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Reading: Revelation 20:1-10 

 

“ EXPLORING THE FUTURE, ” 

 

27. WILL THERE EVER BE PEACE ON EARTH ? 

 

 

During the USA Civil War a delegation from the deep South called on 

President Lincoln and spread out before him on the table a map of the 

United States across which a line had been drawn. “ South of that line,” 

the spokesman told him, “ it will be right for people to have slaves, north 

of that line it will be illegal.” Abraham Lincoln had a hugh hand. So 

disregarding the arbitrary line, he laid his hand broadly on the map 

covering it completely. Then he said, “ I claim it all in the name of 

freedom.” In the Millennium the nail - pierced palm of the true Messiah 

will be placed on this planet. And Christ will claim the whole world in the 

name of a freedom hitherto unknown, For 1,000 years our Lord will reign 

on this earth which once rejected Him. Only a few hundred yards from 

where He wore a crown of thorns He will wear a crown of glory. 

 

Six times in the first seven verses of ( Rev Ch 20 ) John mentions the 

thousand year period. Bible scholars refer to this as the “ Millennium,” a 

Latin word that comes from the words “ Melli,” which means thousand, 

and  

“ annum,” which means year. The millennial kingdom is called by many 

names  in Scripture. In ( Matt 19:28 ) the Lord Jesus calls it “ the 

regeneration,” while  

( Acts 3:19 ) describes the kingdom as “ times of refreshing.” Now 

disagreement among Bible scholars revolves around this phrase “ a 

thousand years.” Three schools of eschatology or prophecy have taken 

their positions in this battleground. They are (1) Postmillennialism (2) 

Amillennialism (3) Premillennialism. Let's look at each of them for a 

moment. 

 

(1) POSTMILLENNIALISM SOCIALIZES THE MILLENNIUM: 

 

This theory say's that through the preaching of the gospel the world will 

eventually embrace Christianity and become a universal “ society of 

saints.” At this point Christ would return and reign over man's peaceful 

planet. So, though Postmillennialist's believe in a literal thousand year 

reign, their position is false for the Bible clearly teaches that the world 



situation will become worse and worse prior to Christ's second advent. 

( 1 Tim 4:1-2 2 Tim 3:1-5 ) Now the postmillennial position was 

popularised by a Unitarian minister named Daniel Whitby ( 1638 - 1726 ) 

and it flourished until the early part of the 20th century. Then came World 

War 1 and men began to wonder. Then came Hitler's gas ovens in World 

War 2 and today postmillennialists are hard to find. (1) 

 

 

(2) AMILLENNIALISM ALLEGORIZES THE MILLENNIUM: 

 

Amillennialism literally means “ no millennium,” that is no literal 

kingdom. They read a passage like ( 20:2) and say “ It is not to be taken 

literally.” In other words,  

“ a thousand years,” doesn't mean 1,000 years. It is some sort of allegory 

or God's way of saying that the devil has already been chained. My .... if 

Satan is chained today it must be with a terribly long chain, presumably 

25,000 miles long since he is still prowling about the planet. If Satan is 

tied up, why does Peter warn us “ to be sober, be vigilant: because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he 

may devour.” ( 1 Pet 5:7) Amillennialists believe that Satan is chained. 

And when you talk to them of Christ's Coming Kingdom, they will 

explain they don't believe in that either. They say that the N.T. church 

inherits all the spiritual promises and prophecies of O.T. Israel. That 

means that God has finished with the Jews as a chosen race, and all the 

territorial promises made by God to the Patriarchs are fulfilled in the 

church. 

 

They tell us that the binding of Satan began with the earthly ministry of 

Christ, the devil is now on a chain, the resurrection is regeneration and we 

are now going through the Millennium ! Let me quote from Anthony 

Hoekema “ As far as the thousand years of Revelation 20 are concerned, 

we are in the millennium now.” 

