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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE FAITH 

 

Reading: Galatians 6:10-18 

 

“ WE BELIEVE THAT,” 

 

4. CHRIST IS INCOMPARABLE 

 

4. HIS CROSS 

 

Some years ago a Parliament of Religions was held in 

Chicago in connection with the World’s Fair. At that 

Parliament the great ethnic faiths of the world were 

represented. One by one leading men arose and spoke for 

Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism, and Islam. Then Dr. 

Joseph Cook of Boston, who had been chosen to represent 

Christianity arose to speak. “ Here is Lady Macbeth’s 

hand,” he said, “ stained with the foul murder of King 

Duncan. See her as she wanders through the halls and 

corridors of her palatial home, stopping to cry, “ Our 

damned spot ! Out I say ! Will these hands ne’er be  

clean ?” Then turning to those seated on the platform he 

said, “ Can any of you who are so anxious to propagate 

your religious systems offer any cleansing efficacy for 

the sin and guilt of Lady Macbeth’s crime ?” An 

oppressive silence was maintained by them all, and well 

they might for none of the religions there represented, nor 

any other religion on earth, can offer any cleansing 

efficacy for the guilt of sin. Only the blood of Christ who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to 

God, can purge the conscience from dead works to serve 

the living God. This is why the death of Christ is so vital, 

for by the sacrifice of Christ and by this act alone we are 

brought night to God. ( 1 Pet 3:18 ) My …. the central fact 

and event of earth’s history is the day when the Lord Jesus 

died to redeem a lost world. The day Jesus Christ died 

will remain the most momentous day in the history of the 

world. Henry Thiessen says, 

 

The death of Christ is the essential thing in 

Christianity. Other religions base their claim to 

recognition on the teaching of their founders, 

Christianity is distinguished from them all by the 

importance it assigns to the death of it Founder. Take 

away the death of Christ as interpreted by the 

Scriptures, and you reduce Christianity to the level of 

the ethnic religions. Though we would still have a 

higher system of ethics, were we to take away the cross 

of Christ, we would have no more salvation than these 

other religions. Napoleon said when banished to St. 

Helena that Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and he 

had founded mighty kingdoms on force, but that Jesus 

Christ had founded His on love. This is true, if we 

mean love expressed in His substitutionary death.  
( Lectures in Systematic Theology, pp. 313, 314 ) 

 

Normally people are remembered by something they 

accomplished by their living. When you think about 

George Washington you immediately he was the first 

president of the United States. When you think about 

Benjamin Franklin you remember he discovered 

electricity. When you think about Thomas Edison, you 



 

 

remember he invented the light bulb. When you think 

about Neill Armstrong, you know he was the first man to 

step on the moon. When you think of Sir Edmund Hilary, 

you know he was the first to climb Mount Everest. When 

you think about Walt Disney, you think about the creation 

of Mickey Mouse. But according to the Bible, the most 

significant thing the Lord Jesus ever did was to die. 
Indeed the one thing that He wanted us to remember was 

His death, that’s why He instituted the Lord’s Table. Now 

the Constitution of this Church speaks about, 

 

The substitutionary sacrificial death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

The Gospel Mission of South America in their statement 

of faith talks says, 

 

We believe that Jesus Christ died on a cross as a 

substitutionary sacrifice for sin. 

 

What does all this mean ? Well, the subject before us is 

vast, vital and valuable and obviously we have to be 

selective rather than exhaustive and so lets begin with, 

 

(1) THE NECESSITY OF THE CROSS 

 

Incidentally, the Scriptures speak about “ His cross.” Paul 

says “ having made peace through the blood of His 

cross,” ( Col 1:20 ) Why the cross ? Is it not reasonable to 

believe that the death of Christ was necessary, else the 

Father would never have subjected His dearly beloved 

Son to the awful punishment of the cross. The Saviour 

himself speaks of His death as a necessity. He says, “ And 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth 

in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

( Jn 3:14-15 ) What made the cross necessary ? 

 

(a) THE HOLINESS OF GOD: 

 

The holiness of God demanded that sin must be punished. 

