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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE FAITH 

 

“ WE BELIEVE THAT,” 

 

2. GOD IS 

 

 

There is a story of a student who once went to Benjamin 

Jowett, the famous Master of Balliol College, Oxford 

stating that he was deeply disturbed by religious doubt. 

“ In fact,” the student confided, “ I regret to confess that 

I don’t believe in God.” “ You don’t believe in God,” 

cried Jowett. “ No,” responded the student hoping at least 

to receive from his superior some token of sympathy or at 

least of understanding. But no. The Master made no such 

gesture. On the contrary he was really angry. “ Believe in 

God by tomorrow morning,” he thundered “ or leave the 

college.” But is it possible to reach a conviction of the 

reality of God because one is commanded to do so ?  

“ Belief in God,” wrote G.S. Lichenberg “ is as natural to 

a man as walking on two legs.” That may be so, but, if it 

is, many today like Mephibosheth, are lame on both feet. 

They find it very hard to accept the existence of a personal 

Deity. They operate with the belief or assumption that 

God is dead. I heard about a little four year boy who was 

at a viewing before a funeral. Some adults were huddled 

in quiet conversation. The boy attempted to see into the 

coffin, but he was too small. Even on tiptoe he could not 

see inside. He had an idea and before he knew it climbed 

into the coffin to peer at his deceased great-great aunt. At 

last, he could finally see her. When his father saw what 

was happening, he shouted “ Get out of there.” The little 

boy knew his time was short, so he whispered something 

into his great-great aunt’s ear hoping she could hear him.  

“ If I get really, really, close and yell really really, loud 

in her ear will she hear me,” he asked his Dad. His father 

lifted him up and sat him down on the floor. “ No Forrest. 

She won’t,” his father replied. “ Is she very dead ?” 

Forrest asked his Dad, “ Yes son she is. But we’ll see her 

again one day in heaven.” You see, Forrest tried to talk to 

his great-great Aunt, but she couldn’t hear him. She was 

and still is dead. And there are some folk today who 

operate with the assumption that God is dead. So is God 

dead ? Some people would say yes. They would point to 

world tragedies like earthquakes, hurricanes or tsunamis 

as proof that God is dead. Some might highlight the 

poverty in many third world countries and say it shows 

that God is dead. Still others would take the intellectual 

route and say a thinking man or woman is too intellectual 

for the childish beliefs of Christianity. 

 

They would agree with the German philosopher Friedrich 

Nietzsche with whom this phrase “ God is dead,” 

originated. Of course, God is not dead. He’s very much 

alive. I mean what is the most read sentence in the history 

of the world ? Is it not the opening statement in the  

Bible ? “ In the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth.” ( 1:1 ) There it stands in all its naked force, the 

opening statement of Scripture. No attempt is made to 

water it down, to apologize to a skeptical age, even to 



 

 

prove that God is. The Holy Spirit simply deems certain 

truths to be self evident, the first and foremost, that God 

is. In one sublime statement He sweeps aside atheism, 

by asserting His existence, polytheism by declaring 

Himself to be one, and pantheism by separating 

Himself from matter. What a simple but profound 

statement and it answers one of the three questions of life. 

You see, there are really only three questions that 

everyone asks and seeks an answer to. The first question 

is “ Where did I come from ?” How many parents have 

had to answer that dreaded question.  The second question 

is, “ Why am I here ?” Am I just taking up space wasting 

time until I die ?” Then the third question is this, “ Where 

am I going ?” I mean, where does it all end. We’re born. 

We live. We die. I heard about a man that was having one 

of those kinds of days when nothing went right and 

everything was going wrong and he asked a Christian  

co-worker, “ What’s the world coming to ?” And the 

believer said “ God.” And that’s right. This world was 

conceived by God, created by God, and its coming to 

God. Do you recall Paul’s words, “ For of Him and 

through Him and to Him are all things.” ( Rom 11:36 ) 

 

There are the three great questions of life answered. 

Where did I come from ? Why am I here ? Where am I 

going ? And the answer to all those questions is God. 