I heard the story about two believers in Jamacia one coloured and one 

white. The white man was defending Amillennialism and the coloured 

man was opposing it. As the debate continued reference was made to a 

petition in the Lord’s Prayer recorded by Matthew, “ Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” ( Matt 6:10 ) “ Do you really 

mean to tell me,” said the coloured believer, “ that conditions being what 

they presently are in this island, God’s will is being done here as it is in 

heaven.” The other man had no answer. Amillennialism tells us that we 

are now going through the Millennium whereas many of us feel that we 

are now going through the mill. So (1) (2) 

 



 

(3) PREMILLENNIALISM ACTUALIZES THE MILLENNIUM: 

 

A “ pre - millennialist,” believes that Jesus Christ will come back before 

we have a Millennium and will personally and literally rule during this 

glorious thousand year reign. This is the position we hold to be Scriptural 

and is the oldest of these three views ! Indeed for the first century and a 

half after the close of the New Testament era, the church was largely 

premillennial. Among the church fathers of that period who believed in a 

literal thousand year earthly Millennium were Papias  

( a disciple of the apostle John ) Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, and Tertullian. 

Then premillennalism was challenged by the members of the Alexandrian 

school most notably Origin who advocated an allegorical approach to 

interpreting Scripture. Then came Augustine, and this ensured that 

Amillennialism would dominate the church for centuries. Amillennialism 

was the view of the Reformers, and today most scholars in the Reformed 

tradition are amillennialists. 

 

But if you take the Bible literally premillennialism is the most obvious 

view. Now what have all these views got to do with ( Ch 20 ) ? A great 

deal ! For with so many interpretations of this chapter the task of 

expounding it becomes more complicated. However, I think we will be 

greatly helped in our study of this chapter if we mark one phrase ! “ And I 

saw.” ( 20:1 ) Look at its repetition. 

( 19:11, 17, 19, 20:1, 4, 11, 12, ) Now that phrase marks the chronological 

sequence of events in ( Ch 19 & 20 ) Thus the return of Christ, and the 

conquest of the beast and the false prophet serve as the introduction to the 

millennium ! So if the chronological order in this section is followed ( 

20:7) then the millennial kingdom follows the Second Advent as 

described in ( 19:11-16 ). Now having give you that by way of 

background lets get down to the chapter. 

 

(1) THE REMOVAL OF SATAN 

 

Look at ( 20:1-3 ) Now according to this the angel is empowered for six 

functions. (1) To lay hold on the dragon (2) To bind him for 1000 years 

(3) To cast him into the abyss (4) To shut him up that is, to use the key 

which will lock up the abyss (5) To set a seal upon Satan which will 

render him inactive in his work of deceiving the nations (6) To lose him 

after the thousand years. Now think of it a world without a devil. What a 

contrast that will be to the world of the Great Tribulation when the 

Satanic Trinity .... the Dragon: the Antichrist: and the False Prophet will 

be having a Beastly Bonanza. But now in order that righteousness and 



peace will rule on the earth this evil one must be removed.  

 

Did you notice how John describes him ? He refers to him as “ the 

dragon,” for he is the DEVOURER: Peter says, “ the devil as a roaring 

lion walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” ( 1 Pet 5:7 ) He refers 

to him as “ that old serpent,” for he is the TEMPTER: Is this not how he 

appeared before Eve ? ( Gen 2:4) He refers to him as “ the devil,” for he 

is the ACCUSER: 

He is the accuser of the brethren ( 12:10) He refers to him as “ Satan,” 

for he is the RESISTER: Do you recall Paul’s words to the church at 

Thessalonica, “ Wherefore we would have come unto you, .... but Satan 

hindered us.” ( 1 Thes 2:18 ) My .... do you see who is going to be bound 

? The Devil and he is the Devourer, the Tempter, the Accuser, the 

Resister. (1) Now notice here: 

 

(a) THE PERIOD WHEN SATAN IS BOUND: 

 

“ And I saw an angel come down from heaven.” ( 20:1 ) Now we have 

already noted the repetition of this phrase 

“ And I saw.”  It begins in ( Ch 19 ) and continues right on to ( Ch 22 ) 

And it denotes a clearly chronological sequence of events and helps 

establish the fact that the Millennium will be an actual historical period 

taking its place in a tightly forged chain of happenings. My .... the devil is 

chained for the duration of the Millennium. Look at ( 20:7 ) Generation 

after generation is born, and the earth flourishes as it did in Eden before 

the Serpent seduced mankind. For a 1,000 years the Devourer, the 

Tempter, the Accuser, the Resister, is bound and for a 1,000 years there is 

Heaven on earth. A 1000 years. That is the period of it. There can be no 

mistake for God writes it down again and again, its a whole Millennium 

of time. (a) 

 

(b) THE PLACE WHERE SATAN IS BOUND: 

 

Look at ( 20:3 ) Now this phrase “ the bottomless pit,” is an interesting 

one. We have met it before in the Book of Revelation, indeed it appears 

seven times in this book. 