Someone has said that “ Infinite purity is a consuming 

fire to all iniquity.” The Bible speaking of God says,  

“ Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 

look on iniquity.” ( Hab 1:13 ) My …. all the Mosaic 

system of ceremonial cleansing, sacrifices, and offerings 

emphasizes but one thing. Do you know what it is ? The 

moral distance between sinful man and a holy God. That’s 

why the underlying principle of Scripture is “ without 

shedding of blood is no remission.” ( Heb 9:22 ) Do you 

recall in the Old Testament Tabernacle there were two 

compartments. There was the “ Holy Place,” and there 

was “ The Holiest of all.” A veil separated these two 

rooms and barred access into the presence of God. That 

veil had one message “ No Entry.” Only on one day, in 

each year, by one man was access possible. So on the Day 

of Atonement the High Priest entered and took with him 

for himself and the sins of the children of Israel, the blood 

of sacrifice. And on and before the Mercy Seat was that 

blood sprinkled. ( Lev 16:14 ) You see, there was no 

access into the presence of God because of (a) and, 

 

(b) THE SINFULNESS OF MAN: 

 



 

 

It was the lost sinful condition of humanity that made 

necessary the death of Christ. This was the magnet that 

drew the Son of God from the skies. He could not be 

satisfied with the glory that He had with the Father before 

the world was. He could not be content with all the 

adoration of all the unfallen hosts of heaven, while man 

remained estranged and lost from God. Now superficial 

views of the atonement are produced by superficial views 

of sin. You see, if sin is just regarded as only an offense 

against man, a weakness of human nature, a slight moral 

illness, rather than as rebellion, lawlessness, and enmity 

against God and therefore condemning and punishable, 

we shall not see any necessity for the cross. My …. we 

must see sin as the Bible describes it, as something that 

brings wrath and punishment in its train, as guilt that 

needs expiation, as crime that deserves punishment. You 

see, when we see sin as God sees it, we will also see the 

desperate need of a Saviour, an atoning, redeeming 

Saviour and “ the blood of His cross.” ( Col 1:20 ) (1) 

 

(2) THE CENTRALITY OF THE CROSS 

 

While we may not all agree that “ the heart of Britain is 

London, and the heart of London is Westminster,” it is 

certainly true that the heart of Christianity is the Bible, the 

heart of the Bible, the cross, and the heart of the cross, the 

very heart of God Himself. For “ God was in Christ 

reconciling the world unto Himself.” ( 2 Cor 5:19 ) You 

see, the cross is central in, 

 

(a) GOD’S GREAT PURPOSE: 

 

It may sound somewhat confusing, but actually the Lord 

Jesus died before He was born, for He came as “ the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  

( Rev 13:8 ) You see, Calvary was no afterthought. It was 

not a cruel death perpetrated solely by evil men, but it was 

the plan conceived by God in a past eternity. It was then 

that He foreordained that His Son should die as the 

Saviour of the world. It was then that “ love drew 

salvation’s plan.” When the Trinity counseled as to what 

must be done, about the sin of man, the Father said,  

“ Whom shall I send and who will for us ?” Immediately, 

God the Son replied, “ Here am I send me.” And in the 

fullness of time He came, as the Lamb literally slain to 

take away the sin of the world. Thus, before there was a 

sinner, there was a Saviour. God provided the remedy 

before the disease appeared. What the Father, Son, and 

Spirit conceived in the dateless past, the Son 

consummated at Calvary. ( 1 Cor 2:7 Eph 1:4 ) My …. 

there was a cross in the heart of God before there was on 

planted on the green hill outside Jerusalem. 

 

The great preacher Dr. R. G. Lee put it like this, “ His 

death prearranged, prophesied, and provided by God 

was no afterthought. Jesus was born with the shadow 

of the cross upon Him. With the shadow of the cross 

upon His heart, He learned to walk, He learned to talk, 

and He learned to work. From His earliest moment 

upon this earth it was His burden by day, his pallet by 

night.” (a) 

 

(b) GOD’S GOOD WORD: 

 



 

 

Did you know that threaded all through the rope used by 

the Royal Navy is a thin red cord, so that no matter where 

it is cut into, identity of ownership is immediately 

established ? It’s just the same with the Bible. The Bible 

is not only a blest book, it is a blood book. The word  

“ blood,” is used 460 times in the Bible. The Bible begins 

with blood in Genesis when Cain sheds the blood of his 

brother, Abel. It ends with the blood in the book of 

Revelation when the Lord Jesus returns wearing a  

“ vesture dipped in blood.” ( Rev 19:13 ) My …. there is 

a scarlet thread that binds every page of this book. You 

cut this book and it bleeds. Have you ever noticed the 

prominent place the Scriptures give to the cross ? Beside 

the many typical and prophetic references to it, the death 

of Christ is mentioned more than 175 times in the New 

Testament. Henry Thiessen writes, 

 

The death of Christ has a prominent place in the New 

Testament. The last three days of our Lord’s earthly life 

occupy about one fifth of the narratives in the four 

Gospels. If all the three and a half years of His public 

ministry had been written out as fully as the last three 

days would have a ‘ Life of Christ,’ of some 8400 pages. 

