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Reading: John 3:1-17 

 

THE WONDROUS STORY 

 

1. THE GOD OF THE BIBLE 

 

A man was sitting in a train station reading his Bible when a sceptic passed by. The sceptic 

walked past him several times looking annoyed. Finally, he stopped and asked, “ You don’t 

believe everything in that Book do you ?” The man looked up and replied, “ To be perfectly 

honest with you I must admit that I have found one verse every hard to believe.” “ Oh, I 

thought so,” said the critic, “ tell me what is it ?” “ The man said,  

“ It is John 3:16, for God so loved …. life.” These my …. are the greatest words ever spoken, 

for they tell in simplicity and clarity the wondrous story of the Christ who died for me. That 

hymn that we have sang this …. was written by a Baptist preacher of the mid 1800’s Francis H. 

Rowley. He was pastor of the 1st Baptist Church of North Adams Massachusetts. This hymn 

was presented to Ira D. Sankey as a gift and Sankey was so impressed with it that he had it 

published and it soon became a very popular hymn of the church. 

“ I will sing the wondrous story of the Christ who died for me, how He left His home in glory 

for the cross of Calvary.”  

 

My …. this story of God’s love and the Christ who died on Calvary is a wondrous story. It’s a 

story that ought to cause every Christian to shout at the top of their voice and to sing from the 

bottom of their hearts. Now nowhere in all the Bible is this story better told than in  

( John 3:16 ) This text has been described in various ways. Martin Luther called it, “ The 

miniature Gospel, the Little Bible.” “ What,” said Luther “ can be compared to this wonderful 

brevity.” He said, “ I love this text beyond measure, the world’s greatest love story, Christ’s 

gospel in one verse.” Charles Simeon was a British pastor who preached for more than 54 

years at Cambridge. Every Friday afternoon, the upper class men of Cambridge, especially 

those who were entering the ministry would gather at his home. It was a time when the great 

preacher would give instruction to these students. These Friday afternoon meetings got to be 

known as Simeon’s conversational parties. 

 

One Friday afternoon Charles Simeon said that he never liked to write a letter on a delicate 

point. He said, “ If I speak with a man I can stop when I see it is doing harm. You cannot 

hesitate on paper, you cannot weep on paper, you cannot give on paper the tone of love, you 

cannot look kindness upon paper.” Charles Simeon was right as far as human writings are 

concerned, but when it comes to divine writings, ( John 3:16 ) as no other verse in the Bible 

reveals the great heart of God. The text itself revolves around ten words. God, loved, world, 

gave, Son, whosoever, believeth, perish, have, life. The Creative Work of God is summed up in 

ten commandments in ( Genesis Ch 1 ) “ And God said,” the Legislative Work of God is 

summed up in ten commandments in ( Exodus Ch 20 ) but my …. the Redemptive Work of God 

is summed up in ten words in 



( John 3:16 ) The text could be read through ten times, each time putting the emphasis on a 

different word. I want us to look this …. at The God of the Bible, and I just want to take those 

two opening words, “ For God.” 

What do these two words say about God ? The God of the Bible ? Here we see: 

 

(1) THE PERSON OF GOD IS ASSUMED 

 

“ For God so loved the world,” Did you notice that  

( John 3:16 ) begins where ( Genesis 1:1 ) begins ?  

“ In the beginning God,” “ For God,” In the beginning of Creation …. God. In the beginning 

of Redemption …. God. Without God, no creation. Without God, no redemption. God is the 

greatest word in the human language. It is a measureless, fathomless word. It has no height, no 

depth, no length, no breadth. “ For God,” and there you stop for it staggers you. It is easier to 

climb Mount Everest than that. Before you ever begin the ascent you grow weary and faint. “ 

For God,” whoever climbed to the height of that word. Whoever got to the top of the first 

letter ? Daniel Webster admits, “ There has never been but one thought that staggered me …. 

God.” The atheist says, “ There is no God,” but  

( John 3:16 ) says “ For God,” there are those who would deny the existence of God, but this 

text assumes the existence of God. “ For God.” Think of: 

 

(a) The Foolish Rejections of God’s Existence: 

 

I say foolish because ( Ps 14:1 ) says, “ the fool hath said in his heart there is no God.” An 

atheist was complaining to a Christian that Christians have all the holidays, but the atheists did 

not have any. He said,  

“ You have Christmas, Harvest, Easter and others. We atheists don’t have any holiday.” The 

Christian replied, 

“ Oh you do have a holiday, its April Fools Day.”  The Russian astronaut Gherman Titoy said 

after his return from space. “ Some people say there is a God out there but in my travels 

around the earth all day long, I looked and did not see Him. I saw no God or no angels.” My 

…. just because that Russian astronaut did not see God does not mean that there is no God. It 

reminds me of the story of the Quaker and the Rationalist that were talking one day. The 

Rationalist was explaining why he did not believe in God. He said, “ My mind refuses to 

believe in that whom no one has ever seen. No one has ever seen God therefore there must not 

be a God.” 

