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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE FAITH 

 

Reading: Acts 8:26-40 

 

“ WE BELIEVE THAT,” 

 

8.  BELIEVER’S BAPTISM IS THE ONLY 

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 

 

Alexander Campbell was a Presbyterian minister from 

Scotland who immigrated to the United Sates of America  

in 1809. His father, Thomas had come to the new world 

two years earlier. Thomas had settled in the area of 

Washington and established the Brush Run Church, an 

independent congregation. Both Campbell’s were 

intensely interested in the Biblical teaching about baptism, 

but they did not wish to make it an issue because they 

were afraid it would interfere with their efforts toward the 

unity of all believers. They sort of “ put it on the back 

burner,” while they concerned themselves about things 

which they saw as more urgent. In due course Alexander 

Campbell married Margaret Brown and their first child 

was a daughter they named Jane. This presented a 

problem to Alex and Margaret. Reared Presbyterians, they 

were faced with the question of whether or not to have 

little Jane sprinkled in accordance with Presbyterian 

teaching. 

 

No longer able to ignore the subject, Campbell became 

passionate in his study. He carefully studied in the Greek, 

every passage where the word “ baptism,” or any of its 

variations appears. He came to the conclusion that only 

believers were candidates for baptism. He was also 

convinced from his studies that baptism is properly 

immersion. Not only did they decide not to baptise Jane, 

they became doubtful of their own baptism, and decided 

to be immersed. Interestingly, Thomas Campbell had 

come to the same conclusion. He and Jane would also be 

immersed. Alexander’s sister, Dorothea, also had confided 

a desire to be immersed. So the baptismal service was 

conducted in 1812 at the farm of David Bryant on the 

banks of Buffalo Creek, near Bethany, Virginia. The 

service lasted seven hours as both Campbell’s were long-

winded preachers. A Baptist preacher named Matthias 

Luce immersed a total of seven persons that day on the 

basis of a simple confession of Jesus Christ as the Son of 

God. Here were people who had come from a 

Paedobaptist background to a recognition that the only 

Christian baptism is believer’s baptism 

 

Some years ago there was a book that was published and 

distributed throughout Northern Ireland that was entitled 

“ The Water that Divides.” It was a book on the subject of 

baptism and the opposing and conflicting views that 

believers have taken down through the centuries. To me, it 

is surprising that there should be any argument about 

baptism as the teaching of the Scriptures is very clear. Yet 

this subject has divided Christendom into strong opposing 

groups. You see, there are those who teach and practise 

the baptism or sprinkling of babies both Roman Catholic 

and Protestant. The Roman Catholic Catechism says,  

“ infants unless baptised cannot enter into heaven.”  



 

 

( The Truth about Baptism Robert Clarke, p, 74 ) 

 

The Catholic review says, “ Unbaptised, these little ones 

go into darkness, but baptised they rejoice in the 

presence of God.” ( Ibid, p, 74 ) 

 

Of course some Protestant denominations are not much 

better. The Catechism of the Anglican Church states very 

clearly what is intended when they sprinkle an infant. In 

the answer to the second question asked the young 

applicant for confirmation, occur these words. 

“ In my baptism wherein I was made a member of 

Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 

of heaven.”  ( Which is the Correct Baptism, Pickering,  

p, 14 ) The Catechism of the Presbyterian Church shortens 

the statement but arrives at the same conclusion. It says 

baptism “ signifies and seals our engrafting into Christ.”  

( Ibid, p, 16 ) The Shorter Catechism says that “ baptism 

is a sign and seal of our engrafting into Christ and our 

engagement to be the Lord’s.” ( The truth about Baptism 

Robert Clarke, p, 75 ) It is hard to see how a helpless 

infant, who is unconscious of what is being done can enter 

into any engagement to be the Lord’s. But do you see 

what they’re saying ? They are saying that by baptism an 

infant is made a child of God, an inheritor of the kingdom 

of heaven.  