But who is God ? Or what is God ? Our constitution is 

terribly weak when it comes to the existence of God. It 

simply talks about the Trinity. The Gospel Mission of 

South America has the best doctrinal statement I have 

seen of any mission. Here’s what it states, 

 

We believe in one God, eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, 

and omnipresent, existing in three persons, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, one in nature, attributes, power and 

glory. 

 

In answer to the question “ What is God ?” Spurgeon’s 

catechism gives the following answer 

 

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His 

being wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and 

truth. 

 

I want to take five phrases out of the Scriptures which I 

believe will explain to us who God is. God is, 

 

(1) “ THE ONLY TRUE GOD,” 

 

Do you recall the words of the Lord Jesus in His high 

priestly prayer ? “ And this is life eternal, that they might 

know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom 

Thou hast sent.” ( Jn 17:3 ) Here I want to stress God’s 

Personality. God is not an influence, an unseen power 

like electricity. My …. the God of the Bible is a God with 

whom we can converse, a God we can trust, a God who 

enters into our experiences, a God who strengthens in 

times of trial, a God who fills our hearts with joy and 

gladness. Moreover, this God has revealed Himself in the 

person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now obviously, God is 

not a person in the sense that we as humans are defined by 

the term. Still God has characteristics that are clearly 

personal. For example, God lives, thinks, feels, speaks, 



 

 

loves, cares, God is angry, God is grieved, and God is 

pleased. Think of, 

 

(a) THE PERSONAL PROPERTIES: 

 

That God possesses, which indicates that God is a Person. 

 

1. God Lives: 

 

The world may brandish their slogans and say that “ God 

is dead,” but the Bible constantly describes God as the 

living God. Do you recall Peter’s response to the Lord 

Jesus ? “ Thou art the Christ the Son of the living God.” 

( Matt 16:16 ) Paul reminds us that “ ye are the temple of 

the living God.” ( 2 Cor 6:16 ) The idols of the heathen 

are false and dead “ but the Lord is the true God, He is the 

living God.” ( Jer 10:10 ) My …. God is alive. You can 

turn to Him ( Acts 14:15 ) you can trust in Him  

( 1 Tim 4:10 ) you can labour  for Him ( 1 Thess 1:9 ) 

 

2. God Speaks: 

 

Do you recall that He conversed with Moses as a friend 

with friend. The Bible says, “ And the Lord spake unto 

Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.” 

( Ex 33:11 ) God speaks. Has He spoken to you today ? 

Have you spent time with God, so that through His Word 

you might hear His voice ? 

 

3. God Plans: 

 

Aren’t you glad that history is His story ? My …. history 

is a not a series of disconnected accidents, rather it’s the 

unfolding of the purpose and plan of God. Do you recall 

the providence of God in the life of Joseph ? Sold into 

Egypt as a slave, cast into prison as a rapist, exalted to the 

throne by Pharaoh. Do you recall his testimony to his 

brothers who betrayed him ? “ But as for you, ye thought 

evil against me, but God meant it unto good, to bring to 

pass as it this day, to save much people alive.”  

( Gen 50:20 ) My …. we may not always be able to trace 

the hand of God, but we can always trust the heart of God. 

 

4. God Cares: 

 

For the birds ( Deut 22:6-7 ) for the animals ( Deut 25:4 ) 

for you. Do you know something ? God is concerned 

about your personal needs ? Is this not the principle that 

Christ enunciates in ( Matt Ch 6 ) ? He argues from the 

lesser to the greater ? He says, “ Behold the fowls of the 

air for they sow not neither do they reap, nor gather into 

barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 

much better than they ?” ( Matt 6:26 ) Did you notice the 

way the Lord Jesus describes our God ? “ Your heavenly 

Father.” You see, it’s unnecessary for us to worry. Why ? 