Torrey claims that the death of Christ is mentioned 

directly in the New Testament more than 175 times. 

Since there are 7,959 verses in the New Testament, this 

would mean that one out of every 53 verses refers to this 

theme. ( Lectures in Systematic Theology, p. 313 ) 

 

Do you recall that the Risen Lord on the road to Emmaus 

spoke to those two downcast disciples about the  

“ suffering, glory story ?” ( Lk 24:26 ) Then “ beginning 

at Moses and all the prophets he expounded unto them in 

all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  

( Lk 24:27 ) Think of this, we have 

 

Figures of His death in the Pentateuch: 

Feelings of His death in the Psalms: 

Forecasts of His death in the Prophets: 

Facts of His death in the Gospels: 

Fundamentals of His death in the Epistles: 

Fruit of His death in Revelation: 

 

No wonder Sir John Bowring wrote, 

 

In the cross of Christ I glory 

Towering o’er the wrecks of time 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime 

 

(c) GOD’S GLORIOUS HOME: 

 

For when we come to gaze on the wounds that He bears, it 

will be to discover that “ The Lamb is all the glory of 

Emmanuel’s land.” You see, the glory song we are to sing 

is vibrant with the truth of Him that was slain and 

redeemed us to God by His blood. Why even the vast 

chorus of angels, who have no need of redemption, join in 

the song and with a loud voice sing, “ Worthy is the Lamb 

that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom 

and strength and honour and glory and blessing.”  

( Rev 5:12 ) My …. when we see the “ Lamb as it had 

been slain,” then we’ll praise Him as we ought. Now 



 

 

surely if the cross is central in our worship then, in 

eternity, should the cross not be central in our worship 

now in time ? Isn’t it sad that some sections of the 

Christian church have removed from their hymn books all 

hymns relating to the cross, the death of Christ, and His 

precious blood ? Isn’t it sad that some believers don’t feel 

it necessary to remember the Lord’s death till He come ? 

The cross is not central in their worship. My …. is it 

central in your worship ? Do you recognize that the Early 

Church moved in the realm of the Word, the Fellowship, 

the Prayers, and the Cross ? (1) (2) What about, 

 

(3) THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE CROSS 

 

By this I mean that the death of Christ is sufficient to meet 

God’s demands and man’s needs. Why did the Lord Jesus 

die ? Well, 

 

Christ did not die a suicide’s death: ( Is 53:8 ) 

Christ did not die of old age, accident or disease:  

( Jn 10:18 ) 

Christ did not die as a political hero: ( Lk 24:21 ) 

Christ did not die simply as an example: ( Jn 15:13 ) 

Christ did not die as a martyr: ( Acts 7:54-60 ) 

Christ did not die merely to show God’s love: ( Rom 5:8 ) 

Christ did not die because He was a criminal: ( Lk 23:4 ) 

 

What is the death of Christ all about ? What is the nature 

of Christ’s death ? There are many erroneous views 

regarding the death of the Lord Jesus but lets try and set 

forth the Biblical view of His death. 

 

(a) IT WAS PREDETERMINED: 

 

That it was planned or purposed before. Do you recall 

Peter’s words on the Day of Pentecost ? “ Him being 

delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 

of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have crucified 

and slain.” ( Acts 2:23 ) Here we have Divine 

Sovereignty and Human Responsibility merged into one 

statement, but we see here that the cross had its origin in 

eternity. Its source was in God. Indeed the death of Christ 

was in the heart of God before it ever became a fact of 

time. 

 

(b) IT WAS SACRIFICIAL: 

 

That is, an offering for sin. Paul says, “ Purge out 

therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye 

are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is 

sacrificed for us.” ( 1 Cor 5:7 ) You see, Christ hath  

“ appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 

 ( Heb 9:26 ) We will never understand the cross unless 

we understand its relationship to sin. We all know that 

death is universal and death is inevitable. Everyone at one 

point or another asks the question “ Is there life after  

death ?” But no-one has to ask the question, “ Is there 

death after life ?” We know the answer to that question. 

Yet Christ’s death was  different from any and every other 

that has occurred because of its cause. Basically there are 

four ways of dying. There is first of all execution: whether 

lawful or unlawful. There is suicide: there is accidental 

death and there are natural causes. Now that explains the 

how of death, but it does not explain the why of death. 