 

Charles Hadden Spurgeon in his day preached a famous 

sermon entitled “ Baptismal Regeneration,” and exposed 

that which is usually taught and practised in both 

established and free churches which endorse infant 

baptism. Perhaps you’re asking, “ where did such teaching 

stem from ?” One thing is sure, such teaching did not flow 

from the New Testament. My …. this practice of infant 

sprinkling was brought into the church when men began 

to set aside  the Word of God. Near the end of the second 

century the North African churches became superstitious 

and corrupt. They departed from the vital truths of the 

New Testament. Departing from the truth that salvation is 

through faith in the Lord Jesus, they taught that without 

baptism there is no salvation. Mothers became clamorous 

that their children should be baptised as soon as possible, 

since there was the teaching that without regeneration 

though baptism they would never get to heaven. In 1559, 

infant sprinkling was introduced from Geneva by John 

Knox. From Scotland it made its way to England in the 

reign of Queen Elizabeth. And how did it find a place in 

the Westminster Confession ? Well, in 1643 the 

Westminster Assembly discussed the question of baptism.  

 

There were 24 who voted for immersion and 24 who 

voted for sprinkling. The casting vote given Dr. Lightfoot 

the chairman, fixed sprinkling in the Westminster 

standards of the Presbyterian church and people receive 

and act upon it as if it had come by direct commandment 

from heaven, whereas it was by the vote of man, and that 

by a majority of one. Did you know that there are at least 

five major views of infant baptism, whereas there is only 

one view of baptism among those who hold to believer’s 

baptism. The Christian who supports infant baptism will 

need to be able to answer the question, “ Which view or 

version do you believe …. that of Luther, or Calvin, or one 

of the other distinctive views ?” 

 



 

 

Now why do we as Baptists not recognise the baptism of 

infants as true baptism as commanded by the Lord ? The 

answer is very simple. The only baptism described in the 

New Testament is believer’s baptism, which presupposes 

that the person to be baptised has personally believed in 

Christ for salvation. My …. we submit to you that infant 

baptism rests on the sinking sands of human tradition, 

whereas believer’s baptism rests upon the impregnable 

rock of Holy Scripture.  

 

The Constitution of this Church states, 

 

The binding character of the ordinances: baptism of 

believers by immersion as the only Christian baptism. 

 

The Gospel Mission of South America states, 

 

We believe that baptism by immersion should be 

administered to believers only, as an identifying 

symbol of their belief in the death, burial, and 

resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and our death to sin and resurrection to a new walk in 

life. 

 

Incidentally, today among evangelical Christians world 

wide, the overwhelming majority practice believer’s 

baptism. But is this matter of believer’s baptism really that 

important ? Is it not just a non-essential of Christianity ? 

Well, the Quakers and the Salvation Army believe that. 

They tell us, that believers baptism is not important, but  

“ what saith the Scriptures ?” Well, I want to consider 

this subject from a three fold angle. 

(1) THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVERS BAPTISM 

 

You see, while it is true that baptism is a privilege to the 

believer in Christ, it is also an obligation. The Risen 

Redeemer is not asking for our opinions, He is demanding 

our allegiance. Now there are many reasons why the 

believer should be baptised. Let me limit myself to two. 

 

(a) THE RISEN LORD COMMANDED IT: 

 

Look if you will at ( Matt 28:18-20 ) Now will you notice 

that the command to the apostles to immerse believers in 

Him, is a command to believers in Christ to be immersed, 

for it is plain if it is not His will for Christians to be 

immersed, then it cannot be His will for His apostles to 

immerse. Now will you notice, that the command to 

preach the gospel ( Mk 16:15-16 ) and make disciples of 

all nations goes hand in hand with the command to 

baptise. There is no hint given that baptism, might be 

given up, while the making of disciples continues, or that 

the order should be reversed, or that the subjects should 

be changed. You see, believer’s baptism is the only 

Christian baptism because it is the only Christian baptism 

authorised by the risen Lord. Now this is not church 

intolerance, this is glad submission to the Lordship of 

Christ and to the finality of His Word. Do you remember 

the command of the Risen Lord to Saul of Tarsus ? Saul 

had said, “ What shall I do, Lord ?” And the Lord said,  

“ And now why tarriest thou ? Arise and be baptised.”  