( 9:1, 2, 11, 11:7 17:8 20:1, 3 ) It literally means “ the pit of the abyss.” 

Luke makes it clear that this is the home or abode of demons ( Lk 8:31) 

Now this is not their final place of punishment, the lake of fire is. ( Matt 

25:41 ) Nevertheless it is a place of torment to which the demons fear to 

be sent. Do you recall that in  

( Ch 9 ) Satan was given the authority to open the abyss where these 

demons are and liberate them ? ( 9:2 ) But now the angel throws Satan 



into the abyss, then locks and seals the door. This clearly indicates that 

Satan is totally removed from the earth for a thousand years.  

( Is 24:21-22 ) (a) (b) But notice: 

 

(c) THE PURPOSE WHY SATAN IS BOUND: 

 

“ That he should deceive the nations no more.” ( 20:3 ) 

My .... here is God's final answer to the puny excuses of man as to the 

cause of evil in this world. One sociologist insists that the reason for our 

ills is environmental. Another tells us that its educational, but God says its 

Diabolical. From the very beginning of man's history the existence of a 

personal enemy of God and man is in evidence. That enemy is referred to 

first as “ the serpent.” ( Gen 3:1) and finally as “ the dragon, that old 

serpent, which is the devil and Satan.” ( 20:2) And my .... between 

Genesis and Revelation there are repeated references to his nature and 

evil practices. The Lord Jesus said that he is a murderer and liar. ( Jn 

8:44) 

But notice why he has to be bound during the Millennium ! “ That he 

should deceive the nations no more.” 

 

Today, the lies of Satan hold the nations spellbound. The world is 

captivated by drugs, by the wrongful use of sexuality, by the lust for 

power, by the lust for money, by the lust for status and fame. And these 

lies have been whispered into human ears from unseen powers since the 

first man and the first woman walked the earth. My .... the record of 

human history is a record of the deceitfulness of Satan, but there's a day 

coming when he will be bound. Now he's not bound now, as much as the 

amillennialists and the devil himself would like us to believe. What about 

the mounting evil in the world ? What about the growing apostasy in the 

church ? What about the increasing opposition to the Christian ? My .... 

the devil is alive and well on planet earth ( 1 Pet 5:8 ) But there's a day 

coming when he will be shut up for a thousand years ! Thank God, there 

will be (1) 

 

(2) THE REIGN OF THE LORD 

 

Look at that little phrase at the end of ( 20:4 ) “ And they lived and 

reigned with Christ a thousand years.” Now is this a literal kingdom on 

earth or should these verses be “ spiritualised,” and applied to the church 

today ? I want to try and answer that question by first of all noting: 

 

(a) THE PROMISE OF THIS REIGN: 

 



Look at the testimony of Daniel. ( Dan 2:44 ) Now remember that Daniel 

( Ch 2 ) records the mysterious dream that Nebuchadnezzar, King of 

Babylon had. He saw a panoramic view of Gentile World Power from the 

days of the Babylonian Empire until the final days of Gentile Power and 

to the time when the Lord Jesus will establish his kingdom on earth. Now 

this metallic image had 4 metals of diminishing value. The gold 

represented the Kingdom of Babylon: ( 2:38 ) the silver represented the 

kingdom of Medo-Persia, ( 2:39 ) the brass represented ( 2:39 ) the iron 

represented the kingdom of Rome.( 2:40-41 ) Thus Daniel disclosed that 

in the whole history of the world there would be four and only four world 

empires. The Babylonian, Medo-Persia, Grecian and Roman. 

  

But look at ( Dan 2:44 ) What kings ? The ten toes of the image for these 

10 toes are symbolic of 10 kings.  

( Rev 17:12 ) So evidently the Roman Empire is to be revived. Indeed 

what we have in ( Dan Ch 2 ) may be foreshadowed in the EEC. But look 

at ( Dan 2:44 ) again, “ In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 

set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed.” My .... this is the 

promise of Christ's reign. Now let me ask a question, were these other 

kingdoms mentioned in this chapter literal ? Were they ? Why yes ? Will 

this kingdom that God is going to set up will be literal also. 

