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THE WONDROUS STORY 

 

7. THE LIFE THAT IS ETERNAL 

 

 

A policeman curiously watched a drunk looking for something under a street light. He asked 

the man what he was looking for. “ My ten pound note,” he replied. 

“ It slipped through a hole in my pocket.” They looked together, but with no success. “ Where 

do you think you lost it ?” inquired the policeman. “ Down that road,” replied the drunk, 

pointing into the distance. “ Then why aren’t you looking down there ?” “ Because there aren’t 

any street lights down there. I’d never find it.” Many people today are searching for something 

but they often don’t look in the right place. For instance, think of the most important search of 

all …. trying to find God and His secret of eternal life. Have you ever wished that you could 

find and really know the Lord ? Have you ever longed that you would have the assurance that 

when death comes, you will spend eternity with Christ ? Do you even now have a desire to 

possess the life that is eternal ? Real life ? Abundant life ? I heard about a Texas tycoon that 

was buried in an expensive and elaborate Cadillac. They sat him up in the front seat behind the 

steering wheel. As they were lowering him into the ground, someone was overheard saying, “ 

Man 

isn’t that living.” My …. where do you think real life comes from ? The book of Ecclesiastes 

was written by King Solomon. In that book he gives us what men try to find happiness in. We 

could call it the merry-go- round book. You see, Solomon just gets on thing and he tries it and 

he goes all the way round and when he gets off he’s right back where he started. Is that you this 

…. ? Do you think that real living is Money ? Solomon tried it, he had everything money could 

buy, ( Eccl 2:7 ) but still he had not discovered the life that is eternal. Do you think that real 

living is Alcohol ? Solomon tried it.  

( Eccl 2:3 ) He tried to find happiness in the bottle, but still he had not discovered the life that 

is eternal. Do you think that real living is Pleasure ? Solomon tried it.  

( 1 Kings 11:3 ) but still he had not discovered the life that is eternal. 

 

You see, the supreme distinction between a Christian and a non-Christian is the quality of life 

which each possesses. The Christian possesses eternal life whereas the non-Christian knows 

nothing more than natural life. 

The Lord Jesus came into this world that we might enjoy a quality of life above the common. 

He said, “ I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly.” ( 

Jn 10:10 ) The very life of God made available in Christ to the believing soul through the Holy 

Spirit. When we talk about everlasting life what do we mean ? Well, in ( Jn 17:3 ) the Lord 

Jesus defined eternal life like this. He was praying to His Father in heaven and He said, “ And 

this is life eternal, that they may know Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou 

hast sent.” Eternal life is a saving relationship with God the Father and God the Son. Now let 



me ask, do you have that saving relationship with the Lord ? Are you saved ? Do you know 

Christ as your personal Saviour ? For the last time I want to focus your minds on the words of 

Christ in 

( Jn 3:16 ) and speak to you on “ The Life that is Eternal.” “ But have everlasting life,” I want 

to suggest to you this …. that to have this eternal life there is: 

 

(1) A MAN WE NEED TO HIGHLIGHT 

 

Nicodemus is as fine a specimen of the human race as we could wish to find. Do you see him 

as he puts his pride in his pocket and seeks a private interview with this young preacher from 

Galilee ? Well, who was Nicodemus ? Well, he was: 

 

(a) RELIGIOUS: 

 

The Bible says, “ he was a man of the Pharisees,” 

( 3:1 ) Now the word “ Pharisee,” means “ the separated ones.” The Pharisees, were the 

strictest of all the religious sects of Christ’s day. They were well known for their outward 

ceremonial religion. They loved to be seen giving, liked to pray in public, in conspicuous 

places that others might see them. They disfigured their faces to give the impression that they 

were fasting. ( Matt 6:5 ) The Lord Jesus denounced them for their exhibitionism. He cried, “ 

Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 

iniquity.” ( Matt 23:28 ) Now Nicodemus was a member of this religious party, but he was not 

born again, he knew nothing about eternal life. My …. is this man a picture of you  

this …. ? If I were to ask you this …. “ how do you stand before God ?” What would your 

response be ? What would you say ? How would you answer ? Would you say, “ Well, I am 

religious, God-fearing. I keep the commandments, I attend church, observe the Lord’s Day, 

give financially to the church. Sometimes I pray, and read the Scriptures.” Is this you ? Have 

you an outward form but no inward reality ? Have you a religion which is a form, or a faith 

which is a force ? Now listen, you can be religious and know nothing about eternal life. (a) 

 

(b) FAMOUS: 

 

Do you see something of his Rank: “ a ruler of the Jews.” ( 3:1 ) Nicodemus occupied a 

prominent position, a high position in the church. He was probably a member of the Sanhedrin, 

which was the supreme court of the Jews. ( Matt 26:57 Jn 19:7 Acts 4:12 ) There are those who 

think that prestige is where real life comes from. They spent their life climbing the social 

ladder but they know nothing about the life that is eternal. Do you see something of his 

Reputation: you see Nicodemus was a master in Israel. “ Art thou the famous teacher and 

instructor of the Jews. ( 3:10 ) He was an academic, a learned man, a man of established 

reputation, but still he knew nothing of the life that is eternal. Do you see something of his 

Riches: He was  

“ a ruler of the Jews,” ( 3:1 ) Rabbinical literature makes Nicodemus one of the three richest 

men in Jerusalem. Scripture indicates that when the Lord Jesus died Nicodemus brought a large 

quantity of spices with which to wrap that precious body and only a wealthy man could do that. 



