood. People gossiped about her. Then they had 

to flee from Bethlehem and escape the sword and yet 

some innocent children died because of her baby. I 

wonder how Mary must felt about that ? Did she not feel 

the sword in her soul ? When our Lord Jesus was a youth, 

he said to her “ Wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father’s business ?” ( Luke 2:49 ) My …. at times Mary 

really did not understand Him. The sword was going 

through her own soul and she experienced the climax of 

that suffering at the Cross. At the cross Mary suffered 

because Christ died. She suffered because of the way He 

died. On a cross, numbered with the transgressors. She 

suffered because of where He died. In public with all sorts 



 

 

of people going by. My …. Paul says “ this thing was not 

done in a corner.” ( Acts 26:26 ) But rather openly, 

publicly and shamefully our Lord was crucified. And 

there stood Mary feeling the sword go through her soul. 

“ Now there by the cross of Jesus his mother.” But the 

Lord Jesus saw her and assured her of his love. My …. 

like Mary are you going through a crisis experience ? 

Christian ….  are you standing by and suffering intensely 

because of something that has happened ? I want you to 

know that the Lord Jesus always assures us of his love. He 

feels your sorrow, He knows your loneliness, He meets 

your need. “ Standing somewhere in the shadows,” (1) 

 

(2) PICTURE NUMBER 2: CHRIST ON THE CROSS 

 

You see, the Lord Jesus could see His mother from the 

cross. He did not need to be told of her feelings. He knew 

of the sword that was piercing her soul and He had 

something to say to her. You see, as they nailed Him to 

that cross, Christ was thinking, “ What will happen to my 

earthly mother ?” As they erected that old rugged cross, 

His concern for Mary his mother grew. Now it’s 

interesting to notice that the Saviour’s half - brothers and 

sisters, Mary’s other children were not at the cross.  

( Mark 6:3 ) Moreover it seems probable from the silence 

of Scripture that Joseph had died some years earlier. You 

see, Mary was at the Cross as a widow the only member 

of her family to witness the death of the Lord Jesus. What 

had our Lord to say to her ? Well her greatest need at that 

moment was someone to comfort her and someone to care 

for her. The Lord Jesus could no longer exercise that 

responsibility so He gave her over to the care of John.  

“ Woman behold thy son,” I want you to notice that in 

these words the Lord tells us about, 

 

(a) HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HER 

 

Do you see how He addresses her ? “ Woman,” Now at 

least four times in these verses John uses the word  

“ mother.” Yet when the Lord Jesus spoke to her He did 

not call her Mother. He said “ Woman ….,” Now this is a 

tile of honour and respect but it is not the term that we 

would expect a son to use when speaking to his mother. 

Indeed we go so far as saying that never once did the 

Lord Jesus publicly call Mary, mother. Why ? Because in 

His Omniscience Christ knew that the day was coming  

when a large segment of Christendom would worship 

Mary calling her “ The Queen of Heaven,” “ The Mother 

of God,” “ The Mother of the Church,” “ The  

Co-redemptrix,” meaning that Mary is just as much our 

Redeemer as Christ. “ The Mediatrix for sinners,” 

meaning that Mary is just as much our Mediator as 

Christ. 

 

My …. Mary is to be honoured but she is not to be 

worshipped. We are told in the Gospel of Luke that Mary 

herself said she rejoiced in God her Saviour. My …. Mary 

was saved by faith like any other sinner. Elizabeth did not 

say, “ Blessed art thou above women,” Elizabeth said  

“ Blessed art thou among women.” ( LK 1:42 ) You see, 

when the Lord Jesus said “ Woman, behold thy son,” He 

was not only making a provision for His mother, He was 

making a protection for the church soon to be born and 

later to be corrupted. You see, one of Rome’s dogma’s is 



 

 

that Mary is co-redemptrix with Christ. In Rome, in the 

courtyard of Mary Major there is a tall crucifix that 

depicts Mary hanging on the cross back to back with the 

Lord Jesus dying for ours sins along with Him. You see, 

Christ knew what Rome would do so He put a distance 

between her and Himself. He was ending a natural 

relationship and He was establishing a spiritual 

relationship. From this point on Christ will be no longer 

Mary's Son, but Mary’s Saviour. My ….  Mary needed a 

Saviour. Mary needed a Mediator and she found both in 

Christ. ( Luke 1:47 ) My …. listen the Word of God is 

abundantly clear “ For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and men the man Christ Jesus.”  

