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YOU CAN RUN BUT YOU CAN’T HIDE 

Reading: Jonah 4:1-11 

4. RUNNING AGAINST GOD 

When Oliver Cromwell sat for the official portrait that 
would portray his appearance to future generations, he 
was said to have instructed the artist to paint him just as 
he saw him. He wanted no flattery to be involved in the 
painting. Cromwell had some disfiguring warts on his face 
but he told the artist, ‘ paint me warts and all.’ Since that 
time the phrase, ‘ warts and all,’  has been used around 
the world expressing the desire to give a true 
representation, to show all the defects as well as the good 
points. Now Jonah concludes the book that bears his name 
by showing us a picture of himself ‘ warts and all.’ Now I 
think if we had written this book we would have been 
tempted to stop at the end of chapter 3. For that chapter 
concludes with great revival in the city of Nineveh.  

If this book had ended at the last verse of chapter 3, 
history would have portrayed Jonah as the greatest of the 
prophets. After all, preaching one message that motivated 
thousands of people to repent and turn to God was no 
mean accomplishment. But the Lord doesn’t look on the 
outward things; He looks at the heart ( 1 Sam 16:7 ) and 
weighs the motives ( 1 Cor 4:5 ) That’s why chapter 4 was 
included in the book, for it reveals ‘ the thoughts and 
intents,’ of Jonah’s heart and exposes his sins. Now if in  

Chapter 1, Jonah is like the Prodigal Son, insisting on 
doing his own thing and going his own way ( Lk 15:11 ) 
then in Chapter 4, he’s like the Prodigal’s Elder Brother
critical, selfish, sullen, angry, and unhappy with what was 
going on. Matthew Henry the great commentator says, ‘ In 
Chapter 1 Jonah is flying from the face of the Lord . In 
Chapter 4 Jonah is flying in the face of the Lord.’ You see, 
it isn’t enough for us as the servants of the Lord simply to 
do our Master’s will, we must do ‘ the will of God from 
the heart,’ ( Eph 6:6 ) The heart of every problem is the 
problem of the heart, and that’s where Jonah’s problems 
were to be found. I mean can you believe this ? One 
sentence and Nineveh was brought to its knees. Here is a 
city in revival blessing ‘ But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he was very angry.’ ( 4:1 )  

Now I have met believers who would give their right arms 
to see what Jonah saw in Nineveh, to be what Jonah was 
in Nineveh. An instrument of awakening, in the hands of 
God, a channel of blessing to others. But instead of 
praising Jonah is pouting. Instead of singing Jonah is 
sulking. Instead of rejoicing, Jonah is resenting. Jonah is 
angry because his prophecy was not vindicated. He is 
angry because God did not destroy Nineveh. ( 4:2 ) And in 
his anger he prays, ‘ Lord take my life from me.’ ( 4:3 )  
Great revival and glory came, but Jonah does not end the 
book there. He adds this last chapter to show us himself  
‘ warts and all.’ Can you see here, 

(1)AN ANGER TO GOD 

Now Geographically Jonah was outside Nineveh, 



Chronologically he was in days of revival, but Spiritually
he was almost back to square one again. ‘ But it 
displeased Jonah exceedingly and he was very angry.’ 
( 4:1 ) With whom was he very angry ? Sad, to say it was 
with Jehovah Himself. Why was he so displeased and 
angry ? Because God had not destroyed the city of 
Nineveh, because his reputation as a prophet was ruined, 
he had foretold imminent doom and doom had not come. 
Because the Lord had shown mercy to repenting sinners. 
Isn’t this extraordinary ? When God’s anger Stopped,
Jonah’s anger Started.  The word ‘ angry,’ here means ‘ to 
burn with anger.’ Jonah was burning with anger. He was 
fuming. Is this not one of the first things that resentment 
does ? It destroys our joy, our peace. The evidence that 
one is really filled with the Spirit of God is this, ‘ love, 
joy, peace.’ ( Gal 5:22 ) My .... Jonah’s wart was a spirit of 
resentment and anger. He could not stand the fact that the 
Ninevites had received the blessing of God and so he went 
outside the city, sat down, his heart filled with bitterness, 
and prayed ‘ Lord take my life from me.’ 