( Acts 22:16 ) The command of Christ is clear and 

unmistakable.  

 



 

 

He does not merely suggest that we should be baptised. 

Neither does He advise or recommend it. My …. the Lord 

who bled for us looks upon us with that kindness and love 

which is beyond all describing and commands baptism. 

When we believe we are to be baptised and for believers 

not to be baptised is to disobey the clear command of 

Christ. Are you guilty of that ? Have you turned your back 

on the Lord’s command ? Have you repudiated the very 

words of Christ by referring to baptism as “ a non-

essential of Christianity ?” (a) 

 

(b) THE EARLY CHURCH PRACTICED IT: 

 

We find in the New Testament an inseparable link 

between conversion and baptism. In character the two are 

poles apart. Conversion, is spiritual, whereas baptism is 

merely physical. Conversion is a new birth imparted from 

above, while baptism is carried out by a pastor or elder of 

the church. Conversion, is a powerful, inward, soul 

renewing work. Baptism is an outward picture of an 

inward experience. Yet have you not noticed that in the 

New Testament that conversion is inseparable from 

baptism ? Do you recall what happened on the day of 

Pentecost ? As Peter preached, multitudes were convicted, 

“ they were pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and 

to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren what shall we 

do ? Then Peter said unto them, repent and be baptised.” 

( Acts 2:38 ) Do you recall what happened ? “ Then they 

that gladly received his word were baptised.” ( 2:41 ) 

Look at the situation here. The Chancellor of Ethiopia, 

believed in the Lord, and then asked the question, “ what 

doth hinder me to be baptised.” ( 8:36 ) When Peter was 

in the household of Cornelius “ the Holy Ghost fell on all 

them which heard the Word.” ( 10:44 ) “ And he ( Peter ) 

commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord.” 

Peter did not say, “ Well, baptism is optional, you can take 

it or leave it, or it would be good for you to be baptised, 

no, no, with a note of authority, he commanded them.” 

Why ? Because he himself was a man under divine orders. 

The Risen Lord commanded Peter to make disciples and 

baptise those who had professed faith and so this is 

exactly what Peter does and in obeying Peter’s command 

they obeyed Christ’s command. So why are believers in 

Christ to be baptised ? (a) (b) You see,  

 

1. Baptism Displays our Allegiance to Christ: 

 

Baptism is a vow of allegiance. Did you know that in the 

early days of Christianity both baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper were called sacraments ? This word was used for a 

vow a soldier took when he joined the Roman Army. This 

vow meant he was no longer free to do as he wished. He 

now belonged to Caesar and promised to obey all his 

commands. In baptism we tell the world that we belong to 

Christ, and that we’re no longer free to do as we wish, but 

as He wills. Do you know something ? In a Muslim land 

Christians are not persecuted until they are baptised. For 

by being baptised in public the believer says that he now 

belongs to the Son of God. But do you know what the 

tragedy is ? So many of us are not discharging our vows ! 

My …. we profess to belong to Him, but what have we 

ever sacrificed for Him ? Some professing Christians can 

no longer sacrifice Sunday night for Him ? What have we 

ever deprived ourselves of in order that His kingdom 



 

 

might be extended ? Are you living in such a way that 

others know that Christ is yours and you are His ? 1. 