It’s because we have a heavenly Father who is all 

powerful and all loving who knows what His children 

need and is able to supply all their need. My …. if our 

heavenly Father feeds the birds of the air, if not one of 

them is forgotten before God. ( Lk 11:6 ) And remember 

there are well over 8,000 species of birds. Will He not 

much more love and care for you ? If your Father clothes 

the lilies of the field, if He takes thought for perishable 



 

 

flowers which are here today and gone tomorrow, will He 

neglect bodies in which dwell immortal souls ? Are you 

anxious because you’ve lost sight of God ? The God who 

promises to meet your need, the God who makes His 

grace available, the God who will not fail you.  

 

5. God Hates: 

 

Look if you will at ( Prov 6:16-19 ) Now something 

impersonal is incapable of hating anyone or anything only 

personality is capable of hatred. Do you see what is an 

abomination to God ? My …. will you mark these things ? 

Will you shun these things ? For there are many 

professing Christians who are doing these things which 

the Lord hates. You see, God possesses these 

characteristics or properties and therefore of necessity 

must be a person. But think not only of (a) 

 

(b) THE PERSON PRONOUNS: 

 

For do these not indicate personality ? Think of the “ Thee 

and Thou,” “ And this is life eternal, that they might know 

Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 

sent.” ( Jn 17:3 ) Think of the “ He and Him.” The 

psalmist says, “ I love the Lord because He hath heard my 

voice and my supplications. Because He hath inclined his 

ear unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I 

live.” ( Ps 116:1-2 ) You see, if God were a mere force or 

principle the pronouns representing Him would of 

necessity be neuter. But this is not the case, for the 

personal pronouns which are used of God represent Him 

as a person, always being masculine gender. (1)  

(2) “ THE INVISIBLE GOD,” 

 

Do you recall the words of Paul ? Speaking of Christ he 

says, “ Who is the image of the invisible God.”  

( Col 1:15 ) Here I want to stress God’s Spirituality, 

Nature and Essence. God is a Spirit. Now think of, 

 

(a) THE MEANING OF THIS: 

 

The Oxford Dictionary defines spirit like this, “ a rational 

intelligent being not connected with material body.” In his 

book Elemental Theology Emery Bancroft says this, 

 

God as spirit is incorporeal, invisible, without material 

substance, without physical parts or passions and 

therefore free from all temporal limitations. ( P, 49 ) 

 

The fact that God is a pure Spirit excludes the idea that He 

has a body of some kind and is in any way visible to the 

human eye. But then, what about those physical terms that 

are applied to God in the Scriptures as though He were a 

man ? I mean do we not read about the hands of God  

( 1 Kings 8:42 ) the arm of God ( 1 Kings 8:42 ) the eyes 

of the Lord, the face of the Lord ( 1 Pet 3:12 ) ? Yes we 

do. Is there a contradiction ? No, there’s not for these 

expressions are to be understood only in the sense of 

being human terms which are used in order to bring the 

infinite within the understanding of the finite. My …. 

These terms are used that we might be enabled to get a 

picture of our God. The truth is God does not have a 

physical form or body as we do. Now, 

 



 

 

(b) THE FACT OF THIS: 

 

Is established by the words of the Lord Jesus who said, 

“ God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship 

Him in spirit and in truth.” ( Jn 4:24 ) Actually it should 

read like this, “ God is Spirit.” And a Spirit is 

incorporeal, invisible yet gloriously real. “ God is a Spirit, 

infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, 

power and holiness, justice, goodness and truth.” That’s 

what the Westminster divines came up with when the 

assembly came together to discuss the question “ Who is 

God ?” They decided to call upon George Gillespie a 

commissioner from the Church of Scotland and the 

youngest member of the assembly to lead then in a prayer 

for guidance. Gillespie in his prayer quoted the words of 

Christ in ( Jn 4:24 ) and then went on to extol the infinity, 

eternity and immutability of the Godhead. When he had 

finished praying the leader of the assembly said,  

“ Brethren, we have been given our answer and so it was 

written in the famous declaration “ God is a Spirit.” And 

being a Spirit God is invisible. ( Luke 24:39 ) The Bible 

says, “ No man hath seen God at any time,” ( Jn 1:18 ) 

 