( Jn 19:39 ) There are still those who think that wealth and possessions is where real life comes 

from.  

 

People often reason, “ If I had money, land, stocks, and bonds, three cars, a swimming pool, a 

boat, then I would be living.” Do you know what millionaire Jay Gould said ? “ I suppose I am 

the most miserable man on earth.” Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie said,  

“ millionaires seldom smile and never laugh.” My …. do you realise that you can everything 

this world has to offer and know nothing of the life that is eternal ! (a) (b) 

 

(c) CURIOUS: 

 

Initially he was attracted to Christ because of the miracles the Saviour wrought. ( 2:23 ) But he 

wanted to know more about Christ. Who was this young prophet from Galilee ? Who was this 

who had taken the temple by storm ? ( 2:13 ) What about these miracles ? Was this Jesus of 

Nazareth indeed the Messiah ? My …. Nicodemus had everything that life could offer, but 

somehow none of those things brought the peace and joy for which he longed. Maybe this new 

preacher had some insights along these lines. So he came to Jesus by night. He did not wish to 

create a stir by seeking an interview with the Master, and so he comes under the cloak of 

darkness and says, “ Rabbi …. him.” ( 3:2 ) 

I wonder is that you this …. ? Are you curious ? Are you inquisitive about the things of God ? 

Are you asking questions ? Are there questions troubling your heart  

this …. ? The question of your sin, your soul, heaven, hell, your eternal welfare ! Is there a 

quest on your part for the Lord ? Do you desire to possess eternal life ? (1) 

 

(2) A MESSAGE WE NEED TO HEED 

 

For Christ said to Nicodemus, “ Ye must be born again,” ( 3:7 ) Did you know that there are at 

least three things that each person must do ? He must die. The Bible says, “ We must needs die 

and are as water split on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again,”  

( 2 Sam 14:14 ) We must meet God. The Bible says,  

“ So then everyone of us shall give account of himself to God,” ( Rom 14:12 ) And we must be 

born again.  

You see, apart from the new birth there is no hope of eternal life. “ Except a man be born again 

….,” ( 3:3 ) 

Have you grasp the Master’s message ? “ Ye must,” it’s a message that underlines: 

 

(a) THE NEED OF THE NEW BIRTH: 

 

“ Ye must,” ( 3:7 ) This is a not a matter of expediency or desirability it’s a matter of necessity. 

My …. No evasion is conceivable, no alternative is available. “ Ye must,” this is not a 

suggestion, it’s a command. This is not an idea we can toy with, this is something which is 

absolutely urgent. “ Ye must,” Why ? Because of our sinful condition before a Holy God.  Do 

you see how Christ summarises that in this very passage ? He tells  

us that: 



 

1. We are BLIND in Sin: 

 

“ Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” ( Jn 3:3 ) My …. the god of 

this world, the Devil himself blinds the minds of those of you who are not saved.  ( 2 Cor 4:4 ) 

Until you are born again, you cannot see what you really are, you cannot see what you are 

missing, you cannot see all that God has for you in Christ. 1. 

 

 

2. We are BOUND in Sin: 

 

Do you see ( 3:5 ) ? Without this new birth we are not only hopeless but helpless. Is this your 

present position this …. ? 1:2: 

 

3. We are BORN in Sin: 

 

For the Saviour says, in ( 3:6 ) ! The Lord is simply saying that like produces like. ( Gen 1:24 ) 

That which is born of man is human, that which is born of God is divine, that which is born of 

man is sinful, what which is born of God is spiritual. When I was born the first time I received 

from my parents their sinful nature, when I was born again I received from God His nature. 

( Rom 5:122 2 Pet 1:4 ) Nicodemus had experienced a physical birth which put him into this 

world, but he needed to have a spiritual birth to make him an heir of that world. ( Eph 2:1 4:18 

) My …. by reason of sin we are spiritually dead separated and alienated from the life of God 

and the only answer to spiritual death is spiritual life and the only way to have spiritual life is 

through a spiritual birth. “ Ye must be born again,” ( 3:7 ) Without the new birth, you’ll miss 

heaven and if you miss heaven you’ll perish in hell.“ O ye who would enter this glorious rest  

….   Ye must be born again.” 