 

2. Baptism Deepens our Acquaintance with Christ: 

 

For it’s a real means of spiritual blessing. Do you not look 

back on the night of your baptismal with gratitude and  

joy ? You see, Christian experience is never static. No 

matter how high we rise on the mountain of personal 

experience there are always new heights of fellowship, 

and vision, and understanding that call us upward and 

onward. But when we refuse to obey we shut ourselves 

out of the fullness of blessing. ( Jn 7:17 ) The Lord Jesus 

said, “ He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 

he it is that loveth me, and he that loveth me shall be 

loved of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest 

myself to him.” ( Jn 14:21 ) The Lord Jesus makes 

Himself real to the loving and obedient disciple. He 

reveals Himself as our guide in the time of perplexity, our 

companion in the time of loneliness, our deliverer in the 

time of temptation, our comforter in the time of sorrow 

and our shield in the time of danger. 1, 2, 

 

3. Baptism Declares our Affection for Christ: 

 

Do you recall what the Saviour said ? He said, “ if ye love 

Me keep my commandments.” ( Jn 14:15, 15:14 ) There is 

no doubt about it, that believer’s baptism is a command of 

the Risen Lord. You see, the whole question of obedience 

to Jesus Christ is really a test of our love for Him. For if 

we love Him, we will do what He says. My …. does the 

Lord have to put a question mark of your love for Him ? 

Is He saying to you this …. “ why call me Lord, Lord, and 

do not the things which I say.” ( Lk 6:46 ) Think of what 

the Lord has done for you. He has saved you, kept you, 

will bring you to glory. Is this therefore a big thing He 

commands you to do, in light of what He has done for  

you ? Do you love the Lord ? Can you say, “ Lord Thou 

knowest all things Thou knowest that I love Thee.” Are 

you then prepared to show your love for Him, by obeying 

His command ?  (1) 

 

(2) THE OBJECTION TO BELIEVERS BAPTISM 

 

Did you notice what the Eunuch said to Philip ? “ See 

here is water what doth hinder me to be baptised ?” 

( 8:36 ) My …. if you are truly saved what are the 

obstacles and barriers that are preventing you from being 

baptised ?  What is your objection to believer’s baptism ? 

You see, for some there are, 

 

(a) THE THEOLOGICAL OBJECTIONS: 

 

1. Some say that it is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit that 

Matters: 

 

Now it is true that this must come first and it does at 

conversion. We are placed by the Spirit into the body of 

Christ. ( 1 Cor 12:13 ) But let us never forget that the One 

who baptises with the Holy Spirit gave the command to 

His apostles to immerse believers in water. Do you recall 

that scene in the household of Cornelius ? As Peter 

preached the Bible says, “ the Holy Ghost fell on all them 

which heard the word.” ( Acts 10:44 ) Peter said, “ Can 



 

 

any man forbid water, that these should not be baptised, 

which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we.” The 

very fact that they had received the Spirit of God is the 

very reason given why they were to be immersed in water. 

“ And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of 

the Lord.” ( Acts 10:48 ) You see, if some folk are right 

then Peter ought to have said, “ You have the Holy Spirit 

and therefore it does not matter about outward rites and 

ceremonies.” My …. we should rites their rightful place, 

but we have no right to set them aside. 2. 

 

2. Some say that Infant Sprinkling takes the Place of 

Circumcision: 

 

The first problem with accepting this idea is, that there is 

not one single example of an infant baptism in the New 

Testament. The second problem is that it is not correct to 

say that baptism is the equivalent of circumcision. E.G. 

Robinson says, 

 

Circumcision is not a type of baptism for (1) There is not 

a word in Scripture to authorise it. (2) Circumcision was a 

national and not a personal religious rite. (3) If 

circumcision be a type of baptism, why did Paul 

circumcise Timothy ? ( Acts 16:3 ) Why did not he 

explain, on an occasion so naturally calling for it, that 

circumcision was replaced by baptism ? 