Yet what about those passages in Scripture where it states 

quite clearly that men saw God. Isaiah says “ I saw also 

the Lord sitting upon a throne.” ( Is 6:1 Ex 24:10 Judges 

13:22 ) Is there a contradiction ? No, there is not. Let me 

illustrate. When you go into the bathroom in the morning 

and look into the mirror. What do you see ? It would be 

true for you to say, “ Well, I saw my face.” But it would 

also true to say, “ I never saw my face, what I saw was a 

reflection of my face in the mirror.” In the same way men 

have seen a revelation of God and it is perfectly true to 

say that those men saw God, yet no man ever saw God as 

He is in His invisible essence. So it also perfectly true to 

say, “ No man hath seen God at any time.” ( Jn 1:18 ) For 

God is Spirit and as Spirit He is incorporeal and invisible. 

This is why the worship of God through the means of 

images and things temporal is forbidden. ( Deut 4:15 ) 

Why ? Because God is Spirit, no-one has ever seen God, 

and cannot know how He looks. So when R. Catholics 

bow done in worship to images of Christ, the Virgin 

Mary, and the other saints, they are violating the law of 

God. When Protestants bow down before candles, crosses, 

and ceremonies they are violating the law of God, for our 

God is the invisible God. 

 

(3) “ OUR GOD IS ONE LORD,” 

 

Do you recall the cry of Moses, “ Hear O Israel, the Lord 

our God is one Lord.” ( Deut 6:4 ) Here I want to touch 

on God’s Unity. Now this truth opposes the error of 

polytheism, the doctrine of many gods. Dr. Evans says, 

“ No other truth of the Scripture particularly in the Old 

Testament, receives more prominence than that of the 

Unity of God.” ( The Great Doctrines of the Bible, p 26 ) 

Now when we say that God is a unity what do we mean ? 

Well, we don’t mean that God is possessed of a single 

personality, rather by the unity of God is meant oneness of 

essence and being as the one and only God. God is 

described by the Lord Jesus as “ the only true God.”  

( Jn 17:3 ) He is the one Lord. ( Deut 6:4 ) There is no 

other god  beside Him. ( Deut 4:35, 39 ) God is a unity 



 

 

and within this unity God is known in three persons, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. ( Matt 28:19 2 Cor 13:14 ) 

Now this, 

 

(a) UNITY IS ESTABLISHED BY REASON: 

 

Look at creation. We might refer to God’s creation as 

indivisible, bearing the imprint of one Almighty Agent. In 

all its wide realm from the revelations of the telescope to 

the wonders of the microscope we see the hand of God. 

You see, among all the planets, constellations, systems 

and galaxies which fill the vast spaces surrounding our 

earth there is a marvelous coordination and cooperation, 

which show they are all part of a complete whole, and it is 

God who unites and makes them such. It is the unity of 

God which saves all of these from being a “ multiverse,” 

and causes them to be a universe. Listen to these amazing 

words again, “ In the beginning God ….,” I heard about a 

group of scientists who were told that if they would climb 

up a really steep mountain that they would discover the 

origin of the universe. Well, they struggled and they 

scrambled all the way up there and when they finally 

made it to the top they found a bunch of preachers reading  

( Gen 1:1 ) “ In the beginning God created ….,” 

 

(b) UNITY IS ESTABLISHED BY REVELATION: 

 

For is the unity of God not revealed time and again in the 

Scriptures ? Moses declares “ Know therefore this day 

and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord He is God in 

heaven above, and upon the earth beneath, there is none 

else.” ( Deut 4:39 ) The Israelites were given clear proof 

of the oneness and uniqueness of God while they were 

slaves in Egypt. ( Ex 8:6 9:14 ) Centuries later the exiled 

Hebrews, in Babylon surrounded by pagan altars and 

images were reminded of the same truth. ( Is 43:10-11 

44:6 ) You see, it is precisely because there is no other 

god that the prophets despise the multiplicity of heathen 

deities who are powerless to save. So Elijah stands on 

Mount Carmel and cries to the prophets of Baal, “ Cry 

aloud for he is a god, either he is talking, or he is 

pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he 

sleepeth and must be awaked.” ( 1 Kings 18:27 ) You see, 

there is no other beside the Lord. ( Is 45:22 ) This is why 

idolatry is viewed in the Bible as an offence  

( Hosea 4:17 8:4 ) for it usurps the place that is God’s by 

right.  

