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A STUDY ON THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE 

FAITH 

 

“ WE BELIEVE THAT,” 

 

5. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON 

 

 

A preacher was about to deliver a carefully prepared 

message when there came to him the conviction that it 

was not appropriate to the group of people before him. He 

reluctantly abandoned his notes, and seeking the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance, decided to read John chapter fourteen. 

As he read, he was alert to discern the message for the 

occasion. Nor was he disappointed. On reaching verse 

seven, three words gripped his attention “ Ye know Him,” 

referring to God the Father. He read two more verses, and 

a second clause stood out, “ Hast thou not known Me,”? 

referring to God the Son. When he reached verse 

seventeen, a third sentence arrested him, “ But ye know 

Him,” referring to God the Holy Spirit. These words 

struck him with tremendous force. Did he really know 

Him ? “ I know God the Father,” he mused, “ and have 

experienced much of His paternal love and care. I know 

God the Son, for is He not my Saviour with whom I daily 

commune? But I cannot say that I know the Holy Spirit 

in any comparable and personal way.” 

 

This experience of this preacher led him to a more 

comprehensive study of the Scriptures relating to the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit, and resulted in the personal 

knowledge of Him which had been previously lacking. 

Now for too long this doctrine or ministry of the Holy 

Spirit has been the Cinderella of theology. In the history 

of the church long controversies have raged around the 

Deity of Christ, the Trinity but shorter around the Holy 

Spirit. In 1660 Thomas Goodwin commenced his work on 

the Holy Spirit with these words, “ There is a general 

omission in the saints of God in their not giving the Holy 

Spirit that glory that is due to His person and for His 

great work of salvation in us, insomuch that we have in 

our hearts almost forgotten this third person.” The Holy 

Spirit has been called, “ The neglected member of the 

Godhead.” He has been described as “ The displaced 

person of the Godhead,” for the simple reason that in 

much of our teaching so little reference is made to Him. 

Consequently we are ignorant of His person and work. 

Perhaps many of us are in the same position as the twelve 

men at Ephesus who said “ We have not so much as heard 

whether there be any Holy Ghost.” (  Acts 19:2 ) 

 

No wonder there so little power and authority in our 

churches today for as G. Smeaton has said, “ The doctrine 

of the Spirit is almost entirely ignored.” Yet right now we 

are living in the day of the Holy Spirit. To some extent, 

the Old Testament was the age of the Father. The New 

Testament was the age of the Son, and from the days of 

the apostles until now we are in the age of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is referred to some 100 times in the Old 

Testament, yet in the New Testament, which embraces 



 

 

only about one third of the space of the Old Testament, 

there are some 230 references. Hence, the Holy Spirit has 

a much more prominent place in the New Testament 

revelation, which is compatible with the fact that the 

present phase of God’s dealings with men is especially 

that of the Spirit. Some years ago in Cowes harbour in the 

south coast of England there was a magnificent flying 

machine called a Princess Flyingboat. It was a picture of 

aeronautical engineering achievement. Unfortunately, it 

had one deficiency; the engines were not powerful enough 

to life the plane off the water for a sustained flight. The 

Princess Flyingboat for all its promise, never went into 

service. How like so many of our churches. My .... we 

have all the outward paraphernalia, business efficiency, 

orthodox theology, pious platitudes, but we are grounded 

due to lack of spiritual power. My .... we need to hear 

afresh what the Word of God has to say about the Holy 

Spirit and His ministries and we need to help other 

believers to escape from the shifting sands of subjectivism 

onto the solid rock of God’s Word.  

 

Now our subject this evening is, “ We believe that, the 

Holy Spirit is a Divine Person.”  

 

The Constitution of this Church states we believe in, 

 

The personality of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Gospel Mission of South America states, 

 

We believe the Holy Spirit is the person of the 

Godhead who in this present age convicts the world of 

sin, righteousness and judgment, who regenerates and 

baptizes into the body of Christ those who believe and 

who indwells and seals them unto the day of 

redemption. 
 

Do you recall the context here in ( Jn Ch 14 ) ? Christ is 

about to leave His disciples. In a few hours He would die 

on the cross. In a few days He would return to His  

Father. Have you ever had the experience of a good 

friend moving away ? We can only imagine how it must 

have been for these disciples who had been with the Lord 

for so long. But into that uncertain atmosphere, Christ 

made a promise to his disciples. Look if you will at  

( Jn 14:16 ) 

 

Now in three chapters of John’s gospel ( 14, 15, and 16 ) 

the Lord Jesus made 4 references to “ the Comforter.” 