( 1 Tim 2:5 ) Herschel Hobbs says “ One in number, male 

in sex, Christ Jesus not Mary.” Do you remember Peter’s 

powerful proclamation ? “ Neither is salvation in any 

other for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men whereby we must be saved.” ( Acts 4:12 )  

 

My …. are you saved ? What name are you depending on 

for eternity ? The name of Mary ? The name of Prince 

William of Orange ? The name of Roman Catholic ? The 

name of Protestant ? Your church name ? Your own good 

name ? My …. you will die and go to hell, if you are 

resting on any other name but the name of Christ. 

 

There is no other name than thine 

Jehovah - Jesus name divine 

On which to rest for sins forgiven 

For peace with God, for hope of heaven 

 

(b) HIS RESPECT FOR HER 

“ Woman,” a title of respect “ behold thy son.” You see 

even in the hour of his death He honoured His mother by 

making arrangements for her future care. It was as though 

he was saying to Mary, “ I am going back to Heaven. 

Because of this you and I must have a whole new 

relationship. But in order to give peace to your heart, in 

order to heal up your broken heart where the sword has 

pierced so deeply I’m giving you John.” In this the Lord 

Jesus has set us a wonderful example. You see Christ 

didn’t merely declare His word, He did it. He knew the 

word. And He knew that the Word said in ( Ex 20:12 ) 

“ Honour thy father and thy mother that thy days may be 

long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”  

Now what does it mean to “ honor,” your parents?  Well . 

the idea behind the word translated “ honor,” is respect  

reverence. This word means to hold in high esteem. And 

the greatest way to hold them in high esteem is by 

obeying them. 

 

My …. are you still living at home ? Are you obeying 

your parents ? The book of Proverbs says, “ the eye that 

mocketh at his father and despiseth to obey his mother, 

the ravens of the valley shall pick it out and the young 

eagles shall eat it.” ( 30:17 ) Do you understand what that 

means ?  That means that God’s judgment will fall on the 

person who disrespects his father and mother. D.L. 

Moody, said “ I have lived over 60 years and I have 

learned one thing if I have learned nothing else.  No man 

or woman who dishonors father or mother ever prospers.”  

I heard recently that children usually pass through 4 stages 

in their relationship with their parents. They Idolize their 

parents: that’s when they think that their parents can do no 



 

 

wrong. They Demonize their parents: that’s when their 

parents are the source of all their misery and pain. They  

Utilize their parents. “ Dad, how about the keys to the  

car ?” Using their parents. They Humanize their parents:  

That’s when they realize that their parents are neither 

divine nor demonic, just humans with good points and bad 

points. “ Honour thy father and mother,” Obey them in 

your younger years. Support them in their older  

years. Honor them in all their years. And that’s what 

Christ wanted to do. Can you see His (a) (b)  

 

(c) HIS RESPONSIBILTY TO HER: 

 

Now you think about what the Lord Jesus was doing. He 

was dying as the Saviour of Sinners. He was engaged in 

the most momentous and the most stupendous undertaking 

that this world ever has or ever will witness. Yet in this 

hour He did not forget the practical needs of one person. 

His words to Mary were not, “ I am so engaged in this 

mighty work of the world’s redemption that I am unable to 

concern myself with lesser matter’s.” On the contrary the 

Lord Jesus made practical arrangements which would help 

Mary in the immediate heart-breaking hours and days 

following his death. “ And from that hour that disciple 

took her unto his own home.” ( 19:27 ) My Christian …. 

have there been times in your life when you have sought 

to be of service to the people of God, to the work of God, 

and to the church of God to the neglect of your own wife 

and children ? Do you that you can ignore responsibilities 

at home as long as you are serving the Lord ? Then 

visit the cross. Do you think that you can preach, teach 

and sing and be up to your neck in Christian work to the 

neglect of your own family, then get to the cross. For in 

this hour when the Saviour was “ making a way back to 

God from the dark paths of sin,” He did not forget the 

practical needs of Mary. Yes, there are three people here 

and they present three pictures to us. (1) (2) 