 

 

The Bible tells us that people die because of their sin. Do 

you recall what God said to Adam ? “ But of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, for 

in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  

( Gen 2:17 ) Well, Adam and Eve did eat and they did die. 

Spiritually, they died immediately, physically they died 

ultimately. We know that ever since, every human being 

has died. The reason ? Because what happened to Adam 

happens to us, because what happened in Adam happens 

in us. Adam became a sinner and you and I were born that 

way. We share his sin and guilt. We are born with the 

seed of death because we are born with the gene of sin. 

Paul says, “ Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the 

world and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, 

for that all have sinned.” ( Rom 5:12 ) You see, all who 

sin die. But Christ was sinless, He should not have died, 

yet He did die. But why ? “ To put away sin by the 

sacrifice of Himself.” ( Heb 9:27 ) Rivers of blood were 

shed throughout the Old Testament economy but “ this 

man after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 

sat down on the right hand of God.” ( Heb 10:12 ) (a) (b) 

 

(c) IT WAS VOLUNTARY: 

 

As a matter of fact did you know that the death of Christ 

is the only voluntary death in the history of the world ? 

Now you may try to argue about people who give their 

lives in rescuing people, or soldiers who were killed in 

war or folk who commit suicide. But the fact of the matter 

is, none of these people choose to die. Some may choose 

to die sooner than later. Suicides may choose the day, the 

time, the place and the method of their death but no-one 

chooses whether they are going to die for “ it is appointed 

unto men once to die.” ( Heb 9:27 ) Death is not an 

option. As someone has said, “ All the world is a hospital 

and every person in it is a terminal patient.” My …. the 

only person who voluntarily chose to die, who did not 

have to die was the Lord Jesus. That’s why He says, 

“ No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself, I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 

again.” ( Jn 10:18 ) Do you know something ? You do not 

have that power. For the Bible says, “ there is no man that 

hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit, neither hath 

he power in the day of death.” ( Eccl 8:8 ) That is, when it 

is time for you to die, you’re going to give up your spirit 

whether you want to or not. But as “ the Prince of life,” 

( Acts 3:15 ) Christ was completely in charge of His life 

and death. Thus, laying down his life as a voluntary 

sacrifice He “ bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.” 

( Jn 19:30 ) Or as the words suggest “ dismissed His 

spirit.”  

 

A Chaplain was going around speaking to soldiers who 

had been wounded in battle. He came upon a soldier who 

was missing his right arm. Trying to comfort the man he 

said, “ Son, I just want you to know that you lost your arm 

fighting in a great cause.” The soldier “ Chaplain, you’re 

wrong. I didn’t lose my arm. I gave it.”  The Lord Jesus 

gave His life voluntarily. 

 

(d) IT WAS SUBSTITUTIONARY: 

 

What do we mean by the “ vicarious,” death of Christ ? 

An Anglican clergyman is called “ a vicar.” The Pope of 



 

 

Rome has been called “ The Vicar of God,” or “ The 

Vicar of Christ.” You see, the word “ vicar,” means 

substitute. But, certainly no-one can be the substitute of 

God or of Christ. Christ, however, became our  

“ substitute,” on the cross. So that when we refer to the  

“ vicarious,” death of Christ we are saying that He died in 

our stead, in our place. As Peter put it, “ Christ also hath 

suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust that He might 

bring us to God.” ( 1 Pet 3:18 ) You see, if death results 

from sin and Christ never sinned, the only explanation for 

His death is this. He died on the behalf on sinners and He 

died in their place. So many have the attitude of the late 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, President of the World 

Council of Churches who said, “ I would rather go to hell 

than go to heaven on the back of another man.” Well, I 

want to say categorically that if you don’t go to heaven on 

the back of Christ, you will surely go to hell. I am 

reminded of the little old lady who was theologically 

ignorant and educationally illiterate but how she loved the 

Lord and His Word.  

 

An infidel asked her one day, “ Can you tell me what it 

feels like to be saved ?” She thought for a moment and 

then said, “ Well, it feels to me as if the Lord stood in my 

shoes, and now I am standing in His.” 

 

(e) IT WAS REDEMPTIVE: 

 

In both the Old and New Testaments, the basic idea set 

forth in the word “ redemption,” is “ to set free by the 

payment of a price.” Release, deliverance and freedom, 

and what a price the Lord Jesus had to pay to secure our 

redemption. Peter reminds us “ Forasmuch as ye know 

that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold …. but with the precious blood of Christ.” 