 

The Quaker asked him, “ Hast thou ever seen, Paris, France ?” The rationalist replied, “ No, 

but others have and that allows me to believe that there is a place called Paris, France.” The 

Quaker said, “ Oh, I see, I think I am beginning to understand thy reasoning.” Then the 

Quaker asked, “ Hast thou ever seen thy brains ?” “ Oh no,” replied the critic. “ Hast thou 

ever met anyone that hast seen thy brains ?” “ Oh no,” he said. Then the Quaker asked, “ Dost 

thou reckon thou hast any brains ?” My …. are you numbered among those who say there is 

no God ? Do you deny the existence of God ? The person of God ? (a) and then think of: 

 



(b) The Factual Revelations of God’s Existence: 

 

George Barna found that more than nine out of ten adults at least in the U.S.A. believe that 

God exists. That is 93% ! Now why do people believe that there is a  

God ? Could it be that there such evidence that God exists ? What about: 

 

1. THE CREATION OF MAN: 

 

Despite what evolution says here’s what God Word says, “ So God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God created He him, male and female created He them.” ( Gen 1:27 ) 

Do you know what Evolution would have us to believe ? That 50 million years ago in the 

development of the primates three main lines emerged. 

 

1. The Prosimians: 

2. New World Monkeys: 

3. Old World Monkeys: 

 

It is believed there was a split off from the Old World Monkeys giving us our hominoid group 

from which humans evolved between 5 and 8 million years ago. I suppose you might say for 

years man has been trying to make a monkey out of himself. Someone put it like this: 

 

“ Once I was a tadpole beginning to begin, and then was I frog with my tail tucked in, then I 

was a monkey hanging from a tree, and now I am a professor with a  

Ph D.” 

 

I want to tell that I may have had some ancestors that hung by the neck but I never had any that 

hung by the tail. Sir Fred Hoyle one of Britain’s foremost scientists said on one occasion, “ 

there is about as much chance of evolution being true as a hurricane going though a junk yard 

and building a 747.” My …. (1) tells us that there is a God, but 

 

2. THE CONVERSION OF MAN: 

 

Tells us that there is a God. How can you explain the miracle of the new birth apart from God ? 

How can you explain the transformed life apart from God ? Tell, me this …. how an old drunk 

that has seen this doctor and that specialist, who has tried this programme, and gone through 

that group, can come and kneel at the cross, and get up a totally different person ?  Tell me, 

how can the impure made be pure apart from God ? How can the dishonest be made honest 

apart from God ? How can the foul mouthed end up gracious apart from God ?  

 

“ For God,” For God is the God of Earth, God is the God of Sea, God is the God of Sky ? Who 

loves this poor, lost sinful world ? It is God …. Eternal, Self-Existing, Uncreated having need 

of nothing. It is God Omniscient, Omnipotent, Omnipresent. It is God, the One who sits high 

and lifted up, worshipped by adoring angels by cherubim and seraphim, and in whose presence 

they cry, “ Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts.” ( Is 6:3 ) It is God Creator and Sustainer of 



the Universe who gazes out on stellar empires, on galaxy after galaxy on mighty burning orbs 

that rush through space, that obey laws He has ordained. “ For God ….,” 

Do you believe in the existence of God ? In the God of the Bible ? Do you believe that in this 

God you live and move and have your being ? Do you believe that this God holds in His hand 

your very next breath ? (1) 

 

(2) THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS ASSURED 

 

For this text not only assumes the Person of God it assures us of the Presence of God. “ For 

God,” You see, the Lord did not create this world and the human race and leave them to fend 

on their own. No, for we see: 

 

(a) THE INTEREST OF GOD IN THIS WORLD: 

 

We read, “ For God so loved the world,” in the next few weeks we are going to learn more 

about the world, and more about the love the Lord had for this world , but the text reminds us 

that God has great interest in what is going on in the world He created. There are those who 

would have us believe that God created the world but once He created the world He divorced 

Himself from all that goes on in this world. They see God as someone who is disinterested and 

disassociated from all that is happening. They tell us that God is like the watchmaker or 

clockmaker, who made the clock but now lets it just tick away on its own with no more interest 

in it. My …. nothing could be further from the truth ! Indeed, “ God is active in all that 

happens in this world, preserves all His creatures and directs all things to their appointed 

end.” Moreover, God has a great interest in your life and mine specifically ! There is (a) but 

also we see: 

 

(b) THE INVOLVEMENT OF GOD IN THIS WORLD: 

 

For God is not only interested but involved ! To put it another way, God is present in this 

world. This world is not without God. He is a God that occupies the heavens but is occupied 

with the earth. He walks in the heavens and He works on the earth. You see, God not only loves 

this poor, sinful fallen world, but He sent His Son to this world, for He is involved in what is 

happening on planet earth. He is a God that is Able as seen by His Person, but He is a God that 

is Available as seen by His Presence. Now it may not appear to you that God is present. Some 

of you may look at the tragic things that have happened Internationally and say, “ Where was 

God in all of that ?” Some of you looked at the terrible things that have happened Nationally 

or Locally and have said, “ How could God let something let this happen ?”  