Now who does Jonah remind you off ? He reminds me so 
much of the elder brother in Luke ( Ch 15 ) of whom we 
read, ‘ he was angry and would not go in.’ ( Lk 15:28 ) 
Angry with whom ? With his father ? Angry why ? 
Because his prodigal brother was receiving so much 
attention. Do you know believers today who have the 
same attitude toward their Heavenly Father ? Do you 
know Christians today who are angry at God because God 
appears to favour some other believer over them. Pastors, 
evangelists, missionaries, who are angry with God 
because some other worker is seeing blessing. Christians 

who are angry with God because their fellow-believer is 
prospering ? My .... like Jonah are you plagued with 
resentment, anger, and bitterness ? Faber says, ‘ losing our 
temper with God is a more common thing in the spiritual 
life than many suppose.’ My .... are you angry with God ? 
Are you bitter with the Lord because of the way things 
have transpired ? Because of the way circumstances have 
turned out ? Robert Murray McCheyne said on one 
occasion ‘ I find in my heart the seeds of every known 
sin.’ I wonder did you notice the contrast between God’s 
response to Nineveh’s repentance and Jonah’s response to 
it. When God saw what the city of Nineveh did he had 
compassion. ( 3:10 4:2 ) When Jonah saw what God did 
he had resentment ( 4:1 ) In ( 4:1 ) there is brought before 
something of the character of Jonah, ‘ very angry,’ in  
( 4:2 ) there is brought before something of the character 
of God, ‘ slow to anger.’ Now why was Jonah so upset 
about God having compassion on the Ninevites ? Why 
was he angry ? Well, I think we can say that this turn of 
events meant two things for Jonah. It meant, 

(a) Sacrificing HIS PRESTIGE as a PROPHET:

Jonah was saying, ‘ if I can’t have my way, I don't want to 
live.’ He was down in the dumps. His pride was hurt 
because he felt that his ministry had been discredited. 
Now do you recall what Moses wrote about a prophet ? 
Moses said ‘ When a prophet speaketh in the name of the 
Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the 
thing which the Lord hath not spoken.’ ( Deut 18:22 ) 
Jonah had spoken in the name of the Lord. He had cried,  
‘ Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown.’ ( 3:4 ) 



And now we see him sitting, half-hoping Nineveh will fall 
so he can say, ‘ I told you so.’ But now that God had 
spared Nineveh his reputation as a prophet was ruined. He 
would be branded as false prophet, his ministry would be 
discredited and Jonah is angry. My …. what Jonah 
wanted was to go to the edge of the city and watch 
Nineveh burn, and perhaps one or two would come along 
and say, ‘ well, Jonah you were right,’ and Jonah would 
say, ‘ yes I told you so.’ But it did not happen and Jonah 
was angry. He thought to himself, ‘ what of my reputation 
as a prophet in Israel ? What of my reputation in Nineveh 
? My reputation is in ruins.’ Jonah was concerned about 
his reputation, not only before the Ninevites, but before 
the Jews back home. Incidentally what concerns you more 
? Reputation or character ? Reputation is what people 
think we are, character is what God knows we are. 
Evangelist D.L. Moody once said that character was  
‘ what a man is in the dark.’ My .... the question that 
confronted Jonah is the question that confronts us. 

Are you willing to die to your own reputation, your own 
prestige ? Do you desire the glory of the Lord more than 
the glory of self ? My .... what is it that motivates you in 
Christian service ? His glory or your glory ? For there are 
some believers who are not happy unless they are in ‘ the 
big picture,’ Are you like your Master of whom it was 
said, ‘ He made Himself of no reputation.’ ( Phil 2:6 ) 
Think of what Christ sacrificed, His splendour, His Glory, 
the worship of adoring hosts. What about you ? Are you 
dying to self ? Why was Jonah angry ? Well, this turn of 
events meant (a) and, 

(b) Sacrificing His PREJUDICE as a PATRIOT:

Jonah loved his country didn’t he ? Did you notice how he 
speaks of it in ( 4:2 ) ‘ my country,’ or ‘ my homeland.’ 
You see, Jonah was thoroughly a Jew and the very idea 
that the Gentile nations, especially wicked Nineveh were 
to experience the saving grace of God was repugnant to 
him. ( 4:2-3 ) Now that God had speared Nineveh, He 
could use Nineveh as His instrument to chasten Israel. 
Poor Jonah. At that exact moment he could see nothing 
but one thing. The sparing of the heathen city meant the 
destruction of his people, the repentance of the Gentiles 
was the ruin of the Jews. And Jonah loved his country so 
well that he let it come before his love for the Lord. Can 
you hear him complaining to God ? ‘ I knew it,’ he says in 
effect ‘ I knew it all the time. That’s why I ran away. I told 
you so right from the start. I knew that thou art a gracious 
God and merciful.’ I don’t know about you, but the more I 
travel in this world the more I love to come home to 
this ‘ wee province,’ of ours. God has blessed us, in so 
many ways. 