( 1 Pet 1:18-19 ) My …. here is the price of redemption. 

Christ’s life and the giving up of His life in death.  

( Lev 17:11 ) For only the precious blood of Christ could 

purchase us out of the slave market of sin forever. 

 

(f) IT WAS PROPITIATORY: 

 

John says “ Herein is love not that we loved God, but that 

He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.” ( 1 Jn 4:10 ) Propitiation is the work of Jesus 

Christ on the cross by which He satisfied God’s holiness 

so God could extend mercy to lost sinners. Now if you 

look up the word “ propitiation,” in an English dictionary 

you will find it defined as “ appeasing someone’s anger.” 

Some people have the idea that God the Father is angry at 

lost sinners. Then God the Son comes up and says, “ Now 

Father, please don’t be angry. I will go and die for these 

sinners and this will appease your wrath.” My …. 

nothing could be further from the truth. For remember that 

Jesus Christ and His Father and the Holy Spirit work 

together in this great plan of salvation. It’s not that one 

wants to condemn and the other wants to forgive. No. 

Propitiation means that Christ satisfied the holiness of 

God so that He is able to extend mercy and grace to lost 

sinners. 

 

John Owen the Puritan theologian summarized 

propitiation in four simple statements. 

 



 

 

1. There is an offense to be removed:  

 

Sinners have offended a holy God. 

 

2. There is an offended person to be dealt with, God the 

Father:  

 

You see, simply cannot close his eyes like some doting 

grandfather and say, “ Well, I’ll forget all about it.” 

A holy God has to deal with sin. 

 

3. The person who has offended has to be pardoned: 

 

If he is not pardoned, he is condemned. For all this to 

happen, 

 

4. A sacrifice has to be offered: 

 

So there is an offence to be removed, an offended person 

to be satisfied, an offending person to be pardoned and a 

sacrifice to be made to make this all possible. And when 

Christ died on the cross, His blood turned the throne of 

judgment into a throne of grace, a mercy seat. ( Heb 9:5 ) 

God’s justice has been satisfied and now God can forgive 

our sins and take them from us as far as the east is from 

the west. Is He not a wonderful Saviour ? 

 

(g) IT WAS VICTORIOUS: 

 

1. For His Death wrought Victory over Sin: 

 

For the Bible says, “ the veil of the Temple was rent in 

twain from the top to the bottom.” ( Matt 27:51 ) The road 

into the presence of God that was once blocked and barred 

was now open. 

 

2. For His Death wrought Victory over Death: 

 

For the Bible says, “ and the graves were opened and 

many bodies of the saints which slept arose.”  

( Matt 27:52 ) 

 

3. For His Death wrought Victory over Hell: 

 

For “ the earth did quake and the rocks rent.” 

( Matt 27:51 ) it reminds us of the earthquake of at mount 

Sinai when God came down and gave the law.  

( Ex 19:18 ) But this earthquake did not announce the 

terror of the law. It announced the fulfillment of the law. 

The Lord Jesus died victoriously, conqueror of sin, death 

and hell. Oswald Chambers “ The cross was a superb 

triumph in which the foundations of hell were shaken.” 
It is said that one time Napoleon was in a conference 

room with some of his generals. They were discussing the 

world situation, and the conquests of the great Napoleon. 

On the wall was a map of the world, and the British Isles, 

the one country Napoleon could not conquer was painted 

in red. Napoleon pointed to the British Isles and said,  

“ Had it not been for that red spot I would have 

conquered the world.” I want to tell you today, that Satan 

must point at Calvary and say, “ Had it not been for that 

red spot, I would have conquered the world.” But he did 

not, and he will not because of the “ wondrous cross on 



 

 

which the Saviour died.” (1) (2) (3) Let me close with a 

word of application, 

 

(4) THE RELEVANCY OF THE CROSS 

 

How does the cross relate to me now ? Well, it is, 

 

(a) A MEANS OF SANCTIFICATION: 

 

You see, as far as our salvation is concerned the cross is a 

finished work. However, as far as our sanctification is 

concerned the cross is a continuing experience. Christ 

died for me, that’s substitution. I died with Christ, that’s 

identification. Is that not what Paul says ? “ I am crucified 

with Christ ….,” ( Gal 2:20 ) He says to the Colossian 

believers “ Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ ….,”  

( Col 2:20 ) You see, Christ not only died for us, but we 

died with or in Christ as our representative head. During 

the American Civil War there was a man by the name of 

Geoffrey Wyatt who was drawn by lot to go to the front. 