 

I wonder have you as a believer, allowed something to 

come unto your life and that something or someone has 

taken the place of God ? You see, if you trust anything 

more than God you’re making a god of it, if you love 

anything more than God you’re making a god of it. Your 

god is what you love, seek, worship, serve and allow to 

control your life. An idol is anything we put before the 

Lord. Are Christians guilty of idolatry ? Well, let me ask 

who or what takes priority in your life ? Fashion, family, 

friends, finance, fitness, football, the future ? What is it 

that are you putting before God ? (1) (2) (3) 

 

(4) “ THE KING, ETERNAL IMMORTAL,” 

 

Paul states this in ( 1 Tim 1:17 ) he says, “ Now unto the 

King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 



 

 

honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” Does this not 

underscore God’s Eternality ? That is, God had no 

beginning and will have no end. The psalmist says, “ even 

from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” ( Ps 90:2 ) 

He is the eternal “ I am.” ( Ex 3:14 ) The first and the last. 

( Is 44:6 ) Bancroft states that “ eternity is infinite 

duration, that is duration without beginning or end. He 

goes on to say that the word eternal is sometimes used in 

three senses. It has a 

 

 Figurative meaning: denoting antiquity or 

indefinitely long duration, such as “ eternal 

mountains.” 

 Limited meaning: signifying an existence having a 

beginning but which will have no end, such as that 

of the souls of men ( Gen 2:7 ) or the punishment of 

the wicked. ( Heb 9:27) 

 Literal meaning: denoting an existence which has 

neither beginning nor end …. God. 

 

In his prophecy Isaiah gives us a very vivid picture of the 

Babylonians hurrying from their city as the armies of 

Cyrus approach. They carry their idols to safety ( Is 46:1 ) 

but God carries Israel. What a contrast the heathen carry 

their idols, the Hebrews are carried by God. The idols of 

the heathen are powerless, the God of Israel is powerful. 

The idols are temporal, but Israel rejoiced in a God who is 

eternal and who would never fail them. My …. what a 

God we have this …. ! He is known as the eternal God 

( Deut 33:27 ) the everlasting God ( Gen 21:33 ) the 

everlasting Father ( Is 9:6 ) There is no beginning  

( Ps 90:1 ) or ending with Him. ( Heb 1:11 ) He inhabits 

eternity ( Is 57:15 ) He is the first and the last ( Is 44:6 ) 

He is anticipates everything and everybody. ( Gen 1:1 ) 

 

(5) “ THE LORD, I CHANGE NOT,” 

 

Is this not what God says in the prophecy of Malachi ? 

“ For I am the Lord, I change not.” ( 3:6 ) Here I want to 

close with the immutability of God. Change is one of the 

most threatening things many of us face in life and yet we 

encounter it every day. There are changes in the physical 

world: scientists tell us that our universe is running down. 

There are changes in the political world: governments are 

toppled and new ones are established overnight. There are 

changes in the personal world: if a person who died 

twenty years ago could be brought back to this earth, he 

would be astounded at the differences in us and our way 

of life. “ Change and decay in all around I see,” but God 

does not change. You see, change implies imperfection, 

but God cannot change for the better for He is already 

perfect, and being perfect God cannot change for the 

worse. God is perpetually the same. He is altogether 

uninfluenced by the flight of time.  

 

All that He is today, He has ever been and ever will be.  

“ The Father of lights with whom is no variableness 

neither shadow of turning.” ( James 1:17 ) But you say  

“ Preacher, what about those passages in Scripture that 

plainly state that God repents ?”( Gen 6:6 Jonah 3:10 ) 

How is this to be reconciled with His immutability ?  