 

Look at the testimony of Luke: ( Lk 1:31-33 )  What a revelation we have 

here of the Son of God ! Question, Did the Lord Jesus ever sit on the 

Throne of David during his first visit to earth ? Answer, no ! For this 

prophecy awaits His Second Advent for its fulfilment. Question, are we to 

understand that what Dr. Luke is writing about is literal ? Is the Virgin's 

Womb literal ? Then the throne of David is literal. ( 2 Sam Ch 7 ) Today 

the Lord Jesus is enthroned in heaven ( David's throne was never there ) 

but one day He will take the throne of his father David and reign for ever 

and ever. He's reigning in heaven today, but one day He's going to reign 

in the Millennial Kingdom on earth ! My .... this is the promise of His 

Reign ! 

 

(b) THE PEOPLE OF THIS REIGN: 

 

Now whoever these people are two things are said about them. Notice: 

 

(1) THEIR RESURRECTION: 

 

The expression “ they lived,” implies that they are resurrected and live 

again. The question is what kind of resurrection is this ? Is this a “ 

spiritual resurrection,” as the amillennialist's would have us believe, or is 



this a  

“ bodily resurrection ?” Well, look at the context. 

 Notice ( 20:4) tell us how these people died. They were  

“ beheaded for the witness of Jesus," ( 20:4) Then in  

( 20:5 ) John wrote of another literal resurrection. He says, “ But the rest 

of the dead .…,” Now this resurrection at the end of the millennium is 

obviously a bodily resurrection as it includes the unsaved ! So we want to 

establish it beyond any shadow of doubt that John is speaking here about 

a bodily resurrection. 

( 1:18 ) Now the fact that there is a “ first resurrection,” automatically 

implies that a “ second,” resurrection follows. The amillennialist says no, 

he says there is one general resurrection and one judgment involving both 

the righteous and wicked ! 

 

But look at ( 20:5 ) Now tell me is that a general resurrection ? My .... 

there are clearly two resurrections taught in Scripture. The Lord Jesus 

Himself referred to them as “ the resurrection of life and .... the 

resurrection of damnation.” ( Jn 5:29 )  But there's a problem here that 

we want to face head on. The question is, in what sense can these 

tribulation saints in their resurrection be referred to as “ the first 

resurrection ?” Where there not saints raised before this time ? I think it 

will help us greatly if we remember that the First Resurrection has at least 

three parts to it. The initial stage is a reference: 

 

* TO CHRIST: 

 

Do you recall how Paul puts it ? Look at ( 1 Cor 15:20 ) 

Christ was the first one raised from the dead with a resurrection body ! 

But the second phase refers to: 

 

* THE CHURCH: 

 

Look at how Paul puts ( 1 Cor 15:23 ) This will take place at the Rapture 

when according to ( 1 Thes 4:16 ) 

the dead in Christ will be raised. But the third phase refers to: 

 

* THE TRIBULATION SAINTS: 

 

Those who are described in ( 20:4 ) “ And I saw the souls of them .... 

years.” These are the tribulation Saints who at the end of the Great 

Tribulation will also be raised from the dead. Now not all Bible scholars 

agree as to the time of the resurrection of OT saints. Some believe they 

are raised when the church saints are raised at the Rapture ( Heb 11:40 ) 



others believe that they will be raised after the Great Tribulation ( Dan 

12:1)  

 

However that may be, this term “ first resurrection,” is a resurrection of 

kind which includes all the righteous who are raised from the dead before 

the millennial kingdom begins. Now that’s (1) But notice: 

 

(2) THEIR REIGN: 

 

Look at ( 20:4 ) Now two groups are identified here. The second group 

are Tribulation saints, could the first group be identified as the twenty 

four elders thus representing the church ? ( 4:4 5:10 Matt 19:28 2:26 1 

Cor 6:2 ) In  

( 20:6 ) John speaks about: 

 

(c) THE PLEASURE OF THIS REIGN: 

 

“ Blessed and holy .…,” ( 20:6 ) My .... these resurrected believers will 

share Christ's glorious life, reigning as kings and priests with Him, and 

they will never experience the “ second death,” the “ lake of fire.” ( 

20:14 ) My .... this is the supreme rule of the Lord Jesus for when the 

Millennium comes it will be government by Jesus Christ. What will life 

be like during those 1000 years ? Well, look at: 

 

(d) THE PICTURE OF THIS REIGN: 

 

For time and again dotted throughout the prophecies of the OT the King's 

glorious reign is brought before us. 