Four times in three chapters, He promised them He would 

send another Comforter after He left. Now the Greek 

word for “ Comforter,” is paracletos, which are really two 

Greek words put together. It is the word kaleo which 

means " to call," and para which means " alongside of." 

Put the two together and you get our English word 

paraclete. A paraclete is one who is called alongside to 

help. You see, the Holy Spirit within the disciples would 

take the place of the Saviour beside the disciples. The 

Holy Spirit is the Paraclete, the Comforter, the Helper. 

The word “ comforter,” is found only one time in the 

entire Greek version of the Old Testament. Do you recall 

Job’s agonies and afflictions ? His friends came to him, 

but instead of comforting him they only increased his 

despair. Job said to them, “ Miserable comforters are you 



 

 

all.” ( Job 16:2 ) They were supposed to be friends to him, 

they were to be comforters to him, and yet they became  

“ miserable comforters.” They turned out to be anything 

but friends. What is a friend ? A friend is someone who 

does not go on a diet when you're fat. A friend is 

someone who comes in when all the world walks out.  A 

friend is someone who knows all there is to know about 

you, but loves you just the same. My .... we have a 

Comforter, a Helper, a Friend and this person who lives 

inside us is the Holy Spirit. Now let me make three 

affirmations about the Holy Spirit in relation to our 

subject. 

 

(1) THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DEFINITE PERSON 

 

You are a person. I am a person. The Lord Jesus is a 

person. The Comforter, the Holy Spirit is a definite 

person. Now when we speak of the personality of the 

Holy Spirit we mean that He possesses or contains in 

Himself the elements of personal existence as contrasted 

with impersonal existence or animal life. Now as 

contrasted with the other persons of the Godhead, the 

Spirit seems impersonal. William Evans in his book The 

Great Doctrines of the Bible says, 

 

The visible creation makes the personality of God the 

Father somewhat easy to conceive, the Incarnation 

makes it almost, if not altogether impossible to 

disbelieve in the personality of Jesus Christ, but the 

acts and workings of the Holy Spirit are so secret and 

mystical, so much is said of His influence, grace, and 

power and gifts, that we are prone to think of Him as 

an influence, a power, a manifestation or influence of 

the divine nature, an agent rather than a Person. 

 

My …. the error of treating the Holy Spirit in an 

impersonal way can be traced back to the third century, 

when the theory was first advanced that the Holy Spirit of 

God was a mere influence, an exertion of divine energy 

and power, an emanation from God. Such an error has 

continued with the church and is the position of 

modernists. Sometimes people refer to the Holy Spirit as 

“ it.” In fact the King James Version in ( Rom 8:16 ) says, 

“ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit.” The 

translators put it this way because in 1611 they did not 

make the distinction between the gender of words that we 

make today. You see, words have gender. There are 

masculine words, there are feminine words, there are 

neuter words. The word translated “ Spirit,” in our Bible 

is a neuter word. So the King James translators were 

grammatically correct when they translated “ the Spirit 

itself.” But it is inaccurate and unbiblical to refer to the 

Holy Spirit as an “ it.” The Holy Spirit is not some kind of 

influence. It is true that He possesses divine influence. As 

Harriet Auber expresses it in her renowned hymn, on the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

He comes, sweet influence to impart 

A gracious willing Guest 

 

But He is not “ something,” but “ someone,” not an “ it,” 

but a “ person.” Now the cults dishonour the Holy Spirit. 

The Jehovah Witnesses state, “ The Spirit of God is any 

power or influence which God may be pleased to 



 

 

exercise.” ( Deliverance, p 150 cf, Let God be True, p 89 ) 

The Unitarians believe that the Holy Spirit is a mere 

influence which the mind of God exerts on the mind of 

man. But the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is a 

definite person. He is not an " it." Look for example at, 

 

(a) The Personal Pronouns that Enunciate Personality: 

 

Look if will at ( Jn 14:16-17 ) All these words are definite 

personal pronouns. Christ was referring to a real person. 