He had a wife and six children and a young man named 

Richard Pratt offered to go in his place. He was accepted 

and joined the ranks bearing the name and number of 

Geoffrey Wyatt. Before long Pratt was killed in action, 

and the authorities sought again to draft Geoffrey Wyatt 

into service. He protested pleading that he died in the 

person of Richard Pratt. He insisted that the authorities 

consult the records and they did and Wyatt was exempt 

from further service for he had died in the person of his 

representative. 

 

Is this not what happened to us as believers ? When Christ 

died we died, when Christ was buried we were buried, 

when Christ was raised we were raised. Now says Paul 

“ Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 

unto sin ….,” ( Rom 6:11 ) The word “ reckon,” means 

“ consider yourselves.” You see, we have got to keep 

saying to yourselves “ Volume 1 my old life prior to my 

conversion is closed, I am now living in Volume 2.”  

My …. we need to keep reminding ourselves of who we 

are and what we are and when Satan whispers in our ears 

“ Go on sin, God will forgive you,” and we are tempted to 

presume on the grace of God we need to say him in the 

words of Volume 2 “ God forbid Satan, I died to sin. How 

can I live in it ? Volume is closed, I am now living in 

Volume 2.” (a) 

 

(b) A MOTIVE FOR CONSECRATION: 

 

Paul says, “ I beseech you therefore brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God which is your 

reasonable service.” ( Rom 12:1 ) Do you find this matter 

of consecration difficult ? Are you like me, willing for 

some things, but unwilling for others ? What we need is to 

get back to Calvary and as we mediate on the cross we 

shall be motivated from the cross. Do you recall C.T. 

Stud’s famous words, “ If Jesus Christ be God and died 

for me, then can no sacrifice can be too great for me to 

make for Him.” 

 

(c) A MESSAGE FOR PROCLAMATION: 

 



 

 

For one cannot read the epistles of Paul without realizing 

how he reveled in the preaching of the cross. To him this 

was the pre-eminent message to proclaim to a lost and 

dying world. So he declares to the Corinthians “ We 

preach Christ crucified,” ( 1 Cor 1:23 ) and reminding 

them of his first visit among them he says, “ I determined 

not to know any thing among you save Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified.” ( 1 Cor 2:2 ) I wonder, could the spiritual 

impoverishment of modern day preaching be traced to the 

bloodless gospel being proclaimed ? Christian, do you 

make much of the cross in your singing ? Do you make 

much of the blood in your testifying ? Do you extol 

Calvary in your preaching ? There was an old Professor in 

Princeton seminary when Princeton College, the great 

school of Presbyterianism in the United States was a 

bulwark for truth. When the students graduated, the old 

Professor used to stand at his desk and say, “ Young man, 

make much of the blood of Christ in your ministry, 

preach up the blood.” May God help us to preach up the 

blood in this church, for we believe in the precious blood. 

 

(d) A MATTER FOR ADORATION: 

 

Turn with me to the Book of Revelation, and notice a 

number of references to Christ’s death, indicated by the 

word “ blood.”  

 

1. ( 1:4-6 ) We see the Value of His Blood: You see, 

adoration and praise ascend to the Saviour because He  

“ loved us, loosed us, and lifted us.” 

 

2. ( 5:9 ) We see the Virtue of His Blood: We have been 

redeemed to God out of a variety of situations. 

 

3. ( 7:14 ) We see the Victory of His Blood: For “ these 

are they which came out of great tribulation and have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.” ( 7:14 ) 

 

4. ( 12:11 ) We see the Vigilance of His Blood: where the 

saints in that day will overcame “ him by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony.”  

 

5. ( 19:13 ) We see the Vesture dipped in Blood: for even 

in the moment of His universal acknowledgment as King 

of Kings and Lord of Lords, His vesture dipped in blood 

will signify the measureless effects of Calvary. 

 

John uses the word “ lamb,” many times in Revelation. It 

signifies “ a young lamb.” In ( Ch 5 ) he describes the 

Lord Jesus as “ a Lamb as it had been slain.” In heaven 

the marks of our Lord’s death are still there, imprinted in 

His resurrected body for all eternity. My …. what Thomas 

saw in the Upper Room, what John looked upon in 

heaven, we too shall see in glory for we’ll never forget 

Calvary. 

 

I shall know Him, I shall know Him 

As redeemed by His side I shall stand 

I shall know Him, I shall know Him 

By the prints of the nails in His hands 

 

Hallelujah, what a Saviour. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