 

“ I am not skilled to understand  

   What God hath willed 

    What God hath planned 

  I only know at His right Hand 

  Stands One who is my Saviour.” 

 



But I know this. God is present ! A heathen philosopher supposedly asked a Christian, “ Where 

is God ? “ and the Christian answered, “ Let me first ask you, Where is He not ?” ( Ps 137:7-

10 Jer 23:23-24 Acts 17:24-28 ) Do you recall one of the names of Christ ? “ Emmanuel, God 

with us.” ( Matt 1:23 ) (1) (2) 

 

(3) THE PURPOSE OF GOD IS ACKNOWLEDGED 

 

For this text tells us what God is up to on the earth. It reveals what God is doing on planet 

earth. Here is a statement that reveals the great purpose of God through the ages. For God’s 

purpose is: 

 

(a) To DELIVER a Fallen Race From their SINS: 

 

Here is the reason why God gave His only begotten Son. 

The announcement of God’s personal coming to this earth was, “ Thou shalt call His name 

Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins.” ( Matt 1:21 ) I tell you God loved the 

world because He wants to save sinners. God gave His only Son because He wants to deliver 

you from your sin ! In the early days of the state of Ohio, while it was still a wild and untamed 

land, a young husband and his wife build themselves a little home. They were alone out there, 

save their God, each other and a little baby girl. The husband worked hard to turn the 

wilderness into a beautiful home. One day when the little girl was just past two years of age, 

she toddled out of the home to find her Daddy. She heard her fathers axe cutting in the woods 

and off she set to find him. 

 

The little girl followed the sound and wandered far into the woods. Some Indians passing 

through found her and took her with them to the Northwest. The father and mother haunted for 

days. They tried to live in that little cabin but they could not stand it. There were the cradle and 

the crude things that the little girl used to play with. 

Finally, they packed up everything and moved to Wisconsin. For fourteen years they lived with 

heavy hearts. Then one day news came that some Indians at the trading post had a girl with 

them that did not look like an Indian girl. The father ran like a madman to see the girl. Their 

baby had a mole on her right shoulder. This girl had a mole on her right shoulder.  

Among other things he was convinced that this was his daughter. He told that girl that she was 

his daughter, but the girl laughed in his face. He got the mother, and she was convinced that the 

girl was their daughter. The mother threw her arms around the girl but she spat in her face. The 

mother fell to the ground, her heart breaking.  

 

But she began to sing the cradle songs she used to sing over her little baby. The girl raised her 

eyes as if in a dream, looked out as if in a trance. She heard the voice of long ago. She knew 

this voice, she recognised this voice, she loved this voice, and as the truth came home to her 

heart she ran for all her worth into her mothers arms. My …. in the beginning of time God 

created man with a capacity to know the true and living God, but man was carried away captive 

by sin and Satan, but God is His great love has sought for man and the great passion in the 

heart of God is to deliver you from the captivity of sin and Satan. My …. God reaches out His 



arms to you this …. and says, “ I made you, I created you, you belong to me, I can give you 

new life through My Son.” My …. do you hear the song that comes from the heart of God this  

…. ? “ For God so loved the world …. life,” God wants to deliver you from your sins ! But 

that’s not all. For noy only does He want to (a) He wants: 

 

(b) To DRAW a Fallen Race to the SAVIOUR: 

 

His great purpose is not only to save people from their sins, but to bring them into a 

relationship with Himself through the Lord Jesus Christ. He knows us, but He wants us to 

know Him. What a joy to know that our sins are forgiven. What a peace there is because the 

heavy load of sin has been lifted. But my …. it is even more wonderful to know the One who 

has saved from our sins. Do you know Christ Personally ? Savingly ? Eternally ? Vitally ? 

Really ? Do you know Him as your Saviour and Lord ?  Here then is The God of the  

Bible ! (1) (2) (3) “ For God,” these words set before us The Way of Salvation. In ( Luke 12:20 

) we have almost similar words, but words that set before us the Way of Damnation. “ But 

God,” “ But God said unto him, thou fool this night thy soul shall be required of thee,” are you 

a fool in God’s eyes ? Do you deny the existence of God ? Do you despise the Son of God ? Do 

you denounce the Word of God ? Do you disregard the Salvation of God ? “ For God,” the 

Way to Heaven, 

“ But God,” the Way to Hell. Which way will you choose now ? 