( 16:7-15 ) My .... it is an insult to refer to any person as 

an " it." Suppose you are at the shopping centre with your 

little boy. Someone comes up and says, “ Is that your  

son ?” “ Yes, that's my boy,” you reply. “ Well, what a 

pretty little it you have there.” Would you not be  

offended ? My .... the Holy Spirit is not an “ it.” The Holy 

Spirit is a person. Now we often think that a body is 

essential to personality. That one must have a body to be a 

person. My …. there will come a day, if the Lord tarries, 

when you and I will die. To die is to be absent from the 

body and to be present with the Lord. ( 2 Cor 5:8 ) Are 

you going to cease to be a person, when you are absent 

from your body and present with your Lord ? Are you ? 

Of course not, personality does not demand visibility. 
The real me is the person inside of me. My body is only 

the vehicle which expresses my personality. So you, don’t 

have to have a body to have a personality. Because the 

Holy Spirit does not have a physical body as we do, does 

not mean the Holy Spirit is not a person. 

 

The Holy Spirit is a person. Do you see how Christ refers 

to the Spirit of God ? “ Another Comforter.” ( 14:16 ) In 

Greek there are two words for “ another.” The first is 

allos, which means another of the same kind, the second 

is heteros, which means another of a different kind. This 

word hereros is used in ( 2 Cor 11:4 ) where Paul warned 

about people who were preaching another Jesus, another 

Spirit and another gospel. He was referring to “ another of 

a different kind.” It was not the right kind of gospel, not 

the same kind of spirit. But that’s not the word that Christ 

uses in this passage. For when Christ speaks of “ Another 

Comforter,” He uses the word allos “ another of the same 

kind.” In other words, the Holy Spirit is to be thought of 

as another like Christ. As Jesus Christ is a person so the 

Holy Spirit is a person. Do you grieve the Holy Spirit by 

referring to Him as “ it,”? (a) 

 

(b) The Essential Elements that Authenticate 

Personality: 

 

You see, the Holy Spirit possesses all the essential, 

elements of personality. What are the elements of 

personality ? Well, we as persons can think, feel and act. 

In other words a person has intellect, emotion and will. 

Now in the Scriptures all of these attributes of personality 

are ascribed to the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has, 

 

1. INTELLIGENCE: An Ability to THINK: 

 

The early church sought the mental ability of the Holy 

Spirit in making decisions. In the book of Acts the church 

was deliberating, praying, debating about a decision and 

then James said, “ it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and 

to us.” ( Acts 15:28 ) In other words, they sought the mind 



 

 

of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has a mind, the Holy 

Spirit can make decisions, He can teach. He can think. 

He’s a person. ( 1 Cor 2:10 ) 

 

2. FEELING: An Ability to FEEL: 

 

Paul talks about the love of the Spirit. ( Rom 15:30 ) We 

are familiar with the Father’s love and Christ’s love, but 

do you ever stop to think about the “ love of the Spirit ?” 

Paul says, “ And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,”  

( Eph 4:30 ) My .... can you grieve an influence ? Surely, 

you can only grieve a person, someone with whom you 

are intimate, someone who loves you. (1) (2) 

 

3. WILL: An Ability to CHOOSE: 

 

The Holy Spirit gives gifts to individual believers. There 

is quite a variety of gifts. Paul speaking of these gifts says, 

“ But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 

dividing to every man severally as He will.”  

( 1 Cor 12:11 ) On his second missionary journey Paul 

wanted to go into Bithynia “ but the Spirit suffered them 

not.” ( Acts 16:7 ) In other words, the Holy Spirit 

restrained them. So the Spirit of God possesses all the 

elements of personality. (a) (b) what about, 

 

(c) The Vital Actions that Indicate Personality: 

 

For throughout the Scriptures the Holy Spirit is 

represented as performing acts which can only be 

attributed to a person. For example, 

 

1. The Holy Spirit Searches: 

Paul says, “ the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 

things of God.” ( 1 Cor 2:10 ) The word translated  

“ searcheth,” means “ to examine, to investigate.” 

 

2. The Holy Spirit Teaches: 

 

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “ But the Comforter, 

which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things.” ( Jn 14:26 ) 

 

3. The Holy Spirit Speaks: 

 

“ Then the Spirit said unto Philip, go near and join thyself 

to this chariot.” ( Acts 8:20 ) “ He that hath an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”  

( Rev 2:7 ) 

 

4. The Holy Spirit Commands: 

 

It’s the Spirit of God who calls and commissions men. 