The problem arises however, when we view another land, 
another country, another people, as not being the proper 
recipients of the grace of God. Then we cease to reflect 
the heart of Christ. I wonder are their prejudices we need 
to sacrifice ? Can we rejoice when God is blessing  
others ? When God moves in power in another land, 
another church, another denomination or another circle 
other than yours ? Do you rejoice ? I heard the story of 
two churches in one of the Southern States of America. 
One of the churches was a Baptist and the other was a 



Methodist and they were just across the street from each 
other. But they were really rivals. They had argued with 
each other for years, the Baptists claiming, ‘ once saved 
always saved,’ the Methodists replying, ‘ you can lose 
your salvation after you get it.’ Well, both of these 
churches would run what they call ‘ Revivals.’ A twelve  
day series of meetings and it happened that the Methodist 
Church and the Baptist Church had ‘ Revivals,’ going on 
at the same time. After both series of meetings were over 
one Baptist was heard to say, ‘ well, we didn't have much 
of a Revival, but thank God the Methodists didn’t have 
much of a Revival either.’ Can you identify that with that 
prejudice ? Are we envious when God blesses others ? Or 
do we rejoice wherever and whenever God chooses to 
bless ? (1) 

(2)AN ANSWER FROM GOD 

Indeed ( Ch 4 ) is all about our wonderful God. Have you 
noticed that each chapter of the book of Jonah has 
something great in it ? Chapter 1 is all about the Great 
Storm: Chapter 2 is all about the Great Fish: Chapter 3 is 
all about the Great City: and Chapter 4 is all about the 
Great God. Now how does this great God respond to 
Jonah’s anger ? With a question, with a gourd and with a 
worm ? Notice, 

(a)The Question: That’s the Patience of God: 

Now you have heard of the patience of Job, but have you 
ever heard of the patience of God ? Its something we 
overlook. But in ( Rom 15:15 ) Paul describes God as  

‘ the God of patience.’ ( Rom 15:5 )  What a lovely 
quality. ( Rev 1:9 ) Now remember the situation ! When 
God saw what the Ninevites did God had compassion.  
( 3:10, 4:2 ) When Jonah saw what God did he was 
displeased. ( 4:1 )  God however, was as patient with 
Jonah as He was with Nineveh. ‘ Doest thou well to be 
angry ?’ ( 4:4 ) What wonderful proof that God is, as 
Jonah had described Him ‘ gracious …. and merciful, 
slow to anger.’ ( 4:2 ) Here is the Divine parent dealing 
with his angry, bitter, sulking child. You see, God did not 
condone Jonah, nor did he condemn Jonah, rather He 
understood Jonah. God said, ‘ do you do well to be angry 
?’ In fact the Hebrew can be translated ‘ you are angry 
aren't you ?’ This is a concerned attitude. Maybe the best 
way a parent can react when a child is angry is to say,  
‘ you're angry aren’t you ?’ This shows that you do 
understand. Now do you see the masterly way God dealt 
with Jonah ?  

This is God’s patience. Warren Wiersbe says ‘ It took God 
longer to prepare His servant and get him to obey His will 
than it did for the entire godless city of Nineveh to repent.’
Things have not changed much have they ? It takes God 
longer to get believers right than it does for to get sinners 
to repent. How patient God was with Jonah and how 
patient God is with us. My .... how many times have you 
questioned the Lord ? His purposes ? His ways ? His 
providence’s ? How many times have you quarrelled and   
been angry with God ? But the Lord has listened to you 
and understood you ! Do you recall Martha and Mary one 
after another coming to the Lord Jesus blaming Him for 
their brother Lazarus's death ? ‘ Lord if Thou hadst been 



here, my brother had not died.’ ( Jn 11:32 ) ‘ Lord You 
could have been here but you were not ?’ They were 
angry. They felt that the Lord had let them down ! Is that 
how you feel this am ?  What did the Lord Jesus do ? He 
wept. They wept. Jesus wept. You see, He does 
understand. My .... do you feel that no-one cares, knows 
or understands ? Do you feel that no-one will weep with 
you  ? So you go on hurting inside. Listen, the Saviour 
cares and understands. ‘ Standing somewhere in the 
shadows,’ (a) 

(b)The Gourd: That’s the Provision of God: 