Lets have a look at Isaiah for a moment. Look at 

( Is 2:1-4 ) Did this happen when Christ was on earth ? Have these things 

ever happened in the world before ? 

During the Millennium there's going to be Wonders in the National 

World. Will there ever be peace on earth ? Yes, when He comes to reign ! 

Look at ( Is 11:1-9 ) My .... when Christ comes to reign the animal 

creation will be blessed. During the Millennium there's going to be 

Wonders in the Animal World. Look at ( Is  35: 1-2 ) During the 

Millennium there's going to be Wonders in the Agricultural World. Look 

at ( Is 65:19-23 ) 

Because of the earth's perfect conditions people will live long lives. 

During the Millennium there's going to be Wonders in the Physical World. 

 

My .... what a blessing the Millennium will be. There will be peace, there 

will be the removal of the curse, there will be prosperity. ( Zech 8:11 ) 



The Golden Age men will have been waiting for will finally have arrived 

! The question then is why does God let Satan loose  

again ? Why does God shut him up and then at the end of the thousand 

years let him loose ? For you'll notice that in ( 20:1-10 ) we have not only, 

(1) The Removal of Satan (2) THE Reign of the Lord we have: 

 

(3) THE REVOLT OF THE NATIONS 

 

Look at ( 20:7-8 ) My .... the first day the devil is out of prison he's on the 

job again. Where does he get this crowd from ? Well, we must remember 

that the living saints who go into the Millennium in their natural bodies 

will beget children throughout this age. It seems that the earth's 

population will soar ( Jer 30:20 Zech 10:8 ) People will outwardly 

conform to the Lord's righteous rule but not all of them will be truly born 

again and so at the end of the Kingdom Age, the Devil will be able to 

gather a great crowd of rebels together ! They are referred to here as “ 

Gog and Magog.” (20:8 ) What does that remind you of ? Why “ Gog 

and Magog,” appear in ( Ezekiel 38 -39 ) but this is obviously not the 

same battle for the time is different ( Ezek 38:16 ) and the judgment is 

different. ( Ezek 38:19-22 ) My .... what we can say is this. This is (3) at 

the end of the Millennium. 

 

(a) THE PROPAGATOR OF THIS LAST REVOLT: 

 

Look at ( 20:3 ) Why must he ? To show that man even under the most 

favourable circumstances will fall into sin if left to his own choice ! Ills: 

When the late Dr. Chafer ( Founder of Dallas Theological Seminary ) was 

once asked why God loosed Satan after He once had him bound, he 

replied, “ If you will tell why God let him loose in the first place, I will 

tell you why God lets him loose the second time.” My .... apparently Satan 

is loosed at the End of the Millennium to show that even the ideal 

conditions of the Kingdom, under the Personal Reign of Christ will never 

change the human heart. Do you know what they're telling us now ? Give 

us a better Environment, a better Education, a better Society and we'll 

produce a generation free of strife and rebellion ! 

No they won't. For even under the most ideal conditions  with the Devil 

removed man is found and proved to be a failure. My .... do you see 

yourself as a total failure ? Do you recognise that the only cure for your 

sin is the Blood of Christ ? Oh, here is (a) But look at: 

 

(b) THE PUNISHMENT OF THIS LAST REVOLT: 

 

Look at ( 20:9-10 ) My .... the beast and the false prophet have been there 



for a 1000 years, and far from being annihilated, they are alive and in 

torment, and now the Devil joins them to be tormented eternally for all 

the wickedness and woe he has fathered since his fall. My .... if only we 

could get a vision of the lake of fire, we would more burdened to reach 

the lost for Jesus. 

 

WILL THERE EVER BE PEACE ON EARTH ?  

 

Yes, when He comes to reign and what a day this will be. For when He 

comes to Reign there will peace. He will make the barren land fruitful. He 

will control the wildness in the animals. My .... if we could just “ Crown 

Him Lord of all,” do you know what would happen ? We would have 

peace, we would be fruitful, we would know His gentleness, like never 

before, but that will only happen when He reigns and rules in our hearts. 

Is Christ reigning in your heart ? 

 
 