“ As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 

Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 

whereunto I have called them.” ( Acts 13:2 11:12 ) 

 

5. The Holy Spirit Intercedes: 

 

Paul, in a chapter that has much to teach us about the Holy 

Spirit says, “ we know now what we should pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 

groanings which cannot be uttered.” ( Rom 8:26 ) 

My …. By the use of personal pronouns, essential 



 

 

elements, and vital actions the Scriptures prove the Holy 

Spirit to be a definite person. Does this make any 

difference to us ? It makes a great difference. The Holy 

Spirit is a person, so that means when you receive Christ 

as your Saviour, the Holy Spirit as a person comes into 

your life. My .... possessing the Spirit is not like buying a 

car through hire purchase. Now there are many who  

think this. They tell us that you get a little of the Holy 

Spirit when you are saved. Then on down the road, you 

receive a little more of the Holy Spirit. Do you know what 

that is ? That’s a violation of the teaching of the 

personality of the Holy Spirit. When you came into the 

building tonight  how did you come in ? Did you stand at 

the door and say, “ I think I'll put a leg in first.” Then 

after a little while did you say, “ I think I'll bring my 

head in next.” No. When you enter a building, you enter 

in your totality. You are a person, and when you receive 

Christ as your Saviour, the Bible says the Holy Spirit of 

God enters your life in His totality. ( Rom 8:9 ) He is a 

person, a real definite person. 

 

You see, if the Holy Spirit is just an “ it,”, then the 

question becomes, “ how can I get it ? How can I use it 

tto do what I want to do ?” That appeals to pride. But if 

the Holy Spirit is a person, then the question is not how 

can I get it, but how can He possess and control me. That 

causes humility. (1) 

 

(2) THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON 

 

The Holy Spirit is God. Now there are some who have 

denied this. Arius, a presbyter of Alexandria in the fourth 

century, led in this teaching by holding that God is One 

Eternal Person, that He created Christ, who in turn created 

the Holy Spirit, thus denying His deity. This teaching 

gained a foothold in the church but was countered by the 

Nicene Creed in AD 325. You see, while there is within 

the Godhead a certain definite order. The Father is first, 

the Son is second and the Holy Spirit is third.  

( Eph 1:3  1 Jn 4:24 ) This does not mean that one has 

existed before another, for each Person is eternally God. 

Nor does it mean that one Person is senior, the second 

lesser, and the third junior, for each Person is God in 

His own right, and the Persons are equal. Each person 

is fully God, co-equal, co-existent, and co-eternal. So the 

Holy Spirit is very God of very God, equal in deity and 

one with the Father and the Son. Peter says to Ananias  

“ why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 

Ghost,” he then continues “ thou hast not lied unto men, 

but unto God.” ( Acts 5:3 ) 

 

The unmistakable deduction is that the Holy Spirit is God. 

Now most understand that the Father is God and that 

Jesus Christ is God, but many fail to understand the truth 

that the Holy Spirit is God. Yet when you read the Bible, 

you find that, 

 

(a) His DIFFERENT TASKS prove that He is God: 

 

For, the Holy Spirit executes tasks that are only possible 

to Deity. Think of the Holy Spirits role, 

 

1. In the Creation of the World: 

 



 

 

At the beginning of our Bible’s we read these words, 

“ And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 

waters.” ( Gen 1:2 ) The Holy Spirit moved. It was He 

who made possible the beautiful world in which we live. 

Job says, “ By His ( God's ) Spirit He hath garnished the 

heavens.” ( Job 26:13 ) The beauty of the earth, the glory 

of the sky, the wonder of the oceans came into being as 

the result of the Spirit’s activity. 

 

2. In the Conception of the Lord: 

 

For as the Spirit formed the first Adam without natural 

agency, so He fashioned the body of the last Adam apart 

from the ordinary course of nature. My ….. the 

conception of the Saviour was miraculous. He was 

conceived as the result of a divine creative act apart from 

natural generation. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Do you recall the angel’s words to Mary ? “ The Holy 

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 

shall overshadow thee, therefore also that holy thing 

which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 

God.” ( Lk 1:35 ) 

 

3. In the Inspiration of the Scriptures: 

 

For “ all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,”  

( 2 Tim 3:16 ) indeed Peter says, “ holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” ( 2 Pet 1:21 ) 

While over 40 writers were employed in the compilation 

of Scripture, it possessed only divine Author. My …. the 

words of the Bible are the very words of God Himself. 