Do you see Jonah now ? Do you see him as he goes 
outside the city gathers together a few twigs and branches, 
makes himself a little tent to protect himself from the 
bright rays of the sun ? The Lord see’s the situation and 
has compassion on him for we read in ( 4:6 ) Well, what 
was a gourd ? Well, it was not something you got from the 
doctor ? Some translators refer to it as a vine. Some think 
it was a castor-oil plant. Certainly Jonah needed a good 
dose of castor oil. It was probably a fast-growing 
perennial plant which reached a height of some 8-10 feet ! 
It looked something like a palm tree with large leaves. 
And it was sent to Jonah with a kind design. ( 4:6 )  
Someone has said that this was God’s way of cooling 
down his hot-headed servant. How gracious of God to do 
this. Sure, Jonah was a in a foul mood but God gave him 
comfort. Can you imagine Jonah waking one morning and 
seeing this beautiful palm like plant ? Can you hear him 
saying, ‘ well this is more like it, I knew the Lord was with 
me after all.’ You see, Jonah took the gourd as a sign that 

God was with him, but the plant was meant only as a 
temporary measure to comfort him. My .... what is your 
gourd ? In what do you trust and find joy ? What makes 
you very happy ? What blessings are you tempted to place 
above the Divine Blessor ? What is the thing from which 
you derive comfort ? Maybe it’s an unusual extra-ordinary 
answer to prayer ? Perhaps it’s been victory over some 
peculiar temptation ? ( Heb 10:23 ) Is your gourd some 
Christian who encourages and strengthens you ? Maybe 
you’re at a stage in Christian experience when the fruit of 
the Spirit seems to flow endlessly out of your life and 
you’re very happy ? Like Jonah are you glad of the  
gourd ? God gives us gourds for our comfort, but they are 
only temporary, for notice here not only (a) (b) but notice, 

(c) The Worm: That’s the Purpose of God: 

For look if you will at ( 4:7-9 ) Why did God sent the 
worm ? Because He wanted to teach Jonah to rest in Him 
alone. My .... we must be careful if God makes a gourd for 
us that we don't make too much of it. For what will you 
do when the gourd disappears ? What happens when you 
don’t sense God's presence ? When you don’t have that 
victory ? That answer to prayer ? Those Christian friends 
to encourage you ? What will you do when the gourd is 
gone ? Fall. Go down. Become depressed. Like Jonah say, 
‘ it is better for me to die than to live.’ ( 4:8 ) You see, 
God wants us to rejoice not so much in the Gourd but in 
God. ( 4:6,9,10, )  Our assurance is to be the Word of God, 
the Truth of God, the Christ of God. ( 1 Pet 1:23  
Heb 1:11-12 ) Our ground of comfort must not be the 
Changing Circumstances but the Unchanging God. Then 



we can sing, ‘ When darkness seems to veil His face,’  
I must trust the Lord when I don’t sense His presence: 
when my prayers go unanswered, when my loved ones 
remain unmoved and unsaved. Now earlier the Lord had 
said to Jonah, ‘ do you do well to be angry ?’ Now God 
probes a little deeper, ‘ do you do well to be angry about 
the gourd ?’ ( 4:9 ) Jeannette George was the lady who 
played Corrie Ten Boom in the film, ‘ The Hiding Place.’ 
She tells about wonderful times of fellowship she had 
with Corrie before her death. Corrie Ten Boom along with 
her father and her sister Betsy hid Jews from the Nazis in 
their clock shop in Holland. They were discovered and 
sent to a Nazi concentration camp. Horrible suffering 
followed which resulted in Corrie’s heart hardening 
toward God and a spirit of bitterness and resentment 
filling her life. Through it all Betsy spread the love of the 
Lord throughout the camp by her countenance and her 
conversation.  

Betsy died in that Nazi camp and Corrie heard the Lord 
ask her, ‘ do you have a right to be angry about the  
gourd ?’ Upon her release she picked up where Betsy had 
left off. Corrie Ten Boom is in heaven today but she left 
us, ‘ The Hiding Place,’ and many other books telling of 
God’s patience, God’s protection and God’s pardon in her 
life. I wonder is God saying to you this .... do you have a 
right to be angry about the gourd ? Thank God, for the 
gourd, but thank God for the worm also for God sends the 
worm when He sees that we are taken up with the 
Blessings instead of the Blessor, the Gourd instead of 
God, the Lesser instead of the Greater. (1) (2) 