 

Surely it is clear that if baptism had taken the place of 

circumcision, Paul instead of circumcising Timothy would 

have explained to him that the former had taken the place 

of the later. Moreover, what about the first Jerusalem 

Council in AD 53 ( Acts 15:6 ) when the very question of 

circumcision was discussed ? Did the apostles stand forth 

and say that baptism had taken the place of  

circumcision ? I mean one word from them would have 

settled the matter once for all. Why did they not speak this 

word ? The only answer is that it was not true. (a) 

 

(b) THE ECCLESIASTICAL OBJECTIONS: 

 

1. My Church does not  Teach it: 

 

The question is, to what authority do you bow ? You see, 

we are responsible to Christ and before Him we shall 

appear to give account. Creeds and constitutions are 

helpful but only if they are in keeping with the Word of 

God. Is your final authority the creeds of the church or the 

infallible Word of God ? 

 

2. I was Baptised in Infancy: 

 

You see, there are those who maintain that baptism in 

infancy before conversion is equivalent to the baptism of 

believers after conversion. But is it ? Well, when did you 

become a Christian ? Why you say, “ there was that 

unforgettable moment when I trusted Christ as my 

Saviour.” It follows then, that any baptism prior to this 

was not Christian baptism. Many have been sprinkled as 

infants who have never been immersed as believers. As 

infant sprinkling was not instituted by Christ, you cannot 

say that it is the act of the candidate in obedience to a 

command of the Risen Lord. (a) (b) 

 



 

 

(c) THE PRACTICAL OBJECTIONS: 

 

1. Some say they are much Better than those who are 

Baptised: 

 

This is often true, but then they would hardly claim to be 

better than the Lord Jesus. Christ is our example and He 

was immersed by John in the river Jordan. ( Matt 3:13 ) 

My …. the failure of some couples to live up to their 

marital vows is not reason why you should not get 

married and the failure of some believers to live up to 

their baptismal vows is no reason why you should refuse 

to obey a clear command of the Risen Lord. My …. tell 

me “ what doth hinder you to be baptised ?” What are the 

obstacles, the barriers that’s keeping you from obeying 

this command of the Saviour ? 

 

2.  Some say they can get to Heaven without It: 

 

After all, the dying thief went straight to Paradise and he 

was not baptised. ( Lk 23:39 ) How true that is. But then 

you can get to heaven without engaging in Christian 

service, without partaking of the Lord’s Supper, without 

joining an assembly of God’s people. But we do not set 

these things aside on that account. My …. through 

obedience the way to heaven is made brighter and 

sweeter. My …. when you stand before the bema 

judgement seat of Christ, what answer will you give when 

He asks why you did not obey ? 

 

3. Some say that it is too Difficult: 

 

We would not say that it is easy. But then, is it easy to be 

an out and out follower of the Lord Jesus ? Is it easy to 

take up the cross daily and follow Him ? Is it easy to say 

no to self ? It was not easy for Christ to drink the cup of 

unutterable suffering that we might be saved. It was not 

easy for the Reformers to come out of a corrupt system. 

 

4. Some say that they have never seen the Necessity for 

It: 

 

Is it not strange that some who use this argument sit down 

at the Lord’s Table ? You see, there is the same authority 

for Baptism as there is for the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s 

Supper symbolises the fact that Christ is in us. Baptism 

symbolises the fact that we are in Christ. My …. what is it 

that’s hindering you to be baptised ? Is it pride ? Is it  

fear ? Is it indifference ? Or is it just pure disobedience ?  

 

5. Some say it is Incidental: 

 

Do you ever hear Christians speak of baptism as a  

“ denominational thing,” “ a non- essential of 

Christianity,” “ getting wetter and no better ?” “ Baptism 

that’s just incidental. It really doesn’t make any 

difference.” My …. baptism is not incidental it is 

fundamental. Don’t ever minimize what God has so 

maximized. Think of the ministry of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. He had a ministry of three and a half years. How 

did He commence His ministry ? By being baptised. How 

did He conclude His ministry ? By commanding baptism 

in the Great Commission. Since baptism was the 

bookends of the ministry of the Son of God, that alone 



 

 

should tell you that baptism is a big deal. “ See here is 

water, what doth hinder you to be baptised ?” (1) (2) 

 