 

4. In the Regeneration of the Soul: 

For Christ said, “ Except a man be born of water and of 

the Spirit ….,” ( Jn 3:3 Titus 3:5 ) Just there are two 

parents in physical birth so, there are two parents in 

spiritual birth, the Spirit of God and the Word of God. The 

Spirit of God takes the Word of God and reveals the Son 

of God and when you trust Christ as your Saviour a 

miracle takes place in your heart, you are born again. 

 

5. In the Formation of the Church: 

 

Do you like birthdays ? Well, the day of Pentecost records 

the birthday of the church. The body of Christ, the church 

came into existence through the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. What happened on the day of Pentecost was this. 

These believer units were constituted a spiritual body by 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and thereafter by this 

baptism everyone upon believing is incorporated into the 

body. Now do you see that the Holy Spirits different tasks 

prove that He is God ? 

 

(b) His DIVINE ATTRIBUTES  prove that He is God: 

 

Now by attributes we mean those qualities and 

perfection’s that are so conspicuous to Deity. Now let me 

give you three big words, 

 

1. OMNIPRESENCE: Presence Everywhere: 

 

You and I as humans can only be in one place at one given 

time, but the Holy Spirit has the power to be present 

everywhere at the same time. Do you recall the words of 



 

 

the psalmist ? He says, “ Whither shall I go from Thy 

spirit ? or whether shall I flee from Thy presence ? If I 

ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed in 

hell, behold Thou art there." ( 139:7-8 ) To the psalmist it 

was not only a sober reality but a source of rejoicing to 

realise that he could never reach a place where he could 

be outside the range of His presence. Here we are in 

Lurgan, sensing His presence but in every city throughout 

the globe where saints are gathering, they also are 

experiencing His presence. 

 

2. OMNISCIENCE: Knowing All Things: 

 

Do you recall Paul’s words ? ( 1 Cor 2:10-11 ) “ The 

Spirit searcheth all things.” The Lord Jesus said, “ But 

the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 

will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and 

bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have 

said unto you.” ( Jn 14:26 ) Thus, the Holy Spirit is a 

Divine Person with omniscience. My .... nothing is hid 

from the Holy Spirit. He discerns our intents, judges our 

motives, and see’s our hearts. 

 

3. OMNIPOTENCE: Infinite Power: 

 

For does the Holy Spirit not possess unlimited power as 

He works to carry out the purposes of God ? Do you recall 

Jehovah’s words to Zerubbabel, words that indicate the 

omnipotence of the Holy Spirit. “ Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of hosts.”  

( Zech 4:6 ) Think of His role in creation .... is He not 

omnipotent ? ( Gen 1:2 ) Think of His role in the 

supernatural conception of Christ ? ( Lk 1:35 ) Is He not 

omnipotent ? Think of His role in regeneration. Is He not 

omnipotent ? ( Jn 3:5 ) Think of His role in the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus ? ( Rom 8:11 ) My ....  

(a) (b) and, 

 

(c) His DEFINITE POSITION  proves that He is God: 

 

You see, the Holy Spirit is identified with the Father and 

the Son. Dr. C. I. Scofield says, “ There is no Biblical 

reason for believing in the Deity and Personality of the  

Father and the Son, which does not equally establish that 

of the Spirit.” How profitable it is to trace the blessed 

ministry of the Trinity. Think of, 

 

1. The Atoning Sacrifice: 

 

Was the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit associated in the 

work of the cross ? Well, look at ( Heb 9:14 ) Do you see 

There is the Godward Aspect: “ Without spot to God,” 

There is the Christward Aspect: “ the blood of Christ,” 

There is the Spiritward Aspect: “ through the eternal 

Spirit.” 

 

The parables of ( Lk Ch 15 ) that of the Lost Son, the Lost 

Sheep, the Lost Silver, illustrate the respective work of the 

Father, the Son, and the Spirit in salvation. 

 

2. The Baptismal Formula: 

 

For in giving us the baptismal formula Christ is making 

provision for keeping the doctrine of the Trinity 



 

 

constantly before the church. Each believer is baptised in 

the name ( singular ) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Does the language here not imply that each name 

represents a person and that the persons are equal. 