(3)  AN APPEAL BY GOD 

An appeal from the Lord that was quite unanswerable. Do 
you see it ( 4:10-11 ) ? Jonah had been all wrong, but he 
knows it at last. He is silent and humbled before God, he 
understands the objects lessons now. Did Jonah get rid of 
his prejudice, his bias ? Did Jonah really learn his lesson ? 
Well, he wrote this book didn’t he ? And in writing this 
book he laid himself bare and in telling the story he let 
God have the last word. You see, Jonah now saw what 
was,  

(a) OBNOXIOUS IN THE EYES OF GOD: 

What is obnoxious in the eyes of God ? Believers who put 
Things before People. Is this not exactly what Jonah had 
done ? Do you see how God reasons with him ? The Lord 
begins to reason with him from the Lesser to the Greater. 
God says, ( 4:9-11 ) What a stark contrast between Jonah 
and God. Jonah was concerned about a Plant, God was 
concerned about a People. ( Nineveh ) Jonah was 
concerned over something for which he had not laboured.
God was concerned over His Creation. Jonah was 
concerned about something which is Temporal ( night ) 
God was concerned about souls which are Eternal.
( 2 Cor 4:18 Matt 25:46 ) My .... the truth was Jonah 
seemed to care more about Plants than about People. 
My .... what makes you happy ? We can tell a lot about 
people by noticing what makes them happy and what 
makes them sad. Some Christians rejoice superficially, 
when others are saved, but they rejoice greatly when their 
own personal needs are met. Jonah was very happy about 



his vine, earlier he was very angry about revival. Could 
the same be said of you, of me ? Do we care more about 
the items in our gardens, the produce in our fields, the 
contents in our homes, the stock in our business, the 
money in our account than we do about never-dying souls 
and the spread of the gospel to them ? Is it really true that 
our loved ones can down to the pit of hell for all we care ? 
Provided the worms do not get into our gourds or 
anything happens to disturb our comfort. Jonah 
discovered what was (a) and Jonah discovered what was, 

(b) PRECIOUS IN THE EYES OF GOD: 

The psalmist said, ‘ precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints,’ ( Ps 116:15 ) We may safely conclude 
from this closing verse in Jonah that ‘ precious in the eyes 
of the Lord are the souls of His creatures,’ Listen, 
precious in the eyes of the Lord are, 

 Souls:  God said, ‘ Should not I not Nineveh ?’ ( 4:11 ) 
What a pitiful spectacle Jonah presented. Yet are there not 
some of us so like him ? Christians who get more upset 
over a shrub in their garden, a scratch on their car: than 
over the doom of millions of people, including their own 
kith and kin who are heading for a lost eternity. My .... 
like the Lord do you have a concern for the lost ? Does 
that concern motivate you to pray ? Are you excited about 
the possibilities of the gospel ? 

Souls in Great Cities: ‘ Should I not spare Nineveh, that 
great city.’ ( 4:11 ) It is estimated that Nineveh’s 
population was over 1,000,000. Is God stirring your heart 

about some great city ? In the late 1980’s God stirred my 
heart about the ‘ the city of Belfast.’ I was ministering in 
Carryduff and wrestling with a call I had received from 
Ballykeel Baptist. God spoke to me clearly from this very 
book of Jonah and it was not about the ‘ country,’ it was 
about the ‘ city,’ and the Lord called me to the ‘ city,’
before I ever had the first approach from the Iron Hall. Is 
God exercising about some ‘ great city ?’ The world 
population is exploding and the Lord is saying, ‘ whom 
shall I send and who will go for us ?’  ( Is 6:8 ) My .... are 
you available to Him ? Can you say, ‘ here am I ….,’

Souls in great cities that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand. Little children too young 
to know the difference between right and wrong. My .... if 
you are engaged in evangelising the children remember 
it’s a work that is very close to the heart of God. For, ‘
Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the 
world.’ ( Matt 19:14 ) And God has pity not only on 
Cities, and on Children, but on Cattle for the cattle on a 
thousand hills are His. ( Ps 136:25 ) Martin Luther once 
said, ‘ if I had been God I would have kicked the whole 
rotten world to pieces long ago.’ We probably would have 
done the same but how compassionate is our God. ‘
Should I not spare Nineveh ?’ ( 4:11 ) How compassionate 
is our Saviour ? ‘ And when He was come near, He beheld 
the city, and wept over it.’ ( Lk 19:41 ) My .... have you 
the mind of Christ ? Have you the concern of Christ ? Will 
you seek to labour for Christ in your Nineveh that on that 
future day, you might be able to say, ‘ Lord here am I and 
the children that you have given me.’ 