(3) THE OBSERVATION ABOUT BELIEVER’S 

BAPTISM 

 

You see, when we turn to the New Testament to observe 

and examine the truth about baptism we are left in no 

doubt as to, 

 

(a) THE SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM: 

 

“ Who then can be saved ?” ( Matt 19:25 ) was a question 

addressed to the Master. “ Who then should be  

baptised ?” may well be a question addressed to each 

believer who sincerely desires to be guided by the Word 

of God. An unbiased reading of the book of Acts is 

enough to settle this question once and for all. For they 

are those who have repented of their sin, and exercised 

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Look at, 

 

1. The 3,000 converts on the Day of Pentecost: 

Peter in answer to the question, “ what shall we do ?” 

said, “ Repent and be baptised very one of you.”  

( Acts 2:41 ) Do you see the order ? Repent first, and then 

be baptised ? 

 

2. The Converts at Samaria: 

“ When they were believed, they were baptised.”  

( Acts 8:12 ) 

 

3. The Ethiopian Eunuch: 

Believing with all his heart, he was immersed. Indeed the 

Holy Spirit says, “ they went down both into the water.”  

( Acts 8:38 ) My …. no sane person wades into a pool to 

get sprinkled. 

 

4. The Corinthians: 

Do you recall what it says of them ? “ Many of the 

Corinthians hearing, believed and were baptised.” 

( Acts 18:8 ) Can you see the simple steps ? You hear, 

believe, and are baptised. Who then are the subjects of 

baptism ? Believers and believers only. Indeed you’ll in 

vain in the New Testament to find the baptism of an 

infant. But perhaps you’re saying, “ what about the 

baptism of households ?” For we are often told by those 

who content for infant sprinkling  that whole households 

were baptised and that there may have been infants in 

those households. Well, there are three households said to 

have been baptised in the New Testament and God has 

told us definitely of what they were composed. There was 

the household of the Philippian jailor:. ( Acts 16:32-34 ) 

The house of Stephanas: ( 1 Cor 1:16 16:15 ) and the 

house of Lydia ( Acts 16:15 )  

 

 Let’s take this last one for a moment for paedobaptists 

often talk about Lydia’s baby. Look if you will at  

( Acts 16:14-15 ) Now if you talk about Lydia’s baby there 

are several things you have to suppose.  

(1) That Lydia was married, if so where was her husband ? 

(2) Then you have to suppose that she had a family and 

she had brought them from Thyatira to Philippi a distance 

of 300 miles. My …. this is pure speculation. The Bible 

says nothing about it. Look at what the Bible does say. 



 

 

( Acts 16:40 ) There were “ brethren” in Lydia’s 

household a title given only to believers. Listen to the 

testimony of honest and able men. 

 

Martin Luther: It cannot be proved that infant baptism 

was instituted by Christ, or by the first Christians after 

Christ. 

John Calvin: It is nowhere expressed by the evangelists 

that infants were baptised. 

Professor De Wette: In the time of the apostles children 

were not baptised. ( Which is the Correct Baptism Hy 

Pickering, p, 17 ) Who then are the subjects for baptism ? 

Believers and believers only. 

 

(b) THE SIGNIFICANCE ABOUT BAPTISM: 

 

What does believer’s baptism signify ? Union with Christ. 

Our oneness with Christ, in His death, burial and 

resurrection. Look if you will at ( Rom 6:3-5 ) Will you 

notice the words “ like,” ( 6:4) “ likeness,” ( 6:5 ) and 

“ likewise.” ( 6:11 ) These words indicate union with the 

Lord Jesus in His death, burial, and resurrection. 

 

1. INTO THE WATER: DEATH 

 

( Rom 6:11 ) We’re saying in effect that there has been a 

complete break with the past, a death. 

 

2. UNDER THE WATER: BURIAL: 

 

( Rom 6:4 ) Just as Christ was buried in a tomb, so in 

baptism our lives as sinners are regarded as put out of 

sight. 