 

3. The Apostolic Benediction: 

 

Do you recall Paul’s words ? “ The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Ghost be with you all.” ( 2 Cor 13:14 ) My …. 

the personality and deity of each of the persons of the 

Godhead are recognised each time this benediction is 

pronounced. No wonder we sing, 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

 

So the Holy Spirit is (1) (2) 

 

(3) THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DYNAMIC PERSON 

 

Do you recall the Risen Lord’s words in ( Acts 1:8 ) 

“ But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 

come upon you.” The Greek word is dunamis from which 

we get the words dynamite and dynamic. You, see the 

Holy Spirit is a dynamic person. There is power available 

in the Holy Spirit. My .... we need the Holy Spirit’s 

dynamite in our lives. Our own strength is insufficient to 

cope with temptations, to grapple with problems and to 

deal with inner needs. Now there are three distinct phases 

in connection with the walk and witness of the believer to 

be found John’s gospel. Notice, 

 

(a) HIS INCOMING: 

 

Christ said, “ Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit ....,” ( Jn 3:5 ) Contrary to much wrong teaching 

current in some circles today, the Scriptures indicate 

clearly that the Holy Spirit is given to all believers, 

immediately and unconditionally. Paul says, “ Now if any 

man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 

( Rom 8:9 ) “ What ? know ye not that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of 

God.” ( 1 Cor 6:19 ) Could language be more explicit that 

faith brings the Spirit of God into the life as the beginning 

of the work of grace. My .... there can be no such thing as 

a Christian devoid of the Spirit, there are no empty 

temples in this age of grace. Once the gate of the human 

spirit is open, the Holy Spirit enters once and for all. What 

did the Lord Jesus say ? “ That He may abide with you for 

ever.” ( 14:16 ) Is it necessary to stress that ? Yes ! For 

there are some hymns on the “ Holy Spirit,” not true to 

Scripture. Never take your theology from hymns. Thank 

God, for multitudes of them, but there are some that are 

not altogether true to what we have in the Word of God. 

For example do you know this verse of a hymn ? 

 

 Return O Holy Dove return, 

   Sweet messenger of rest 

   I hate the sins that made thee mourn 

   And drove Thee from my breast 

 



 

 

Now that is impossible. I may grieve Him, as I do at 

times, but I can never grieve Him out of my heart. 

When He enters, He enters to remain ! So Augustine was 

right when he said, “ the Holy Spirit is our perpetual 

Comforter, and our eternal Inhabitant.” 

 

(b) HIS UPRISING: 

 

Do you recall the Saviours words to the woman at the  

well ? “ But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 

give him, shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give 

him shall be in him a well of water springing up ….,” 

( 4:14 ) Here we have the Holy Spirit related to our 

sanctification. This is the daily, constant increase of 

spiritually, as the Holy Spirit is allowed to rise, and 

permeate the entire life of the one regenerated by His 

power. Perhaps we are now ready to understand what Paul 

had in mind when he wrote, “ Be ye filled with the Spirit.” 

( Eph 5:18 ) I have the Holy Spirit but does He have me ? 

I possess the Spirit, does He possess me ?  Does He 

permeate and control the totality of my life ? His 

Incoming- Salvation: His Uprising – Sanctification. 

But then there is, 

 

(c) HIS OUTFLOWING: 

 

That’s to do with our service. “ He that believeth on me 

as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers 

of living water .... but this spake He of the Spirit.” ( 7:38 ) 

This great classic passage indicates the further and fuller 

progress of the Spirit’s ministry as He is allowed to have 

His way in the life of the believer. Entering the life the 

Holy Spirit strives to fill it with His fullness and then like 

Ezekiel’s river He flows on and on and out and out and 

everything lives where the river flows. So in ( Jn Ch 3 ) 

the Spirit is related to our salvation: in ( Jn Ch 4 ) He is 

related to our sanctification: in ( Jn Ch 7 ) He is related to 

our service. In ( Jn Ch 3 ) the Spirit of God Regenerates: 

in ( Jn Ch 4 ) He Permeates: in ( Jn Ch 7 ) He Irrigates:  

In ( Jn Ch 3 ) the Holy Spirit Flows In: in ( Ch 4 ) He 

Flows Through: in ( Ch 7 ) He Flows Out. 

 

But here’s the question: are you a receptacle Christian or 

are you a channel Christian ? A jug is a receptacle. It 

retains what it receives. Are you like that ? A pipe is a 

channel, and as long as it’s clean, life-giving water can be 

pumped through it. Are you a channel Christian ? 

 

 Channels only, blessed Master, 

  But with all Thy wondrous power 

  Flowing through us, Thou canst use us 

  Every day and every hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