 

(3) PICTURE NUMBER 3: JOHN NEAR THE 

CROSS 

 

“ Jesus keep me near the Cross,” how near John was to 

the cross we don’t know, but we know that, he was 

standing alongside Mary, with the small group of women 

who were here. “ Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 

mother ! And from that hour that disciple took her to his 

own home.” ( 19:27 ) Christ was saying “ John, be like a 

son to my mother. I want you to take my place, give her 

safety, give her security and give her shelter.” Now I 

want you to see this man standing at the foot of the cross.  

His name is John. The disciple that Jesus loved. There are 

a few things we need to remember about John.  

 

(a) THERE WAS JOHN’S RETREAT: 

 

“ Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.”  

( Matt 26:56 ) And John was with them. John fled. John 

forsook Him. John retreated. John ran. “ Then all the 

disciples forsook Him and fled.” The Lord Jesus had 

forewarned them of their failure “ All ye shall be offended 

because of me this night.” ( Matt 26:31 ) The word  

“ offended,” might be rendered “ scandalized.” The 

disciples were ashamed to be found in his company. They 

thought that it was no longer safe to remain with him. So  



 

 

 

“ they all forsook him and fled.” ( Matt 26:56 ) John is 

what I’d call a backslider.  Now you ask, “ What’s a 

backslider ?” A backslider is a person who gets saved and 

afterwards drifts away from the Lord and sometimes into 

open sin. A backslider is a person who knows the Lord 

but because of a lack of time in the Word of God and the 

worship of God, their fellowship with the Lord has grown 

cold. Am I speaking to some backsliders this …. ? Once  

you  were concerned about sowing seeds and winning 

souls, but Hell doesn’t seem as hot as it once was. (a) But, 

 

(b) THERE WAS JOHN’S RETURN: 

 

Do you see it ?  I mean standing near the cross was “ the 

disciple …. whom he loved,” ( Jn19:26 ) My …., John 

came back to the Cross. Is that where you need to come 

this ….,? Christian …. have you strayed ? Have you 

disobeyed ? Have you lost your zeal for holiness ?  Come 

back to Jesus. Come back to Jesus. John came back.  And 

notice that Christ didn’t rebuke him, He didn’t scold him, 

He did not preach a message to him. Oh …. no. (a) (b) 

 

(c) THERE WAS JOHN’S RESPONSIBILITY: 

 

Christ gave this backslider a responsibility. And that 

responsibility was to take care of His mother. Isn’t that 

just like the Lord ? I mean, to give a responsibility to this 

disciple that had returned to Him. Jesus Christ receives 

backsliders. Jesus Christ restores backsliders. Jesus Christ 

reuses backsliders. “ John you are going to take my place. 

I will no longer be on earth to watch over Mary my 

earthly mother so you are going to take my place and be a 

son to her.” Do you know something ? All of us who are 

Christians are taking His place.  Do you recall what Christ 

said after His resurrection ? “ As my Father hath sent me 

even so send I you.” ( John 20:21 ) The Son represented 

the Father. We are to represent the Son. But tell me, this  

…. what does the cross mean to you ? My …. as you 

stand under the shadow of Calvary, do you realize that He 

took your place, sealed your pardon, died your death, bare 

your sins, met your judgment ? And all you have to do 

this …. is “ Behold the Son,” “ Behold the Lamb of God  

which taketh …. world.”  

 

During the American Civil War a group of bandits had 

been caught. In due course there were to be shot but just 

as the firing squad were about to shoot, a man ran 

shouting, “ I’m equally guilty, but I am single, this man 

has wife and kids, I want to take His place.” The 

substitution was made and the shots rang out. Some years 

later one man came on another in a graveyard in Missouri. 

He had placed a wooden slab on the grave with the words 

“ He died for me.” Later that man became rich and 

erected a memorial and put on it this inscription. 

 

Sacred to the memory of Willie Lee 

He took my place in the line 

And died for me 

 

Do you realise Christ died for you ? Lives for you, is here 

to be your Saviour. Will you look by faith to Him now ? 

 



 

 

 

 