 

3. OUT OF THE WATER: RESURRECTION 

 

We are lifted from the water to live a new and distinctive 

life. You see, as I go under the water I should say, “ Old 

things are passed away,” and as I rise up of the water,  

“ behold all things are become new.” ( 2 Cor 5:17 ) 

Baptism is simply presenting in pictorial form the fact that 

(1) The old way of life is finished (2) The new way of life 

is begun. Identification with Christ is the truth that is 

symbolised in baptism. (a) (b) 

 

(c) THE STYLE IN BAPTISM: 

 

Should the method be by sprinkling, pouring, or by 

immersion ? Sometimes we are told that Baptists make 

“ a lot of fuss over a mere quantity of water.” But if 

baptism is a symbol designed by the Lord then the way it 

is carried out is of great importance. There can be no 

doubt that the original method was by immersion in water, 

even those who practise infant sprinkling acknowledge 

this. The Greek word for baptise ( baptizo ) occurs some 

eighty times in the New Testament. It means to “ dip or 

immerse.” Pastor Robert Clarke in his book “ The Truth 

about Baptism,” says, “ If Italian Baptists are asked how 

long their witness has been maintained in Italy, their reply 

is, from New Testament times. They point to the dark pools 

in the Catacombs and the many ornate baptisteries which 

furnish irrefutable evidence of the primitive practice of 

immersion. Roman Catholic scholars frankly admit that 

immersion is the true mode of baptism, but that the Pope 



 

 

changed it to sprinkling.” Thank God, I’m not following 

the Pope of Rome. Dr. A. T. Robertson regarded as one of 

the greatest Greek scholars in the world says this, “ If 

anything in the New Testament is clear, it is evident that 

New Testament baptism is the immersion of the 

believer.” Our Lord Himself “ when He was baptised 

went up straightway out of the water.” ( Matt 3:16 ) John 

the Baptist “ was baptising in Enon, near to Salem, 

because there was much water there.” ( Jn 3:23 ) Philip 

and the eunuch “ went down into the water and came up 

out of the water.” ( 8:28 ) Paul says, “ Therefore we are 

buried with Him by baptism unto death that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead ….,” ( Rom 6:4 ) Neither 

sprinkling or pouring can by any stretch of the 

imagination be made to signify burial and resurrection. So 

the N.T is clear as to (a) (b) (c) and, 

 

(d) THE SEQUEL TO BAPTISM: 

 

For however, precious the meaning and method of 

baptism the most important thing from a practical 

standpoint is the life which follows the ordinance.  

“ Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 

with Him …. if ye then be risen with Christ seek those 

things which are above.” ( Col 2:12, 3:1 ) Is that what 

you’re doing ? Are you seeking more and more to “ know 

Him and the power of His resurrection.” ( Phil 3:10 )  

My …. Where do you stand in relation to all of this ? Are 

you truly saved ? Are you a believer who has never 

seriously faced up to this command from Christ to you ? 

 

 

C. H. Spurgeon says,  

 

“ I can never forget the 3rd May 1850, it was my 

mother’s birthday, and I myself within a few weeks of 

being 16 years of age. I was up early to have a couple 

of hours for quiet prayer and dedication to God. Then 

I had some 8 miles to walk to reach the spot where I 

was to be immersed into the Triune name according to 

the sacred command. The wind blew down the river 

with a cutting blast, as my turn came to wade into 

flood, but after I had walked a few steps, and noted the 

people on the ferry boat, and in boats and on either 

shore, I felt as if heaven and earth and hell might all 

gaze upon me, for I was not ashamed there and then, 

to own myself a follower of the Lamb. My timidity was 

washed away, it floated down the river into the sea, 

and must have been devoured by the fishes, for I have 

never felt anything of the kind since. Baptism also 

loosed my tongue, and from that day it has never been 

quiet. I lost a thousand fears in that River Lark, and 

found that “ in keeping His commandments there is 

great reward.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