Does the Bible contradict itself ? No, it does not.  



 

 

( Num 23:19 ) You see, this is only a human way of 

speaking of God. When speaking of Himself the Lord 

often accommodates his language to our limited 

understanding. For example He speaks of Himself as 

“ waking,” ( Ps 78 :65 ) or as “ rising early,” ( Jer 7:13 ) 

Yet God neither slumbers or sleeps. So when God 

institutes a change in His dealings with men, He describes 

His course of conduct as repenting. For example here’s a 

boat rowing against the stream and being resisted by the 

current. If that boat turns and goes with the stream, the 

current assists it. So it is with nations and individuals. 

Some go against the stream of God’s holiness and love 

and God judges them. But when a nation or individual 

repents, the same stream of God’s holiness and love 

becomes the source of blessing. You see, the current is 

always the same, only the boat has changed in relation 

to the current. In just the same way, God does not 

change, we change, and the same stream of holiness and 

love may be expressed in judgment or blessing. My …. 

we have a God who is unchanging. 

 

(a) GOD’S CHARACTER: UNCHANGING: 

 

There never was a time when God was not and there never 

will be a time God shall cease to be. All that He is to day, 

He has ever been, and ever will be. All around us is full of 

change. Why the very seasons of the year reminds us of 

changes. Changes in the agricultural world, the animal 

world, and the natural world. Is that old body of yours not 

changing ? You’re not able to do the things that you used 

to do. But amidst a changing world we have an 

unchanging God. Is there not solid comfort for us here ? 

My …. no matter how unstable you are, how fickle your 

friends are. How changeable your circumstances are, God 

changes not. I tell you, my friends may forsake me, the 

world may hate me, the flesh may fail me, the devil may 

assail me, but God changes not. (a) 

 

(b) GOD’S SON: UNCHANGING: 

 

For Jesus Christ is “ the same yesterday, and today and 

forever.” ( Heb 13:8 )  Church leaders may come and go 

but Jesus Christ remains the same. Church members may 

come and go but Jesus Christ remains the same. Church 

traditions may come and go but Jesus Christ remains the 

same, and it is Christ who is the centre of our faith. The 

unchanging Christ. The Christ whose touch has still that 

ancient power. The Christ who is able to save, to keep, to 

bring to glory. He never changes. Man’s history in the 

world has been full of changes. There has been, 

 

The woeful change that sin has wrought 

The blessed change the blood has brought 

Changes with which man’s life is fraught 

The Christ of God who changes not 

 

(c) GOD’S PROMISES: UNCHANGING: 

 

We love to speak of the promises of God. But if we could 

ever suppose that any of them would be changed then we 

would stop talking about them. My …. we want 

unchangeable promises and we have got them. 

 

 The Promise of Daily Strength: “ As thy days,”  



 

 

 ( Deut 33:25 ) 

 The Promise of Wonderful Provision: “ But my 

God shall supply ….,” ( Phil 4:19 ) 

 The Promise of Sweet Companionship: “ He hath 

said I will never leave thee ….,” ( Heb 13:5 ) 

 

To know that God is Unchanging brings Challenge to us: 

 

For if our God is the same God as that of the New 

Testament Christians and He is, then we are confronted 

with a problem. How can we justify ourselves in resting 

content with an experience of God that falls so far below 

theirs ? Is our God not the same as theirs ? Is our Saviour 

not the same as theirs ? Are our resources not the same as 

theirs ? Then why are we living below power ? 

 

To know that God is Unchanging brings Comfort to us: 

 

Henry Francis Lyte the hymn-writer was dying. Just two 

months before his death he sat down looked death straight 

in the face and wrote these words, 

 

Swift to its close ebbs our life’s little day 

Earth’s joys grow dim its glories pass away 

Change and decay in all around I see 

O Thou who changest not abide with me 

 

My …. have you beheld your God ? He is the only true 

God, the invisible God, the one Lord, the King eternal, the 

Unchanging God. “ This God is our God for ever and 

ever, He will be our guide even unto death.” ( Ps 48:14 ) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