 

(b) THE NATURE OF THE NEW BIRTH: 

 

“ Ye must be born again,” the word translated  

“ again,” means “ from above.” You see, we have all experienced natural birth, but if we want 

to have the life that is eternal then we must experience a spiritual birth. This is what the New 

Birth is. It’s the acts of God by which new life is imparted to a sinner who trusts Christ as his 

Saviour. And this New Birth is a real experience. I am sure that no-one doubts the reality of 

Physical birth. Mothers do you recall the labour and pain before the joy ? Fathers you did not 

look on and say, “ that was not real.” Yet many doubt the reality of Spiritual Birth. They tell us 

that the experience of the New Birth is psychological, its all in the mind. But Christ tells us the 

New Birth is a reality. Its as real an experience as physical birth. Ask Peter ! He knew what it 

was to trust Christ and be born again. In his letters he speaks of  

“ being born again,” ( 1 Pet 2:23 ) Ask the dying thief. He turned to Christ and said, “ Lord 

remember me ….,” 

( Lk 23:42 ) and because of his faith in Christ he was born again. 

 



Ask Paul ! He was persecuting the Christians when he met Christ and was born again. It was a 

real experience. 

Have you been born again ? Has God imparted eternal life to you ? Are you a new creation ? 

Have you been born of the Spirit ? To have this eternal life  (1) (2) 

 

(3) A MIRACLE WE NEED TO HAVE 

 

A preacher was seeking to reach the heart of a dying doctor. He had spoken to him about 

salvation, the forgiveness of sins, being redeemed by the blood of Christ, but nothing seemed 

to touch the soul of the dying man. Then he spoke to him about the need to be born again. That 

brought enlightenment. For over many years the doctor had attended countess births. “ A new 

birth,” he exclaimed, “ why that’s I need, a baby has no past only a future that’s what I need.” 

My …. this is what we all need, what Nicodemus needed, what Nicodemus experienced. I tell 

you, Nicodemus experienced the miracle of the new birth for in Chapter it was Midnight in his 

soul, in Chapter 7 it was Twilight in his soul, and in Chapter 19, it was Daylight in his soul. 

What about you ? My …. this miracle: 

 

(a) IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE SAVIOUR: 

 

“ And as Moses,” ( 3:14 ) The story of the brazen serpent would be familiar to Nicodemus. It’s 

a story of Sin. ( Num 21:5 ) The nation of Israel rebelled against God and against God’s 

servant. The result ? They were punished. “ Much people of Israel died.” ( Num 21:6 )  

But it’s a story of Grace. For Moses interceded with God and, the Lord provided a remedy in 

the brazen serpent, and the miracle was this, whoever looked, lived. My …. that serpent was a 

type of the Lord Jesus. 

“ And as Moses ….,” you see its possible for you to have eternal life this …. for on the cross 

Jesus Christ provided a remedy for the sin question and died to save you from death, and sin, 

and hell. (a) 

 

(b) IS MADE POWERFUL BY THE SPIRIT: 

 

“ Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” ( 

3:5 ) Just as there are two parents for physical birth, so there are two parents for spiritual birth. 

The Spirit of God and the Word of God. ( 3:5 James 1:18 ) The Spirit of God takes the Word of 

God and when you trust Christ as your Saviour a miracle takes place in your heart, you are 

born again. Thus this miracle is not only (a) (b) it: 

 

(c) IS MADE PERSONAL BY THE SINNER: 

 

“ And as Moses,” ( 3:14-15 ) My …. if at this moment you will by faith look to Christ you will 

have, present possession everlasting life. Think of it like this. “ God loved …. God gave …. I 

believe …. and I have …. everlasting life.” This is more than endless existence, it is the very 

life of God communicated to the soul in order that we may enjoy fellowship with Him. ( Jn 

17:3 ) A new quality of life ( 2 Pet 1:4 ) and a new quantity of life. “ Everlasting life,” ( 3:16 ) 



My …. the body may crumble in the dust of death, but life, this life, eternal life is not lost, its 

outlasts the span of human life, it is not tied to time, it is for ever. ( Jn 11:25-26 ) How long is 

for ever ? Does it make you tremble ? That so much depends on your spiritual awakening in 

this life. How long is it ? For ever. Think of this ! If a little bird should fly from the coast of the 

sea to a great plain and deposit a grain of sand once every thousand years, when the mound of 

sand is the height of Mount Everest eternity will have just begun. Eternity, eternity how long 

art  

thou ? When ten thousand times, ten thousand years have past eternity will have just begun. 

My …. where will you be in eternity ? In heaven or hell ? Enjoying everlasting life or enduring 

everlasting punishment ? I heard about a dear old Christian that was stricken with paralysis. 

His life on earth was drawing near to a close. 

 

His family were gathered around his bed. His paralysis had robbed him of his speech and yet 

his family longed for some final word that would abide with them after he was gone. They 

hoped that his speech might be restored and asked if he had anything to say. He could say 

absolutely with his mouth, but he had learned to sign. 

Slowly he began to spell with his fingers. With great emphasis he spelled one word as his 

family eagerly watched the dying fingers. One letter at a time he spelled the word  “ G L O R Y, 

” Is this your destiny ? 

Do you have eternal life ? If not will you say this …. 

“ Lord Jesus I no longer will resist you. I trust you with my soul. I believe the promise of ( Jn 

3:16 ) that whoever believes on Christ will not perish but have eternal life. Just now I receive 

your gift of eternal life.” 


